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Prayer of 
Saint Francis of Assisi
Patron
Franciscan Missionaries of Mary

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to 
eternal life.

Editorial
Stella Maris College is justly proud of its 
achievements during the academic year 
2016-17. The College was awarded the title 
“Pride of the Catholic Church” by the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of India in October 
2016. This validates our vision and mission 
to empower women and marginalised 
sections of society. The plaudits bestowed 
on the College by the Expert Committee 
for Extension of Autonomy Review in 
February 2017 were an encouraging factor 
in our continued work in the field of higher 
education. 

The watercolour renderings of this year's 
magazine are inspired by the flowers that dot 
the campus. These flowers are a reflection of 
the vibrant Stella Maris Community.

Editorial Board
Faculty, Department of English

Core Committee
Dr. Miruna George
Dr. Padma V Mckertich
Ms. Sindhu S.
Ms. Arpitha Bhaskar
Ms. Tracy Jose

Design and Layout
Dr. Margaret Thomas
Head, Department of Fine Arts
Ms. Meenakshi Madan
Faculty, Department of Fine Arts
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Blessed Mary of the Passion
Hélène de Chappotin (1839-1904)
Foundress
Franciscan Missionaries of Mary 
(Beatified on 20 October 2002) 
“If the institute was my work,
it would perish with me;
but it is God’s work, and it will live.”

Stella Maris College, a Catholic institution 
of higher education for women, is under the 
management of the Society of the Franciscan 
Missionaries of Mary. ‘‘Stella Maris’’ in Latin 
means ‘‘Star of the Sea”. “Truth and Charity” 
is the motto of the College. The College 
emblem is a ship sailing on stormy waters, 
led on by a star.

Begun in a small one-storey building on 
15 August 1947 with an enrolment of 32 
students, the College has at present nearly 
5000 students on its magnificent campus 
“The Cloisters” on Cathedral Road, Chennai.

The College became autonomous in 1987 
and now has 19 undergraduate and 12 
postgraduate programmes. Stella Maris 
College is a minority institution that provides 
higher education in a Christian atmosphere 
for deserving students, especially those 
belonging to the Catholic community. Others 
are also admitted irrespective of caste and 
creed and their rights of conscience are 
respected. Besides, the College commits 
itself to serve the economically weak, socially 
backward, and needy students.

The vision of the College is to build a vibrant 
and inclusive learning community in a culture 
of excellence sustained by a sound value 
system that promotes responsible citizenship 
and effects social change.

The mission of the College is to empower 
young women to face the challenges of 
life with courage and commitment, to be 
builders of a humane and just society, and 
to promote a learning community in which 
all, especially those from less privileged 
backgrounds, feel part of the collaborative, 
high quality educational process which is 
value-based and leads to holistic growth.

In 2000, the College was accredited by the 
National Assessment and Accreditation 
Council and awarded Five Star Status. In 
2008, the College was reaccredited and was 
awarded an A grade with a CGPA of 3.57 
on a 4 point scale. In 2013, the College was 
reaccredited and was awarded an A grade 
with a CGPA of 3.68 on a 4 point scale.

In 2016, the College was accorded the status 
of College with Potential for Excellence. Also, 
the College was conferred the title “Pride of 
the Catholic Church” by the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of India, Office of Education 
and Culture. 

The College
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Annual 
Report

Annual Report 
2016-17

Presented by the Principal  
on College Day, 4 March 2017

Good morning and a warm welcome to our 
70th College Day celebrations. On this special 
day, we welcome in our midst Shri. Ashok 
Sajjanhar, IFS (Retd.), President, Institute 
of Global Studies, New Delhi and former 
Ambassador of India to Kazakhstan, Sweden, 
and Latvia. We thank you, Sir, for taking time 
off from your busy schedule to be here with 
us this morning. I extend a warm welcome 
to Sr. Christine Antony, Superior, Stella Maris 
Convent, Sr. Susan, Secretary of the College, 
Dr. Sr. Helen Vincent, former Principal, Vice- 
Principals, Deans, faculty, members of the 
Governing Body, the Academic Council, Fr. 
Bosco, Rector, Fr. Pancras, administrative 
and support staff, retired faculty, parents, 
alumnae, benefactors, friends, FMM Sisters, 
and you, my dear students.

I greet very specially on this occasion nine 
of our faculty and staff who will be retiring 
after several decades of dedicated service, 
Dr. Priscilla Jebakumari, Associate Professor, 
Department of Botany and Vice Principal, 
retires after 30 years of service, Ms. N. 
Neeraja, Associate Professor, Department of 
Physics retired after 30 years; Dr. Ulaganayaki 
Palani, Associate Professor, and former Head, 
Department of Tamil retires after 30 years, 
Ms. Mallika Madhavan, Associate Professor, 
Department of Fine Arts retires after 25 years, 
Ms. Gowri Bhaskharun, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Mathematics retires after 18 
years of service, Mr. J. A. Nathan, Training 
Instructor, Department of Physics retired after 
33 years of service, Ms. Antoinette Ragini, 
Administrative Staff, retired after 37 years of 
service, Ms. Mary Bose, Administrative Staff, 
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availed of VRS after 28 years of service, and 
Ms. V. Anthonyammal, Support Staff, retires 
after 20 years of service.

We thank you for your devoted services to 
this institution. You will be remembered for 
your commitment to the cause of higher 
education, your unfailing duty to the student 
community and your involvement in the 
activities and programmes of the College. 
We gratefully acknowledge your generous 
contribution to the growth of our institution 
and pray that you are blessed with happy 
and rewarding years in retirement.

It is with deep sadness that I announce the 
passing away of three much-loved members 
of our College Community:   Rev. Sr. Thecla 
Camacho fmm foundress and former Head, 
Department of Social Work passed away 
on 21 January 2017 at Guam, Mrs. Prema 
Masilamani, faculty, English Language and 
Life Skills Programme passed away on 7 
November 2016, and Sr. Louise Theresia fmm, 
member of the Stella Maris community from 
1949-1973 passed away on 31 December 
2016, Quebec, Canada. Their lives were a 
blessing to those who knew them and their 
memory a treasure. We pray and ask God to 
bless their families with peace and comfort as 
they grieve their irreparable loss.

Much has happened in the past year on 
campus. While we forged ahead with our 
regular activities and programmes, we 
were compelled to reschedule many of 
them due to unforeseen events. I thank 
God for His guidance and direction for 

the successful completion of our work at 
all stages. I am delighted to announce 
that we were recognised as a College with 
Potential for Excellence by the UGC in 
April 2016. In October 2016, the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of India (CBCI), Office of 
Education and Culture, New Delhi, conferred 
on Stella Maris the distinction of being the 
“Pride of the Catholic Church”. Both these 
awards endorse our commitment to the field 
of higher education and give us the impetus 
to carry forward our mission and achieve 
greater heights.

Chief Guest Ambassador Ashok Sajjanhar 

The UGC Expert Committee for Extension of 
Autonomy visited the College on 17 and 18 
February 2017. The experts interacted with 
the Principal, faculty, students, administrative 
and support staff. After visiting Departments, 
Centres and other units of the College and 
verifying records and documents, the team 
highly commended the functioning of the 
College and has unanimously recommended 
extension of autonomous status for six years 
from the academic year 2017-18 to 2022-23. 

I quote from the report: 
“. . . the committee is of the view that Stella 
Maris College, Chennai, is committed to 
the empowerment of women in general 
and women from economically and socially 
marginalised sections of the society in 
particular. The College stands out as a 
positive example of the advantages of 
autonomous status. The College today 
stands poised to become a full-fledged 
university in its own right, and rules and 
guidelines permitting, need not be subjected 
to more review processes”.

Four new programmes—B.Sc. Psychology, 
Bachelor of Business Administration (B.B.A.), 
and two programmes under the B.Voc. 
Degree—Food Processing and Quality 
Control and Sustainable Energy Management 
were introduced this academic year. This was 
in response to the growing need for young 
women to be better prepared to meet the 
complex challenges in a competitive social 
environment and to increase employability. 
The Bachelor of Vocation Degree is aligned 
with the Skilling India Initiative of the 

Government of India.  The College has signed 
eight MoUs with various industries in relevant 
fields, pertaining to the courses in different 
semesters.  These industries are our partners 
in imparting skills training at their premises. 
The students of the B.Voc. programmes are 
assessed by the National Skill Development 
Corporation independently. The Food 
Processing and Quality Control students 
were evaluated and all of them passed with 
distinction–a unique achievement in the 
context of the Skill Development programme 
in India. Infrastructure and facilities have 
been enhanced to support the demands 
of the skills focused programmes. Two 
new labs have been set up for the B.Voc. 
programmes. A new Lab for the Diploma 
in Medical Laboratory Technology has also 
been set up. 

The Internet facility has been upgraded with 
another leased line of 100 mbps bandwidth 
and a SMART classroom has been set up in F 
Block with state-of-the-art facilities. 

I am happy to announce that Stella Maris 
College has been listed as the number 
one user for the N-list programme, an 
initiative of the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development (MHRD) among the 5450 
colleges which had registered.
 
The Wi-Fi facility now offered by the library has 
been a great boon to the student community. 
The library’s holdings have been enhanced 
and today we have 1,07,806 books, 9953 
journals, both print and online, databases 
and other e- resources. With the curriculum 
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restructure of 2015, we had introduced the 
option for students to earn extra credits 
through certificate courses in addition to 
the existing independent electives. Several 
departments have offered certificate courses 
outside regular classes.
 
Online certificate courses through the 
NPTEL have been introduced in College. 
This academic year, 95 students enrolled for 
the various NPTEL online courses which are 
offered by seven IITs and the IISc., Bangalore. 
The College has established an NPTEL local 
chapter to encourage more students to 
participate in this project which is coordinated 
by Dr. Mary Terry, Dr. Mary Teresita, both 
from the Department of Chemistry, and Ms. 
Mahalakshmi, the librarian.

From this year onwards, undergraduate 
students can earn extra credits through 
writing research papers. This initiative is 
coordinated and overseen by Dr. Renuka 
Rajaratnam, Dean, Stella Maris International 
Centre for Multidisciplinary Research 
(SMICMR). We continue to have delegations 
visiting our College to study the functioning 
of autonomy as well as to seek collaborations 
and networking possibilities.
 
A team of academicians headed by the 
Principal of Chin Christian College, Myanmar 
visited the College on 19 April 2016 to 
interact with faculty members to understand 
higher education in India. In May 2016, we 
were honoured by the visit of Msgr. Guy 
Real Thivierge, the former Secretary General 
of IFCU to Stella Maris. A felicitation was 

organised for him in celebration of the 
yeomen services rendered by him to the 
international organisation.

“Friends of Mithra”, delegates from Australia, 
had an interaction with the NSS and YRC 
volunteers in September 2016. This provided 
the volunteers with an opportunity to share 
their role in social service and the impact 
of their work in their personal lives. The 
programme was coordinated by Sr. Christine 
fmm, Superior, Stella Maris Convent.

A team of faculty members from American 
College, Madurai, visited the College in 
September 2016 to study the examination 
and grading systems. A team of faculty 
members, headed by the Principal of Kanya 
Maha Vidyalaya, Jalandhar, Punjab, visited 
the College to study the functioning of 
autonomy in February 2017. The Secretary 
General of IFCU, Professor Mabile and 
his team, visited us on 1 March 2017 
to discuss collaborative possibilities in 
action-based research. 

The College through the activities of 
the SMICMR has continued to forge 
collaborations with international institutions 
with joint programmes promoting academic 
cooperation. As an outcome of the MoU 
signed with the Trinity Western University, 
Canada a group of students will be 
undertaking a study tour on "Environmental 
Immersion Programme" in Canada.

The College signed an MoU with Alamo 
Group of Colleges, Texas, USA. The MoU 

provides for faculty and student exchange 
programmes as well as for research. Two 
Departments have crossed important 
milestones this year. The Departments 
of History and Zoology celebrated their 
Diamond Jubilees and initiated several 
programmes to mark this achievement.
 
We were honoured to have in our midst Dr. 
Kiran Bedi, Lt. Governor, Puducherry at the 
inaugural function of the jubilee celebrations 
of the Department of History. 

The Open Air Theatre (OAT) was the scene 
of several celebratory events in the course of 
this year. As part of a programme organised 
by the Department of Social Work and the 
NSS, we were privileged to welcome Ms. 
Medha Patkar, National Convener, National 
Alliance of People’s Movements, to address 
the College community in October 2016.

The Department of Social Work in partnership 
with the NSS unit of the College organised 
an assembly on Human Rights and on the 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
in December 2016. Sr. Annie Jesus Mary 
fmm, and Ms. Aruna Devi, Senior Revenue 
Inspector, Government of Tamil Nadu, 
both alumnae of the College, spoke on 
the occasion. "B. Voc. Day" was held with 
great enthusiasm last month. This initiative 
provided a platform for students to showcase 
their hands-on learning. Working models of 
non-conventional sources of energy were 
constructed to demonstrate how renewable 
energy could be put to good use. On show 
were prototypes of solar cookers, vacuum 

cleaners, and chargers created by students 
of the Sustainable Energy Management 
Programme and a range of organic food 
products by students of the Food Processing 
and Quality Control Programme. The 
students of both programmes received 
training at well-established industries.

A Global Education Fair was organised by the 
Career Guidance Cell (CGC) in collaboration 
with Education Matters. Around 40 stalls 
of international institutions were set up at 
the OAT to advise and counsel students on 
“Study Abroad Programmes”. Around 1000 
students from 12 colleges registered at the Fair.

The HeArt Beat Foundation, a social welfare 
organisation, hosted a public charity art 
exhibition, “Never Say Die”, on campus in 
December 2016. The exhibition showcased 
the paintings and art work of differently-abled 
artists. The Office of the Public Relations, in 
partnership with the departments of Fine 
Arts, Social Work and Public Relations helped 
organise the event, which included the sale 
of paintings by the artists.
  
The Department of Fine Arts embarked on 
their second mural project “Hope for the 
World” which sensitised both the College 
community and the public on the need to care 
for and preserve the environment. About 200 
undergraduate and postgraduate students 
painted thirty panels, each approximately 
1500 square feet in size, on the exterior wall 
of the College highlighting the changing 
relationship between man and nature. 
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Setting up a souvenir store, “SMC Curio 
Corner”, was another creative venture of the 
Department. The students have developed 
Stella merchandise which includes mugs, 
bags, stationery, key chains and pouches. As 
part of their Communication Design course, 
the second year postgraduate students also 
conceptualised and executed wall murals on 
the exterior and interior of the store. 

Faculty members have been actively 
engaged in consultancy services. The 
Principal has been Member Coordinator on 
the NAAC peer team for accreditation of 
higher education institutions. Many faculty 
have served as resource persons, members of 
inspection commissions to other institutions, 
subject experts on boards of studies and 
Academic Councils and so on. We are proud 
of our faculty and students, many of whom 

have received several awards and honours.
Dr. Sr. Jasintha Quadras fmm, in her capacity 
as IFCU Vice-President, for Asia, attended 
the extraordinary meeting of the Executive 
Board of IFCU at the Catholic University of 
Paris, in June 2016 for the selection of the 
Secretary General of IFCU and the meeting 
of the Executive Board in September, in 
Rome.  She was selected to participate in 
an exchange programme titled "South Asia 
Women in University Administration" at the 
University of Nebraska, Omaha, USA. She 
was awarded the “Honorary Citizenship of 
the Great State of Nebraska” by John A. 
Gale, Nebraska Secretary of State.

Dr. Priscilla Jebakumari received the “Best 
Teacher Award” in September 2016 by 
the Tamil Nadu Educational Research and 
Development Centre, Chennai. 

Folk, Classical and Western dances come together

Dr. Ulaganayaki Palani was given the “Best 
Woman Achiever Award” for literary service 
by the Mumbai Tamil Sangamam. She was 
also awarded the “Bharathi Illakkiya Chemmal 
Award” by the All India Tamizh Writers’ 
Association and the “Paavalar Thilagam 
Award” presented by the Kavithai Wiki and 
M.O.P. Vaishnav College. Dr. Alice Joseph 
received the “Aasiriyar Chemmal Award” on 
Teachers’ Day, presented by the Tamil Nadu 
Education Research and Development, 
Chennai. Dr. Nanthamil Nangai was 
awarded the “Paavalar Thilagam Award” 
by Kavithai Wiki and M.O.P. Vaishnav 
College. Dr. Srabani Bhattacharyya, faculty, 
Department of Hindi was honoured with a 
citation and a trophy for her contribution to 
the field of translation and original writing 
by the Tamil Nadu Hindi Sahitya Academi. 
Dr. Veena Gayathri, faculty, Department of 
Biotechnology, has the unique achievement 
of receiving “Best Paper Awards” and 
prizes for her paper presentations at national 
level conferences. 

Dr. Juliana Joe, Department of Zoology 
was nominated by the Department of 
Biotechnology, Government of India, to be 
part of the sub-committee to review, edit 
and validate the protocols in biological 
sciences for final preparation of the e-manual 
under the project, “Generate E-SoPs and 
Lab Manuals”. Dr. Sujitha S., Department of 
English attended a training programme at 
the University of Sharjah in February and was 
selected as English Language Examiner to 
share the panel with surgeons for interviewing 
FRCS and MRCS applicants of the Royal 

College of Surgeons, UK. Dr. I. Lakshmi 
has been selected by Venus International 
Foundation for “Viwa 2017 Outstanding 
Women in Science Award” for her initiatives 
in the discipline of Computer Science. Dr. 
Crystal David was selected as a member 
of the Review Panel for Economics Titles 
published by the Oxford University Press, 
Noida. Dr. Sujitha and Dr. Shanmugasundari 
received the “Best Presentation Award” 
for the presentation of the “Best Practices 
of the College”, at the NAAC sponsored 
National Seminar on “Quality Initiatives in 
Teaching, Learning and Evaluation” at M.O.P. 
Vaishnav College for Women. Dr. Mary N. L., 
Department of Chemistry, was the recipient 
of the “GJR Research Award” for the second 
consecutive year for her contribution to 
research. Dr. Mary was also nominated to 
the International Advisory Committee for the 
Fourth International Conference on “Nano 
Structured Materials and Nanocomposites–
ICNM-2017”, organised by Mahatma Gandhi 
University, Kottayam. Dr. Nirmala Alex, N.S.S 
Programme Co-ordinator received an award 
from the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, 
NSS Regional Directorate, Chennai for her 
meritorious service. 

Dr. Swetha Margaret, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Computer Science was 
awarded her doctoral degree. Dr. Miruna 
George and Dr. Sujitha S. of the Department 
of English, were recognised as supervisors 
for the Doctoral programme. Dr. Sumithra 
Dawson, Dr. Lakshmi Priya Daniel, Dr. Swapna 
Sathish, of the Department of Fine Arts and 
Dr. Sarah Surya and Dr. A. Shanthi, of the 
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Department of Mathematics were recognised 
as supervisors for the M.Phil. Programme. Dr. 
Swapna Sathish was invited to speak at the 
College of Fine Arts and Design, University of 
Central Oklahoma, USA, in April 2016 where 
she delivered a lecture “Back Home from the 
Empire: Material Culture from 18th Century 
India”. Dr. Shiny John Vairamon, Department 
of Chemistry participated in the United Board 
Fellows Leadership Seminar and in the Asian 
University Leaders Program (AULP), ASEAN 
Integration on ‘Challenges and Opportunities 
for Christian Higher Education in Asia’ at the 
Assumption University, Bangkok.

Sr. Francisco Nirmala fmm, Department 
of Physics, was selected to attend a three 
week International Education Conference 
organised by UBCHEA at the Boston College 
Global Leadership Institute, USA. Dr. J. 
Sasitha, Head, Department of Sociology, was 
selected by the Institute for Advanced Study 
in Asian Cultures and Theologies at the 
Chinese University, Hong Kong, for a month-
long research programme. Dr. Priya George, 
Department of Social Work, was awarded a 
scholarship by the UBCHEA to participate in 
a Faculty Enrichment Programme organised 
by the Mindanao Peace Building Institute, 
Davao City, Philippines from 16 May to 3 
June 2016.Dr. Anne Samuel, Department of 
Fine Arts, accompanied a group of students 
of the Department for a summer school 
titled Art and Design-London Inspiration-at 
Middlesex University, UK, in August 2016. 

Co-curricular and extra-curricular activities 
have enabled students to realise their 

innate potential and creativity. A number 
of our students have won prizes and 
awards at various events in which they 
have participated. S. R. Aparna, of first year 
M.Sc. Bioinformatics, won the “Best Paper 
Presentation Award” for the paper titled 
“Computational Identification of miRNAs in 
the plant Panaxginseng”. N. Madhana Priya 
and N. Keerthana, of second year M.Sc. 
Bioinformatics, won the first place in Paper 
Presentation at the intercollegiate cultural 
“Micromatsuri 2016” held at D. G. Vaishnav 
College, Chennai. P. N. Suganya and J. 
Pappa Alpho Judy of second year M.Sc. 
Bioinformatics, won the first place in Poster 
Presentation at the intercollegiate cultural 
“Micromatsuri 2016” held at D. G. Vaishnav 
College, Chennai. They also won the over-
all championship. A. Rasika, B. Soundarya, 
M. Madona, M. Logeshwari and B. Seetha 
of  third year B.Sc. Plant Biology and  
Biotechnology, published a paper titled “Low 
Cost and Economic Control of Coliforms 
in Panipuri Water” at the international 
conference on “Modern Diagnostic Tools in 
Health Science” at Dr. MGR Janaki College 
of Arts and Science, Chennai, in August 
2016. Albertina B. Nithya and Susan Joseph, 
second year M.A. International Studies won 
the first prize at the state level intercollegiate 
quiz competition on the Presidential 
Elections in the United States organised 
by the USIS. N. Shaistha Farheen of the 
Department of Physics represented India 
at the international exchange programme 
of the Student Christian Movement of India 
in Bonn, Germany, in September 2016. She 
made a presentation on “Problems Faced 

by Refugees in India”. Tara George and 
Kathleen Mary of third year B.Sc. Advanced 
Zoology and Biotechnology, were awarded 
fellowships at the JNCASR. Priya G. of 
second year B.Sc. Chemistry and Rosmy 
Davis of first year M.Sc. Chemistry were 
awarded a Summer Research Fellowship at 
IASC-INSA- NASI. Swati of first year B.A. 
History won the second place at the national 
level “Poet Meet” at Anna Adarsh College. 
She received a cash prize of Rs. 8000/- and a 
certificate from the Central Hindi Directorate, 
New Delhi. Candy Cathy Thomas of third year 
B.A. English won the first place in the Poetry 
Slam conducted by the Prakriti Foundation in 
January 2017.

Students of the Department of Mathematics 
(Shift I) won the overall trophy at the MCC 

cultural competition “Mathwoods”.  Students 
of the Department of Chemistry participated 
in Chemistry festivals conducted by D. G. 
Vaishnav College, Loyola College and WCC; 
they were also adjudged Overall Winners 
at all three Colleges.  Three students of 
second year M.Sc. Chemistry presented 
papers at the International Conference on 
Green Technology and Nanotechnology 
Opportunities and Challenges 2017 held at 
St. Aloysius College, Mangaluru in February 
2017. Aarthi M. R. won the first prize in 
cultural events at the National Integration 
Camp held at Pollachi. The first year 
undergraduate students represented the 
French club in the creative writing competition 
conducted by Hindustan College and Varsha 
Sathyanarayanan of the Department of Fine 
Arts secured the first place in the event. 

A musical rendition
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The New Leader in collaboration with the 
Department of Social Work and the Office of 
Deans of Student Affairs, Stella Maris College 
organised an Essay Writing competition on 
the theme “Women as Change-makers” as 
part of observance of International Women’s 
Day 2017.  Three students from second 
year MSW, Reney M. Sebastian, Amanda 
Gerelldeen Angela Rozario and Devi Priya 
S., won the first three places, while Ananya 
Chinni Krishnan of second year B.Sc. 
Chemistry won the fourth position and Grace 
A. of second year MSW won the fifth place. 
The winners got a cash prize of Rs. 1000. 

Anne Sugirtham and  Rakshika, of M.Sc. 
(IT), 2014-16 batch and Sharmila and  
Nancy, students of the BCA batch of 13-
16 developed a Computer Based Testing 
Software to administer the entrance test for 
admission to M.Sc. (Maths and Information 
Technology). This software is helpful in 
generating question papers, allotting a 
system to the candidates, administering 
the test and generating a report on the 
performance. 

A software developed by Ramya, Sharon, 
Shruthi, Sinduja and Rajalakshmi, students 
of the BCA of batch 13-16, enabled online 
registration of Part V courses. Geethanjali, 
Diksha Mangala Jothi, Abiyathul Adaviya 
and Swetha of the BCA batch of 2013-16 
automated the process of collating, faculty, 
student and departmental details for the 
IQAC. Swetha Surendran of second year 
B.Com. (CS) B, has been identified as one 
among the top ten young women who were 

chosen through a nation-wide social media 
campaign titled “She Leads” initiated by the 
British Deputy High Commission, Chennai, 
in partnership with The Madras Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry and Women of 
Worth. Ruth Felicita of second year M.Com. 
was selected by the World Federalist 
Movement to attend a seminar in Italy on 
“Global Economy and Peace”. In keeping 
with global mandates in higher education, 
research and related activities, outreach and 
extension programmes are significant thrust 
areas in our educational mission.

Three UGC-Minor Research Projects were 
sanctioned this year to Dr. Aruna Sharmili 
S., Dr. J. Anbumalarmathi, and Dr. K. Veena 
Gayathri of the Department of Biotechnology, 
and to Ms. E. Nandha Devi, Head, Department 
of Bioinformatics. 

Training programmes and workshops were 
conducted as part of the UBCHEA project 
titled “Training the Trainer on Vocational 
Skills-Vocational Education and Training for 
Sustainable Development”. The project is 
coordinated by Dr. Hima Bindu, Department 
of Economics, Dr. Belina Xavier, Department 
of Physics, Dr. Avila Josephine, Department 
of Chemistry and Ms. J. Birunda Antoinette 
Mary, Department of Computer Science. The 
project envisages the training of faculty in 
various aspects of vocational education. A 
social audit, the first of its kind in the College, 
was also conducted.

The Department of English conducted a 
Communicative English Programme for 

the students of Government schools at 
Thirupachur village where Stella Maris 
College has an Extension Centre. The 
project was supported by the United Board. 
Dr. Miruna George, Ms. Arpitha Bhaskar, Ms. 
Grashiya C. V. and Ms. Nandini D. of the 
Department were involved in the project.

The faculty of the science departments 
have collaborated on a project of DST, 
Government of India and conducted a series 
of Lecture Demonstrations on Popularisation 
of Science among school children in different 
districts of Tamil Nadu. A set of CDs and 
videos of basic concepts in science were 
prepared by a team comprising Dr. Geetha 
Swaminathan, former Vice-Principal, Dr. Mary 
George, Head, Department of Chemistry, 
and Dr. Shyamala, Coordinator, B. Voc. 
Programmes. We continue to undertake 
research related activities. The College was 
awarded the DST-FIST Programme–2015 to 
strengthen teaching and research facilities 
in all science departments of the College. 
Sophisticated instruments and software 
like MATLAB R2016b and Schrodinger are 
currently being purchased and installed in 
the Research Labs.
 
Our faculty have been publishing papers 
and research articles in leading journals. 
Dr. Crystal David, Ms. Jayalakshmi 
Sathyabharath, and Ms. Swati Seshadri, of 
the Department of Economics, co-authored 
a textbook titled “Concepts of Economics” 
for the Standard XII ISC Board, published by 
Oswal Publishers. Two books written by Dr. 
Srabani Bhattacharyya and Dr. A. Fathima 

were released at the International Conference 
organised by the Department of Hindi. A 
compilation of essays on women writers 
titled “Mounathai Kalaikkum Mozhi” by Dr. 
Nanthamil Nangai, Department of Tamil, was 
published by Shanti Noolagam Publications. 
A folio, “Butterflies on Campus” authored 
by Dr. Kalpana Jayaraman, Department 
of Zoology, was released at the Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations of the Department. 

Seminars, conferences and workshops are 
integral to our academic and experiential 
educational processes. Three international 
conferences were organised this year in 
the College. Sixteen resource persons from 
Germany, Poland, Ireland, South Africa, IIT-
Madras, MCC, VIT and Loyola in Tamil Nadu 
participated at the International Conference 
on Applicable Mathematics conducted by 
the Department of Mathematics. As an 
outcome of the conference, two special 
issues of the journals titled “International 
Journal of Pure and Applied Mathematics” 
and “International Journal of Artificial and 
Soft Computing” will be published. 

In collaboration with the Trinity Western 
University, an international conference 
on “Leadership: Issues and Challenges” 
was organised by the SMICMR and the 
Departments of Sociology, International 
Studies, Social Work and Public Relations. 
The Department of Hindi, in collaboration 
with the Tamil Nadu Hindi Sahitya Akademi 
organised an international conference on 
“Nationalism in Indian Languages”. Her 
Excellency Governor of Goa, Mrs. Mridula 
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Sinha and Her Excellency Lt. Governor of 
Puducherry, Dr. Kiran Bedi were the chief 
guests on the occasion.

As part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations, 
the Department of History organised 
a national symposium on “Sustainable 
Tourism Practices in India: Lessons from the 
Globe”. A two day national conference on 
“Dynamics of the Changing Landscape in 
Business” was organised by the Department 
of Commerce–Shift II in association with the 
International Skill Development Council. The 
Conference was inaugurated by Hon’ble Shri 
P. Chidambaram, MP Rajya Sabha, former 
Finance Minister, Government of India. A 
national seminar on “Marine Faunal Diversity 
and Conservation” was organised by the 
Department of Zoology in collaboration 
with the National Centre for Sustainable 
Coastal Management. Dr. Meena Kumari, 
Chairperson, National Biodiversity Authority, 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Government of India, delivered the 
inaugural address. A two-day national level 
workshop on “3D Game Development in 
Unity3D” was organised by the Department 
of Computer Science in partnership with the 
e-cell, IIT Mumbai.

The Department of Economics organised 
a special lecture by Dr. Venugopal Reddy, 
former RBI Governor and former Chairman, 
14th Finance Commission, on “Accountability 
and Autonomy of Reserve Bank of India”.

In honour of the birth anniversary of Dr. APJ 
Abdul Kalaam on 15 October 2016, the 

Bharathi Mandram of the Department of 
Tamil organised competitions for students of 
the College.

Several persons from academia, industry, and 
NGOs were resource persons for workshops, 
Scholar-in-Residence Programmes and 
entrepreneurial initiatives. Training 
programmes were organised for faculty by 
the IQAC of the College.  These programmes 
provided opportunities for both experienced 
faculty and new recruits to enhance their 
skills as facilitators as well as develop new 
pedagogies. A special session on vision and 
mission creation enabled Departments to 
revision their academic objectives and develop 
a clear frame of reference for their programmes. 
 
An intensive “Train the Trainer” programme 
was conducted by British Council trainers for 
faculty.  Fifteen faculty from the Department 
of English and five from other Departments 
were trained in ELT and course design.  
During Phase I, inputs were given on 
teaching English as a language, focusing 
on the four language skills.  Micro teaching 
sessions were also held.  In Phase II, the focus 
was on restructuring the existing syllabus, 
resulting in the designing of a new syllabus 
for Foundation Core English. A session on 
Teaching Methodologies was held for the 
faculty of the Department of Commerce by 
trainers from Cambridge University. As part 
of the UBCHEA project on vocational training 
for select faculty, two workshops were held 
on food processing and renewable energy.
Five faculty members from the science 
Departments underwent training at a “STEM 

Teacher Training” workshop organised by the 
British Council in collaboration with the IISER, 
Pune from 26 February to 1 March 2017. The 
workshop aimed at developing Research 
Based Pedagogical Tools among teachers. 

Service to community is at the core of our 
mission, and the multifold community-
based programmes and activities testify 
to our commitment to social justice and 
transformation. Stella Maris is the only college 
in Chennai district to have been identified 
under the initiative of the Rashtriya Avishkar 
Abhiyan (MHRD) by the Directorate of School 
Education under which two Government 
Schools in Chennai have been adopted as 
part of the implementation of the RAA. The 
science Departments have been involved in 
organising several programmes for school 
children under this initiative.

Under the leadership of Sr. Susan fmm, 
the Stella Maris Centre for Development 
of Resources for Inclusion and Vocational 
Education (SMCDRIVE), in association with 
the NGO The Banyan and The Rajiv Gandhi 
National Institute for Youth Development 
(RGNIYD), introduced a six-month Diploma 
programme in Community Mental Health 
Care for grassroot development in health 
workers in June 2016. SMCDRIVE, again 
in collaboration The Banyan, initiated 
a six-month certificate course in “Lay 
Counselling”. In collaboration with Sarwin 
Counselling, the Centre organised a half day 
workshop on “Child Behavioral Problems-
Causes, Prevention and Remediation”, and 
organised a legal awareness programme for 

elders at S. S. Puram, to create awareness on 
the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and 
Senior Citizens Act, 2007. 

With the intention of starting a production unit 
for underprivileged women, the Livelihood 
Project was inaugurated in November 2016. 
Women from the nearby communities are 
being trained in fashion designing and block 
printing.The NALAM Centre was started 
at SMCDRIVE for rehabilitated psychiatric 
patients. Other activities of the Centre 
include Skills Development, Recreational 
Activities, Life Skills programmes, training in 
Low Cost Nutritious Food, Summer Camps 
and Youth Clubs, Support Groups, Screening, 
Identification and Referrals for psychosocial 
distress and home-based services for people 
with mental illness. 

Dr. Sundari Krishnamurthy, Director of the 
Stella Maris Centre for Networking and 
Communicatons (SMCNC), conducted a 
two day training programme on “Cashless 
Transaction” for the final year students 
and faculty. The Centre also conducted 
a seminar on “Gandhian Ideology and 
Rural Industrialisation”.

A summer training programme for women 
and children was conducted in three batches 
with around 105 people from Tirupachur 
village participating. A new partnership 
was forged with Central Palmgur and Palm 
Products Institute (CPPI) of the Khadi Village 
Industries Commission (KVIC) and a one day 
orientation programme was also organised 
on preparation and sales of different village-
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level products.
The Common Service Centre continues 
to offer fourteen businesses to consumer 
services, nine government to citizen services 
and five skill development and education services 
to  27 villages. Cashless transaction training was 
also undertaken this summer.

The UGC funded Women’s Studies Cell 
conducted a workshop on block printing and 
poster making for postgraduate students 
and students of the ELLS programme. Under 
the aegis of the Centre, Dr. S. Anandi, an 
eminent historian, addressed the students on 
the Women’s Movement in India. The Centre 
for Women’s Studies in association with the 
Department of English organised a ‘Meet 
the Author’ session for students with Ms. A. 
Revathy, a transgender and writer. Dr. Ruth 
Manorama, the recipient of the Alternate 
Nobel Prize, The Right Livelihood Award, 
addressed the students on International 
Women’s Day.  

Value Education and Campus Ministry 
programmes as part of the ongoing activities 
in the College have contributed richly to 
the growth and holistic education of our 
students. The campus ministry, led by Sr. 
Sundari fmm, organised several retreats and 
sessions for the students. This year being the 
Year of the Family, sessions on pastoral care 
were arranged for faculty. Talks were also 
arranged for parents of first year Catholic 
students on faith formation.

The National Service Scheme continued its 
yeoman service in various communities in the 

city.  The activities of the student volunteers 
have brought them recognition and awards. 
For the seventh consecutive year, the NSS 
and YRC units of the College bagged the 
prestigious “Radhakrishnan Rolling Shield” 
for mobilising the maximum number of donors 
among the women’s colleges in Chennai. The 
unit has responded to atrocities that have 
challenged life and living. They participated 
in “Cry for Justice”, a candlelight vigil, 
organised by the Unorganised Workers 
Federation in collaboration with Penn Urimai 
Iyaakam to sensitise society on gender 
violence as a response to the gruesome 
murder of IT professional Ms. S. Swathi.  

The NSS and YRC units in association with 
the Gandhi Peace Foundation organised a 
two-day workshop at Stella Maris College 
in August 2016. The National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) unit of Stella Maris had an action-
packed and eventful year. Our NCC Unit has 
made us proud with several achievements 
at the national level. The cadets have 
made their mark in flying, ship-modelling, 
aero–modelling, rigging, firing and other 
competitions. Betcy Theodore of second 
year B.Sc. Mathematics, was given the “Best 
Pilot” award and the gold medal in the All 
India Vayu Sainik Camp 2016 held at Jodhpur. 
She has also been invited to participate in 
the Prime Minister’s Rally 2017 as Best Pilot. 
Joshila David J of second year B.A. English 
participated in the All India Republic Day 
Camp 2017 at New Delhi and was selected 
to march on Rajpath on Republic Day. 
Bhoomika R. S. of second year B.A. History 
participated in ship-modelling competition in 

the All India Republic Day camp 2017 at New 
Delhi. Sharmila D. of second year B.Com. 
(C.S.) was awarded the silver medal in the 
Aero-modelling Competition in the All India 
Vayu Sainik Camp 2016 held at Jodhpur. 
Akshaya A. of second year B.Sc. Chemistry 
was awarded the gold medal in the Rigging 
Competition and the bronze medal in the 
Firing Competition in the All India Nau Sainik 
Camp 2016 held at Karwar, Karnataka.
 
In the All India Nau Sainik Camp 2016 held at 
Karwar, Karnataka, Thasleema M. of second 
year B.Com. (B) was awarded the bronze 
medal in Firing; she also participated in Best 
Cadet, Health & Hygiene, Service Subject, 
Boat Pulling competitions. Sagayanivedha 
G. of second year B.Sc. Mathematics, was 
awarded the bronze medal in the Ship-
modelling Competition in the All India Nau 
Sainik Camp 2016 held at Karwar, Karnataka. 
Mercy Amala Josephine M. of second year 
B.Sc. Mathematics, was awarded the gold 
medal in the Health and Hygiene Competition 
in the All India Thal Sainik Camp 2016 held 
at New Delhi.

As always, we have excelled in sports and 
games this year too. Our College teams 
secured the winners title in Madras University 
B Zone intercollegiate tournament in 
Basketball, Badminton, Chess and Table 
Tennis.  This year 44 players were selected 
to represent the Madras University B. 
Zone, 13 players to represent the Madras 
University, and eight players to represent the 
Tamil Nadu State. Two of our students also 
represented India. In athletics, Rochelle Maria 

Macfarlane, of third year B.A. Economics 
secured the gold medal in Triple Jump in 
the 93rd Malaysian Open Athletic Meet held 
at Kuala Lumpur.  She also secured the gold 
medal in the 3rd South Asian Federation 
Qualification Meet, and the silver medal 
in Triple Jump at the14th Federation Cup 
National Junior Athletic Meet. Pranamya Rao 
I. K. of first year B.A. Sociology secured the 
fourth place in the 17th Asian Roller Skating 
Solo Dance Championship held at Lishui, 
China. At the state level championship, she 
secured the gold medal. Aarthi M. R. of the 
Department of History won a gold medal 
and two silver medals at the National Pistol 
Shooting Championship, Pune. Our College 
Badminton and Table Tennis teams won the 
trophy at the National Level Intercollegiate 
Tournament “Pegasus 2016” organised by 
CMC Vellore.

Our College tennis team won the Trophy at 
the National Level Intercollegiate Tournament 
oragnised by SSN college, while our Squash 
players won the second place in the same 
tournament. Our College Shuttle Badminton 
and Table Tennis teams also won the “Riviera 
2017” organised by VIT Vellore.

In the All India Inter University Squash 
Tournament, Janvi Rathore of first year BBA 
secured the silver medal, while Madhumitha 
Meenakshi of first year B.Com. secured the 
runner up position in Tennis. Our College 
organised the Madras University B Zone 
Intercollegiate and Inter Zone Tournaments 
in Basketball and Intercollegiate Tournament 
in Tennis.
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The Students’ Union 2016-17, guided by 
their motto “Create. Connect. Change”, 
introduced various initiatives this year.  
A special initiative was the SMC Good 
Samaritan Award. Ms. Wincy Stephen and 
Ms. Nivedha S. R., who rendered selfless 
service to differently abled students in the 
College, were awarded the “SMC Good 
Samaritan Award” by the Principal during 
Independence Day and Stella Maris 
birthday celebrations.
 
The inter-departmental Human Flag 
Formation competition was also held to 
mark the day. In line with the social theme 
“Change Maker”, three Change Makers 
have begun implementing their exceptional 
project ideas on themes such as Green 
Cutlery, Stella for Hygiene and Sustainable 
Generation of Electricity. Commemorating 
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam’s birth anniversary, 
Didar Motors awarded the College Union 
the "Best College Students’ Union Award" 
on Students’ Day in October 2016. Cyclone 
Vardah’s destruction gave rise to “Project 
Woods” which showed creative ways of 
upcycling broken branches of trees into 
resourceful articles by the students. The first 
edition of Club Day—Horizon 2017 was held 
in February 2017.
 
This year, the institutional UBCHEA supported 
Project on Promotion of Folklore, Culture 
and Heritage of Tamil Nadu for Sustainable 
Development through the clubs revived many 
fading art forms which were showcased during 
Independence Day and Pongal celebrations. 

Several workshops, interactions with artists 
and activities for students and school 
children were organised. Ms. Jananiy, alumna 
of the College, composed the music for the 
Tamil version of the College Song, with the 
support of the Department of Tamil.  The CD 
was released during the Pongal celebrations. 

The Pathway programme helps students from 
disadvantaged sections of society become 
academically and socially competent 
individuals. The programme began with the 
Bridge Course training offered to first year 
undergraduate students.  In partnership with 
the CGC of the College, students underwent 
a forty hour programme on interpersonal, 
communication and presentation skills by 
Mahindra Pride School. Training sessions 
for undergraduate students were conducted 
throughout the year. Students gained 
self-confidence through workshops on 
personality development. They were also 
trained in computer skills, language and 
communication skills and employability 
skills. Three hundred and forty students 
were involved in the various programmes 
conducted through the academic year. Under 
the able guidance of Dr. Sr. Helen Vincent 
fmm, former Principal of the College and 
Director, English Language and Life Skills, a 
group of 22 students enrolled for the English 
Language and Life Skills Certificate Course. 
They were trained in English, Grammar, Text, 
Computer Skills and Life Skills.

The College also offers a number of 
scholarships to deserving students. This 

year, a total of 1698 students benefited 
from College-instituted scholarships and 
fee concessions as well as from government 
scholarships and private scholarships 
amounting to Rs. 1,07,17,048 this year.

A function was organised to felicitate 
the Trustees of the Maharani Vidyavati 
Devi Vizianagaram. Nearly 200 student 
beneficiaries receive an annual scholarship 
of Rs. 10000/- every year from the Trust. 
Coaching classes for Chartered Accountancy 
began this year. 

The Career Guidance Cell started the 
academic year 2016-17 on a very positive 
note with 593 students, both undergraduates 
and postgraduates, registering for campus 
placements. Campus recruitment started as 
early as July this year, with Deloitte, Ernst 
& Young (EY), Google, Goldman Sachs and 
KPMG administering tests and holding 
interviews to select the finest students from 
the Departments of Commerce, Economics 
Mathematics and Computer Science. EY 
inaugurated the annual EY Scholarship 
Programme for the students of the 
departments of Commerce and Economics 
in March 2017.

The New Year 2016-17 saw a new alumnae 
committee take over: Rajitha Reddy as 
General Secretary, and Shivani Arora and 
Priya Madhu as Joint Secretaries. The Annual 
General Body Meeting was held in October 
2016. Sr. Annie Jesus Mary, fmm, alumna 
2005-2007 batch of the Department of 
Social Work, was felicitated for winning the 

“Best Commitment towards Anti-Trafficking 
Award” and the “Mahila Shakthi Award” 
from the Government of Chhattisgarh. Sr Annie 
is currently Executive Director, Jeevan Jharna 
Vikas Sanstha, Chattisgarh. Dr. Geeta Menon, 
another alumna, is the eleventh Dean of the 
Undergraduate College at New York University’s 
Leonard N. Stern School of Business.

The members of The Stella Maris Association 
of Retired Teachers, SMART, as it is aptly 
called, cherish the ‘homecoming' moments 
they spend together in the college campus. 
This year, they celebrated the 80th birthday 
of Dr. Thangamani, retired faculty of the 
Department of Mathematics had a practice 
session in the language lab, guided by Dr. 
Thilagavathi Joseph, and also had training 
in yoga. Dr. Agnes Fernando who had 
visited the ancestral house of Dr. Sr. Edith 
Tömöry fmm, one of the founding sisters of 
the College, in Budapest, Hungary, made a 
presentation, with photographs of the places 
and events associated with Sr. Tömöry. The 
retired faculty tried their hand in macramé, 
the art of making jute pot hangers, guided 
by Dr. Chitralekha. 

As we forge ahead, we reaffirm our 
commitment to our vision and the continuing 
search for truth. We repose our trust in the 
Almighty who guides us every step of the 
way. As I conclude this report, I thank God 
Almighty for accompanying us through this 
eventful journey. 
 
I place on record the many organisations 
especially the UGC, DBT and DST, 
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Government of India, NAAC, the Department 
of Higher Education, Government of Tamil 
Nadu, the University of Madras, the United 
Board for Christian Higher Education in 
Asia, and the International Federation of 
Catholic Universities, for their support and 
encouragement. My special thanks to Sr. 
Leena D’Souza, Provincial, and to all my 
Sisters at Stella Maris.

I extend my gratitude to all those who have 
made our achievements possible. I am 
immensely grateful to the Vice Principals, 
Deans, heads of Departments and faculty 
members, the Controller and Associate 
Controller of Examinations, the IQAC 
Coordinator, the NSS Programme Officers, 
NCC Officer, Director of Physical Education, 
the Librarian, Archivist, Director-SMCNC, and 
the Public Relations Officer.  A special word 
of thanks to the administrative and support 
staff and to Sr. Hilda. I thank Sr. Veera and 
her team for their meticulous management 
of finances.

My deep gratitude to the hostel wardens for 
their selfless service to the residents on campus.

I also thank very specially the club advisors 
for their support for and involvement in the 
activities of the various clubs.

Thank you dear parents, benefactors and 
well-wishers for your interest, generosity 
and for your presence here this evening to 
participate in our celebration.I would like to 
acknowledge the hard work of Dr. Bernadine 
Joseph and team in compiling this report. I 

would also like to appreciate the efforts of  
Ms.Shiny of the Vice Prinipals Office, Ms. 
Premi, Ms. Sandhya, Ms. Sri Priya and 
Ms. Gayathri, staff, Principal’s office, for 
their efforts. A special word of thanks 
and congratulations to the faculty of the 
Departments of Fine Arts and Physics who 
have organised the College Day celebrations 
this year.

May the Star of the Sea be the beacon that 
guides us as we explore new horizons in 
the future.

Thank you and God bless!

26
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Felicitation

Dr. Priscilla Jebakumari

Dr. Priscilla Jebakumari, Associate Professor, 
Department of Botany and Vice Principal, 
Shift I retires this year after three decades of 
meritorious service to the College.

The herbal garden maintained by the 
Department of Botany bears testimony to 
the untiring efforts of Dr. Priscilla who was 
instrumental in contributing to the variety and 
wealth of plants housed there. She played a 
pivotal role in initiating and running the UGC 
sponsored Certificate Course titled “Herbal 
Therapy and Beauty Care” in collaboration 
with "Visible Difference". The Certificate Course 
has been running successfully since 2008. 

Dr. Priscilla has held many key administrative 
positions in College; she has served as Dean 
of Academic Affairs, Dean of Student Affairs 
and has been the Vice-Principal of Shift I since 
2014. Besides these, she has also served in 

several committees. Faculty and students 
who have worked with her speak highly of 
her ability to coordinate and plan.

Her academic achievements are diverse. 
She has guided two M. Phil. students and 
has been a convener and co-convener of 
national and international conferences. 
She has presented papers at national and 
international conferences and has well 
researched publications to her credit. She 
has been a subject expert for the Boards of 
Studies of various colleges and a member of 
the Advisory Board under the Star College 
Scheme. She has also prepared manuals for 
various laboratory sessions.
 
Dr. Priscilla has been the co-ordinator of 
two projects sponsored by the UBCHEA: 
the Adyar Poonga Project and the project 
titled ‘Traditional Knowledge: An Eco-
initiation for Environment and Health’. She 
also underwent a three week leadership 
training programme at Haggai Institute, 
Hawaii, USA.  An enthusiastic and committed 
teacher, Dr. Priscilla has been the recipient of 
the Best Teacher Award from the Tamil Nadu 
Education Research and Development and 
was adjudged the Best Faculty Coordinator 
of the Rotaract Club for two consecutive 
years. In 2017, she received the Best 
Faculty Award of the College instituted by 
Cognizant Technologies.

As she retires from service, the College 
community invokes God’s choicest blessings 
on her and wishes her good health, peace, 
and joy.
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Ms. Neeraja N.

Ms. Neeraja N., Associate Professor, Department 
of Physics, retired this year after 30 years of 
dedicated service to our College.
 
A woman of conviction, Ms. Neeraja will be 
remembered as a compassionate, amiable 
and courteous person who had a distinctive, 
disciplined approach to her profession.

A specialist in Laser Physics and Solid 
State Physics, Ms. Neeraja has extensive 
knowledge of Experimental Physics. A highly 
skilled teacher, she always kept herself 
abreast of recent trends not only in her area 
of specialisation but in other related areas 
as well. The College community gratefully 
remembers her interest in the academic and 
personal development of the students. The 
number of hours she has spent with students 
with special needs after the College hours 

speaks volumes about her untiring services 
rendered to the student community. She has 
also shown deep concern for the academic 
progress of students hailing from deserving 
backgrounds and those who find difficulty in 
coping with academics.

Ms. Neeraja has served the College in a 
number of capacities. She has meticulously 
accomplished her duties as Assistant 
Superintendent of Examinations and as 
Assistant Warden of Our Lady’s Hostel 
and St. Joseph’s Hostel. During her tenure 
as Assistant Warden she was firm yet 
compassionate and ever mindful of her 
students’ needs.

The College community wishes Ms. Neeraja 
God’s abundant blessings and grace in her 
retired life.

Dr. Ulaganayaki Palani

Dr. Ulaganayaki Palani, Associate Professor 
and former Head, Department of Tamil, 
retires this year after having served the 
institution for the past 30 years. From 
1987 when she joined the Department of 
Languages to teach Tamil as a young and 
vibrant lecturer, she has inculcated the love 
of the Tamil language and literature in many 
a student. She sums up her passion for her 
mother tongue thus: “I like many languages 
but I breathe Tamil”.

The daughter of parents who were both 
professors of Tamil, Dr. Ulaganayaki 
acknowledges that her flair for the 
language probably runs in her veins. 
Named Thilakavathy at birth, the renowned 
poet Mu. Varadavasanar rechristened her 
“Ulaganayaki” after hearing her recite verses 
from the Thirukkural.

Dr. Ulaganayaki is a greatly honoured, well-
loved and widely acclaimed orator, public 
speaker, literary critic, and an inspirational 
teacher. She has mesmerised audiences 
with her command over the Tamil language. 
Having delivered speeches in all the 47 
kambarkazhagams throughout Tamil Nadu, 
she has also spoken at Tamil Sangams in 
Delhi, Kolkata, Trivandrum, Bangalore, 
Hyderabad and Mysore. She has also spoken 
at the Dubai Tamil Sangam and the Kuwait 
Tamil Sangam. She has been featured in 
many TV channels, such as Jaya TV, Podhigai 
TV, Makkal TV, Vijay TV and  Kalaignar TV. 
She is a regular speaker for AIR and her talks 
have also been broadcast on Andaman and 
Nicobar Radio, Mauritius Broadcasting and 
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the Philippines Radio. Her book, Vaarunkal 
Paechaalar Aagalam which has been a 
favourite with readers for the past 15 years 
testifies to her love for public speaking.

Dr. Ulaganayaki has served on a number of 
academic bodies. She has been a member 
of Boards of Studies in leading institutions 
and universities, has chaired many sessions 
at conferences and has been the judge for 
many oratorical and literary competitions. A 
prolific writer, she has published 12 books 
which have won great acclaim.  

She is widely travelled, having visited more 
than 35 countries and has pursued various 
academic interests. She has participated in 
conferences such as Ulaga Saiva Maanadu, 
Ulaga Tamil Maanadu and Sahitya Akademi 
Conference. Dr. Ulaganayaki has served on 
27 literary associations in India and abroad 
in various capacities. Her articles and essays 
have gained international recognition. 

Dr. Ulaganyaki’s contributions have earned 
her many titles. She has received 62 awards, 
a few among them being the Manitha Neya 
Mamani (2007), the Tamil Chudar (2009) and 
the Bharathi Illakiya Semmal Award (2015).

The College community wishes Dr. Ulaganayaki 
Palani a peaceful retired life.

Ms. Mallika Madhavan

Ms. Mallika Madhavan, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Fine Arts, retires after 25 
years of service to the College. An alumna 
of the College, Ms. Mallika completed her 
undergraduate, postgraduate, and M.Phil. 
from the Department of Fine Arts. She then 
joined the Department as faculty in 1982 
and worked here until 1990. She returned 
to teach in the Department in 1998. Since 
then, she has played a significant role as an 
admired professor of Art and Design. 

A true academician and a dedicated teacher, 
Ms. Mallika has constantly worked towards 
widening her areas of learning. She has never 
shied away from teaching new courses and 
has taken up the challenge of working with 
current subjects. Her unique sense of design 
has been showcased on several occasions 
on the College campus. She has always 
created highly imaginative and spectacular 
design solutions. Ms. Mallika is extremely 

compassionate and caring and has been a 
mother-figure to her students. She has also 
been generous with her time while working 
on several College programmes, be it for the 
College Magazine, design for backdrops, 
or for organising events and workshops. 
As a teacher, the personal relationship she 
shared with students has been evident over 
the years, touching the lives of generations 
of students. A generous and patient listener, 
she could see beyond the surface and has 
enabled many troubled students to face the 
challenges confronting them with confidence 
and courage. 

Service Learning in the Department has 
benefited tremendously from Ms. Mallika. 
She has collaborated with NGOs and has 
coordinated the painting of murals in several 
organisations, such as the Children’s Ward in 
the Cancer Hospital and the Children’s Room 
in the Madras High Court. All these murals 
painted by her students have brightened 
up the walls with positive and cheerful art 
work. She also accompanied her students 
to Perumal Malai, where they worked with 
tribal children during the Christmas holidays. 
Ms. Mallika’s sincerity, soothing voice and 
pleasant words can placate any person. She 
also stood up fiercely for what she believed 
in. This combination of value and purpose 
will long be remembered and cherished by 
both faculty and students of the Department 
of Fine Arts. To this truly wonderful person—
admired and adored as a teacher, artist, art-
critic, mentor and counselor, the College 
community wishes God’s choicest blessings 
on the journey ahead.
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Ms. Gowri Bhaskarun

Ms. Gowri Bhaskarun, Assistant Professor 
and Head, Department of Mathematics (Shift 
II) has served the College for 18 years with 
commitment and dedication. 

In the past 18 years, Ms. Gowri has 
contributed significantly to the growth of 
the Department. She was instrumental in 
introducing new papers such as Stochastic 
Processes and Financial Mathematics into 
the curriculum. She is one of the first scholars 
to have been recognised as an M.Phil. guide. 
Ten students have successfully completed 
their research under her supervision. With 
her passion for Statistics, she has guided 
several undergraduate and postgraduate 

students for their projects in this area. She 
was also generous with her time and assisted 
in organising conferences and conducting 
various activities in the Department.

Ms. Gowri was actively involved in extension 
projects and was in charge of the Functional 
Literacy Programme for seven years. She has 
also served on several committees in the 
College. Her unassuming nature and calm 
manner always captured the hearts of the 
people around her.
 
The College community thanks Ms. Gowri for 
her many years of service and wishes God’s 
blessings on her in her journey ahead.

Mr. J. A. Nathan

Mr. J. A. Nathan retires as Training Instructor, 
Department of Physics, after 33 years of 
committed service to the College. 

Mr. Nathan joined the College in 1983 and 
the Department of Physics in 1995. In these 
years, Mr. Nathan has been an asset to the 
Physics Department. He has completed 
specialised courses in Electronics, Computer 
Hardware and Multimedia and could be 
depended upon to help staff and students 
out of many problems in the laboratory. His 
skilful touch would set right the most stubborn 
of instruments. Along with the students, Mr. 
Nathan has enjoyed laboratory experiments 
and has shown a keen interest in learning the 
nuances of each experiment. His desire to 
learn the working principle of each experiment 
has amazed staff and students alike. 

A sincere, responsible and spiritual person, 
Mr. Nathan was appreciated by both the staff 
and the students for his extensive knowledge 
of laboratory equipment. 

The College community thanks Mr. Nathan for 
all the years of hard work and dedicated service 
he has rendered to the College and wishes him a 
very happy and peaceful retired life.
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Ms. Ragini

It is a tough task to recapitulate the 37 years of 
service that Ms. Antoinette Ragini has rendered 
as an administrative staff of the College.

Ms. Ragini began her journey at Stella Maris 
College in 1979.  For thirteen years she served 
in the College Library, meticulously organising 
and manually preparing catalogues of available 
resources.  She would assist students in locating 
relevant materials and instruct them in the use 
of reference sources, card catalogs and other 
information systems.
  
She joined the Pay and Accounts Office of the 
College in 1992. In 2002 she was transferred to 
the Bursar’s office to assist with the maintenance 
of the salary account of the approved staff, special 
fees, non-salary accounts and preparation of the 
financial statement of the College. Ms. Ragini 
performed these varied tasks diligently.

Ms. Ragini has commendable interpersonal skills 
and is also very humorous and fun loving. 

The College community is grateful for Ms. Ragini’s 
dedicated service to the College and wishes her 
God’s abundant blessings in her retired life.

Ms. Mary Bose 

Ms. Mary Bose has been a member of the 
administrative office of Stella Maris College 
for 28 years. After such a long history of 
dedicated and loyal service, she has decided to 
take voluntary retirement due to her ill health. 

Having joined the College in 1988, Ms. Mary 
Bose served in the offices of the Department 
of Social Work and the Vice-Principals for 
short periods. She began her work in the 
administrative office in 1990. She used her 
people and organisational skills to perform 
different functions, such as monitoring the 
Provident Fund, EPF, General Insurance 
and UGC accounts. She was also in charge 
of scholarships. Her dedication was evident 
in the number of times she went to the 
Collectorate to clear scholarships for the 
students. She also prepared the Transfer 
Certificates of the students. 
 
In all the work that she did, she was 
meticulous, sincere, and professional, 
straightforward and approachable. Always 
with a smile on her face, she is a person of 
deep faith and prayer.
 
The College community wishes Ms. Bose 
God’s choicest blessings and good health in 
the years to come. 
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Ms. V. Anthonyammal

Ms. V. Anthonyammal joined the support staff 
of the College in 1996 after her husband, who 
was also working in our College, passed away. 
For these 20 years, Ms. Anthonyammal has 
served the College tirelessly and has cared for 
the students and College campus as her own. 
It has been a common sight these past years to 
see Ms. Anthonyammal working hard to keep the 
College clean.

Ms. Anthonyammal will be missed not only by 
the staff and students but also the trees and 
grounds of Stella Maris College.  As she enters 
a new phase in her life, the College community 
wishes Ms. Anthonyammal a cheerful and blessed 
life ahead.

In Memoriam
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Mrs. Prema Masilamani

Mrs. Prema Masilamani who taught at the 
English Language and Life Skills (ELLS) Program 
at Stella Maris College, started her career at 
St. Raphael’s School before joining Benlink’s 
school as the Headmistress. After her retirement, 
she volunteered to help Sr. Claramma fmm in 
coordinating the Bridge Course, as the ELLS 
programme was called then.
 
A conscientious teacher, Mrs. Prema worked 
tirelessly to teach the students spoken English 
and grammar despite minimal facilities and 
resources available then. Apart from the ELLS 
course Mrs. Prema also wrote the script for the 
Christmas play and took great pride in seeing 
students enact it.
 
She was diagnosed with cancer in 2014 and 
heroically fought the illness hoping she would get 
better and return to teach. She did come back for 
a few months, enjoying every minute of her hard 
work. Unfortunately, she took ill again and passed 
away on 7 November 2016.
 
The Stella Maris College community is grateful 
for the dedication and commitment with which 
she rendered her services.

May her soul rest in peace.

Dr. Sr. Helen Vincent fmm
                                                                      Director

English Language and
 Life Skills Programme

                                                                                                  
                                                                                     

Sr. Louise Theresia fmm

It was in June 1956, when I joined the Stella 
Maris community as a young student religious 
to continue my graduation in B.A. Economics, 
that I first met Sr. Louise Theresia of the English 
Department. She was a veritable walking 
encyclopedia who seemed to know all the 
books in the library. I am ever so grateful to 
her for introducing me to books like Freedom 
Under God by Fulton Sheen and Summa Contra 
Gentiles by St. Thomas Aquinas. I was enriched 
and fascinated by the rich literary input from her. 
She taught us Lost Worlds, a non-detailed text, 
with so many details and insights of the ancient 
world and its culture that the text was no 
longer non-detailed.

Methodical and logical in her thinking, she taught 
us how to make study plans for every lesson, the 
logical sequence of facts to be identified in every 
chapter and every paragraph.
 

She had an extremely gentle and silent way of 
walking around and supervising study time in 
the hostels. She was also very good at individual 
counselling. She was deeply religious, patient and 
soft spoken, but physically very weak. She had a 
rare sense of humour and could joke about any 
topic. Her voice, singing “Angelina, Angelina”, 
still resounds in our ears.
 
Even though she returned to Canada in 1978 to 
continue her mission, she left a lasting impact on 
the Stella Maris College Community. She entered 
her eternal abode on 31 December 2016 in 
Quebec, Canada.

God bless her soul. May she rest in peace.
                                                                                                         

Dr. Sr. Helen Vincent fmm
                                                                      Director

English Language and
 Life Skills Programme
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Sr. Thecla Camacho

Sr. Thecla Camacho fmm, known by the public 
and the senior alumna of the College as Mother 
Eanswida, was a legendary person to whom the 
Stella Maris College community and the campus 
owe a great deal. She was an unforgettably 
courageous social worker. During the Second 
World War, when the Japanese held Americans 
captive, she was one among the 15 sisters 
enduring unimaginable hardships as a prisoner 
of war. She was rescued when the war ended and 
returned to the US from where she was sent on 
a mission to India. Commissioned to the newly 
started Stella Maris College, she founded the 
Department of Social Work here which initially 
offered a Diploma Course in the field. She was 
instrumental in developing the full-fledged 
Masters Degree in Social Work at the University 
of Madras in 1962 after which the Department 
of Social Work in the College began to offer 
a postgraduate and later an undergraduate 
programme in the field.

With Mrs. Mary Clubwalla and His Grace Louise 
Matthias, the Archbishop of Madras Mylapore, 
Sr. Thecla organised many welfare projects 
for children and slum dwellers. She was also 
instrumental in founding the Seva Samaj Homes 
and the many orphanages run by the Fransiscan 

Missionaries of Mary that provided institutional 
care for children. She effectively reoriented 
the ways in which many of these homes were 
run. She was also actively involved in a number 
of other welfare schemes such as the Buffalo 
Society, Quil Thope Housing Project and One Room 
Welfare Centre.

When Stella Maris College shifted to its present 
location, Sr. Thecla, along with Mother Carla 
Rosa fmm, Sr. Edith Tömöry fmm and engineer 
Mr. D’Silva played a crucial role in planning 
the layout of the hostels and other facilities on 
campus. She also cleaned and cemented the 
underdeveloped areas around campus.
 
Sr. Thecla Camacho passed away in Guam on 21 
January 2017. May her soul rest in peace.
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College
     Activities

The Stella Maris College Students’ Union can 
look back at this academic year with a sense 
of pride and achievement. The Union won the 
Best College Students’ Union Award twice this 
academic year. In October 2016, they were 
adjudged the best College Students’ Union at an 
interschool and intercollegiate “Students’ Union 
Day” organised by Didar Motors. They were 
again adjudged the Best College Students’ Union 
by Will Power Academy and Abi Real Estate. On 
6 July 2016, the Union unveiled their logo–the 

Delta, which depicts change. Their motto was 
“Create-Connect-Change”. The annual freshers’ 
talent hunt, “Chennai-86”, was organised on 
30 July 2016 to celebrate our glorious city. A 
minute’s silence was observed in memory of the 
terrible floods that wrecked the city in December 
2015 and a photo gallery was put up for the 
same. The Union also flagged off the “Change 
Maker Initiative” on this day. This was an attempt 
to identify the students with revolutionary ideas 
for making positive changes to the community. A 

Students' Union 2016-17

Students'  Union 2016-17
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wide variety of competitions were held and the 
T. Nagar Titans bagged the winner’s title. 
 
College days are most remembered for the 
lasting bonds students form with friends. On 9 
August 2016, the College celebrated Friendship 
Day. From 8 to 12 August 2016, several pre-
Independence Day events, such as essay-writing, 
“nano-tales”, poster-making, and rangoli and 
kolam competitions were conducted. On 15 
August 2016, the College came together to 
celebrate India’s 70th Independence Day and the 
College birthday. The “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, 
Upcycle” (RRRU) project was introduced on this 
day. An interdepartmental human flag formation 
competition was conducted and the Department 
of Mathematics  (Shift I) won the competition.

Teacher’s Day was celebrated on 7 September 
2016 and the teachers were honoured for their 
unconditional service in the field of education. 
On 15 September 2016, the College celebrated 
Onam. The Union performed the thiruvathirakali 
and put up a pookalam. Students came decked 
in elegant Kerala sarees.

“Rewind 90’s”, the inter-year cultural fest, was 
held on 17 September 2016 and the fest’s 
theme revolved around the golden age of the 
1990s. The overall winners were the third year 
students. As always, student entrepreneurs were 
encouraged to put up stalls on campus. On 28 
September 2016, Ms. Kirthi Jayakumar, founder 
of Red Elephant, conducted a peace-building 
exercise and interacted with students to sensitise 
them about gender equality.

Students' Union 2016-17 with the Deans of Students’ Affairs
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From 3 to 6 October 2016, Social Theme Days 
were held to promote physical fitness in fun ways 
by playing childhood games. As part of the RRRU 
project, recycled water cans were painted and 
distributed as dustbins.

Ten teams were shortlisted to present  ideas for the 
“Change Maker Initiative”. The five areas of focus 
were physical and mental health, clean, green 
spaces, waste management, water and power 
conservation, and women's empowerment. 

On 15 October 2016, the Union observed Dr. 
APJ Abdul Kalam’s birth anniversary. Phase 1 of 
the RRRU project was completed by distributing 
22 recycled cans to the Presidency Girls Higher 
Secondary School and the Directorate of Public 
Instruction office, in accordance with the Rashtriya 
Avishkar Abhiyan scheme.

As part of the Mother Foundress week, a poetry 
writing and bookmark-designing competition 
was organised. On 23 November 2016, Cultural 
Diversity Day was celebrated and students 
dressed in their traditional attires to represent 
their respective states.

Close to Christmas, a carol singing and 
Christmas card designing competition was 
held. A delightful Christmas programme was 
held on 22 December 2016. Project Woods 
was organised to deal with the after-effects of 
the destruction caused by Cyclone Vardah, by 
making resourceful products out of branches, 
twigs, leaves, and so on. On 12 January 2017, the 
ideas of the three change makers were presented 
and on Union Day, Priscilla M. from B. Voc. was 
selected as the winner of the competition for 
her ideas on food processing and sustainable 
generation of energy. On 25 January 2017, the 
College organised the first edition of its Club 
Fest, “Horizon 2017”. It comprised a number of 
performances by members of the various College 
clubs as well as various guest performances. 
Fifteen workshops were conducted by experts in 
their respective fields of expertise such as creative 
writing, music, dance, animal welfare and crafts. 
On 28 January 2017, the non-teaching staff of the 
College were honoured for their dedication and 
service towards the institution. 

On 15 March, the 2016-17 Union passed on the 
baton of leadership to the newly elected Union. 

From top
The Mime Club performing at Horizons 2017

The Students' Union with the Best College 
Students Union Award

The Western Dance Club performing at 
Horizons 2017

The Winning Team on Freshers’ Talent Day

Upcycled products after Cyclone Vardah

The National Cadet Corps has a rich tradition of 
moulding the youth of the nation into well-trained 
and motivated leaders. This year the cadets of 
our College participated in a number of camps. 
Their achievements at the state and national level 
camps have been commendable. F/Cdt. Betcy 
Theodore of second year B.Sc. Mathematics 
was awarded the gold medal in flying at the 
Vayu Sainik Camp 2016. She was also invited 
to participate in the Prime Minister’s Rally 2017 
at Garrison Parade Ground on 28 January 2017. 
After an orientation about the training, activities, 
benefits and scope of the NCC, first year cadets 
were enrolled into NCC on 20 June 2016.

 The Inaugural Camp was held on 5 and 6 August 
2016 at the Theosophical Society in which 
a number of competitions were conducted. 
Inter-platoon competitions were conducted 
on 18 January and 4 February 2017. Cadets of 
the College participated in a guard mounting 
ceremony during the visit of Their Excellencies 
Dr. Kiran Bedi, IPS (retd.), Lieutenant Governor 
of Puducherry and Dr. Mridula Sinha, Governor 
of Goa. Lt. Fancy V. F., Associate NCC Officer, 
along with cadets of Tamil Nadu, Puducherry 
and Andaman Nicobar Directorate attended 
the Advanced Leadership Camp held at Agra 
from 22 August to 5 September 2016.

National Cadet Corps 

Demonstration of Battalion Formation on NCC Day 2017
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Sixty cadets participated in the International 
Yoga Day celebrations at YMCA grounds on 21 
June 2016. Cadets were also trained in social 
responsibility through participation in social 
service activities.  Cadets also took part in an 
awareness programme about drug abuse and 
illicit trafficking on 26 June 2016 held at the 
lighthouse and the coastal clean-up programme 
at the Marina on 17 September 2017. 

Stella Maris NCC Company organised a guest 
lecture on “Digital India” by Ms. Jayalakshmi, 
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, 
Stella Maris College on 11 January 2017 for 
the cadets of our College, Women’s Christian 

College, MOP Vaishnav College, Ethiraj College, 
JBAS College and Quaid-e-Millath College. The 
cadets also conducted an awareness programme 
about “Digital India–Electronic Transfer” for the 
students of Children’s Garden School, Mylapore 
on 12 January 2017. 

The NCC Day was celebrated on 11 February 
2017 with Lt. Gen. Bobby Mathews, PVSM, 
AVSM, VSM, Commandant, Officers Training 
Academy, Chennai, as Chief Guest and Col. H. S. 
S. Krishna Kumar, SM, Director, NCC Directorate 
(TN, P & AN) as Guest of Honour. Bravo Platoon 
was awarded the Best Outgoing Platoon for 
the year 2016-2017 and Delta Platoon won the 

War Simulation on NCC Day

Best Competing Platoon award. The Best Cado-
leader 2016-2017 was awarded to SUO Lalitha 
M. of third year B.Sc. Mathematics and Best 
Outgoing Cadet for the year 2016-2017 was 
awarded to SUO Selvanaayaghi K. S. of third year 
B.Com. (Shift II). The cadets of the College were 
awarded B and C certificates.

Left
F. Cdt. Betcy with the Best Pilot–Gold 
Medal at the VSC camp

Bottom
Thal Sainik and Nau Sainik Cadets with 
the awards recieved at National Level Camps
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Activities & Achievements of NCC Cadets

Student Camp/Activity Level Achievements

Mercy Amala 
Josephine M. II 
B.Sc. Mathematics 
(Shift II)

TSC intergroup camp at 
Nagercoil from 13 to 22 
July 2016

All India Thal Sainik 
Camp at New Delhi from 
17 to 28 September 2016

State

National

Health and Hygiene–gold 
medal

Nirosha  
II B.Com. (Shift II)

TSC intergroup camp at 
Nagercoil from 13 to 22 
July 2016

State Health and Hygiene, Tent-
pitching, Obstacle, FC 
and BC, Map Reading–
Participated

Akshaya A. 
II B.Sc. Chemistry

NSC interunit camp at 
Lawspet, Puducherry from 
21 to 30 August 2016

All India Nau Sainik Camp 
at Karwar from 6 to 16 
October 2016

State

National

Service Subject, Semaphore, 
Drill–Silver medal
Boat Pulling–Bronze medal

Rigging–Gold medal
Firing–Bronze medal

Sagayanivedha G.  
II B.Sc. 
Mathematics

NSC interunit camp at 
Lawspet, Puducherry from 
21 to 30 August 2016

All India Nau Sainik Camp 
at Karwar from 6 to 16 
October 2016

State

National

Ship Modeling–Silver medal

Ship Modeling–Bronze 
medal

Thasleema M.  
II B.Com. (Shift II)

NSC interunit camp at 
Lawspet, Puducherry from 
21 to 30 August 2016

All India Nau Sainik Camp 
at Karwar from 6 to 16 
October 2016

State

National

Best Cadet, Semaphore, 
Rigging–Gold medal
Group Song–Silver medal

Firing–Bronze medal
Best Cadet, Health and 
Hygiene, Service Subject, Boat 
Pulling–Participated

Sharmila D.  
II B.Com. (Shift II)

VSC intergroup camp at 
Tiruchengode from 19 to 
29 August 2016

All India Vayu Sainik 
Camp at Jodhpur from 15 
to 26 October 2016

State

National

Aeromodelling–Participated

Aero modelling–Silver medal

Bhoomika R. S.  
II B.A. History

RDC intergroup camp at 
Trichy from 25 September 
to 4 October 2016

All India Republic Day 
Camp at New Delhi from 
21 December 2016 to 30 
January 2017

State

National

Best Cadet (Navy) Silver medal
Contingent Drill, PM’s 
Rally, Group Song, NIAP– 
Participated

Ship Modelling–Participated

Sanju S. Jangid  
II B.A. Sociology

RDC intergroup camp at 
Trichy from 25 September 
to 4 October 2016

Special National 
Integration Camp at 
Port Blair from 9 to 20 
February 2017

State

National

Best Cadet (Army) Group A II 
place; Contingent Drill, Group 
Song–Group A I place; NIAP, 
Ballet, Line Area–Participated

Participated

Joshila David J. 
II B.A. English

RDC intergroup camp at 
Trichy from 25 September 
to 4 October 2016

All India Republic Day 
Camp at New Delhi from 
21 December 2016 to 30 
January 2017

State

National

RDC intergroup camp at 
Trichy from 25 September to 4 
October 2016

All India Republic Day Camp at 
New Delhi from 21 December 
2016 to 30 January 2017
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Gani Priya 
II B.Sc. Mathematics

Sports and Games 
intergroup camp at 
Coimbatore from 5 to 15 
August 2016

Marina Republic Day parade 
on 26 January 2017

State

 
District

Participated

 
Participated

Betcy Theodore 
II B.Sc. Mathematics

All India Vayu Sainik Camp 
at Jodhpur from 15 to 26 
October 2016

All India Republic Day 
Camp at New Delhi from 
21 December 2016 to 30 
January 2017

VSC intergroup camp at 
Tiruchengode from 19 to 29 
August 2016 

National

National

 
State

Best Pilot–Gold medal

Best Pilot, Health and 
Hygiene–Gold medal

Special Invitee for Prime 
Minister’s Rally on 28 
January 2017

10 III year and 13 II 
year cadets of Army 
Wing

CATC camp at Women’s 
Christian College, Chennai 
from 10 to 19 May 2016

Unit Participated

One III year and five 
II year cadets of Air 
Wing

CATC camp at VIT Chennai 
from 20 to 29 June 2016

Unit Participated

Five II year cadets of 
Navy Wing

CATC camp at Quaid-e-
Millath College, Chennai 
from 22 to 31 May 2016

Unit Participated

One III year and four 
II year cadets of Army 
Wing

Pre IGC TSC camp at Bharat 
University from 5 to 11 July 
2016

Unit Participated

Two II year cadets of 
Navy Wing

Scuba diving camp at Anna 
Swimming Pool from 11 to 
16 July 2016

Unit Participated

Four II year cadets of Army 
Wing

CATC/RDC camp at 
Pratusha Engineering 
College, Thiruvallur from 
18 to 27 July 2016

Unit Participated

Eight cadets of Army Wing 
and five cadets of Navy Wing

All India Trekking camp at 
Nilgiris from 1 to 10 May 
2016

National Participated

M. Lalitha and C. Micmel 
Flora  
III B.Sc. Mathematics 

Archana Devi  
III B.A. Economics 

Firing Camp at 
Kandaswami Kandar’s 
College, Velur from 23 May 
to 1 June 2016 and 5 to 14 
June 2016

State Participated

Renuja and Infant Roshina III 
B.Com. (Shift II)

Army Attachment Camp at 
Wellington, Ooty from 14 
to 29 July 2016

National Participated

Three III year and three II Year 
cadets of Army Wing

CATC camp at 
Dhanalakshmi College of 
Engineering, Chennai from 
18 to 27 January 2017 

Unit Participated

Two II year cadets

Marina Republic Day camp 
at Jeppiar Engineering 
College from 17 to 27 
January 2017 

Unit Participated

Shamli 
II B.A. Economics 

All India Annual Training 
camp at Ezhimala from 13 
to 25 January 2017

National Participated

Sharline and Sadhana 
II B.A. History

National Integration Camp 
at Rourkela from 5 to 16 
December 2016

National Participated
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Five cadets of Navy Wing

Navy Band visit at 
University of Madras on 
14 November 2016

Unit Participated

Seven cadets of Navy Wing 
and two cadets of Air wing

Ship visit to INS Adyar on 
19 December 2016

Unit Participated

Eight I year cadets of Army 
and Air Wing

Aarthi 
I B.A. Economics

Cado alpha at Alpha Arts 
and Science College on 
25 and 26 February 2017 

Intercollegiate Participated

Best Cadet–Silver 
medal

Eight I year and two III year 
cadets of Army and Air Wing

Nikhath Fathima 
Swarna Priya 
Anupriya 
Keran 
Shea Misbel Peries

Cado fest at DG Vaishnav 
College from 2 to 4 
March 2017

Intercollegiate Participated

Best Cadet–Silver 
medal
GK & GSK–Silver 
medal, Debate–
Bronze medal
Cross Country–
Gold medal
Cross Country–
Bronze medal
Asthra–Silver 
medal 

National Service Scheme 
& Youth Red Cross
The National Service Scheme (NSS) and 
Youth Red Cross (YRC) units of the College are 
committed to inculcating the spirit of social and 
community service among the students. 

This academic year was an eventful and fulfilling 
one for the NSS and YRC units of the College. For 
the seventh consecutive year, the unit bagged 
the prestigious Radhakrishnan Rolling Shield 
for mobilising the maximum number of blood 
donors among women’s colleges in Chennai. 
The NSS Programme Officer Dr. Nirmala Alex 

was awarded the Best NSS Programme Officer 
at the national level. The unit also helped nurture 
the talents of the youth through various cultural 
activities and by imparting life skills education at 
various centres. The volunteers participated in 
a number of programmes throughout the year 
in the wake of incidents such as the murder of 
IT professional Ms. Swathi on 24 June 2016 
and Cyclone Vardah that struck Chennai in 
December 2016.

NSS and YRC volunteers with the Radhakrishnan Rolling Shield
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Achievements of NSS / YRC volunteers

Student/ faculty Achievement/ participation

Dr. Nirmala Alex 
NSS Programme Officer

Participated in the National Integration camp organised 
at Pollachi from the 2 to 8 May 2016.

Ms. Aarthi M. 
III B.A. History

Participated in the National Integration camp organised 
at Pollachi from the 2 to 8 May 2016.

Won the first place at the National Integration camp.

Ms. Jeya Preetha 
III B.Sc. Mathematics

Participated in the National Integration camp organised 
at Pollachi from the 2 to 8 May 2016.

Won the first place at the National Integration camp.

Ms. Catherine Saranya 
III B.Sc. Mathematics

Participated and was the guest speaker representing 
the student body in Kelu Chennai Kelu, an open forum 
for discussion, organised by Arappor Iyakkam in light of 
the Chennai floods. It was attended by governmental 
officials, bureaucrats and then the public at Valluvar 
Kottam on 28 August 2016.

Around 80 NSS volunteers
Participated in the survey for the enrollment of self-help 
group members and National Digital Literacy Mission 
Programme at Thirupachur, Thiruvallur.   

Around 50 NSS and YRC 
volunteers

Participated in a candle light vigil titled ‘Cry for Justice’ that 
took place on 29 July 2016, in response to the gruesome 
murder of IT professional Ms. S. Swathi in June 2016.

Cultural activities during a Special Camp

NSS and YRC Units with Friends of Mithra
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Blood Donation camp organised by the NSS and YRC units

Volunteers at the National Digital Literacy Mission, Thirupachur

Sports and Games have been an integral part 
of life at Stella Maris. Students choose to pursue 
professional training in a number of indoor and 
outdoor games. Students of Stella Maris have 
made their mark in tournaments at University, 
Zonal, State and National levels, bringing laurels 
to the College. Apart from these, the College 
has also organised a number of tournaments on 
campus. Under the able guidance of Dr. Ancy 
Immanuel, Physical Directress, the College has 
aimed high in sports and games and has often 
reached the stars.

The Stella Maris Lawn Tennis players

Sports & Games
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Student Achievements in Sports & Games

Game Student Achievement Level

Badminton

K. Sangeetha III B.A. Economics  
Afrin Fathima G. II B.Com

Winners at Pegasus 2016 National

K. Sangeetha III B.A. Economics 
Afrin Fathima G. II B.Com. 
Varsha George I B.Sc Psychology  
Supraja S. I  BBA

Winners at Madras 
University B Zone

Intercollegiate

Winners at Madras 
University Inter Zone

Zonal

Winners at IIT Sports Fest Intercollegiate

K. Sangeetha III B.A. Economics Participated at South Zone 
Interuniversity Tournament

Zonal

K. Sangeetha III B.A. Economics 
Afrin Fathima G II B.Com. 
Supraja S. I  BBA

Winners at Riviera 2017 National

Madhumita Meenakshi and Ramya at 
Champions Trophy

Table Tennis

V. S. Kokila I B. Com. 
Keerthi S. Arasu II B.Com

Gold and Silver in Singles 
at Pegasus 2016 

National
Keerthi S. Arasu II B.Com.
Swetha M. II B. Com.

Gold in Doubles at 
Pegasus 2016

Keerthi S. Arasu II B. Com 
Swetha M. II B. Com. 
V. S. Kokila I B. Com. 
Reah Pradeep I B. A. Economics

Winners at Madras 
University B Zone

Intercollegiate

Runner-up at Madras 
University Interzone 
Tournament

Zonal

Winners at Chairman’s 
Trophy 2016

State

V. S. Kokila I B. Com. Winner at 7th State Ranking State

V. S. Kokila I B. Com. 
Keerthi S. Arasu II B.Com.

Winners at South Zone 
Interuniversity Table Tennis 
Tournament

South Zone 
Interuniversity

Fourth place at All India 
Interuniversity Tournament

All India 
Interuniversity

Lawn Tennis

Madhumitha Meenakshi  
I B.Com. 
S. Ramya III B. Sc. Mathematics

Runner-up at Chairman’s 
Trophy 2016

State

Madhumitha Meenakshi  
I B.Com. 
Mehaa Raajeis I B.Com.

Winners at SSN Trophy 
2016

National

Madhumitha Meenakshi  
I B.Com. 
S. Ramya III B. Sc. Mathematics 
Mehaa Raajeis I B.Com.

Runners-up at Madras 
University B Zone 

Intercollegiate

Madhumitha Meenakshi  
I B.Com.

Runner-up at South Zone 
Interuniversity 

South Zone 
Interuniversity

Runner-up at All India 
Interuniversity

All India 
Interuniversity
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Keerthi Arasu and Sweta at Pegasus 2016

Basketball

Pon Shanthini  
II M. A. International Studies 
K. S. Sucharitha III B. Com. 
Akila S. II B.Com. 
Merlin J. II B. A. History 
Graceya A. II B. A. History 
Kadhiravi A. II B. A. Sociology 
Gayathri L. I B.Com. 
Aashmi Maria Baby I B.Com. 
Vanthana B. B. Com. (CS) 
Jayabharthi R.V. I B. Sc. 
Mathematics 
Monisha Kumari S. I B Sc. 
Mathematics 
Maria Teres Kochichunnel I B.A. 
English

Winners at Madras 
University B Zone

Intercollegiate

Runner-up at Madras 
University Inter zone

Inter zone

Winners at IIT Sports Fest 
2016

Intercollegiate

Runner-up at JBAS Sports 
Festival 2016

State

K. S. Suchritha III B. Com. 
Merlin J. II B. A. History 
Graceya A. II B.A. History

Participated at the South 
Zone Inter university

South Zone 
Interuniversity

Chess

S. Saranya II M. Com. 
Preetha Arokiya Mary III BCA 
Niveditha M. II B. Com.
Vedashawmya K.S.  
II B.A. Economics 
Krishna Priya II B.Sc. Botany 
M. Gayathri  I BCA

Winners at Madras 
University B Zone

Zonal

Third Place at Madras 
University Inter Zone

Inter Zone

Third Place at VASPO 2016 National

The Stella Maris Basketball Team scores a basket

Handball

S. Sanjana I B. Sc. Physics  
Aruneshwari Saravanan 
I B.Sc. Botany 
Nirmala A I B.Com.

Third Place at Madras 
University Inter Zone

Inter Zone

Aruneshwari Saravanan 
I B.Sc. Botany, 

Nandhana Prabhu  
I B.A. Sociology 

Participated at 33rd 
Junior National Handball 
Championship

National

Aruneshwari Saravanan  
I B. Sc. Botany

Participated at South Zone 
Inter University 

South Zone 
Inter University

Volleyball

Sindhu D. I M.Sc. Biotechnology 
Shruthi M. III B. Com. (CS) 
Nirmala S. III B. Com. (CS) 
Pavidharini III B. Com. (CS)
Swetha C.B. II B. Com 
Sumitha U. II B. Com.

Winners at IIT Sports Fest 
2016

Intercollegiate
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Rochelle Maria Macfarlane in action

 
Athletics

 
Rochelle Maria Macfarlane 
III B.A. Economics

Silver Medal in Triple jump 
at 14th Federation cup 

National

Gold-Triple jump at 3rd 
South Asian Federation 
Quality Meet

National

Gold-Triple jump at 93rd 
Malaysian Open Athletic 
Meet, Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia.

International

Gold-Triple jump at A.L. 
Mudaliar Athletic Meet

Silver-Long jump at A.L. 
Mudaliar Athletic Meet

Madras 
University

Participated at All India 
Inter University Athletic 
Meet

All India Inter 
University

Hockey

N. Niranjini III B. Com. 
Swetha H. III B.Com. 
Chandini Rajput III B.Com. 
Mohitha K. III B. Com. 
Vimmy Veronicka V. III B.Com (CS) 
Karthiga R. II B. Com. 
Angelica Swetha S.P. II B. Com. 
Yamini Devi S. II B.Sc. Mathematics 
Vinitha R. II B.A. Sociology  
Pavithra P. II BCA 
Roshini K. II BCA 
Abisha Helen II BCA 
Akshaya D. II B. Com. 
Preethi J. II B. Com. (CS) 
Rekha P. II B. Com. CS 
Anushiya P. I B. Com. 
Keerthana B. I B.A. Sociology

Runner-up at 
Madras University 
B Zone

 
Intercollegiate

N. Niranjini III B. Com. 
Mohitha K. III B. Com. 
Karthiga R. II B. Com. 
Vinitha R. II B.A. Sociology 
Pavithra P. II BCA 
Roshini K. II BCA 
Abisha Helen II BCA 
Akshaya D. II B. Com. 
Rekha P. II B. Com. (CS)

 
Runner-up at 
Madras University 
Inter Zone

Inter Zone

Karthiga R. II B. Com. 
Vinitha R. II B.A. Sociology

Participated at 
South Zone Inter 
University

South Zone Inter 
University

Squash

Janvi Rathore, I BBA Silver at SSN 
Trophy 2016

National

Silver at All India 
Inter University

All India Inter 
University
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Roller Skating 
Solo Dance

Pranamya Rao I.K. 
I B.A. Sociology

Gold at Roller Skating 
Championship

State 

Gold at 5th National RSFI National

Fourth Place at 17th Asian 
Roller Skating Championship

International

 
Roller Skating Speed

Subi Suvetha 
I B.A. Economics

Third Place- 3000 mts relay 
at 5th National Roller Skating 
Championship

National

Horse Polo Namratha Kishore 
III B. Com.

Winners at International 
Women’s Polo League

National

Pranamya Rao her with Skating Medal Pranamya Rao on her winning skates

The Library is an important part of the College, 
and is open to faculty, students and visitors 
throughout the day.  Its holdings are augmented 
every year, and today it houses 1,07,607 books, 
(93,015 titles) journals, both national and 
international, and e-resources.  It also has an 
online digital institutional repository, DSpace, 
where faculty and researchers may contribute 
their own publications for uploading.  Question 
papers, syllabi and course schedules can also be 
accessed on DSpace. 

Many activities were organised by the Library 
staff this academic year, which began with the 

orientation for the first year undergraduate and 
postgraduate students. The American Library 
membership drive which was organised on 18 
August 2016 saw many enrollments from faculty 
and students. On 9 September 2016, the Book 
Exhibition, an annual event organised by the 
Library, was held.
 
The Library has been Wi-Fi enabled and many 
students have availed of this facility. In keeping 
with the College’s commitment to creating an 
inclusive atmosphere on campus, six computer 
systems with Job Access with Speech (JAWS) 
and Non Visual Desktop Access (NVDA) software 

Library

Ms. Geetha Iyer with students and faculty of Department of Zoology
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have been added to the Library to aid the 
visually challenged.

 The College was ranked at the top of the National 
Library and Information Services Infrastructure 
for Scholarly Content (N-List) Project, which is 
an initiative of the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development (MHRD).
 
The College established a local chapter for 
the National Programme on Technology and 
Enhanced Learning (NPTEL) Project in September 
2016 to encourage students to register for 
their programmes. NPTEL provides e-learning 
through online web and video courses in the 
sciences, management, arts and humanities and 
is funded by the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development (MHRD).

An interactive session with Ms. Geetha Iyer, 
former head of Sahyadri School (KFI), Pune, was 

organised jointly with the Department of Zoology 
on 30 November 2016. Ms. Iyer gave a brilliant 
presentation on commonly found insects that 
spin silk which is also the theme of her book 
The Weavers. Ms. Yassmin Abdel-Magied, an 
acclaimed Australian author visited the campus 
for an interactive session with the students. The 
meeting was organised by the Department of 
Social Work on 23 January 2017. The Library had 
put on a special display of her books and articles. 

The Library receives positive feedback from 
all visitors to the College.  The one given by 
the Principal of Holy Cross College, Nagercoil, 
who visited the SMC Library on 27 July 2016 
sums up most of the responses: “The Library 
is extraordinarily good, well maintained…and 
the staff members are service minded, ready to 
render service even to strangers.” 

The American Library Membership Drive Australian author Ms. Yassmin Abdel-Magied 
with the Librarian 

Stellarchives Updates    
The primary purpose of the Stellarchives is to 
collect, preserve, maintain and allow access to 
the rich historical evidence of the institution’s 
heritage for posterity.

This year, the annual meeting of the Stellarchives 
representatives was held on 23 August 2016. At 
the meeting, Dr. Agnes Fernando, Committee 
Member, shared her experiences of her search 
for the doctoral thesis of the founder of the 
Department of Fine Arts, Dr. Sr. Edith Tömöry 
fmm. Sr. Francisco Nirmala fmm, Committee 

Member, who had attended a programme 
conducted by United Board for Christian Higher 
Education in Asia (UBCHEA) in Boston College, 
USA, also spoke on the occasion. The Archivist 
Ms. Gita Balachandran presented the future 
plans for Stellarchives which includes a collection 
of annual class photographs from 1947 to the 
present. A booklet containing the profiles of 
Retired Faculty and Staff, and famous College 
alumnae would also be compiled with the data 
and the photographs available.

Mr. Hamish Boyd and Mrs. Fif Fernandes of Komali MeDi Clown Academy at the Archives
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Stellarchives had several visitors during the 
academic year 2016-17. Some of them were 
Sr. M. R. Basil Rose and Sr. Hilda Mathias from Holy 
Cross College, Nagercoil, Sr. Sahila, Sr. Chamila 
Fernando fmm and two sisters from the Convent 
of Our Lady of Victories, Sri Lanka. Other eminent 
people who visited the Archives included Dr. R. 
Nagaswamy, former Director of Archaeology, 
and former Curator for Art & Archaeology, 
Government Museum, Chennai, Ms. Geetha Iyer, 
former head of Sahyadri School (KFI), Pune, Mr. 
Hamish Boyd and Ms. Fif Fernandes from the 
Komali MeDi Clown Academy, and A. Revathi, 
transwoman writer and activist.

Writers such as Mr. Hamish Boyd, Dr. Mary Vidya P. 
Porselvi, Dr. Nanthamizh Nangai, Dr. R. Nagaswamy, 
Dr. Kalpana Jayaraman, Dr. A. Fatima, Dr. Srabani 
Bhattacharyya and Ms. Geetha Iyer autographed 
their books during their visit to Stellarchives. The 
following books, autographed by the ex-students 
and visitors of the College,  were presented to 
Stellarchives: Dare to Do by Kiran Bedi; Yassmin's 
Story by Yassmin Abdel- Magied; Now I Can 
See by Christopher Coelho; Aesthetic Chaos  by 
Crystaline Jeanetta John; Rangoli by Anuradha 
Ananth; and Nature, Culture and Gender by 
Mary Vidya P Porselvi.
 
On 29 July 2016, the Archivist gave a lecture 
on the importance of archiving for the students 
of the History Department. On the 69th birthday 
of the College, the Students Union screened a 
video taken from the video collection “The Stella 
Marian Saga: On the Road to the Future”. The 
video had been prepared for the Golden Jubilee 
Year (1996-97) of the College. 

With information available in the archives, the 
Archivist wrote two articles: one in memory 
of Sr. Louise Theresia fmm, faculty of the 
Departments of French and English and the 
other of Sr. Thecla Camacho fmm, founder and 
former head of the Department of Social Work. 

A new addition to the artifacts in Stellarchives is 
the first piano acquired by the College. It was 
manufactured by J. B. Cramer & Co in 1885 and 
was bought around the year 1950 in order to start 
the Bachelor of Music Course in the College. Sr. 
David, fmm, founded the Music Department in 
1956. She imparted both theoretical and practical 
knowledge along with Sr. Celine François fmm, 
using this piano. 

Stellarchives is happy that it lent its expertise for 
preserving and digitising the blue prints of all the 
College buildings on the campus.

The Provincial Superior of the Chennai Province, 
Sr. Leena D’Souza fmm, expressed great 
admiration for the Stellarchives team in the 
following words: “Ms. Gita & team, congrats 
for the wonderful Stellarchives—hard work, 
creativity, patience and love for specialty to set up 
this marvelous work”. Dr. Meenakshi Gopinath, 
Chairperson of the UGC Expert Committee for 
Autonomy Review remarked that Stellarchives 
had left her spellbound.

Stella Maris 
Pathway Programme
The Stella Maris College Pathway Programme, 
funded by the UGC Equal Opportunities Centre, 
aims to help students from the less-privileged 
sections of society gain access to employment 
opportunities which in turn could move them up 
the social ladder.
 
This year, the Stella Maris College Pathway 
Programme began with the Bridge Course for 
the first year undergraduate students prior to the 
commencement of their degree programme. The 
course, conducted from 11 to 16 June 2016 and 

was attended by 80 students and was organised 
to ease the students’ transition from school to 
college, to help them develop self-confidence 
and self-esteem, and to improve their English 
communication skills. The student volunteers and 
the office bearers of the Students’ Union 2016-17 
were actively involved in the training. They used 
action songs and games to make the programme 
interesting and interactive.
  
From 11 to 15 June, Prof. John A. Joseph, Ms. 
Vijayanthi, Dr. Nirmala, Ms. Sabitha and other 

Employability Training by TCS
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trainers in life-skills conducted interactive 
sessions on Interpersonal Skills aimed at 
boosting the self-confidence and self-esteem of 
the students. 

On 16 June 2016, Mr. Srinath and Ms. Judy 
Nagarajan—volunteers from TCS—conducted 
training sessions on SMART Goals. They also 
conducted activity-based sessions to help the 
students communicate confidently. 

The Pathway Programme, in collaboration with 
the Career Guidance Cell of the College and 
the Mahindra Pride School, trained the second 
year students in a forty-hour programme on 
interpersonal, communication and presentation 
skills between November 2016 and February 
2017. The students were trained through Group 
Discussions and Presentations. 

In collaboration with the Career Guidance Cell, 
the Pathway Programme arranged an orientation 
programme for the third year students. The 

resource person was Mr. Srinath Narayan Mani, 
Associate Vice President, Affirmative Action & 
CSR, TCS. After the orientation, about 40 students 
of Shift I registered for the Free Employability 
Training programme conducted by TCS as part 
of their CSR initiative. The third year Pathway 
Students were given a pre-recruitment training in 
Group Discussion, CV Writing, Handling Aptitude 
Tests and Interview Techniques by the Career 
Guidance Cell of the College in collaboration 
with a TCS team headed by Mr. Srinath Narayan 
Mani. The students will be recruited by TCS 
Business Process Services (BPS) through an 
entrance test and personal interview at the end 
of the free training. Successful candidates would 
then be issued Invitation Letters by TCS BPS to 
attend the TCS Initial Learning Program (ILP) after 
their graduation. On successful completion of 
the ILP, the candidates would secure entry level 
jobs at TCS BPS. All the students who attend the 
training programme regularly would receive the 
TCS Recognition of Participation Certificates. 

The Language Partnership Programme (LPP) is  
one of the best practices of the College. It is a 
unique English language learning initiative that 
enables students to learn in partnership with 
their peers. Based on diagnostic tests to gauge 
their level of proficiency in English; students who 
require an upscaling of their skills, i.e. Reading, 
Writing, Listening and Speaking, attend classes 
taught by their peers—Helpers—who in turn 
earn an extra credit during their third and 
fourth semesters.
   
At the beginning of the academic year, students 
with the requisite proficiency in English, who 
have a passion to teach their peers, and who wish 
to earn an extra credit during the third and fourth 
semesters, enroll as Helpers.

Language Partnership 
Programme

An LPP class in progress
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The students were administered diagnostic 
tests on the four language skills–Reading, 
Writing, Listening, and Speaking. The test 
was administered during the first week of the 
Foundation English classes. Students who 
secured less than 40 percent in the Diagnostic 
Tests were enrolled as Seekers.
 
The Programme ensures optimal communication 
amongst the Language Partners.  Classes were 
conducted every day in July; thereafter, the 
classes were held twice a week.

Review Tests were conducted periodically for the 
Seekers to evaluate the effectiveness of the LPP. 
The consolidated marksheets were sent to the 
Principal at the end of each semester.

In the odd semester, 147 students from Shift I 
and 90 from Shift II were enrolled as Seekers, 
while 69 students from Shift I and 28 from Shift 
II volunteered as Helpers. During the even 
semester, 134 Seekers were enrolled from Shift 
I and 86 from Shift II, while 55 and 22 Helpers 
volunteered from the two shifts respectively.

This year, 12 Seekers obtained a minimum of 
68 percent in the Foundation Core English End 
Semester Examination; these students were 
permitted to withdraw from the Programme. 
This is the first time that such progress has been 
recorded. These students have expressed great 
joy and satisfaction at both their achievement and 
the Programme that enabled them to perform 
well in their examinations. 

The English Language and Life Skills (ELLS) 
programme has been instituted to provide 
academic and skills training and support for 
students from economically underprivileged 
backgrounds in order that they might enter the 
mainstream educational process in due course. 

This year, 22 students from diverse backgrounds 
enrolled for the programme. Two were graduates 
from Tamil-medium institutions and several from 
Tamil-medium schools. The students were given 
academic and financial help.

The classes in Spoken English, Grammar, 
Text, Computer Skills and Life Skills began 
on 4 July 2016. These classes aimed to 
improve communication skills and enhance 
self-confidence. The students participated 
enthusiastically in all the programmes organised 
by the Students’ Union, especially “Green 
Initiatives”, which focussed on environmental 
issues and their mitigation. Many students joined 
tailoring classes at Shanti Bhavan and some 
worked in the library in the afternoons.

English Language &
Life Skills Programme

Christmas Programme
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Students went on educational trips to Anna 
Central Library and DakshinaChitra. Teachers’ 
Day and Christmas were celebrated with great 
enthusiasm. The year ended with a series 
of successful workshops on poster-making 
organised by Dr. Millie Nihila, Director, Centre 
for Women’s Studies and Dr. Anne Samuel of the 
Department of Fine Arts.

The valedictory, held on 6 April 2017, celebrated 
the students’ achievements with the distribution 
of certificates and awards.

Picnic at DakshinChitra

Computer class in progress

87

The Centre for Research in Science and 
Technology (CRIST) conducted a three-month 
certificate course on “Exploring Nanoscience–
Synthesis and Characterisation of Nanoparticles” 
in collaboration with the DST unit of Nanoscience 
and Thematic Unit of Excellence, IIT-Madras, from 
January to March 2017. The programme, which 
ran from January to March 2017, was supported 
by the Star College Scheme, Department 
of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Government of India. Twenty-eight 
undergraduate students from the departments 
of Physics, Chemistry, Botany and Zoology 
attended the course. Dr. Mary N. L. and Ms. 

Centre for Research in 
Science & Technology

Participants at the Certificate Course on Exploring Nanoscience 
with Dr. Sumio Iijima of Meijo University
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Elizabeth Varghese, faculty of the Department 
of Chemistry were the coordinators of the 
programme. During the course, the students 
synthesised several nanoparticles (copper oxide, 
iron oxide, cobalt oxide, nickel oxide and silver 
nanoparticles) through both chemical methods 
and plant based green synthesis. Students also 
learnt of various characterisation techniques and 
submitted scientific reports on them. 

The course also included a lecture series, 
demonstrations, and a visit to the laboratory of 
the DST unit of Nanoscience and Thematic Unit 
of Excellence, IIT Madras. The highlight of this 

year’s certificate course was a lecture titled “How 
I Discovered the Carbon Nanotube” delivered by 
Dr. Sumio Iijima, Professor, Faculty of Science and 
Technology, Meijo University, Japan. A series of 
lectures was also held at CRIST by several eminent 
speakers like Dr. T. Pradeep, Professor, DST Unit 
of Nanoscience and Thematic Unit of Excellence, 
Department of Chemistry, Indian Institute of 
Technology Madras, Dr. Sreeram, Principal 
Scientist, CLRI, Chennai, Dr. N. Nishad Fathima, 
Principal Scientist, CLRI, Chennai, and Dr. Cynthia 
Jemima Swarnavalli G., Head, Department of 
Chemistry, Women’s Christian College. 

Students in the CRIST Lab

The Stella Maris International Centre for 
Multidisciplinary Research (SMICMR) aims to 
promote and encourage research among faculty 
and students of the College. For the SMICMR, 
the year 2016-17 focused on rigorous research 
promotion among faculty and scholars. With the 
aim of enhancing the research potential of staff 
and students,  the Centre, in collaboration with 
the IQAC, conducted a series of research capacity 
building sessions for faculty of all Departments. 
These training sessions addressed the need to 
increase the number of research publications 
and also helped faculty to effectively synergise 
teaching with research. The key resource 
persons were Prof. Shashank Bhide, Director of 

Madras Institute of Development Studies, Prof. 
K. Ganesh, Department of English, Madras 
Christian College, Dr. Jayvel, Dean of Research, 
Anna University, Prof. Sundar, Department of 
Mathematics, IIT Madras, Prof. L.S. Ganesh, 
Department of Management Studies, IIT, Madras, 
and Prof. Sandhya Shekar, Former Director, IIT 
Research Park, Madras.

The Centre launched the undergraduate research 
programme as an option. The programme 
aims to position and promote research at the 
undergraduate level to enhance academic 
learning with research excellence. It encourages 
students to develop skills in collaborative 

Stella Maris International Centre 
for Multidisciplinary Research 

IMBA Graduation Ceremony
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learning, innovation and critical thinking. Experts 
from the region and from the international 
universities provided skill training and inputs 
during the course of the research sessions.

Many organisations and agencies such as the 
University Grants Commission (UGC), Indian 
Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), 
United Board for Christian Higher Education 
in Asia (UBCHEA), International Federation of 
Catholic Universities (IFCU), British Council, 
and the Tractors and Farm Equipment (TAFE) 
supported us in our research collaborations. 
TAFE has instituted the Jayshree Venkatraman 
Endowment to facilitate faculty development 
in research. Our Technology Transfer Training 
programmes in research are supported through 
partnership with IIT Madras, SRM University and 
Cognizant Solutions. The Centre continued to 
forge collaborations with international institutions.
This year we had joint activities promoting 
academic cooperation with the Liverpool Hope 
University, UK, Nottingham Trent University, UK, 

Southampton University, UK, Leicester University, 
UK, Illinois  Institute Technology, US, State 
University of Georgia, US, American National 
University, US, Sacramento University, California, 
Fraser Valley University, British Columbia, Trinity 
Western University, Canada, University of Poland 
and the University of Berlin, Germany. The 
International MBA progamme partnered with the 
Liverpool Hope University has successfully entered 
its third year in 2017. The students of the 2015 
batch also received their IMBA UK Degree Award.

In pursuit of excellence in research, the research 
departments have continuously worked towards 
quality output.  At present, 36 scholars have 
registered for Ph.D. programmes and 20 
M.Phil candidates are enrolled in the research 
departments of the College. In the true spirit of 
scholarship, the Stella Maris Research Centre is 
committed to promoting and facilitating research 
and collaborations that advance the existing 
knowledge base.

Prof. K. Ganesh with the faculty of the 
English Department

The Stella Maris College Extension Project 
Centre (SMCEPC) was established in 2013 to 
extend services to the villagers in and around 
Thirupachur village. At the beginning of the 
academic year 2016-2017, school students from 
sister institutions of the College, along with Girl 
Guides were given an orientation and awareness 
programme. The NSS students of the College 
held their annual camps and the Departments of 
English and Computer Science held their training 
and field trips in Thirupachur this year.

A summer training programme was conducted 
for women and children of the village under the 

National Digital Literacy Mission (NDLM). The 
programme was conducted in three batches 
and was spread across two sessions: from 20 
to 30 May 2016 and from 21 June to 5 July 
2016. About 105 villagers participated in the 
programme. A graduation ceremony was held on 
26 November 2016 with Mr. Raju Arumugham, 
Hubert Humphrey Fellow and GM (HR),  
S. V. Food Exports Pvt. Ltd, as the chief guest;  
Sr. Leena D’Souza fmm, Provincial, presided over 
the programe and distributed the certificates.

A new partnership was forged with Central 
Palmgur and Palm Products Institute (CPPI) of the 

Stella Maris College 
Extension Project Centre

Mr. Raju Arumugham with the participants
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Khadi Village Industries Commission (KVIC) and a 
one-day orientation programme on preparation 
and sales of different products was conducted 
by Dr. R. Muthusamy, Training Officer (KVIC). A 
variety of courses and training programmes, such 
as tailoring and embroidery, basic and advanced 
beautician courses, screen and textile printing 
along with making of herbal products, simple 
chemical making, baking, fruit and vegetable 
processing, were also conducted. The products 
were sold at exhibitions and fairs. CPPI-KVIC’s skill 
development programme also included training 
in a host of areas such as preparation of hand-
made paper, sanitary napkins, fashion jewellery, 
confectionery, home-made chocolates, palm 
leaf products, photo-lamination, mushroom 

cultivation, and polymer and rubber stamp 
making. At the orientation, Mr. T. M. Pandian, 
Assistant Director, CPPI-KVIC, talked about 
the CCCI and its role in the development of 
villages and Mr. R. P. Asokan, Assistant Director, 
elaborated on the different training and exhibition 
programmes available for the villagers. 

The Common Service Centre continued this 
year to provide various services which include 
fourteen businesses to consumer services, nine 
government-to-citizen services and five skill 
development and educational services to 27 
villages. Training in cashless transactions will also 
be embarked upon from this summer.

A participant at the NDLM Programme Dr. Muthuswamy interacting with participants

The Stella Maris Centre for Networking and 
Communications (SMCNC) continues its mission 
to network with a variety of organisations to 
provide students, faculty and departments with 
training and other learning opportunities.

Dr. Sundari Krishnamurthy, Director of 
SMCNC visited the USA between June and 
September 2016 and witnessed the signing of 
a Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Alamo Group of Colleges, Texas, USA and Stella 
Maris College on 3 August 2016. 

Stella Maris Centre 
for Networking & 
Communications

Signing of the MOU between Stella Maris College and Alamo Colleges, Texas, USA
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Dr. Robert Vella Jr., President, San Antonio 
College was the witness for the Alamo Group. 
At the event, Dr. Sundari made a presentation on 
“Recent Development Initiatives in Rural India: 
Private-Public Partnerships”.

SMCNC’s initiative to link the College to the CSC 
e-Governance Department led to a two-day 
training programme on “Cashless Transaction”, 
reaching out to nearly 1,563 students and 
faculty. Mr. Vinod Kuriakose, State Director 
of CSC e-Governance addressed students 
at three sessions on 13 & 14 February 2017 
along with Mr. Ramesh Vijayakumar, Associate 
Vice-President, Business Development, 
National Payment Corporation of India 
(NPCI) and Mr. K. Govindarajan, Assistant 
General Manager, Government Business 
Unit, State Bank of India. The resource persons 
were able to engage the huge audience in three 
batches of nearly 500 students each with practical 
demonstrations of cashless transactions.

SMCNC collaborated with the Khadi Village 
Industries Commission—KVIC, (Ministry of 
Micro, Small and Medium Industries-MSME) and 
organised a one-day seminar on 28 February 
2017 on “Gandhian Ideology/Philosophy and 
Rural Industrialisation”. Mr. D. Dhanapal, State 
Director of KVIC delivered the inaugural address 
and spoke on how KVIC embodied Gandhian 
Ideology. Other speakers included Ms. V. L. 
Indira Dutt, JMD and Vice-Chairman of The KCP 
Ltd., and Ms. Kavitha Sivapragasam, CSR Project 
Manager of Tata Chemicals Ltd. 

Mr. Ramesh Vijayakumar, NPCI elaborating on 
different kinds of cashless transactions

Ms. V. L. Indira Dutt, JMD and Vice Chairman of 
KCP speaking to the audience

Mr. D. Dhanapal, State Director of KVIC delivering 
the Inaugural Address on KVIC

The Stella Maris Centre for Development of 
Resources for Inclusion and Vocational Enrichment 
(SMCDRIVE), is the College’s extension centre 
on campus. It had its origins in Shanthi Bhavan, 
the Social Welfare Centre started by the late Sr. 
Thecla Camacho fmm in 1954. In keeping with 
the changing needs of the society, the Centre 
has now redesigned its activities and has re-
established itself as SMCDRIVE. In keeping with 
its vision of empowering poor and disadvantaged 
individuals, and thereby of fostering an inclusive 
and just society the various units of the Centre 
conduct programmes for women, children, 
adolescents, youth, transgenders and the 
differently-abled.

The activities of SMCDRIVE consist of the 
following: running a mental health clinic and a 

Stella Maris Centre 
for Development 
of Resources for 
Inclusion and 
Vocational Education

Training in Indigenous Food  Preparation
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Madras High Court, and Mr. Muthu Krishnan, 
Senior Manager, HelpAge India. There were 45 
participants in this programme. The NALAM 
Centre which seeks to establish wellness oriented, 
multi-dimensional services for rehabilitated 
psychiatric patients was started at SMCDRIVE on 
8 August 2016. Some of the activities of the centre 
are Skill Development, Recreational Activities, 
Life Skills, Summer Camps and Youth Clubs, User-
Carer Support Groups, Screening, Identification 
and Referrals for psychosocial distress and home 
based services for people with mental illness. A 
three-day workshop on jewellery making was also 
conducted by the NALAM Centre.

Various training programmes such as bangle-
making, pouch-making, and community 
mediation were organised for the women from 
the neighbouring communities. The Livelihood 
Project was inaugurated on15 November 2016.
Women from the neighbouring communities 
were trained in fashion designing and block-
printing. On 3 January 2017, a session on 
Alternative Disputes was organised for 150 
women from the neighbouring communities by 
advocates Mr. Arunachalam and Ms. Malathi.

Ms. Kousalya Periaswamy, President, Positive 
Women’s Network, spoke on gender and 
health related issues. The B.S.W. students in 
collaboration with Positive Women’s Network 
visited the S. S. Puram communities and educated 
women on gender and health related issues.
In the coming years, SMCDRIVE aims to 
strengthen its network with governmental 
orgnisations, NGOs and community-based 
networks to link services with the disadvantaged 
communities it serves.

counselling centre, demonstration for preparing 
indigenous and nutritious food, sponsoring 
children’s education and support services for 
the elderly and organising extension services to 
the nearby communities of the college namely 
Thiru Vi Ka Kudiyiruppu, M.K.Radha Nagar, 
Gangaikaraipuram, S.S.Puram, Nakeerar Nagar,  
MKR Nagar and Nochikuppam. 
 
A six-month diploma course in “Community 
Mental Health Care” for various grass-root 
development and health workers was offered 
at SMCDRIVE in collaboration with The Banyan 
and Rajiv Gandhi National Institute for Youth 
Development. This course was offered from 
June 2016 onwards for 30 participants from the 
neighbouring communities. On 8 August 2016, 
SMCDRIVE in collaboration with The Banyan had 
initiated a six-month Certificate Course in Lay 
Counselling. The training programme stretched 
over a period of six months and was conducted 
on Mondays and Thursdays for four hours a week 
for 35 participants.

On 24 August 2016,  in collaboration with 
Sarwin Counselling, SMCDRIVE organised 
a half-day workshop on “Child Behavioural 
Problems: Causes, Prevention and Remediation” 
for Psychology and Social Work students and 
professionals.The resource person was Ms. 
Shubha Mukundh, Senior Child Behaviour 
Therapist. On 20 September 2016, SMCDRIVE 
organised a legal awareness programme titled 
“To Create and Develop Awareness about the 
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior 
Citizens’ Act 2007”. The resource persons were 
Mrs. Adhilakshmi Logamurthy, L.L.B., Advocate, 
Vice President Women Lawyers’Association, 

The academic year 2016-17 saw a new executive 
committee of the Alumnae Association of Stella 
Maris College (AASMC) take over–Rajitha Reddy 
as General Secretary, Shivani Arora and Priya 
Madhu as Joint Secretaries. 

The year began with the inauguration of the 
Diamond Jubilee celebrations of the History 
Department. AASMC was instrumental in 
bringing Dr. Kiran Bedi, IPS (Retd), the Lt. Governor 
of Puducherry to the College for the event.

The reunion in October had a reasonably 
good turnout.  During the reunion a number of 
suggestions ranging from an alumnae festival 
to a request for a separate alumnae office were 
received. “Stella Gives”, a campaign to raise 

ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION 
OF STELLA MARIS COL-
LEGE

Alumnae 
Association of 
Stella Maris College 

AASMC Members at the Christmas Celebrations
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funds for the new building in College, was 
launched. The campaign will be conducted online 
in order to enable people from across the globe 
to give back to their alma mater. A new office was 
allotted for the alumnae association in the main 
block and Ms. Rochelle Simon was appointed to 
work on building the alumnae database. 

An alumnae festival was proposed to be held 
to enable people from across the globe to visit 
our College campus to conduct various activities 
which include entrepreneurship, entertainment 
and workshops. Souvenirs for retail on behalf 

of the AASMC were manufactured. Pens, 
T-shirts and bags have already been designed 
for this purpose.
 
December saw the Christmas celebrations 
held with joy and fervor. A beautiful Christmas 
message, carol singing, Santa Claus with his 
goodies bag were all part of this celebration. 

Despite various setbacks and uncertainties all 
around the city and state, the AASMC remains 
active and continues to persevere to bring back 
as many alumnae back to campus as possible. 

Training Session by Cognizant

Dr. Bhuvaneswari, the yoga trainer, had a remedy 
for many of our physical ailments, and all that 
we needed to do was bend, stretch, breathe in 
and breathe out in tune with her rhythmic chant 
of “right leg…and left hand…left leg…and right 
hand”. It was a delightful sight to see the youthful 
members trying out various asanas. We went 
home younger and smarter, more agile and alert, 
pledging to regularly practise the 10 asanas that 
we learnt. 

Dr. Agnes Fernando who had gone to Belgium 
on a study programme returned home with 
delightful memories and many good stories to 
narrate. She shared the experience of her visit to 
the ancestral home of Dr. Sr. Edith Tömöry fmm, 
in Budapest, Hungary.  Along with Sr. Sylvestra, 

Stella Maris Association
of Retired Teachers  

SMART Christmas celebrations with College carolers

The "senior" faculty who have turned "senior 
citizens" cherish the ‘homecoming’ moments 
that we spend together on the college campus.
 
Dr. Geetha Sridharan and Dr. Thilagavathy Joseph, 
the office-bearers of The Stella Maris Association 
of Retired Teachers (SMART), found a smart way 
to stay connected and created a WhatsApp 
group for SMART making information exchange 
among the members easier. 

This year’s programmes began with Dr. Thangamani 
cutting a cake on her 80th birthday. The members 
then visited the Language Lab where Dr. Thilagavathi 
demonstrated the application of the interactive 
language learning software–Tense Buster, Study 
Skills Success, and Business Writing.
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Sr. Edith had established the Department of Fine 
Arts in 1948 and was one of the early sisters who 
dedicated their services to Stella Maris College. 
Dr. Agnes visited her home in search a copy of 
Sr. Edith Tömöry’s Ph.D. Thesis “The Story of 
the Hungarian Chapel at Aachen, Germany”, 
submitted to the University of Budapest in 
1929, for Stellarchives. In the process she struck 
upon a treasure trove of photographs and 
letters, including one written by Dr. Sr. Helen 
Vincent fmm, informing Sr. Edith’s family about 
her demise on 30 May 1998 at the Stella Maris 
Convent, Chennai. The PowerPoint presentation 
made by Dr. Agnes, with photographs of places 
and events brought to life the legacy that 
Sr. Edith has left behind for the Stella Maris family. 
 
Clad in the colours of Christmas, red and green, 
the SMART members came together to sing 
carols and share the joy of Christmas. Dr. Christina 
Rajkumar who gave us the Christmas message 
gave a new perspective to the Christmas 
narrative with special emphasis on the faith of 
the shepherds, who believed the message of 
the angels, and the Magi, who followed the star. 
The SMART members cheerfully sang carols. The 

Student Choir from the Hostel and the students 
from the Department of Physics also sang on 
the occasion.

The retired faculty, with their passion for learning 
still afresh, tried their hands at macramé, the art 
of making jute pot hangers, guided by the deft 
hands of Dr. Chitralekha. There was excitement in 
the air as we tried out a new skill, measuring and 
cutting jute and making knots. At the end, each 
SMART member had a new piece of macramé 
and a sense of achievement.

The presence of some of our sisters, Dr. Sr. Helen 
Vincent, Sr. Susan, Sr. Christine, and Sr. Leonie 
in most of the meetings, and our togetherness 
in the serenity of the campus, are some of the 
reasons for the successful journey of SMART.  

Dr. Thilagavathy Joseph
Associate Professor (Retd.)

Department of English

Trying their hands at Macramé
Members of SMART getting ready 
to do their asanas

The Career Guidance Cell (CGC) of the College 
saw the academic year 2016-17 starting on 
a positive note with 593 students registering 
for campus placements. Campus recruitment 
started as early as 1 July 2016 with Deloitte, Ernst 
&Young, Google, Goldman Sachs and KPMG 
vying with each other to select the top students 
from Commerce, Economics, Mathematics and 
Computer Science.

With the prediction that there would be a slump 
in the IT industry and the fear that many freshers 
might not get their dream jobs, the CGC geared 
up to invite companies to speak to the students 
on current trends and organised industrial visits. 

The Career 
Guidance Cell

Nikita Wilson III B.Com C recieving the Ernst and Young Scholarship
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The BCA students visited the Perungudi office of 
Cognizant Technologies Solutions, and SAP Labs 
Bangalore did a one-day training programme 
on “Campus to Corporate”.  Verizon, ZIFO RnD, 
CTS, Scriplogix, Sun Pharma, were some of the 
companies that recruited the Science and 
Maths students.

Students from the Departments of Fine Arts and 
English were much in demand as content writers, 
teachers, and web designers. Exeter Premedia, 
SpiralUp, Scientific Publishing Services, recruited 
students as editors. Vellammal Schools and 
Entrayn Tech selected students as tutors.  
Other companies that visited were RBS, Scope 
International, RR Donnelly, and Sutherland.

This year, companies such as Tacit Key, 
360degrees, NTrust, Blue Pencil, IIT Knowledge 
Center, Zoho Corporation offered internship 
opportunities that would eventually lead to full 
-time placements.

The highlight of the year was the UNDP 
programme, where the students were selected 
for various training and internships. Mahindra 
Pride, as a part of their CSIR activity conducted 
soft skills training programmes for the final year 
first generation learners.

Every Year, Ernst &Young (EY) conducts a National 
Scholarship event wherein students compete 
for a scholarship prize of one lakh rupees with a 
summer internship opportunity at EY and assured 
placement on graduation. Stella Maris College is 
the only college in Chennai chosen to participate 
in this event. Deloitte Maverick also conducts 
a competition where students participate 
enthusiastically and submit case studies. Various 
talks were organised for the students. To name 
a few, Gandhi Fellowship Talk, HCL talk on 
Analytics, Career as a Copywriter and Editor.     

The Centre for Women’s Studies (CWS), funded 
by the University Grants Commission, seeks 
to study issues related to gender within an 
interdisciplinary and comparative framework in 
order to provide the space for creating a vibrant 
community of students, activists, and artists 
concerned with gender, sexuality, and wider 
issues of power in the society.

The Damini Club is the students’ wing of the 
Centre, and it helps implement the activities of 
the Centre. For the year 2016-17, the first event, 
a lecture entitled “What Does it Mean to be a 
Woman”, was organised on 27 July 2016. It 
was a participatory programme in which the 
students shared their personal experiences.  

On 6 September 2016, the students participated 
in an interactive session with the West Indies 
cricketer Dwayne Bravo. Bravo discussed the 
role of women in sports. He also encouraged the 
students to break the stereotypes associated with 
women in sports and to take it up as a career.
 
Mr. V. Balakrishnan from Theatre Nisha conducted 
two sessions for students on 8 September 2016. 
These sessions focused on breaking the 
conception of innate body images arising from 
community socialisation. The Centre, along with 
the Damini Club, observed the United Nations 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women on 25 November 2016. From 
that day  onwards, the international campaign 

Centre for Women’s Studies

Block Printing Workshop in progress
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“Sixteen Days of Activism against Gender-Based 
Violence” was organised. A sticker board was 
arranged on campus to encourage students to 
express their views on gender violence.

On 11 and 12 January 2017, a workshop was 
conducted by Ms. Kirthi Jayakumar of the 
Red Elephant Foundation and Mrs. Geetha 
Jeyakumar, a leading psychologist and women’s 
rights activist. This interactive workshop focused on 
individuals’ perception of women’s empowerment 
and coping mechanisms for stress.

A series of lectures was organised by the Centre 
for the undergraduate, postgraduate and English 
Language and Life Skills (ELLS) students of 

the College. A Meet-the-Author session 
with Ms. A. Revathy, a transwoman activist and 
writer, was conducted in collaboration with the 
Department of English. The event highlighted 
writing as a tool of resistance and survival 
to give voice to the voiceless in our society. 
This was followed by a workshop on block 
-printing for the postgraduate students of the 
Department of Public Relations at SMCDRIVE 
by Dr. K. Dakshina Murthy. Ms. Mahalakshmi 
Saravanan, founder of Women Entrepreneurs 
India, spoke on Digital Marketing.

A well-known historian and a women’s activist, 
Dr. S. Anandhi from the Madras Institute of 
Development Studies addressed the students 

Students and staff taking a look at the entries in the Poster Competition

of the Department of History on “Women’s 
Movements in India”. She made students realise 
that history is also her-story, which needs to be 
acknowledged through the women’s movements.

Dr. Anne Samuel, along with Dr. Millie Nihila, 
conducted a workshop on poster making for 
the ELLS students. The theme for poster making 
was “women’s issues”.  Sr. Helen Vincent fmm, 
Director, ELLS, organised an exhibition of the 
posters made by the students.

The Centre for Women’s Studies also offers 
a certificate for students who opt for any two 
General Electives on women’s issues. This 
academic year, special certificates were awarded 
to 18 students who had successfully completed 
General Electives on “Women and Identity” 
offered by the Department of Sociology and 
“Women Studies” offered by the Department 
of Economics. 

To commemorate International Women’s Day, 
a photography competition, essay writing and 
advertisement review competition were also 
organised. Dr. Millie Nihila of the Department of 
Economics and Dr. A. Mangai of the Department 
of English were also part of the organising 

committee of the 15th National Conference 
on Women’s Studies organised by the Indian 
Association for Women’s Studies in Chennai.

A workshop on “Gender Issues” was held in 
March and over 120 students benefited from it. 
Ms. Sankari, a transwoman and Mr. Sivakumar 
from Nilagal were the resource persons. Later, 
a skit “Ain’t I a Woman?” was enacted by the 
Dramatics Club. Dr. A. Mangai  led the discussion 
following the performance.

International Women’s Day was celebrated on 8 
March 2017. The chief guest for the programme 
was Dr. Ruth Manorama, a Human Rights Activist, 
well-known for her contribution in mainstreaming 
Dalit issues. She is also a winner of the Right 
Livelihood Award, the Alternate Nobel Prize and 
is the present President of the National Alliance 
of Women. She spoke to the College community 
about Women’s Empowerment. Dr. Manorama 
spoke about the important contribution of 
women to the society and the crucial fight 
against discrimination and inequality through 
an effective educational system and responsible 
social behaviour. 
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In continuation of the College’s efforts to 
encourage students to sustain and preserve the 
folklore, culture and heritage of Tamil Nadu, a 
number of activities were conducted as part of 
the project titled “Promotion of Folklore, Culture 
and Heritage of Tamil Nadu for Sustainable 
Development”. The project is funded by the 
United Board of Christian Higher Education in 
Asia (UBCHEA). These activities aimed at creating 
awareness and developing appreciation of many 
fading art forms of Tamil Nadu. 

To this end, students of many clubs were trained 
by artists. The students of the Folk Dance 
Club were trained in Poikkal Kuthirai Attam, 
Udambattam, Parai Attam, and Therukoothu. 
Students of the Classical Dance Club, two faculty, 
one school student and students from other 
colleges learnt a dance piece called the Salaamu 

Shabdam, a secular version of the Shabdam that 
forms a part of the repertoire of items learnt by 
students of Bharatanatyam. Students of the 
Mime and Street Theatre Club were trained in 
Kattaikoothu, an art form traditionally performed 
only by males. The students of the Light Music 
Club and the Enviro Club learnt several folk 
songs relating to nature and rural life sung on 
festivals and other occasions.
 
It was very encouraging that the NSS Unit and the 
Bharati Manram, trained their students in folklore 
and folk dances as part of their activities for the 
year. The students were trained in Silambattam, 
Devarattam, Periya Kuchi, Kaliyal Attam and 
folklore songs.

Students showcased their art forms they had 
learnt during the Independence Day, Pongal 

Project on Promotion of Folklore,
Culture & Heritage of Tamil Nadu 
for Sustainable Development

Participants of the Workshop on Sadir Attam

and College Day celebrations. The cultural 
performances were colourful and well received. 
The students of the Bharati Mandram and the 
Event Management Club also helped organise 
the festivities during the Pongal celebrations.
 
The students have had opportunities to 
showcase their talent outside the confines of 
the College as well. Many newspapers and the 
television channels carried favourable reports of 
their performances.  

Members of the Classical Dance Club and artists 
traced the history of the Luz Church through a 
music and dance performance choreographed 
by alumna Ms. Harinie Jeevitha at a programme 
that marked the 500th year celebrations of the 
founding of the Church. The lyrics of the musical 

composition were written by Dr. Ulaganayagi 
Palani, Associate Professor, Department of Tamil, 
to music composed by Ms. S. J. Jananiy, a vocalist 
also an alumna of the College.

The students of the Photography Club were 
introduced to the basics of videography through 
workshops on the subject. They have been 
helping document the various workshops and 
programmes related to the project and are 
currently involved in making a documentary film 
on the year’s activities. The Project Leaders have 
compiled a booklet providing a glimpse of the 
Culture and Heritage of Tamil Nadu. This was 
circulated as resource material to 21 Government/ 
Aided schools. Children of these schools were 
taught and trained by students of the Heritage 
Club. A quiz competition and a programme was 
also organised for school children on the College 
campus by the Quiz, Debate and Current 
Affairs Club.

With support from the Project, the Department 
of History organised several activities as part of 
the Madras Week celebrations for school and 
college students. As a special initiative and with 
the support of the Project, the Department of 
Tamil released the Tamil version of the College 
Song during the Pongal celebrations.
 
Students of the Department of Fine Arts 
created an artistic installation depicting the 
culture and heritage of Tamil Nadu. With inputs 
from their faculty advisor and a sculptor, this 
installation provided an orientation to students 
in conceptualising, designing, welding, metal 
cutting and shaping metal craft.

Installation created by students of the Fine Arts 
Department depicting the folklore, culture and 
heritage of Tamil Nadu
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As we look back at the year’s activities, we 
celebrate the interest, participation of the entire 
College community–management, students, 
club advisors, faculty, administrative, support staff, 
alumnae, retired faculty and the rich and generous 
contribution of the numerous artists who shared 
their time, expertise and life experiences with us. 
We consider it a privilege to have collaborated 
with the Heads of schools, teachers and children 
and hope that through this partnership at Stella 
Maris College and interaction with our students, 
the children will also be motivated to set goals, 
complete their schooling and pursue their 
higher education. We also hope that through 
this experience, our students will work towards 
reviving and preserving many art forms and be 
motivated to direct efforts to make education for 
the lesser privileged a right and a reality. 

As we send in this article, we receive happy 
news that based on the reports of assessment 
by an External Evaluator and review of the work 

done, the proposal for a grant for the activities 
for the forthcoming year has been approved. 
We thank the UBCHEA for funding this Project 
and everyone who has encouraged, contributed 
to and participated in the programmes we 
conducted. We hope that the College will 
become a Centre for preservation of fading arts 
forms, committed to the revival, preservation of 
the traditional arts of the State and the livelihood 
of artists.

Administrative Staff, Support Staff 
and Faculty perform Kummi

Udumbattam performance by the Folk Dance 
Club during Independence Day Celebrations

Project Leaders 
Dr. Kalpana Jayaraman 

Dr. Priya George  
Dr. Dolly Thomas

The Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) 
aims at enhancing quality in all aspects of the 
campus. The coordinator of the cell networks 
with various administrative offices in the 
planning, organisation, and execution of their 
respective activities. Information on various 
quality parameters and the adoption of best 
practices is disseminated to all units of the 
College. Workshops, seminars and capacity 
building programmes on quality-related themes 
are organised periodically by the coordinator, in 
partnership with other units of the College, as 

well as with the departmental representatives of 
the IQAC.

As is customary, newly inducted faculty 
members were given an orientation on the 
institution’s vision and mission and on the 
management of the college from 6 to 8 June 
2016. Teacher effectiveness, professional 
ethics, basic counselling skills, mentoring, basic 
communication skills, and time management 
were important aspects of the orientation 
sessions. Resource persons for these sessions 

The Internal Quality 
Assurance Cell 

Faculty members revisiting the College Vision and Mission with Dr. L. S. Ganesh
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were members of the management, faculty and 
experts from the corporate and voluntary sector. 
“Teaching the Scriptures,” a lecture delivered 
by Rev. Fr. S. J. Antonysamy, was organised for 
Catholic faculty on 8 June 2016.  

This year, the Cell undertook a year-long 
planning in preparation for the visit of the UGC 
Expert Committee for Extension of Autonomy. 
On 9 and 10 June 2016, a session on “Higher 
Education in India—Pathways to Excellence” was 
delivered by Dr. Victor Louis Anthuvan, Professor 
in Management, LIBA, Loyola College. This was 
followed by sessions on “Models of Teaching-
learning-evaluation” and “Programme and 
Curricula Design: Principles and Practices”. A 
session on “Course Integration” was delivered by 
Prof. L.S. Ganesh, IIT Madras. This was followed 

Newly appointed faculty at their Induction Programme

by a session on student performance and quality 
in higher education by Dr. C. Vijayan, also of 
IIT Madras. As an outcome of the sessions, all 
Departments were asked to revisit their respective 
vision and mission statements to realign them 
with the vision and mission of the College. In July 
and September, the Departments met again to 
discuss the same.

In June 2016, a session on “Teachers as Effective 
Leaders” by Rev. Fr. Joe Antony, SJ, was 
organised for faculty members with ten years of 
teaching experience.

To equip faculty with necessary research skills, 
the IQAC, collaborated with SMICMR organised 
four sessions on “Research Capacity-building” 
for faculty members of the Science departments. 

They say that the experiences of today will be the 
memories of tomorrow. There is no doubt that 
this is true when it comes to hostel life at Stella 
Maris. It is indeed a unique and unforgettable 
experience that each hostel resident will assuredly 
carry with her when they bid their goodbyes to an 
environment, a place and people that they have 
grown accustomed to during the past three or 
four years.
 
This academic year 2016-17 saw a number of 
activities taking place in the hostel. The year 
began with the Stella Maris Hostel tradition 
of welcoming the newcomers, followed by 
Freshers’ Day to officially welcome and orient 
the new batch of 2016. Various performances, 

representative of all regional communities in the 
hostel demographic, were staged to create an 
atmosphere of home away from home. Initially 
homesick, the freshers soon learnt to love and 
adjust to hostel life while developing a sense of 
responsibility and independence. 

The hostel community is a diverse, secular and 
inclusive one. Students staying here hail not 
only from various parts of India, but from all 
over the world. The differently abled also find an 
accommodative environment here. The residents 
are encouraged to  help the less fortunate by 
getting involved in charitable activities such 
as visiting cancer patients, teaching English to 
Tamil medium students and providing relief for 

The Stella Maris
College Hostels

Hostel residents in traditional Onam attire
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the victims of the floods of December 2016. In 
the true spirit of unity in diversity, the residents 
celebrate festivals such as Diwali, Christmas, 
Easter, Pongal and Onam. This creates a sense 
of familial belonging among students who had 
started their hostel life with a lot of apprehension. 
Freshers’ Day, Farewell Celebrations, and Hostel 
Day give students an unique opportunity to 
showcase their talents while creating a sense of 
togetherness despite the cultural differences and 
heterogeneity that exist among them.
 
Though the year was marked by a lot of chaos 
and disorder due to demonetisation, Cyclone 
Vardah, and the political unrest in Tamil Nadu, 
the residents proved, time and again, that 

nothing, not even a natural disaster, could 
affect their shared spirit as a united community. 
After Vardah uprooted nearly half the trees on 
campus, students took the initiative to clear up 
the uprooted trees and fallen branches that were 
strewn over the whole campus area. 

Pastoral care is offered to students by the 
wardens, and a nurse is always on call for minor 
medical emergencies. Hostel life gives residents 
the chance to grow into mature adults, who are 
self-sufficient, confident, and equipped to live in 
harmony within a diverse community. 

Nikita Pinto, Christina Joy and Kavya Rayala 
Third year B.A. English

Performers at Namma 
Chennai-Freshers' day

Stella Maris College is committed not only to 
the intellectual but also the spiritual growth of 
its students. To this end, the Department of 
Value Education conducts periodic retreats and 
workshops in addition to overseeing the conduct 
of Value Education courses.

The Inaugural Mass was celebrated by Fr. 
Peter Thumma on 15 July 2016. Ms. Catherine 
Saranaya, President of the Students’ Union 
introduced the theme of the Union for the 
year: “Create, Connect, Change”.  The coming 
together of the College community at the 

beginning of the year to celebrate the Eucharist 
invoked God’s blessings on all activities of the 
College allowing students and staff to experience 
His presence in all that creation.

The Value Education syllabus for the third year 
undergraduate students is geared towards 
building a humane and just society. As part of the 
course, the students were exposesd to the basic 
tenets of the major religions of India through 
guest lectures.  These lectures culminated in an 
inter faith prayer service comprising readings 
from various scriptures and songs in various 

Value Education

Fr. Bosco at the Thanksgiving Mass



114 115

languages. This prayer was conducted for all 
third year students.  The theme was “Peace 
and Harmony” as advocated by major religions 
such as Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, 
Jainism, and Sikhism in India. 
  
A workshop on “Gender Sensitisation” was 
organised at which a talk was given by Ms. Vasuki, 
Head,  All India Democratic Women’s Association 
(AIDWA) on 8 July 2016. Ms. Vasuki spoke about 
some of the pertinent women’s issues that cut 
across caste and class in India: honour killing, 
rape, sexual harassment, dowry deaths, unequal 
wage pay and indecent representation of women 
in media. Eminent advocate Ms. Adi Lakshmi 

Fr. Peter Thumma at the Inaugural Mass Inter-faith Prayer in progress

Logamurthy spoke about the various laws 
including Verma committee report, laws against 
dowry deaths and sexual harassment of women. 

Thanksgiving Mass was celebrated on 17 March 
2017 by Rev. Fr. Don Bosco SDB, Rector, St. 
Bede’s Higher Secondary School, Mylapore, 
Chennai. He encouraged students to bring about 
positive changes in society.

This year having been declared by the Catholic 
Church as the Year of the Family, a number of 
programmes were conducted to encourage 
familial togetherness. 

114
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Departmental 
Activities

Celebrating 60 Glorious Years

The Department of History was eagerly awaiting 
the dawn of the academic year 2016–17 as it 
was the Diamond Jubilee year. The Department 
had planned myriad activities to celebrate this 
significant milestone. The celebrations were 
inaugurated on 6 September 2016 by Her 
Excellency Dr. Kiran Bedi IPS, (Retd.), Lt. Governor 
of Puducherry. It was a memorable day in the 
annals of the Department and truly a historic day. 
Dr. Bedi touched the hearts and minds of every 
Stella Marian with her inspiring message. 

The Department organised a two-day national 
symposium on “Sustainable Tourism Practices 
in India: Lessons from the Globe” on 10 and 

11 January 2017. The symposium had an 
impressive panel of experts such as Mr. Ajit 
Mathai, Deloitte Consultancy, Mr. Aman Nath, 
Neemrana Chain of Hotels, Mr. Steve Borgia, 
INDeco Hotels and several others from the 
tourism industry who shared their insights and 
experiences on sustainable development and 
eco-tourist initiatives. The students presented 
papers on the second day. Mr. V. K. T. Balan, a 
tourism entrepreneur who has worked his way to 
the top of the industry was the chief guest for the 
valedictory function.

Scores of people have been part of the 
remarkable 60 year journey of the Department 
and no celebration would be complete without 
them. Therefore, the Department organised 

Department of History

Former Students of the Department get together for the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
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a grand celebration for the former students 
of the Department on 11 February 2017. The 
Department also honoured the retired faculty 
and 14 former students who have distinguished 
themselves as archaeologists, civil servants, 
journalists, academicians, social workers and 
lawyers. Former students from across the country 
attended the meet, and it was a memorable time.

This years’ edition of the Department Magazine 
Parivartana was based on the theme “Tracing the 
Roots” in an attempt to create interest among 
students to recall their family traditions and 
heritage.The students of the Department won 
the overall championship at the Madras Christian 
College and Loyola College Department Cultural 
competitions this year. The year was activity-
packed with guest lectures and co-curricular 
activities making the year truly fun-filled and 
exciting for students and faculty alike. A guest 
lecture was given by Prof. Osmund Bopearchchi, 
an expert on Buddhist art and history from 
Berkeley, University of California. Other guest 

lectures included a talk on Temple History by 
Pradeep Chakarbarthy as part of Madras Week 
celebrations, Dr. Malini Parthasarathy’s insightful 
lecture as part of the Indira Gandhi Endowment 
Lecture and Sriharan Balan’s talk on Tourism 
Careers and the IYF session on mind education. 
The Department cultural event, “BC to AD”, 
with the theme “Discovery of India,” witnessed 
a vibrant and colourful display of talents by our 
students as well as students of other city colleges. 
The chief guest for the occasion was Ms. Kamini 
IPS, a former student of the Department.
The Department has also made a mark in the 
tourism industry and education sector as we 
have been selected for the “Tamil Nadu Tourism 
Award-2016” in the category “Best College in 
Tourism Education.” The Department is striving 
to reach greater heights in terms of academic and 
intellectual activities and is poised for exemplary 
transformation during the coming years. 

Faculty of the History Department with Her Excellency Kiran Bedi, Lt. Governor of Puducherry

In the wake of several social entrepreneurs making 
news, the Department of Sociology identified 
“Social Entrepreneurship” as the theme for the 
events organised during the academic year.
The Department aims at presenting social 
entrepreneurship as a viable career option for 
the students. Mr. Sriram Ayer, a successful social 
entrepreneur and founder of the award-winning 
NGO Nalanda Way Foundation was the speaker 
at the annual Sr. Christine Antony Endowment 
Lecture held in November 2016. He highlighted 
the role of social entrepreneurs in promoting 
social change and traced the journey of Nalanda 
Way Foundation, a non-profit organisation that 
works with disadvantaged children from diverse 
backgrounds across India. 

Department of Sociology
To raise consciousness about the relevance 
of Sociology in today’s world, the second 
edition of SocioGenesis, an annual inter-school 
competition was conducted in September 2016. 
Besides on-stage events such as debate and 
paper presentation, the Department newsletter 
The Fourth Estate, was launched, this provides a 
platform for students to write about sociological 
issues. The events were designed in keeping with 
the theme “I—the change maker.”

The Department organised several special 
lectures by eminent personalities on a variety 
of themes. The first in the series of lectures was 
delivered in July 2016 by Dr. C. Sylendra Babu, 
IPS on the topic “Cyber Crime and Women 

Sr. Christine Endowment Lecture
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Victims” in order to create awareness  about the  
rising instances of online crime and the dire need 
for cyber safety for women.

The lecture “Child Victimisation: A Canadian 
Perspective”, delivered by Dr. Phillip Laird from 
Trinity Western University, Canada addressed 
issues revolving around child abuse, such as 
maladaptive family patterns, desensitisation 
of child victims due to repeated abuse and 
the need for a sensitive approach towards 
child victims. The Department organised an 
international conference on “Leadership: Issues 
and Challenges” partnered with SMICMR in 
collaboration with Trinity Western University. The 
Department also organised an interactive session 
with Human Books–a meeting with victims of 
crime. It was an opportunity to participate in 
a question and answer session with speakers 
from AIDWA.

The Department launched three Certificate 
Courses this year. The inaugural edition of the 
course on “Sociology of Law” was launched in 
July 2016. This is a 30 hour course which also 
includes a field visit to the Madras High Court. In 
collaboration with the Centre for Social Initiative 
and Management (CSIM), the Department 
introduced a certificate course on Social 
Entrepreneurship. As a prelude to this course, 
the Department invited Ms. Marie Banu, Director, 
CSIM, to introduce Social Entrepreneurship to the 
students of the Department. As part of the course, 
the students visited an old-age home and a tribal 
hamlet. The Certificate Course on “Employability 
Skills” for the third year students offers adequate 
training in CV Writing, preparation for interview, 
honing one’s aptitude, logical reasoning and soft 

skills. This is a 30-hour programme conducted 
by the resource persons from the Academy for 
Career Excellence.

In collaboration with the Department of 
Criminology, University of Madras and as part of 
their research activity, students of the Department 
collected data on beach safety. “Auguste Revel”, 
the annual intra-departmental fest is organised 
primarily to encourage innovation and student 
initiatives while exploring newer ways of learning 
Sociology. The fest, held in January 2017, 
featured on-stage events such as Binary Fission, 
Debate and Spelling Bee and off-stage events 
such as t-shirt designing and short film making. 
The first years emerged as the overall winners. 
The Department hopes to expand its activities 
and to continue identifying themes that are 
contemporary and relevant.

Special Lecture on Cyber Crime

For the Department of Economics, the academic 
year 2016-17 started with renewed motivation 
to facilitate creation of an environment that 
encourages research in Economics using 
high quality data. In view of this objective, the 
Department organised a three-day workshop 
on “Time Series Econometric Analysis” from 
14 to 16 July 2016. The resource persons were 
Dr. Sartaj Rasool and Dr. Sunil Paul, Professors in 
Economics from Madras School of Economics. 

The two-day Scholar-in-Residence Programme 
entitled “Conduct of Monetary Policy in 
India: Theory and Practice” by Dr. Amaresh 
Samantaraya, Associate Professor in Economics 
from Pondicherry was conducted from 29-30 
July 2016, to enable students to understand 
monetary policy usage and its implications and 
to augment knowledge of economic analysis of 

Department of Economics
monetary policy issues. On 10 August 2016, the 
Department organised the Dr. Sr. Helen Vincent 
Endowment Lecture on “Power of Economic 
Reasoning” delivered by Dr. Sunder Ramaswamy, 
the Officiating Director of the Madras School 
of Economics and also President and Professor 
of International Economics at the Middlebury 
Institute of International Studies, Moneterey.

On 17 and 18 August 2016, Dr. J. Regi Manimegala, 
Head of the Department, conducted a two-day 
Workshop on “Data Analysis using SPSS” for the 
second year students of the Department and 
final year students of Corporate Economics from 
Women’s Christian College.

A workshop on “Applications in Macro Economics” 
was conducted on 25 and 26 November 2016. The 
resource person Dr. Ramachandran, Professor in 

Participants at the workshop on Time Series Econometric Analysis
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Economics and Registrar of Pondicherry University 
who was the scholar-in-residence, provided an 
exposure to econometric analysis of macro-
economic issues using panel data.

The crowning moment of this academic year’s 
event was the Special Lecture delivered by 
Dr. Yaga Venugopal Reddy, former Governor of 
the Reserve Bank of India and former Chairman 
of the 14th Finance Commission. In the light of 
doubts expressed on the autonomy of RBI in 
the wake of the demonetisation policy decision 
by the Government of India the lecture was on 
“Accountability and Autonomy of the Reserve 
Bank of India”. The Department facilitated the 
placement of ten first year M.A. students as interns 

in the Department of Economics and Statistics, 
Government of Tamil Nadu. The students will 
assist with collection, processing and preparation 
of The Statistical Handbook, Government 
of Tamil Nadu.

As part of the Social Awareness Programme 
on “Health and Hygiene”, the first year M.A. 
students were trained to be agents of change in 
the personal hygiene patterns of school children. 
Through posters and video clippings, they were 
sensitised about health issues arising out of poor 
hygiene. School children were trained to maintain 
a personal hygiene diary. Many students of the 
Department also excelled in inter-collegiate 
competitions, sports, dance and music. 

Sivapriya receiving her award

The academic year began with the faculty of the 
English Department undergoing an intensive 
three-week training programme titled “Train the 
Trainer”, conducted by the British Council. 

A memorial in honour of writer and activist 
Mahasweta Devi was held on 4 August 2016. The 
Department’s focus for the events for the year 
was Translation Studies—an emerging field of 
study and research in English studies. In keeping 
with the theme, a Meet-the-Author session and a 
students’ workshop on translation were organised 
on 21 and 22  September 2016.  Eminent 
translator and editor Dilip Kumar and acclaimed 
editor and translator Subashree Krishnaswamy 
introduced the students to the tools and 
nuances of translating texts "embedded" in 
different cultures. Taking the theme forward, 
an intercollegiate Student Seminar, “Travelling 
Texts” was held on 29 September 2016. The 
keynote address was delivered by noted 
academician, poet, novelist and translator Dr. K. 
Srilata from IIT, Madras. 

Department of English
The New Year saw the Department hosting the 
annual poetry reading sessions in association with 
the Prakriti Foundation.  Poets from five countries 
presented their work to a rapt audience. This 
was followed by an exciting interactive session. 
Charles Stein and George Quasha from the 
USA, Daniela Danz and Hendrik Jackson from 
Germany, Somasundaram Pillai Pathmanathan 
from Sri Lanka, Sajjad Sharif and Shanaz Munni 
from Bangladesh and Arundati Subramaniam 
and Anupama Raju from India were the poets on 
campus this year. Candy Cathy Thomas of third 
year B.A. won the first place in the Poetry Slam 
conducted by the Prakriti Foundation.

The annual intercollegiate cultural festival, 
“Novella” was held with great spirit and 
enthusiasm. The events of this year’s “Novella” 
were woven around William Shakespeare to 
commemorate his 400th death anniversary. 
Events like Jest-a-Minute, Shipwreck and Creative 
Writing were held. Five city colleges took part 
in the day-long event which was held across 

MCC Students win Novella 2016
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several venues on campus. Inclusivity has been 
a hallmark of the Department’s teaching and 
practice. In keeping with this, a Meet-the-Author 
session was organised in collaboration with the 
Centre for Women’s Studies for the students of 
the Department with activist and transwoman 
Revathi, who took the students on a journey 
through the trials and tribulations of her life. 

N. M. Mathangi of second B.A. English won 
the first prize at the Bhavana Memorial Creative 
Writing competition held on 8 February 2017.

Faculty of the Department were nominated to 
doctoral committees and examination panels  
at Madras University and Loyola College. 
They were also nominated to the Boards of 
Studies of various city colleges. Dr. A. Mangai 
was recognised as one among ten women 
newsmakers from Chennai in the survey titled 
“Tackling Gender Stereotypes at Work”’ 
conducted by the magazine India Today. Dr. 
S. Sujitha was appointed as an international 

Lay Examiner for MRCS and FRCS candidates, 
Royal College of Surgeons, London. Both faculty 
and students presented papers at national and 
international seminars across South India. Several 
second year M.A. students won prizes at the 
seminars and their papers were published as part 
of conference proceedings.

Participants of the Translation Workshop with the resource persons

Dr. K. Srilata delivering the Keynote Address at 
the Intercollegiate Student Seminar The Department of Fine Arts witnessed yet 

another year filled with activities and programmes 
that enriched both students and faculty. The 
annual Dr. Sr. Edith Tömöry Endowment Lecture 
titled “Aesthetics of Indian Art” was delivered 
by former Director of Archaeology, Tamil Nadu, 
and former Curator for Art and Archaeology, 
Government Museum, Chennai, Dr. R. Nagaswamy 
on 30 September 2016. 

As has been the practice in the Department, 
several study programmes and field visits were 
undertaken through the year. Fourteen students 
accompanied by Dr. Anne Samuel, attended a 
two-week Summer School at Middlesex University, 
London, from 2 to 21 August 2016 to deepen 

Department of Fine Arts
their understanding of design, studio practice and 
History of Western Art.  Students of fourth year 
BVA went on a seven-day study tour to Hyderabad, 
Ajanta and Ellora in September 2016 accompanied 
by Dr. Sumithra Dawson and Dr. Anne Samuel.
 
A select group of students attended conferences 
and visited exhibitions to enhance their 
knowledge and keep abreast of the global art and 
design scenario. This included the “Design Yatra” 
International Conference at Goa in September 
2016 and the “Kochi-Muziris Biennale” from 
December 2016 to March 2017.

Workshops have been a regular teaching 
method in the Department. Dr. Sumithra Dawson 

At "Student Speak 2017"
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organised a tie-dye workshop for the fourth year 
BVA students with national award winner Mr. 
Dakshinamurthy as resource person. As part of a 
UBCHEA sponsored project, a group of 12 fourth 
year BVA students, along with Dr. Anne Samuel, 
conceptualised and executed a 15 feet tall 
metal installation comprising steel kodams and 
utensils combined with aluminium lamps and 
sculptures to lay emphasis on the rich heritage 
and traditions of Tamil Nadu.  Dr. Lakshmi Priya 
Daniel coordinated a Kerala Mural workshop 
with muralist  Mr. Sreejit. She also coordinated 
a Miniature Painting workshop with Ms. Lakshmi 
Krishnamurthy of Kalakshetra Foundation for 
the third year B.V.A. students specialising in 
painting.  In collaboration with the Goethe 

Institute, the Department organised a workshop 
on scratchboard techniques by German author 
Line Hoven for the final year undergraduate 
students on 17 September 2016. Several 
workshops related to creative photography, basic 
painting and figure drawing were also organised 
by Ms. Meenakshi Madan. One such significant 
workshop was the interactive session and 
demonstration on the "Nuances of Cartooning" 
by renowned cartoonist Mr. P. Venkata Raghavan, 
popularly known as Keshav, whose work features 
regularly in the The Hindu.

“Student Speak 2017”, a student seminar, held 
on 18 January 2017, was based on the belief 
that a good part of learning takes place outside 

Curio Corner

the classroom. It was in many ways a coming 
together of the Department in celebration of 
student learning, providing them a platform for 
public presentation. Encompassing the diversity 
of student experiences and interests, the seminar 
was categorised under three broad themes: 
Research, Experiential Learning, and Stella Maris 
Campus life. Students presented the wide and 
varied learning opportunities that have been an 
integral part of their educational experience.

Setting up a souvenir store on campus has long 
been on the agenda of the Department; this finally 
saw fruition this academic year. As part of their 
course titled Communication Design, the second 
year postgraduate students conceptualised and 

executed murals on the wall of the new store–the 
SMC Curio Corner–at the far end of the campus. 
The students have also developed Stella Maris 
merchandise such as mugs, bags, stationery, key 
chains, pouches etc. The store was inaugurated 
on 14 March 2017 by the Principal Dr. Sr. Jasintha 
Quadras fmm and will be operational from the 
next academic year. 

Stella Maris College has sought to inculcate in 
students the need to care for and preserve the 
environment. The 30 panels on the exterior walls 
of Stella Maris College, which created a sensation 
a few years ago during “Art Chennai”, once again 
became traffic stoppers. “Hope for the World” is 
a mural project by the Department of Fine Arts 

Students painting murals on the College compound wall
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highlighting the changing relationship between 
human beings and nature. Whilst depicting 
human oneness with nature, the painted panels 
illustrate the violence that humans have inflicted 
upon the environment through deforestation and 
exploitation of resources. Images derived from 
the folk idiom are interspersed with evocative 
quotes in the hope of inspiring Chennai to be 
respectful towards nature and to preserve its 
beautiful environs. Two hundred students painted 
approximately 1500 square feet on this theme 
of hope to create awareness of our distressing 
situation. The project executed between 14 and 
21 March 2017, was supported by Mr. Sanjay 
Tulsyan and Ms. Preethi Garg of Gallery Veda.
The faculty, too, have enriched the Department 

through various activities. Dr. Swapna Sathish 
published a few chapters in various books. She 
was also invited to speak at the College of Fine 
Arts and Design, University of Central Oklahoma, 
USA, on 29 April 2016 where she delivered a 
lecture, “Back Home from the Empire: Material 
Culture from 18th Century India”.  

Dr. Margaret Thomas and Dr. Swapna Sathish 
were invited to the 18th edition of the “Maker’s 
Market” organised by “By Hand From The 
Heart” (BHFTH) showcasing prints of hand-
rendered artwork and merchandise inspired by 
the city of Chennai in keeping with the Madras 
Week celebrations at Crowne Plaza, Chennai, on 
5 and 6 August 2016.

The finished murals

This was a year of new ventures for the 
Department of Mathematics. The year began 
with a new testing pattern used for the M.Sc. 
entrance exam. The Department first organised 
a workshop with Prof. Sundar, IIT, Madras to 
train and equip the faculty to set papers in the 
style of competitive examinations. The question 
paper, set in March, was vetted by Prof. Sundar 
after which the students of the Department of 
Computer Science prepared a testing package 
specifically designed for this purpose. The 
completed package was scrutinised by Prof. 
Sundar and his team from IIT, Madras and on 
30 May 2016 the entrance exam was conducted 
using the package. 

A workshop on “Graph Labeling” was organised 
by the Department on 20 July 2016 for the 
postgraduate students and research scholars 

Department of Mathematics
of Department of Mathematics to give them an 
insight into current research on Graph Theory. 
The resource person for this workshop was 
Dr. G. Sethuraman, Associate Professor, 
Department of Mathematics, Anna University. 

The Department also organised a guest 
lecture titled “Statistics and its Applications” 
on 26 August 2016. The speaker, Dr. Revathy 
Sundarajan, Associate Professor from Don Bosco 
Institute, Mumbai, addressed the undergraduate 
students of Shift I highlighting the important role 
played by Statistics in the field of infrastructure 
planning, literature, archaeology and the sciences. 

The Department has acquired mathematical 
software MATLAB R2016b under FIST 2015 for 
sciences. As part of the INTEGRA Forum, a guest 
lecture titled “Application of Optimal Control 

Dignitaries at ICAM 2016 with the Conference Souvenir



130 131

Theory” was delivered by Dr. G. Devipriya on 
2 August, 2016. 

The Intercollegiate Math Fest “MATHZOOM 
2016” for this academic year was held on 
1 October 2016. Three on-stage events were 
hosted: Quiz, Brigatino and Adzap and the 
off stage events where T-shirt painting, Poster 
Presentation, Olympiad, Paper Writing, Math 
Modeling, Rangoli and Shipwreck. About 211 
students from 28 colleges in and around the city 
participated and the overall rolling trophy was 
won by St. Joseph’s College of Engineering.

The “International Conference of Applicable 
Mathematics”—ICAM—2016 was organised 
by the Department on 30 November and 1 
December 2016 under the stewardship of Dr. 
Sr. Jasintha Quadras fmm, Principal and Head. 
Ten parallel sessions were held on the first day 
and seven on the second to make room for the 
overwhelming response to the call for paper 

presentations. Sixteen resource persons from 
around the world participated in the Conference. 
Apart from paper presentations there were also 
poster presentations in which 24 teams from 
three different Departments participated. The 
Conference had special issues in two journals: 
The International Journal of Pure and Applied 
Mathematics and International Journal of Artificial 
Intelligence and Soft Computing. 

The postgraduate students attended a talk on 
“Optimization Techniques” by Dr.  C. Vijayalakshmi, 
Assistant Professor, School of Advance Sciences, 
Department of Mathematics, VIT University. 

Through the Mathematics forum INTEGRA, the 
Department held competitions and workshops 
throughout the year culminating in the “Math-
O-Match” programme on 28 February 2017.  At 
the event, Dr. S. Mercy Soruparani delivered a 
lecture on “Decision Making” quiz and debate 
were also conducted. 

Catherine Sharanya 
receiving the prize for 
the Poster Presentation 
Competition

The students brought laurels to the Department 
by winning many prizes. Students of Shift I 
won the overall trophy at “Mathwoods”, the 
MCC Cultural Competition, emerged winners 
in the Independence Day Flag Formation and 
won prizes in NCC, Sports and NSS and YRC. 
Faculty of the Department have chaired paper 
presentation sessions, been external examiners 
for Ph.D. theses and resource persons to 
various institutions of higher learning. They 
have presented around twenty eight papers in 
national conferences, published six papers in 
reputed journals while eleven more papers are 
under review. 

Release of the ICAM Souvenir
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The year 2016-17 was an eventful one for the 
Department of Physics. The highlight of the year 
was the inauguration of the Sustainable Energy 
Management Laboratory in January 2017 which 
is the culmination of the efforts of the Department 
towards paving the way for a cleaner and more 
sustainable energy-friendly future.

Sr. Francisco Nirmala fmm, was selected to 
attend a three week “International Education 
Conference” organised by UBCHEA at Boston 
College Global Leadership Institute, Boston from 
11 to 30 August 2016.

Dr. R. Shanmugasundari attended a National 
Seminar on “Teaching, Learning and Evaluation 
Techniques” at MOP Vaishnav College, 
Chennai, on 30 and 31 of January 2017. Along 
with Dr. S. Sujitha of the Department of English, 

she won the first prize for their presentation titled 
“Best Practices Followed in Stella Maris College”. 
Under the aegis of the United Board for Christian 
Higher Education in Asia (UBCHEA), project 
titled "Training the Trainers on Vocational Skills" 
the Department organised a three-day training 
program for the faculty of the science departments 
titled “Faculty Development Programme on 
Sustainable Energy Management” from 23 to 25 
January. The workshop aimed to emphasise the 
significance of renewable energy resources and 
the accessibility to the same. It also concentrated 
on highlighting the working and monitoring of 
the solar panel installations on the campus.

In order to popularise the various branches 
of  physics and to emphasise the significance 
of effective learning of science in the school 
level, the Department conducted a one-day 

Department of Physics

Guest lecture on Microcontrollers for third year students

workshop for the students of classes VIII, IX and 
X on 18 January 2017. The workshop had active 
participation by students from two Government 
schools. Another important event of this 
academic year was the Popular Lecture Series 
where eminent scientists from various premier 
institutes across the country were invited as guest 
speakers. On 4 February 2017, Dr. R. Jayavel, 
Director—Research, Professor and Director, 
Centre for Nanoscience and Technology, Anna 
University, Chennai spoke on “Recent trends and 
Applications of Nanomaterials”. He also released 
the magazine of the Department, “Physik-2017”. 
The magazine is a product of effective team 
work by the student writers and editors of the 
Department, under the guidance of Sr. Francisco 
Nirmala fmm.

The Department organised a field visit to the 
Birla Planetarium in September 2016 as part 
of the Astrophysics General Elective course. A 
series of guest lectures was also organised on 
various contemporary areas of physics to expose 
the students to the research scenario in physics. 
The annual intercollegiate cultural fest of the 
Department “Electra 2017” was conducted on 
4 February 2017. The event saw overwhelming 
response and participation from various city 
colleges. The events for the day included paper 
presentation, quiz, creative writing, memes, 
comic strips, pot pourri and debate. The students 
of Madras Christian College emerged as the 
overall winners.
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Department of Chemistry
The academic year 2016-2017 proved to be 
fruitful for the Department of Chemistry due to 
the active involvement of the students and the 
faculty of the Department. 

The Department organised a number of 
workshops and guest lectures throughout the 
year to give the students hands-on training in 
various practical aspects of chemistry as well 
as to keep them abreast of current trends in 
the subject. In order to popularise Chemistry 
and to emphasise the significance of effective 
learning of the sciences at the school level, the 
Department, along with the Departments of 
Physics, Zoology and Botany, conducted a one-
day workshop for the students of classes VIII, IX 

and X on 18 January 2017 under the Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha Abiyan. 

As part of the UBCHEA “Train-the-Trainer 
Programme”, a one-day training on “Preparation 
of Fermented and Probiotic Foods” and hands-
on training sessions on preparation of jam and 
pickle was conducted for 14 faculty members 
from various Science Departments. This year 
saw the conduct of the first edition of “Famelab 
India”, a regional-level workshop at which Ms. K. 
H. Annapoorani of first year M.Sc. Chemistry and 
Ms. Elizabeth Varghese, faculty of the Department 
were selected from among 30 participants 
across South India. They went on to participate 
in a three-day workshop at Thiruvananthapuram, 

Students at the Workshop on Analytical Techniques 

Kerala at which Ms. Elizabeth Varghese was one 
of the top ten regional finalists. 

Dr. B. N. Jagtap, Director, Chemistry Group, 
BARC, Mumbai, delivered the Annual P.C. Ray 
Lecture on “Science and Technology for Social 
and Economic Development” in collaboration 
with IGCAR, Kalpakkam. Other eminent speakers 
at the event included—Dr. K. Ananthasivan, 
Head, Fuel Studies Section, FCD, CG, IGCAR, 
Kalpakkam, Dr. P. Ramamurthy, Professor & 
Head, Department of Inorganic Chemistry 
and Director, Centre for Ultra-Fast Process, 
University of Madras, Dr. Saroja Devi, Professor, 
Department of Chemistry, Anna University, Mr. 
Muthukumar, Department of Chemistry, IIT 
Madras, Ms. Vasundara of Visible Difference and 
Ms. Meenakshi Narayanan, General Manager, 
Cavinkare, and Dr. P Sivasami, Retd. Professor, 
Department of Chemistry, ANJA College, Sivakasi.
A workshop on “Molecular Modeling & Scaffold 
Hopping’’ was organised by the Department 
in collaboration with the Department of 
Bioinformatics with Dr. Girinath G. Pillai, CEO, 
Zastra Solutions Pvt. Ltd. as the resource person.
A Scholar-in-Residence programme was 

organised for the postgraduate and third year 
undergraduate students in Stereochemistry on 
14 and15 March 2017. Professor P. S. Kalsi Retd. 
Professor, Department of Chemistry, Punjab 
Agricultural University, Ludhiana was the resource 
person. He also released the 9th Edition of his 
book Stereo-chemistry on the occasion. The 
book was dedicated to Principal Dr. Sr. Jasintha 
Quadras fmm, in recognition of her contribution 
to higher education. 

For the second consecutive year, all the Science 
Departments under the Star College Scheme 
in collaboration with IGCAR-Kalpakkam, INS-
Kalpakkam Branch and IARP-Kalpakkam 
organised a one-day quiz competition on Atomic 
and Nuclear  Science  on 17 March 2017. An 
exhibition of posters and models depicting the 
activities of IGCAR and DAE was also arranged.  
  
As part of the Star College Scheme, the 
third year undergraduate students of the 
Department conducted the Intra-Departmental 
Fest comprising events like Adzap, Poster 
Making, Dumb Charades and Pictionary. The 
intercollegiate cultural programme “Chemfest–

Prof. Muthukumar delivering
 his lecture at the  

Popular Lecture Series
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Reactions 2016” was held in October 2016. The 
winners of the Dr. Sr. Annamma Philip Rolling 
Shield were the students of D.G Vaishnav College. 
The Sr. Juliet Irene Rolling Trophy for the quiz was 
won by the students of Vivekananda College. 

Dr. Shiny John Vairamon was awarded 
“Completion of the United Board Fellows 
Program 2014-2016” by the United Board for 
Christian Higher Education in Asia (UBCHEA). 
She also participated in various conferences and 
seminars during her fellowship at Assumption 
University, Thailand. Field visits were organised to 
places such as CLRI; Naalayan Research Centre, 
Navalur; Anabond—Adhesives and Sealants; and 
Aurobindo Paper Factory, Pondicherry to given 
students hands-on training in various aspects 
of chemistry.

Research collaborations initiated by Dr. Mary 
N. L. with industries such as Anabond—
Adhesives and Sealants, and Universities like 
VIT, Vellore and MG University, Kottayam have 
helped in strengthening research activities in 
the Department. She was the recipient of the 
Golden Jubilee Research Award in Chemistry 

for the second consecutive year. Instituted on 
8 October 2014 by former faculty members Dr. 
Rukmani Srinivasan, Dr. Jesurietta Sathian and Dr. 
Geetha Swaminathan, the Award recognises the 
contributions of a faculty member towards research.

The faculty and students of the Department were 
active in research and publication. The ongoing 
UGC Sponsored Major Research Project on 
Polymer Nanocomposites with Dr. Mary N. L. 
as the Principal Investigator and Dr. Revathy 
Rajagopal as co-investigator, is in its fourth year. 
A number of faculty members delivered guest 
lectures and conducted workshops at local and 
national levels. They were also nominated to 
serve as members for a number of committees. 
Ms. Priya G. of second year B.Sc. and Ms Rosmi 
Davis of first year M.Sc. were awarded the INSA 
Summer Research Fellowship 2017. The students 
of the Department won several prizes at the 
intercollegiate cultural programme conducted 
by Loyola, Queen Marys, MCC, WCC and 
DG Vaishnav College. Our students were the 
overall winners at DG Vaishnav College, WCC 
and Loyola College and were runners up at the 
competitions held at MCC.

Dr. Shiny John Vairamon 
at ASEAN University Leaders 

Program, Bangkok 

The academic year 2016-17 proved an 
eventful one for the Department of Botany. 
The Department organised experiments 
relating to raising of plantlets in test tubes 
(Tissue Culture), bottle gardens (Terrarium), 
biotechnology involving separation of proteins 
and plasmids through electrophoresis, handling 
of microscopes and respiration and synthesis of 
food by plants. Hands-on training, lectures and 
demonstrations were organised to impart the 
basic concepts of biology to the students 
through experimental learning.

A tree planting drive was carried out in the College 
supported by the Burhani Foundation in an effort 
to mitigate the loss of trees caused by Cyclone 
Vardah in December 2016. A walk through the 
campus was initiated by the Department to study 
the impact of the cyclone with Dr. Narasimhan, 
eminent Taxonomist and Head, Department of 
Botany, Madras Christian College, who was the 
resource person. He brought out the significance 

Department of Botany

Workshop on Fruit Preservation
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of the indigenous trees, their adaptation patterns 
and their resilience to the members of the 
Student Union and Enviro Club. The students 
collected data regarding the types and numbers 
of trees which fell. The third year undergraduate 
students collated the information and brought 
out a handbook titled Cyclone Vardah–Aftermath 
and Mitigation at Stella Maris Campus.

A number of field trips were organised for the 
students. The second year students visited the 
Irula Tribal Women Welfare Society, to interact 
with the members of the Irula tribe and gather 
ethnobotanical information. The first year 
students visited Kovalam to learn more about 
the biodiversity of algae. The third year students 
went on a field trip to Ramachandra University to 
learn about the recent developments in science 
and technology. A lecture on the importance 
of insectivorous plants was organised with Dr. 
Satish Kumar, an authority on the topic as the 

resource person. Lectures were also conducted 
on topics such as “Life Lessons from Plant Life”, 
“Seed Diversity”, “Mapping in Bacteria” and 
“Immunoelectrophoresis”. Workshops and 
training programmes in Mycological Techniques, 
Histochemical Analysis of Medicinal Plants, 
Maceration and Mushroom Cultivation were 
organised to equip students with knowledge 
about latest techniques in these areas. Students 
were encouraged to work in group projects.

 Faculty and students have been active in research 
this year. They have published research papers in 
journals and have presented papers in national 
and international conferences. Dr. Priscilla 
Jebakumari was awarded the “Best Teacher 
Award” by Tamil Nadu Educational Research 
and Development Centre on 5 September 2016. 
She also received the Best Teacher Award for 
2016-2017 instituted by Cognizant Technologies.

Bioinstrumentation workshop in progress Students collecting algae at Kovalam

Department of Zoology
The Department of Zoology, founded in 1956 
by Dr. Eileen Riordan, celebrated its Diamond 
Jubilee this year. The celebrations began 
with an inaugural mass on 13 July 2016. Sri 
Lakshmi Prasaad IPS, former student, delivered 
the inaugural address. On 1 August 2016, an 
awareness campaign was conducted by Aravind 
Kannan, Animal Activist FIAPO. 

The Dr. Meera Paul and Dr. Hannah John 
Endowment Lecture was organised on 16 August 
2016. Prof. G. Kumaramanickavel, Director, 
Centre for Medical Genetics delivered the lecture 
on “Medical Imaging and Retinoblastoma”.

A Wildlife Week Awareness Programme was 
organised by the Department of Zoology in 
the third week of September 2016. As part of 
this programme, poetry writing, essay writing 
and painting competitions were conducted on 
the following themes: "Threats to Biodiversity", 
"Wildlife in Chennai", "Wildlife on Campus" and 
"Wildlife in your Backyard". Several students 
from various Departments of the College 
participated in the competitions and the winners 
were awarded certificates. The programme 
concluded with a talk on “Biodiversity in 
Chennai” by Dr. R. Bhanumathi, naturalist, to 
familiarise the students with the fauna and flora 

At the Exzoobition
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of the city. A folio titled Butterflies on Campus, 
authored by Dr. Kalpana Jayaraman, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Zoology was released 
by Sr. Susan, Secretary, Stella Maris College. 
The first copy of the folio was received by Dr. R. 
Bhanumathi. The folio is a photo documentation 
of 43 of the 55 species of butterflies that have 
been recorded on campus. 

Three workshops on “Vermicomposting”, 
“Methods of Studying Animal Behaviour” and 
“Molecular Techniques” were organised for the 
students. The workshops aimed to enhance 
technical skills of the students through hands-
on experience. Nineteen guest lectures were 
organised for the students of the Department 
of Zoology. Resource persons from various 
institutions and organisations from India and 
abroad were invited to address the students.  
Ms. Savithri, Counsellor at the Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Department, Kilpauk Medical 
College delivered a talk about Menstrual Hygiene 
on 20 July 2017. On 25 July 2017,   Dr. Kesavan, 
Consulant, R & D, Prosetta Biosciences Inc. 
spoke about Monoclonal Antibodies and their 
application. Dr. Gayathri, Research Scientist, 
Multimodality Molecular Imaging Lab, Stanford 
University, delivered a guest lecture on 
“Molecular Imaging and its Applications”.  Dr. 
Purva Battar, Post-doctoral fellow, Department 
of Biotechnology, IIT Madras delivered a lecture 
on “Host Evasive Maneuvers of Pathogens”. 
Dr. Mridula Srinivasan, Protected Species 

Science Branch Chief, NOAA Fisheries’ Office of 
Science and Technology, Silver Spring, MD, USA, 
delivered a lecture on “Marine Mammals and 
their Conservation”.

Ms. Jessica Gnanadickam, former faculty of the 
Department of Zoology and Advisor, Professional 
Development of Biology Teachers, Sydney 
Catholic Schools, Sydney, Australia delivered a 
special lecture on “The Great Barrier Reef” on 
5 January 2017.

On 17 June 2017, Mr. Peter, Ms. Anbu and 
Ms. Rupa of the Chennai Trekking Club 
conducted an awareness campaign that stressed 
the importance of cleaning up our coastline and 
motivated the students to get involved in such 
activities to safeguard our marine ecosystem. 

Professor T. Sargunam Stephen inaugurated the 
intercollegiate cultural festival  “Synapse” on 
4 February 2017. Seven colleges participated 
in the various competitions. Loyola College 
won the overall shield. Ms. Anusha Shankar, 
Stonybrook University, New York delivered the 
Valedictory Address.

Students of Hobart Matriculation School and 
Chennai Girls Higher Secondary School visited 
the Department of Zoology on 27 January 2017. 
The students gained hands-on experience in 
apiculture, DNA isolation, and viewed a display 
of the Animal Kingdom specimens.

Participants at the Intercollegiate Painting Competition

Release of the folio Butterflies on Campus
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A national seminar on Marine Faunal Diversity 
was conducted on 20 February 2017. It aimed at 
alerting people regarding current issues related 
to marine faunal diversity, exploring career 
options in Marine Biology, generating interest 
in the subject and disseminating the knowledge 
gained at the seminar to the community at large. 
More than 60 students from various educational 
institutions participated in the seminar. 

The undergraduate students were taken on 
an educational trip to the Shell Museum and 
Aquarium at Mamallapuram on 7 January 2017. 
“Campus Count 2017”, a census of birds was 
held for the fourth consecutive year on campus, 
from 17 to 20 February 2017.  Twenty five unique 
species of birds were recorded by students, a 
couple of them for the first time. The Paradise 
Flycatcher and the Asian Brown Flycatcher were 
recorded for the first time on campus. These 
annual bird surveys help us keep track of the 
biodiversity on campus.
 
Forty-one students along with Dr. Kalpana 
Jayaraman, participated in the Deer Census at 
Guindy National Park on 26 February 2017. This 
Deer Census was organised by the Department 
of Forests, Government of Tamil Nadu. The 
students were trained to carry out the deer count 
using the transect method. 

The academic year has been enriching with 
the successful completion of several events as 
a part of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of 
the Department. 

Department of 
Commerce Shift I

The academic year 2016-2017 was an eventful 
and fulfilling one for the Department of 
Commerce—Shift I. 

The Department organised a number of guest 
lectures on various topics.  The guest speakers 
were Ms. Sonya David, DM2 Asia, Strategy 
Manager, Singapore, Ms. Sandhya, Chartered 
Accountant, Bank of New York, Chennai and 
Mr. Sai Mukunthan, Chartered Accountant, 
Chennai.  The Department, in collaboration with 
Chennai Business School, also organised three 
workshops for students on “Digital Marketing 
and Social Media,” “Financial Planning with 
Mutual Funds” and “Financial Markets and 
Stock Exchange.” The resource persons were 

Winners at Eminence—Loyola College Culturals
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Prof. A. Venkatasubramaniam and Prof. Sridhar 
Natarajan both from IIM, Bangalore.

The intercollegiate Commerce cultural fest, 
COMBAT 2016-2017 was conducted on 
4 February 2017.  It was inaugurated by 
Dr. S. R. Sam Paul, Director & Legal Head 
of Paulsons Group. Around ten city colleges 
participated in the various competitions that 
were held. 

As always, the students the Department 
participated in various intercollegiate events. The 
Department won the overall trophy at ‘Eminence,’ 
the Commerce Cultural programme conducted 
at Loyola College for the second consecutive 
year.  The students of the Department had also 
won a number of prizes at "Manovikas", the 
Commerce Cultural programme conducted at 
DG Vaishnav College.

Dr. Rashida Banu, Dr. Agnes Rozario and 
Dr. Shanti S. were appointed members of 

Inspection Commissions to verify details of the 
Commerce programmes offered by a number of 
city colleges for the continuation of provisional 
affiliation. Dr. Rashida Banu and Dr. Agnes 
Rozario were also nominated by the University 
to the Boards of Studies of Quaid-e-Millath 
Government College for Women (Autonomous), 
Ethiraj College for Women and Women’s 
Christian College respectively. Dr. Agnes Rozario 
participated in the Tamil Nadu College Teacher’s 
Convention on the National Education Policy 
at St. Joseph’s College, Tiruchirapalli and in the 
three-day conference on “Focus, Purpose and 
the Context of Christian Higher Education” at 
Christ University, Bengaluru. She also took part 
in the one-day conference on the “Implications 
of the New Education Policy”, organised by the 
Consortium of Christian Minority Educational 
Institutions of Tamil Nadu on 14 June 2016. Ms. 
Victoria Henry attended the “Train the Trainer” 
programme conducted by the British Council.   

Department of 
Commerce Shift II
The academic year 2016-17 marked a new 
beginning in the annals of the Department with 
the inauguration of the BBA Programme. In order 
to help students obtain professional qualification 
while pursuing B.Com., CA coaching classes for 
CPT were started in collaboration with John Morris 
& Co., along with the existing ACCA programme.

In connection with the World Entrepreneurship 
Day on 21 August 2016, an Entrepreneurship Talk 
was organised on 20 August 2016, in association 
with the Confederation of Indian Industries–

Young Indians Forum (CII–YI). Mr. Hanif Sattar, 
co-founder of Basics, shared his experiences with 
the students. 

In continuation of this, a four-day programme, 
“Entrepreneurial Programme on Innovation 
and  Creativity” (EPIC) was organised from 
29 August to 1 September 2016. The event 
was inaugurated by Mr. Mahadevan, Chairman, 
Oriental Cuisines Pvt. Ltd. Other business sessions 
included talks by Ms. Mahalakshmi Saravanan, 
founder, Women Entrepreneurs India, who 

Dr. P. Chidambaram at the National Conference 
"Dynamics of the Changing Landscape in Business"
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spoke about entrepreneurship among women, 
Mr. Gantavya Kshatree, founder, Blue Adda, 
Ms. Meenakshi Ramesh, Independent Director 
for Social Ventures, Mr. Vikash Nahar, Chairman, 
Entrepreneurship, CII–YI and Mr. Sarath Babu, 
founder and CEO, Food King Pvt. Ltd. Workshops 
were conducted to provide hands-on experience 
in baking, digital designing, fabric printing and 
making herbal products. The students and faculty 
of the Department also showcased the products 
they made. Members from the Ministry of Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises also addressed 
the students on various incentives and subsidies 
offered by the Government for start-up ventures.
A one-day workshop was organised for the 
final year undergraduate students on Financial 
Institutions and Markets, in collaboration with 
the Bombay Stock Exchange. A lecture and 
demonstration session on online trading was 
conducted for the first year students.

A national conference on the “Dynamics of 
Changing Landscape in Business” was organised 
on 2 and 3 February 2017. Mr. P. Chidambaram, 
Rajya Sabha MP and former Finance Minister, 
Government of India, inaugurated the Conference 
and spoke on realities of doing business. He also 
encouraged young women to break the glass 
ceiling by coming up with start-ups and making 
a mark. Other speakers at the Conference 
included Mr. Arjun Ananth, Portfolio Director, 
Peepul Capital, Ms. Gayathri Ramamurthy, 
Lead, Leadership Development, Capgemini, Mr. 

Joseph Brooks, Director of Operations, K-Lite 
Industries, Mr. Veeraraghavan, Head, Business 
Development, HTC Global Services, and Mr. M. 
L. Raghavan, Senior Vice President and Head, 
J. Walter Thompson. A panel discussion on 
“Redefining the Commerce Education—Skills for 
Tomorrow” was moderated by Mr. Sajid Khan, 
Head, International Development, ACCA, Oman.

Faculty members of the Department have 
continued to be active in research this year. Dr. 
Vidya Srinivasan, Ms. Renuka Devi and Ms. Nisha 
presented papers at international conferences. 
Dr. Vidya Srinivasan, Ms. Shanthi Selvanayagam 
and Ms. Violet Glady also published papers in 
international journals. Ms. Lydia also won the 
Best Paper Award for her research paper.

Faculty members of the Department attended 
sessions on “Teaching Effectiveness”, which 
were organised in collaboration with Excel 
HR Facilitations and Services Pvt. Ltd. and 
on “Assessment Process” with Ms. Aparna, 
Liverpool Business School, U.K., as the resource 
person. A group of ten students with five faculty 
members participated in an interactive session 
with Dr. Naushad Forbes, President of CII and 
Director of Forbes Marshall.

Ms. Jesintha and Ms. Pavithra attended the Pre-
Accreditation Meeting for academic institutions 
for conducting CA coaching. The programme 
was organised by the Southern India Regional 

Council of ICAI organised on 21 July 2016. 
Ms. Renuka Devi and Ms. Violet Glady also 
attended FICCI-YES50 Young Entrepreneurship 
Series organised by FICCI at Anna University on 
4 October 2016.

The students of the Department have also had 
a fulfilling year. Ms. Ruth Felicita of second year 
M.Com. was selected by the World Federalist 
Movement to attend a seminar in Italy on 
Global Economy and Peace from 25 August to 
3 September 2016. Ms. Swetha Surendran of 
second year B.Com. participated in the “She 
Leads” contest conducted by The British Deputy 
High Commission of India, Women of Worth 
(WOW)—a Unit of Provide and The Madras 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) and 
was placed in the top ten list in India.The first 
year students of BBA also won the first prize in 

the intercollegiate cultural programme on “Social 
Media Marketing”.
 
A panel discussion on demonetisation, 
moderated by Dr. Crystal David of the Economics 
Department, was organised for the final year 
undergraduate students.  Ms. Pallavi, Head, 
ACCA, India, addressed the students on the 
career opportunities for ACCA. 

Industrial visits were organised to help students 
enhance their practical knowledge of the 
subjects. Certificate Programmes on Certified 
Human Resources Management Professional 
and Investment Planning were organised in 
association with Ripples Learning Services and 
Finscholarz LLP.

Inauguration of EPIC
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Department of Computer Science
The Department of Computer Science makes 
an earnest effort to maintain and keep the 
programme  relevant through periodic updating, 
regular faculty and student training, workshops, 
seminars and various other activities. 

Various workshops on "Parts of the Computer 
and System Assembling" were conducted for 
the first year undergraduate students as part 
of which students were encouraged to practise 
assembling the parts of systems.

Faculty members undergo training in the latest 
technology and trends in the industry to enable 
them to bring out in the best in the classroom. Two 
faculty members of the Department underwent 
training on R software and the faculty members 
of the Department were trained in MATLAB and 
its various tools.

The Department tries to augment classroom 
learning with various online courses provided 
by NPTEL. Twelve students cleared the Online 
Certificate Course on “Introduction to Modern 
Application and Development (IMAD)” offered 
by NPTEL, IIT Madras.

To prepare the students for higher studies and 
job placements, the Department, in collaboration 
with Vista Mind organised a training program 
to 21 third year BCA students on solving 
aptitude questions. 

A session on Cloud Computing was conducted for 
by a guest lecturer from Oracle. In collaboration 
with E-cell IIT Bombay, the Department also 
conducted a two-day national level workshop on 
“3D Game Development in Unity 3D” in which 
seventy-six students participated.

Students at a workshop conducted at IIT Madras

Students were encouraged to participate in 
various workshops conducted outside the 
college. Twenty students participated in a 
workshop on "Ethical Hacking" conducted by 
Livewire, two students attended a Networking 
Workshop at Anna University. Ten students 
went on an Industrial Visit to Cognizant 
Technology Solutions.

Faculty Members and students have been actively 
involved in research. Dr. I. Lakshmi has published 
thirty-four papers in various International Journals 
and two faculty members have registered for 
their Ph.D. The students of the Department are 
encouraged to take up various projects for the 
college. Ms. Anne Sugirtham and Ms. Rakshika, of 
M.Sc.(IT) 2014-2016 batch and  Ms. Sharmila and  
Ms. Nancy of B.C.A. 2013-2016 batch developed 
a Computer Based Testing software to administer 
the entrance test for admission to M.Sc.(Maths 
and Information Technology).  This software takes 
care of generating the question paper, allotting 
the system to the candidates, administering the 
test and reporting the performance. 

Ms. Ramya, Ms. Sharon, Ms. Shruthi, Ms. Sinduja 
and Ms. Rajalakshmi of BCA 2013-2016 batch 
automated the  process of registration to Student 
Training Programme and the first year students 
registered online for the STP of their choice in the 
academic year 2016-2017. Ms. Geethanjali, Ms. 
Diksha Mangala Jothi, Ms. Rabiyathul Adaviya 
and Ms. Swetha  of BCA 2013-2016 batch 
automated the process of collating the activities 
and achievements of all Departments to help the 
IQAC  document efficiently and effectively.The 
inter-year technical competitions are conducted 
through Links–the Departmental Club. 

The Intercollegiate “Techfest WizIT’16” with 
the theme "She" was organised and technical 
competitions related to the theme were 
conducted. In addition to competitions as part 
of WizIT, a video conference on “Women and 
Cyber Security” was also organised. The speaker 
was Dr. Debarati Halder, Advocate and Cyber 
crime victim counsellor from Gujarat. 

Dr. I. Lakshmi has been selected for “VIWA 2017 
Outstanding Women In Science” award for her 
Initiatives and Developments in the discipline 
of Computer Science by Venus International 
Foundation. Dr. R. Maruthi won the Best 
Outstanding Faculty Award instituted by Top 
Engineers, India’s leading educational service 
conducting firm.

Students of the Department emerged as 
overall winners at both the undergraduate 
and postgraduate levels in the Intercollegiate 
Technical Fest conducted by the Department of 
Computer Science, Loyola College.

The Department has successfully taken on the 
challenge of keeping in tune with the fast-paced 
IT industry.
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Department of Social Work
This academic year was a busy and eventful one 
for the Department of Social Work. Two Certificate 
Courses on “Transforming Lives through MeDi 
Clowning” were conducted in collaboration 
with Komali, MeDi Clown Academy, Auroville, 
Puducherry for the students in August 2016. This 
helped students understand how therapeutic 
clowning brings joy, hope and healing.

A felicitation was organised by the Department 
for Sr. Annie Jesus Mary fmm, a former student 
of the Department, Executive Director, Jeevan 
Jharna Vikas Sanstha, Chhattisgarh. Sr. Annie 
won the Commitment towards Anti- Trafficking 
Award and Mahila Shakthi Award in 2016 from 
the Government of Chhattisgarh in recognition 
for her work in rescuing and rehabilitating 
trafficked victims and women’s empowerment. 

The fuction was organised on 27 August 2016 in 
the presence of Sr. Leena D’Souza fmm, Provincial 
of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, Chennai 
Province, and the College community.

One of the most meaningful programmes this 
year was the address by Ms. Medha Patkar, 
National Convener, National Alliance of People’s 
Movements 5 October 2016.  This was organised 
by the Department jointly with the NSS-YRC unit of 
the College. She spoke about the crucial political 
and economical issues faced by Adivasis, Dalits, 
farmers, labourers, displaced persons, gender 
inequality and issues of alcohol dependence. 
This was followed by a workshop on “Inclusion 
of Value Education in Schools and Colleges in 
Tamil Nadu” Drugs in which Ms. Medha Patkar 
delivered the keynote address. 

Ms. Medha Patkar addressing the student body

The Department also focused on disability 
through some significant programmes. 

The Rev. Sr. Thecla Endowment Lecture 
was held on “Disability Social Work—
An Emerging Specialisation in India” was 
delivered by Dr. Ms. Srilatha Juvva, Professor, 
Centre for Disability Studies and Action School 
of Social Work, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, 
Mumbai on 7 September 2016.

To commemorate the International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities, a charity art show, 
“Never Say Die” was organised by the 
Departments of Social Work, Public Relations 
and Fine Arts in collaboration with HeART Beat 
Foundation to support and encourage differently 
abled individuals.

The Department celebrated Human Rights Day 
and International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
through an assembly for the College faculty and 
students on 5 December 2016. The Chief Guests 
were Sr. Annie Jesus Mary fmm, and Ms. Aruna 
Devi, Senior Revenue Inspector, Government 
of Tamil Nadu.

As part of Human Rights Day “A Workshop on 
Trafficking in Women and Children—Issues, 
Challenges and Interventions” was also held 
on 5 December 2016 by the Department in 
collaboration with the Madras Christian Council 
for Social Service (MCCSS). The resource persons 
were Ms. Esther Maria Selvam, Regional Manager 
Action Aid, Chennai, Sr. Annie Jesus Mary fmm, 
Ms. Isabel Richardson, CEO (MCCSS) and Mr. 
Andrew Sesuraj, Convenor, Tamil Nadu Child 
Rights Observatory. 

At Rev. Sr. Thecla Camacho's Memorial Service Sr. Annie Jesus Mary fmm being 
felicitated on Human Rights Day
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The Department organised many programmes 
with international resource persons. On 6 July 
2016, Dr. Karen Kayser, Professor, Kent School of 
Social Work addressed the students on “Bridging 
the Gap between Social Work Research and 
Practice”. The Department of Social Work 
was part of the organising committee of the 
nternational onference on “Leadership—
Leading for the Future: Issues and Challenges”—
organised jointly by the SMICMR and Trinity 
Western University, Canada on 7 October 2016. 
Dr. Tina Wu, Trinity Western University gave 
a lecture on “The Global Perspective of the 
Elderly” on 7 January 2017 for the students of the 
Department. Apart from this, two second year 
BSW students from Liverpool Hope University, 
UK also did their field work placement through 
the Department.

A documentary titled Women and Politics 
was screened on 7 February 2017. This 
was followed by a discussion on the role of 
women in American politics moderated by 
the writer of the documentary, Ms. Grace Lee.  
The programme was sponsored by the US 
Consulate General, Chennai. 

An orientation programme on “Decentralised 
Governance and Youth Development” was 
organised in collaboration with the Rajiv Gandhi 
National Institute of Youth Development 0n 
18 and 19 January 2017 for the second year 
MSW students.

A seminar on “Mental Health and Well Being 
in Youth” was organised by the Department 
in collaboration with Schizophrenia Research 
Foundation (SCARF) India on 22 February 2017. 

A workshop on counselling skills was held on 
23 February 2017 for the second year MSW 
students by Sr. Lorraine Pinto, a counsellor from 
Dindugal. A workshop on “Storytelling” by Dr. 
Eric Miller, Founder Director, Storytelling Institute, 
was held on 21 March, 2017 for the second 
year MSW students. A one-day programme 
on entrepreneurship titled “Connect—Mentor, 
Mentee” was organised by the Department  in 
collaboration with Bharitiya Yuva Shakthi Trust 
on 16 March 2017.

Aside from these, the Department also 
completed the first and second phase of training 
and assessment of the UGC Minor Research 
Project titled "Assessment of Entrepreneurship 
Development Among NGOs in Four Districts 
of Tamil Nadu—Chennai, Kancheepuram, 
Tiruvalluvar and Tiruvannamalai”.

The faculty and students of the Department had 
a very fruitful academic year. Dr. Priya George 
was awarded a scholarship by the United 
Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia to 
participate in a Faculty Enrichment Programme 
organised by the Mindanao Peace Building 
Institute, Davao City, Philippines from 16 May to 
3 June, 2016. Two second year MSW students, 
Sr. Grace and Ms. Sajitha, specialising in Social 
Work Practice in Health Settings, won the “Best 
Field Worker Award” from SCARF, India. Ms. 
Reney Sebastian, Ms. Amanda Rozario and Ms. 
Devipriya and Sr. Grace of second year MSW 
won prizes in the essay writing competition,  
“Women as Changemakers”, organised by our 
College and the New Leader magazine as part 
of the International Women’s Day celebrations.

Department of 
International Studies

The Department of International Studies 
organised several events and programmes 
during this academic year to provide both 
students and faculty a well rounded learning 
experience. “China Quiz” organised in 
collaboration with the Chennai Centre for 
China Studies saw over 35 teams from 
Chennai and Puducherry participating. IIT 
Madras emerged as overall winners.

The students of the Department participated 
in a state level intercollegiate Quiz 
competition organised by the USIS on the 
Presidential Elections in United States. The 
Stella Maris team which included and Ms. 
Albertina B. Nithya and Ms. Susan Joseph 

Inauguration of "Kriya 2017"
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of the second year were the only women’s 
team that qualified for the final round. They 
won the first prize competing against 35 
college teams. 

The Department of International Studies 
in association with the SMICMR, and the 
Departments of Public Relations, Sociology 
and Social Work organised an international 
conference titled “Leading for the Future: Issues 
and Challenges” held on 16 October 2016.

This year, as a part of the annual Scholar-in-
Residence Programme, Dr. N. Manoharan, 
Associate Professor, Department of 
International Studies, Christ University, 
Bengaluru, delivered a series of lectures 
for faculty and students of the Department 
on “The Emerging Trends on Conflict and 
Cooperation in South Asia”.

The theme of “Kriya,” the annual student 
seminar, this year was “Comprehensive 
Security”. The student organising committee 
was successful in inviting papers from 
students of various South Indian colleges. 
The seminar aimed to foster academic 
interaction, encourage scholarship among 
students create awareness on the current 
security issues in the world.

The 9th Dr. Kamala Aravind Endowment 
Lecture was held on 3 March 2017. 
Ambassador Ashok Sajjanhar, President, 
Institute of Global Studies and Former 
Ambassador of India to Kazakhstan, Sweden 
and Latvia delivered a lecture on “Changing 
Contours of Indo-US Relations under the 
Donald Trump Presidency”.
 

Participants at "Kriya 2017" Ambassador Ashok Sajjanhar delivering the ninth
Dr. Kamala Aravind Endowment Lecture

Department of 
    Public Relations

For the Department of Public Relations, the 
academic year was marked by meaningful 
and impactful activities based on various 
social responsibilities and community 
relations. On 29 August 2016, the first year 
students and faculty visited a community 
of artisans involved in pot-making as part 
of the Department’s Social Awareness 
and Experiential Learning Programme. In 
partnership with the Tamil Nadu State Rural 
Livelihood Mission, Villupuram district, the 
students conducted a survey among 110 
families of artisans to understand the socio-
cultural and economic background of the 
community and governmental support and 
schemes available for their livelihood. The 
students also performed a street play on 
hygiene and sanitation for the villagers. A 
report compiling the results of the survey was 

Never Say Die—a Charity Art show co-hosted by the PR dept with HeArt Beat Foundation
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released at the Dr. Sr. Juliet M. Irene Memorial 
Programme conducted on 19 October 2016. 

The Department partnered with the Stella 
Maris International Centre for Multidisciplinary 
Research (SMICMR) as event managers and 
participants in an International Conference 
on “Leadership–Leading for the Future: 
Issues and Challenges” on 7 October 2016, 
jointly organised by Stella Maris College and 
Trinity Western University, Canada.
 
The Department actively took part in a public 
charity art exhibition, “Never Say Die”, jointly 
hosted by Stella Maris College and the HeArt 
Beat Foundation, from 2 to 6 December 2016. 
The exhibition showcased paintings and 
artistic works of differently abled persons.It 
was inaugurated by Dr. R Nataraj IPS (Retd.) 
and MLA from the Mylapore Constituency, 
along with the Principal of Stella Maris 

College and Dr. Nalli Kuppuswamy Chetty, 
Guest of Honour. 
 
Under the guidance of Ms. Deepa Shelton, 
the first year MA students organised 
“Genie’ 17” on the concept “One Happy 
Day” for the children of Bishop Allen Home 
for Children, Egmore on 4 February 2017. 
Programmes such as a magic show and 
mimicry by industry artists, cultural events by 
the college students and a talent show for 
the children were a part of the event. 

The Department took active part in the 
43rd Annual India Tourist and Industrial Fair 
2017 organised by Tamil Nadu Tourism 
Development Corporationon Island 
Grounds, Chennai. The seven-day fair 
included two campaigns by the students. 
“Jagriti”, a campaign on Consumer Rights 
Awareness was organised by second year 

Mr. Ramana addressing the students

MA students from 2 to 5 February 2017, it 
included interaction and puppetry show on 
the rights and responsibilities of consumers. 
The You Only Live Organic (YOLO) campaign 
on healthy food habits that included a mime 
performance and live activities and games for 
women and children; it was conceptualised 
and conducted by first year MA students 
from 5 to 8 February 2017. 

The Department felt the need to explain 
the concept of Public Relations and discuss 
its value with various groups of students 
through its PR campaign, “PReach”. 
Conceptualised and spearheaded by Ms. 
Ramya K. Prasad, Head of the Department, 
the campaign aimed at building awareness 
and breaking stereotypes about the field of 
Public Relations and was inaugurated on 13 

February 2017. Two former students of the 
Department, Anciline Sruthi and Abinaya 
Selvam, Founders, UpTown Ideas, Chennai, 
were felicitated and awarded the title “Pride 
of the Department”. The second year MA 
students took up a campaign to reinforce 
the significance and need for PR by visiting 
various colleges in the city and having an 
hour-long interactive presentation with the 
students. The campaign highlighted different 
perspectives on PR, the role and functions of 
PR, the significance of training and education 
in the subject and the skill sets required to be 
an effective and successful PRO. 

The Department released the second edition 
of its newsletter, PROgress, designed by the 
first year M.A. students and edited by Ms. 
Shrinidhi. S on 25 February 2017. The first 

Stall put up as part PR Campaign-Jagriti at 42nd Industrial Trade Fair, Island Grounds
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year M.A. students also produced Preview, 
a magazine on contemporary themes and 
topics under the guidance of Ms. Ramya 
K. Prasad. The Department partnered with 
the Centre for Women’s studies to organise 
a workshop on Block Printing as part of the 
International Women’s Day celebrations to 
alert students to the various self-employable 
avenues available to them. A workshop was 
conducted on 25 February 2017 with the 
help of Mr. Dakshina Murthy, a trainer in block 
printing, a visiting faculty at SMCDRIVE. 

The Department also organised a memorial 
lecture in honour of Gyan Haksar and 
M. Gopalakrishnan in association with the 
Public Relations Society of India, Chennai 
Chapter, on 18 March 2017. The lecture 
titled “Social Media and PR—Changing 

Landscapes” was delivered by Mr. Ram 
Subramaniyan, Principal Consultant and Chief 
Communication Consultant, Axiom-Perception 
Management, Communication + Strategies.

The faculty members were actively engaged 
in research and publication at national and 
international academic forums. Ms. Ramya 
K. Prasad published two papers in reputed 
journals. Ms. Shrinidhi’s paper titled “The 
Role of Non-governmental Organisations 
in Promoting Rural Education in India with 
Specific Reference to Vellore District, Tamil 
Nadu,” was selected for presentation at the 
32nd Triennial International Conference on 
Education and Vulnerable Populations on 26 
August 2016 at Cape Town, South Africa. 

A visitor at "Jagriti"

Department of Bioinformatics
It proved to be a very eventful academic 
year for the postgraduate Department of 
Bioinformatics. 

The Department organised a workshop 
on "Recent Trends in Bioinformatics and 
Computer Aided Drug Design" from 21 to 24 
February 2017. The workshop was supported 
by the Department of Biotechnology, 
Government of India under the Star 
College Scheme.

Ms. E. Nandha Devi, Head of the Department, 
was granted a UGC Minor Research Grant for 
the project entitled "Combating Alzheimer’s 
Disease through Gold Nanoparticles Using 
Extracts of Vitex negundo". She also 

Workshop on “Recent Trends in Bioinformatics and Computer Aided Drug Design”
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attended a three-day pedagogy workshop for 
undergraduate science teachers organised by 
Indian Institute of Science Education (IISER), 
Pune, jointly with DBT and British Council from 
26 February 2017 to 1 March 2017.

The students of the Department attended 
a national seminar on "Current Trends in 
Computational Biology and Life Science" 
at Vels University on 10 February 2017. 
A. Cathrine Jenitta won the second place in 
poster-presentation on "Molecular Docking 
Studies of Nicotinic Acid Mononucleotide 
Adenylyl Transferase Complexed with APC 
to Target Plasmodium Falciparum".

Four second year students of the Department 
attended the National Conference titled 

“Computational Analysis of Molecular Data 
Synergy with Biological Applications” at 
Bishop Heber College, Trichy, on 3 February 
2017, S. R. Aparna of first year M.Sc. won the 
best paper presentation award for her paper.

At "Micromatsuri", the intercollegiate 
cultural fest conducted by D. G. Vaishnav 
College on 28 September 2016, N. Madhana 
Priya and N. Keerthana of second year M.Sc. 
won the first place in the paper-presentation 
competition while P. N. Suganya and J. 
Pappa Alpho Judy of the same class won 
the poster presentation competition. The 
Department also received the overall 
championship trophy.

Second year students with the trophy won at the Intercollegiate 
Cultural "Micromatsuri 2016"  at DG Vaishnav College

Department of 
Biotechnology

Biotechnology being an inter-disciplinary 
field that is fast growing, the postgraduate 
Department of Biotechnology at Stella 
Maris College prepares its students to 
face the competitive world by introducing 
them to current advancements in the field 
by way of updated syllabi and curriculum 
which include new fields such as Food 
Technology, Pharmaceutical Biotechnology, 
Tissue Engineering and Environmental 
Technology in addition to the regular courses 
in Biotechnology.

The Department received grants from the 
UGC to undertake two Minor Research 
Projects in November 2016: “Green 
Route Synthesis of Nanoparticles and 

Winners of the Overall Trophy at Micromatsuri
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Evaluation of their Antimicrobial Efficacy on 
Selected Bacterial and Fungal Species” co-
ordinated by Dr. Aruna Sharmili S. and Dr. 
J. Anbumalarmathi and “Reactive Dyes of 
Textile Industry Effluent Degradation by an 
Alkaliphilic Bacterial Consortium” co-ordinated 
by Dr. K. Veena Gayathri.

The members of the faculty have published 
fourteen research articles in reputed peer-
reviewed international journals. Dr. K. Veena 
Gayathri won five “Best Paper” awards at 
national and international conferences. 
The Department organised guest lectures on 
“Drug Delivery”, “Drug Development” and 
“Vermicomposting” delivered by academicians 
and industrial experts.

The students of the Department 
participated in the intercollegiate competition 
“Micromatsuri” organised by the Department 
of Microbiology, D. G. Vaishnav College, 
and won the overall Trophy. Rajalakshmi 
S. and Thamarai Selvi K. of first year M.Sc. 
Biotechnology won the second place in 
the poster-presentation organised by the 
Department of Microbiology, Hindustan 
College of Arts and Science. Krithika A. and 
Saranya S. of first year M.Sc. Biotechnology 
won the second place in the poster-
presentation organised by the Department of 
Biotechnology, Alpha Arts and Science College.

Students with their entry at the Poster 
Designing Competition at Hindustan College 
of Arts and Science

Department of Tamil
Dr. Thirumagan at the Pongal Celebrations

jkpo;j;Jiw

rpwg;Gr; nrhw;nghopTfs;

"Neuk; ey;yNeuk; - gilg;ghspapd; gilg;Gr; 
rpe;jidfs;" vd;Dk; jiyg;gpyhd rpwg;Gr; 

nrhw;nghopT 25.07.2016 md;W eilngw;wJ 

lhf;lu; Nydh.jkpo;thzd; mtu;fs; 

"Neuk; ey;yNeuk;" vd;Dk; jkJ Áy; 

Fwpj;J mwpKf ciuepfo;j;jpdhu;. mtu; 

jkJciuapy; NeuNkyhz;ik Fwpj;j 

fUj;Jf;fis typAWj;jpdhu;. 

"NahfKk; tho;Tk;" vd;Dk; jiyg;gpyhd 

rpwg;Gr; nrhw;nghopT 08.02.2017 

md;W eilngw;wJ. Nahfh Mrphpah;  

jpU.gukrptd; mth;fs; Nahfg;gapw;rpapd; 

mtrpaj;ijr; rpy Mrdq;fspd; topahf 

vLj;Jiuj;jhu;.

lhf;lu; A.P.J.mg;Jy; fyhk; gpwe;jehs; tpoh

lhf;lu; A.P.J. mg;Jy;fyhk; mth;fspd; 

gpwe;jehshd 15.10.2016 md;W khztpaUf;Fg; 

Ngr;Rg; Nghl;b> fl;Liug; Nghl;b kw;Wk; 

ftpijg; Nghl;bfs; eilngw;wd Nghl;bfspy; 

72 khztpau; Mu;tKld; fye;J nfhz;L 

gupRngw;wdu;.

ehl;Lg;Gwtpay; gapw;rpg;gl;liw

ghujpkd;wj;jhy;  ehl;Lg;Gwtpay; 

gapw;rpg; gl;liw 26.11.2016 md;W 

elj;jg;ngw;wJ. fy;Y}up Kjy;tu; 

Kidtu; n[rpe;jhFthl;u]; gapw;rpg; 

gl;liwiaj; njhlq;fp itj;jhu; Kidtu;  

g.FkuFUjhrd;> Ma;thsh;> khepyf; 

fUT+yikak; ehl;Lg;Gwf; fiyfs; 

Fwpj;J rpwg;Giuahw;wpdhu;. ehl;Lg;Gwg; ghl;L> 

rpyk;ghl;lk;> Njtuhl;lk;> ngupaFr;rpahl;lk;> 

fopayhl;lk; Mfpait khztpaUf;Fj; 

Nju;e;j fiyQu;fshy; gapw;Wtpf;fg;gl;ld. 

188 khztpau; gapw;rpg; gl;liwapy; 

Mu;tj;Jld; gq;Nfw;W ehl;Lg;Gwf; 

fiyfisf; fw;Wf;nfhz;L muq;Nfw;wpdu;.

nghq;fy; tpoh

jkpou; jpUehshk;; nghq;fy; jpUehspidj; 

jkpo;j;JiwAk jkpo;ehl;bd; 

ehl;Lg;Gwtpay; ghuk;gupak; kw;Wk; 

gz;ghl;bd; tsu;r;rpf;fhd jpl;lKk;      

(UBCHEA) ,ize;J 13.01.2017 

md;Wnfhz;lhbaJ. nrd;idg; gy;fiyf; 

fofj; Nju;Tf; fl;Lg;ghl;LMizau; 

Kidtu; S. jpUkfd; mtu;fs; jkpou; 

jpUehs; Fwpj;Jrpwg;Giuahw;wpdhu;  
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Pongal celebrations

mtu; jkJ ciuapy;> ,aw;iff;Fk; 

tptrhaj;jpw;Fg; gad;gLk; 

tpyq;fpdq;fSf;Fk;  ed;wp $Wk ;tpohthfg; 

nghq;fy; nfhz;lhlg;gLtij 

vLj;Jiuj;jhu;. rpwg;Giuapidj; njhlu;e;J 

ehl;Lg;Gwg; ghl;L> ehl;Lg;Gw eldk;> 

fl;ilf;$j;J> xapyhl;lk;> fufhl;lk;> 

giwahl;lk;> khd;nfhk;ghl;lk; Mfpafiy 

epfo;r;rpfs; eilngw;wd.

fy;Y}upg; ghly; Kjd;Kiwahfj; jkpopy; 

];nly;yhkhup]; fy;Y}upapd; Kd;dhs; 

khztp nry;tp.[ddp mtu;fshy; 

,iraikj;Jg; ghlg;ngw;W> FWe;jflhf 

nghq;fy; tpohtpd; NghJntspaplg;gl;lJ. 

khztpau; rhjid

1. jkpo;ehL khzth; fofj;jhy; 24.07.2016 

md;W elj;jg; ngw;w Ngr;Rg; Nghl;bapy; 

%d;whkhz;L r%fg;gzpj;Jiw khztp 

K.jkpo;r;nry;tp Kjw;gupR ngw;whu;.

2. FU= rhe;jptp[a; n[apd; kfspu; 

fy;Y}upapy; 04.08.2016 md;W eilngw;w 

jdpebg;Gg; Nghl;bapy; Kjyhkhz;L 

tuyhw;wpay; Jiw khztp v.mdpjh 

Kjw;gupirAk;> Ngr;Rg;Nghl;bapy; 

Kjyhkhz;L fzpjtpay; Jiw 

khztp R.Rfd;ah ,uz;lhk; gupirAk; 

ngw;wdu;.

3. jkpofg; ngz;fs; nraw;fsk; 04.09.2016 

md;W elj;jpa jkpou; tuyhW tpdh-

tpilg; Nghl;bapy; ,uz;lhkhz;L 

r%ftpay; Jiw khztp S.gpupaju;~pdp 

,uz;lhk; gupRngw;whu;.

4. fd;dpfhguNk];tup fy;Y}upapy; 15.09.2016  

md;W elj;jg;ngw;w Ngr;Rg;Nghl;bapy; 

%d;whkhz;L r%fg;gzpj;Jiw khztp 

K. jkpo;r;nry;tp Kjw;gupR ngw;whu;.

5. GJf;fy;Y}upapy; 14.02.2017 md;W 

eilngw;w Ngr;Rg;Nghl;bapy; 

,uz;lhkhz;L jhtutpay; Jiw 

khztp E. n[dpgu; vg;rpgh Kjw;gupR 

ngw;whu;.

6. ,yNahyh fy;Y}upapy; 25.02.2017 

md;W eilngw;w jpUf;Fws; kdg;ghlg; 

Nghl;bapy; Kjyhkhz;L ,aw;gpay; 

Jiw khztp A.Nuhrypd; ngre;jpah 

,uz;lhk; gupRngw;whu;.

The Department of Hindi began the 
academic year with a Logo Designing 
Competition organised by the Anubhuti 
Club on 11 July 2016. The competition 
was open to the entire College. Ananya 
Ramesh of third year Fine Arts won the first 
prize, Cheris, Sowmya and Sona of first year 
B.Com. won the second prize and Komal of 
first year Fine Arts won the third prize. 

The intercollegiate Hindi cultural event 
“Navarasaa–2016” was organised on 1 October 
2016. Mr. Uday Meghani, Presenter, Aakashvani 
(All India Radio) was the chief guest for the 
function. Twenty-four city colleges participated 
in the programme and Guru Nanak College 
emerged as the overall winner. 

Participants and dignitaries at the international  seminar

Department of Hindi
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Ms. Swati of first year History won the 
second prize at a national level poets’ 
meet on 10 February 2017 at Anna Adarsh 
College for Women. Ms. Pratiksha and Ms. 
Mahima of first year Fine Arts won the third 
prize in the Mehendi competition at the 
Guru Shri Shantivijay Jain College cultural 
event, “Karishma–2016”. Ms. Komal of first 
year Fine Arts won the Best Actress award in 
the drama competition held at Anna Adarsh 
College for Women on 10 August 2016.

The Department of Hindi, in collaboration 
with the Tamil Nadu Hindi Sahitya Akademi, 
conducted a two-day international literary 
conference on the 11 and 12 January, 2017 
titled “Nationalism in Indian Languages”. A 
number of dignitaries such as Dr. Susham 
Bedi, Dr. Tejinder Sharma, Dr. Phoolchand 
Manav, Dr. Rakesh Pandey and Dr. V.I. 
Lalitamba participated in this conference 
at which Their Excellencies Mrs. Mridula 

Sinha, Governor of Goa and Dr. Kiran Bedi, 
Lt. Governor of Puducherry were the Chief 
Guests. Dr. Srabani Bhattacharyya also 
presented a paper at the conference. At the 
conference, the chief guests honoured Dr. 
Srabani Bhattacharyya with a trophy and a 
citation for her contribution towards the field 
of translation and original writing in Hindi. 
Two books, authored each by Dr. Srabani 
and Dr. A. Fathima, were also released in 
the programme. At the conference, students 
of first year Economics enacted a street 
play scripted by Ms. Rushali Shivprasad on 
women’s empowerment and crimes against 
women. Dr. Srabani Bhattacharyya and Dr. A. 
Fathima also attended a National Conference 
titled “Antim Teen Dashakon Ke Natak” at 
Shankarlal Shashun Jain College T. Nagar 
on 8 October 2016 and presented papers. 
They also attended the National Conference 
held at Guru Nanak College on 16 December 
2016 titled “Globalisation and Hindi Prose”.

Dr. Srabani receiving the Creative Writing Award

Department of Sanskrit
The Department of Sanskrit is committed to 
inculcating interest among students of diverse 
backgrounds in the rich cultural heritage 
of India through various curricular and co-
curricular activities.  

The students of the Department participated 
in various intercollegiate Sanskrit competitions 
and won many prizes, such as the second place 
in the intercollegiate competitions conducted 
by Shasun Jain College for Women on 
6 August 2016 and the third place in the 
intercollegiate competitions conducted 
by SDNB Vaishnav College for Women 
on 1 September 2016. Our students also 
participated in the quiz on “Mahakvyas” 
conducted by Loyola College “Bhashotsav 
‘17” on 25 February 2017 and in “Spardha 

Trshna”, the Annual Sanskrit intercollegiate event 
conducted by Anna Adarsh College for Women 
on 27 February 2017. 

The Students of “Kalakrti”, the Samskrta 
club, organised a number of intercollegiate 
Sanskrit activities on 3 September 2016. 
The six events held were a Classical Music 
contest, Dumb Charades, Photography, 
Treasure Hunt, a Quiz based on the epics, 
and Sloka Recitation, all based around the 
theme “Pancabhutas”. Around 13 colleges 
participated and students of MOP Vaishnav 
College emerged as overall winners.

The students also conducted numerous 
activities to spread their enthusiasm 
of learning Sanskrit through various 

Guest Lecture by Dr. Sowmyanarayanan on Bhasa’s Plays
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interdepartmental activities on 14 July 2016. 
“Know your Sanskrit” was observed on 17 
August 2016, World Sanskrit Day, at which an 
interdepartmental quiz on Sanskrit Literature 
was conducted.

Dr. R. Subasri presented a paper at “Language 
Teaching-Challenges Encountered, Solutions 
Proposed”: a UGC sponsored Inter-National 
Multi Lingual Conference, held at Ethiraj College 
for Women on 7 and 8 September 2016. 
She also presented a paper at the National 
Seminar titled “Sanskrit and Tamil Nadu” at 
The Kuppuswami Shastri Research Institute, 
Chennai on 16 and 17 September 2016.

Dr. R. Subasri also delivered guest lectures 
at different departments for students in 
the College: “Abhimanyu—The Game 
Changer” at the Department of French 
on 3 and 4 August 2016, and “Bhasa’s 
Ekanki—Karnabharam” at the Department 
of English. She was also part of the 

Academic Audit 2016, at the Department 
of Sanskrit, SDNB Vaishnav College for 
Women in September 2016 and was 
selected as Member, Board of Studies 2016 
for Postgraduate and Research Department 
of Sanskrit, R.K.M. Vivekananda College for 
Men, Chennai.

The Department organised many guest 
lectures this academic year. On 1 August 
2016, the Sanskrit Department conducted a 
guest lecture for second year undergraduate 
students titled “The Literary Creations of 
Mahakavi Kalidasa—A Bird’s Eye View”  
by Dr. N. Sujatha, Professor and Head, 
Department of Sanskrit, Justice Basheer 
Ahmed Sayeed College for Women. 
On 20 February 2016, the Department 
organised a guest lecture titled “Bhasa’s 
Theatre Conventions–Greek Influence?” by 
Dr. Sowmya Narayanan, Assistant Professor 
and Head, Department of Sanskrit, D.G.  
Vaishnav College. 

MOP Vaishnav College wins overall trophy at 
Intercollegiate competitions

World Sanskrit Day celebration in progress

Department of French
Through the French club, Cercle des 
Francophiles, the French Department 
opened its doors to a multitude of activities 
in the academic year 2016-17.

The students of the Department brought 
laurels to the College by participating in 
and winning competitions such as Quiz, 
Dumb Charades, Crossword, Creative 
Writing, Singing, etc. conducted by the 
French Department of various city colleges 
like Loyola College, Shasun Jain College, 
Women’s Christian College, Gurunanak 
College and Madras Christian College. 
They also won the overall championship at 
Loyola College, Madras Christian College 
and Women’s Christian College.
 

The Department organised a guest lecture 
titled “Abhimanyu, The Game Changer”(Le 
Sommeil Mortel) by Dr. R. Subasri, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Stella 
Maris College on the 3 and 4 August 2016. 
Mr. Emmanuel Samson, Attaché de 
Cooperation, French Embassy and Ms. 
Rhea Cheryl Shivan, Manager, Campus 
France, Alliance Française of Madras, 
briefed the second year students on the 
opportunities available for higher studies 
and careers in France. 

The French film Le Petit Nicolas was 
screened for the three-credit General 
Elective students, giving them an exposure 
to colloquial French. 

Jeux d’esprit 2016
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The club also conducted traditional Tamil 
games as part of Pongal celebrations. 
Students and teachers participated in 
the traditional games of Pallanguzhi and 
Nondi/Paandi. 

Ms. Nithya, faculty, presented a paper 
at the international conference held at 
Ethiraj College for Women on 4 and 5 
September 2016, at the national seminar 
held at the Department of French, 
University of Madras on 10 February and at 
the seminar conducted by the Department 
of French, Banaras Hindu University, 
Varanasi, on 25 February 2017.

Ms. Gayathri and Ms. Nithya were also 
selected as resource persons for the soft 
skills training programme at the University 
of Madras.

Winners of ‘Forlafest’ at Loyola College

Department 
of Psychology

The B.Sc. Psychology programme with its 
interesting range of courses was introduced 
in this academic year.
 
The Department organised a series of 
lectures by scholars, researchers and clinical 
practitioners to share their expertise 
with students. On 30 November 2016, 
Ms. Divya Palaniappan, Curriculum 
Manager, Amelio Child Care Pvt. Ltd., 
delivered a lecture on “Early Childhood 
Education: The Role of a Psychologist”. She 
enlightened the students on the designing 
and implementation of Early Childhood 
Curriculum for toddlers and preschoolers. 
Mr.Yogesh Kanna Sathyamoorthy, a 
neuroscience researcher, delivered a lecture 
on “Neurobiological Bases of Behaviour” 
on 8 February 2017. The students of the 

Students attending the lecture on Neuroscience



172 173

Department attended several workshops, 
seminars and conferences. These included 
a workshop on “Child Sexual Abuse And 
Intervention” conducted by Ethiraj College 
for Women on 30 and 31 July 2016, a 
seminar on “The Awareness of Childhood 
Disorders” on 22 and 23 September 2016 
organised by D.G. Vaishnav College, an 
awareness talk titled “Dementia Care” by 
Dr. Sridhar V. of Schizophrenia Research 
Foundation on 29 August 2016 and a 
national seminar on “Positive Psychological 
Capital and Role of Youth” on 16 and 17 
December 2016 organised by the University 
of Madras. 
 
The faculty of the Department, Ms. Mary 
Shantha Joseph and Ms. Divya Dovina, 
attended an international conference titled 
“Bridging the Gap Between Theory and 
Practice” organised by the Department 

of Psychology, University of Madras on 
21 October 2016.  Some students of the 
Department offered their services to NGOs. 
Sneha Elizabeth Jacob, Aakansha Khanna, 
Mona Chugani and Kushi Gothi volunteered 
for a project called ‘DEMCARES’ organised 
by the Schizophrenia Research Foundation.  
Rebecca Rayan, Sashya Ann Johnstone and 
Pristina Rosalyn work for the NGO BLINK 
which focuses on individual development 
from the womb to the grave.  Neha Tojan, 
another student of the Department, works 
for Integrated Systems, a company that 
works towards social inclusion. She 
offered assistance in the documentation 
process of the birth to growth journey of 
a cancer survivor.

The Department is happy about the progress 
made in its very first year and looks forward 
to flourishing in the years to come.

Students attending a lecture on Early Child Education

The Bachelor of 
Vocation Degree 

The Bachelor of Vocation Degree (B.Voc.), 
funded by the UGC, was introduced in 
Stella Maris College this academic year.  
The degree meets the long-standing 
need of institutions of higher education 
to ensure that graduates have adequate 
knowledge and skills for employment 
and entrepreneurship.  Two programmes 
have been initiated in the College: Food 
Processing and Quality Control and 
Sustainable Energy Development. 
 
The Department has completed one 
eventful year focusing on skill development 
and quality education with hands-on-
training to meet the needs of students and 
the industry. 

B. Voc. Day Celebrations

The Skills Initiative
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As part of their training programme, the 
students of Food Processing and Quality 
Control had a four-week industrial training 
at Mega Foods Madras Pvt. Ltd. and 
Hubert Enviro Care Systems for hands-
on-experience in industrial production 
of jam, jelly and ketchup according to 
international standards. 
 
The Sustainable Energy Management 
students had their industrial training at 
Green Pearl Technologies and were trained 
in evaluating the energy requirements, 
appraisal of the type, size and modality of 
installing solar panels. Safety measures and 
financial aspects of solar installation were 
also emphasised.

The Food Industry Capacity and Skill 
Initiative (FICSI), the Sector Skill Council for 
Food Processing, independently assessed 
the students of the Food Processing 
and Quality Control programme. The 
performance of the students was appreciated 
and all the students who were evaluated 
passed with distinction.

From 16 to 21 December 2016 a five-day 
workshop on baking was conducted for 
the students. The students will underwent 
training at Hot Breads, French Loaf, and 
Winners’ Bakery. 

A two-day workshop on the effective and 
optimal use of batteries and inverters 
was organised to enable the students 

Students inspecting the solar panels

of the Sustainable Energy Management 
programme to assess and decide on the 
use of batteries during solar installations. 
Students will undergo on-the-job training 
in NIN Energy Technology at their work 
sites around Chennai.  This will enable the 
students to gain exposure to live projects 
and handle on-the-job demands.

An Energy Audit was initiated by the 
Department. This is an ongoing project 
as a part of which students are trained to 
conduct the audit following professional 
standards.  A manual audit of the college 
buildings has been completed and this 
will be followed by a professional audit. 

Workshop on Baking
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This Energy Audit will result in suggesting 
alternate sustainable energy sources. 

“B.Voc. Day” was celebrated with great 
enthusiasm on 24 February 2017.  This 
initiative provided a platform for the 
students to showcase their skills and 
talents. Working models were built to show 
that conventional energy can be replaced 
by renewable sources such as roof-top 
solar panels to run pumps for irrigation, 
lighting for houses, energy for home 
appliances and maintenance of buildings. 

Prototypes of solar cookers, vacuum 
cleaners and chargers were built and were 
duly explained to rapt audiences. Orders 
were placed for some of the prototypes.

The Department’s achievements in 2016-17 
have positioned our College exceptionally 
well as we move into the second year with 
enthusiasm.  We are pleased that the new 
degree supports the vision of the College 
in empowering young women and equips 
them with skills to become entrepreneurs. 

Solar Housing Prototype
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Creative 
   Writing      

Puffing
the vapours rise,
the moon so high
I see stars around me.
Colours-a-changing,
mistakes-a-making
Time stops.
In my memory
I see gravity
Defeated.
Ecstatic clouds 
of peach and gold
lift me up higher.
Lost
yet happy;
Into the dark unknown
ignorant and stupid me 
Snapping out of the trance
I feel myself fall,
I can't breathe.
with my tears
I fall.
I made a mistake.

Lost the love to which my heart I gave.
Grabbing onto thin air
trying to find the unreachable clouds
Defeated
To the ground
I fall.
No peace of mind
just gruesome gruelling guilt
remorseful regret
unable to forget
I'm sorry. 
No one to blame but me
I'm sorry. 
I shouldn't have
I'm sorry. 
Will you forgive me? 

Coughing
I see clear skies,
no moon for company. 
Time moves forward and runs too fast for 
me. 
The rains of pain pass 

Candy Cathy Thomas
III B.A. English

The middle of nowhere

The winning entry in the 
Prakriti Poetry Slam, 2017
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The wings flutter frantically
Not minding the muffled tambourine 
of the heart
I tried and tried to break out of this cage
The one that I am held in
Mouth sealed shut and Wings chained 
and legs tied
But I broke free of the shackles and 
the gag
But my birdsong was amiss
Lying beyond the stretch of hope
In trauma's sweet bitter lair
 I fought at the cage
Trying to break free
A sudden flash of memory
Of Sisyphus and the Daedalus’ labyrinth
Heartbeats pace out
Breathing is no longer laboured
The wings held in steady flight
I dropped down to the floor
…
I am trying to break in
I am trying to get into the cage

A Guinea Pig

Truth paralyses me
…
I look around me
Everywhere is a cage
A cage similar to mine
With no end and no head
Mirrors... mirrors 
MIRRORS
My whole life has been an illusion
My struggle a farce
I sat at the corner
Or the middle I thought was the corner 
of the nonexistent cage
I heaved
And fell to the floor
Realisation intoxicates me
As I lie in the grand stupor of life's 
absurdity
…
A paternal hand
Dives into his dollhouse
To pick up another failed subject
In the experiment of life

Dalia N.
III B.A. English

To watch,to feel your deepest dreams,
Like broken logs flowing down the stream.
Everyday I wake up with a new desire,
As I watch and burn some in the hottest fire.
I walk alone searching for my lost deepest smiles,
Like walking a lost forsaken road in miles.
Just when i decide to fight with an injured heart,
I seen my loved ones aiming me with a dart.
With sad acceptance I decide to live with live's strife,
I breathe every second wondering what exactly is life.
Finally, I stand up with happy realisation that life is a Phoenix with tricks,
And all the pain hazards are just painful pricks.
Life has a dark shadow which shows only when there is light,
But whether darkness or light, I choose to stand up to  life as a Phoenix 
with all my might.
                                                    

Life as the Phoenix

Erica Angelina Mason 
II  B.A. History and Tourism 
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The Whispers

One. Two. Three. Four.

Are you running?
Then, count!
One. Two. Three. Four.
One, you saw a boy with purple eyes 
and he offered you a gold coin in return
For a story.
Two, three birds flew in the sky, their feathers colourless and
you shot them down without a gun in your hand.
Three, there was a train. And it screamed.
Screamed of blood and bullet shots.
And you ran along with it.
Four. There was a well. It swirled golden with ambrosia
and told you to come closer.

Two. Metal and Mouth.
A hole, inside which a soul-sucking metal nestles.
A trigger, and a light touch of a finger rests on it.
Poised.
A forehead. Yours. Yearns to be kissed by metal.

Three. Now you scream too.
You run. You scream.
The train has stopped at a station and you get on.
Bruised. Shivering. Forlorn.

Four. You want to dip your feet. They function no more.
Hard years they ran through.
Fast and frenzied as a deer being hunted, at first.
Then, paced and calculating like a panther in the shadows.
One. You told him a story of Four.
A politician and his wife.

A ballerina of three feet.
And a dreamer with a yellow satchel. 
His purple eyes smiled. His fingers brushed yours and your palm 
held four gold coins instead.

Two. His fingers relaxed on the trigger. 
The metal kiss never happened.
But three shots did.
Three birds died: a politician, his wife and a ballerina. 
Their feathers did not have colour. Or life.
Guilt was all there was. You could have saved them.
The metal kiss was never meant for you.
Just like the kiss from the purple-eyed boy.
Who pulled the trigger.

Three. Each compartment holds a memory. 
You walk though them all; some lit with sunlight, 
some with mild piano music.
But you take a seat only at the last carriage.
You watch: a boy with purple eyes barges into the room. 
There was a gun, one long gleam of silver crafted to kill.
Three shots.

  one, Daddy with his cigarette smoke breath.
  two, Mummy with her dimpled smiles.
  three, the ballerina with her red pigtails.

Four. The well beckons to you now.
You slide a toe in and the feeling is of heaven.
The abyss felt comforting and promised to heal.
Jump.
Jump. One. Two. Three. Four.
Jump.
Why?

  one, the story you told your purple-eyed boy, died.
  two, your family did too.
  three, that day, at seventeen, three coins you earned 
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Mathangi N M
II B.A. English

  for the story were spent.
  four, you are a woman of twenty six, who hallucinates.

JUMP.
The abyss IS promising.
Jump.
You shall no longer hear the train thudding along or 
The three shots.
Jump.
You can be a dreamer again.
Reunited with her family.
Jump.
And you will immerse yourself into an oblivion 
with no purple eyes.

You Jump.

A nurse finds you.
She screams,
Just like you did when your family left you,
At the facility, in tears, unable to help you.
For you see, darling,
The Shadows are Whisperers and I am so sorry that you 
heard them and saw them. 

It cannot be changed.
But, the next day,
The headlines read:
"The Schizophrenic Suicides."

The winning entry in the Bhavana 
Memorial Creative Writing Competition

Dear 2017

Tell me stories 
that I haven't been told.
Tell me stories that 
have been ripped apart 
by faithful lies,
tell me stories where
villains have won 
and heroes have lost,
where evil has 
won over good.
Tell me good is good 
because few believe so 
and bad is sometimes
all the good that few wanted to silence. 
Show me colours I haven't seen,
tell me chameleons aren't to 
be cursed through human similes, for they are too part of the creation.

Tell me stories of failures 
that will show me  what 
can go wrong despite every right step, whisper into my ears 
the secret of a failure's courage and shun the words of those 
who tell me only winners are inspiring.
Allow me to listen to the 
titters of time, tucking in the blunt corners of naivety into 
my rib cage, crushing all 
the fear that I once never knew.
Break the rulers 
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that make succinct lines 
and angles across blank pages,
for  my scars don't look an 
ounce similar; my scars are zizag, incomplete pathways to my past. 

Tell me that I should believe in forever, not because everything in this 
world will remain safe and intact but because they will break, fade and 
dissappear and yet I will hold on to it to make sure it doesn't die 
Don't tell me how much fat my chocolate truffle contains,
tell me how many calories my  grudges, hatred and jealousy contains, tell 
me love is the exercise that I should practice.
Don't fool me into believing that you will be a perfect year, 
tell me that you're going to be brutal at times and kind at others, but just 
promise me that you won't rob away my smile,
even if you see blood beneath it.

Tell me that I am going to thank more people, grow more mature by 
embracing all the innocence within me.
Tell me, I am going to listen to more stories, tell me I am going see my 
reflection in their tears,
tell me I am going pick all the broken pieces of laughter 
and write an anthology,
Tell me just one more thing,
just one last thing,
tell me that I am going to keep flowing like a river and no matter what I 
will never give up my search for the ocean.

Vasanthi S Pillai
III B.A. Economics

The second prize winning entry at 
the Prakriti Poetry Slam, 2017

En Grèce, on ne peut pas voir la différence 
entre le ciel et la mer, entre les Dieux et 
les hommes (car les deux sont si beaux, 
et surtout, car les deux portent à peine 
des vêtements). Du sommet d’une falaise, 
je pensais à la beauté mythique, Hélène 
de Troy, qui s’est enfuie avec un homme, 
et comment elle n’a pas voulu retourner 
chez elle. Je ne me suis jamais enfuie avec 
le sosie d’Hercules, d’Odyssées, ou du 
petit ami temporaire d’Hélène de Troy qui 
s’appelait – bizarrement – Paris. Pourtant, 
à ce moment-là, je me suis sentie un peu 
comme elle dans un sens car moi aussi, je 
ne retournerais pas de la Grèce même si 
ma famille a envoyé une flotte de navires 
et des milliers des hommes armés pour 
me ramener chez moi.
En parlant de Paris, j’ai pris l’Aegean 
610 pour Paris, mon prochain arrêt. Là, 
il y avait une tour qui ressemblait à une 
aiguille exagérée, et sous laquelle les 
couples manifestent leur vie amoureuse. 
Pitié de moi ! J’étais célibataire (et je 
suis encore). Les seules personnes qui 
n’avaient personne à s’embrasser étaient 
moi et, au coin, un ivrogne (mais on aurait 
dit qu’il embrassait sa bouteille d’alcool). 
Après avoir vu assez de romance pour 
écrire une dizaine de romans, je suis allée 
au Louvre, devant lequel il y avait cette 
pyramide de verre qui était très belle, et 
à l’intérieur de laquelle était une femme, 
très fameuse, mais pas très belle. Tout le 

monde vient au Louvre justement pour 
regarder son sourire célèbre, mais j’ai 
pensé qu’elle avait l’air ennuyée car elle 
était fatiguée de sourire et d’avoir tant 
de gens qui la regardent tout le temps. 
Alors, je l’ai regardée avec le même ennui 
pendant dix minutes ennuyées et je l’ai 
laissée seule.
Ensuite, l’Aeroflot m’a pris à Moscou. Je 
portais cinq couches de vêtements et je 
marchais comme un gros pingouin quand 
un soldat m’a arrêtée. Il m’a donné un sac 
dans lequel il déposait quelques œufs très 
lourds. Quand il a fini cette tâche, il a mis 
le sac dans un camion d’où il a récupéré 
une bouteille de Vodka. « Les jeux de 
balle pour les enfants et les jeux de 
bombe pour la Russie et les Etats-Unis ! » 
Comme c’était bizarre ! Je n’ai pas voulu 
être sa complice s’il planifiait La Troisième 
Guerre Mondiale, alors, je me suis plainte 
de gelure et je me suis enfuie comme un 
gros pingouin.
Un peu plus tard, j’ai ouvert les yeux et j’ai 
vu un écran noir. J’ai assumé que le russe 
m’a pris en otage et que j’étais dans un 
laboratoire. Mais ce n’était que l’écran de 
mon portable. Je lisais un livre des mythes 
grecs après avoir écrit un essai au sujet du 
Conseil OTAN-Russie en regardant un film 
anglais Midnight in Paris qui se déroule en 
France. Et comme ça, j’ai eu les vacances 
inoubliables – et je n’étais pas en faillite !

Les Vacances Inoubliables
Susanna Marian Correya 

1ère Année - Littérature Anglaise
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Bonjour!

Je me présente.  Je m’appelle  Famy John. J’ai dix- neuf ans. Je 
suis   née  le 3 mars 1997. Je suis  Indienne. Je suis de Kerala. 
J’étudie  l’histoire. Je suis  étudiante à Stella Maris College. Je 
parle  trois  langues : malayalam, hindi et anglais. Je  parle  un  peu 
de  français.

Mes loisirs sont la lecture, la musique, le dessin, le voyage et le sport. 
J’adore  jouer  le badminton.

J’aime beaucoup les chocolats. J’aime  manger les légumes, les fruits et 
la viande.
Mes  amies  sont Nidhi, Alna, Gauri, Batul et Saranga.

J’aime  beaucoup  ma  famille. Nous  sommes  sept  dans  ma famille. 
Mon  père s’appelle  C.P John. Il  a  soixante – trois  ans. Ma  mère  
s’appelle  Jessintha  John. Elle  a cinquante-trois  ans. J’ai  deux  sœurs. 
Elles  s’appellent Jenny et Shiny. Mes  sœurs  sont  mariées. J’ai  un chien. 
Il s’appelle  Dexter.

Merci !

Famy John
II B.A. History and Tourism
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Ê´É´ÉÉ½þ +Éè®ú nù½äþVÉ |ÉlÉÉ EòÒ nÖùJÉÉxiÉ Eò½þÉxÉÒ ½èþ* ={ÉxªÉÉºÉ EòÉ ±ÉIªÉ +xÉ¨Éä±É Ê´É´ÉÉ½þ iÉlÉÉ nù½äþWÉ |ÉlÉÉ Eäò ¤ÉÖ®äú |É¦ÉÉ´É EòÉä +ÆÊEòiÉ Eò®úiÉÉ 

½èþ* ÊxÉ¨ÉÇ±ÉÉ Eäò ¨ÉÉvªÉ¨É ºÉä ¦ÉÉ®úiÉ EòÒ ¨ÉvªÉ´ÉMÉÔªÉ ªÉÖ´ÉÊiÉªÉÉå EòÒ nùªÉxÉÒªÉ ½þÉ±ÉiÉ EòÉ ÊSÉjÉhÉ ½Öþ+É ½èþ* ={ÉxªÉÉºÉ Eäò +ÆiÉ ¨Éå ÊxÉ¨ÉÇ±ÉÉ EòÒ ¨ÉÞiªÉÖ 

<ºÉ EÖòÎiºÉiÉ ºÉÉ¨ÉÉÊVÉEò |ÉlÉÉ EòÉä Ê¨É]õÉ b÷É±ÉxÉä Eäò Ê±ÉB BEò ¦ÉÉ®úÒ SÉÖxÉÉèiÉÒ ½èþ* |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù xÉä ¦ÉÉ±ÉSÉÆnù +Éè®ú ¨ÉÉä]äõ®úÉ¨É ¶ÉÉºjÉÒ Eäò |ÉºÉÆMÉ uùÉ®úÉ 
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={ÉxªÉÉºÉ ¨Éå ½þÉºªÉ EòÒ ºÉÞÎ¹]õ EòÒ ½èþ* 

ªÉ½þ ={ÉxªÉÉºÉ ºÉä´ÉÉºÉnùxÉ ºÉä ¦ÉÒ +ÊvÉEò ºÉÖOÉÆÊlÉiÉ B´ÉÆ ºÉÖºÉÆMÉÊ`öiÉ ¤ÉxÉ MÉªÉÉ ½èþ* <ºÉä |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù EòÉ |ÉlÉ¨É "ªÉlÉÉlÉÇ´ÉÉnùÒ' iÉlÉÉ Ë½þnùÒ EòÉ |ÉlÉ¨É 

"¨ÉxÉÉä´ÉèYÉÉÊxÉEò ={ÉxªÉÉºÉ' Eò½þÉ VÉÉ ºÉEòiÉÉ ½èþ* ÊxÉ¨ÉÇ±ÉÉ EòÉ BEò ´ÉèÊ¶É¹]õ¬ ªÉ½þ ¦ÉÒ ½èþ ÊEò <ºÉ¨Éå |ÉSÉÉ®úEò |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù Eäò ±ÉÉä{É xÉä <ºÉä xÉ Eäò´É±É 

Eò±ÉÉi¨ÉEò ¤ÉxÉÉ ÊnùªÉÉ ½èþ* ¤ÉÎ±Eò |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù Eäò Ê¶É±{É EòÉ BEò Ê´ÉEòÉºÉ-ÊSÉ¼xÉ ¦ÉÒ ¤ÉxÉ MÉªÉÉ ½èþ*

Eò¢òxÉ 

Eò¢òxÉ |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù uùÉ®úÉ ®úÊSÉiÉ EòlÉÉºÉÆOÉ½þ ½èþ* <ºÉ¨Éå |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù EòÒ +ÆÊiÉ¨É Eò½þÉxÉÒ Eò¢òxÉ Eäò ºÉÉlÉ +xªÉ 23 Eò½þÉÊxÉªÉÉÄ ºÉÆEòÊ±ÉiÉ ½éþ* {ÉÖºiÉEò ¨Éå 

¶ÉÉÊ¨É±É |ÉiªÉäEò Eò½þÉxÉÒ ¨ÉÉxÉ´É ¨ÉxÉ Eäò +xÉäEò où¶ªÉÉå, SÉäiÉxÉÉ Eäò +xÉäEò UôÉä®úÉå, ºÉÉ¨ÉÉÊVÉEò EÖò®úÒÊiÉªÉÉÄ iÉlÉÉ +ÉÌlÉEò =i{ÉÒc÷xÉ Eäò Ê´ÉÊ´ÉvÉ 

+ÉªÉÉ¨ÉÉå EòÉä ºÉ¨{ÉÚhÉÇ Eò±ÉÉi¨ÉEòiÉÉ Eäò ºÉÉlÉ +xÉÉ´ÉÞkÉ Eò®úiÉÒ ½èþ* Eò¢òxÉ Eò½þÉxÉÒ |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù EòÒ +xªÉ Eò½þÉÊxÉªÉÉå ºÉä BEònù¨É Ê¦ÉzÉ ½èþ* =xÉEäò 

Eò½þÉxÉÒ ºÉÆºÉÉ®ú ºÉä <ºÉEòÉ ºÉÆºÉÉ®ú ºÉ´ÉÇlÉÉ ÊxÉººÉÆMÉ ½èþ, <ºÉÊ±ÉB =xÉEòÒ Eò½þÉÊxÉªÉÉå ºÉä {ÉÊ®úÊSÉiÉ ±ÉÉäMÉÉå Eäò Ê±ÉB ªÉ½þ +xÉ¤ÉÚZÉ {É½äþ±ÉÒ ½þÉä VÉÉiÉÒ 

½èþ, |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù Eäò ºÉÆ¤ÉÆvÉ ¨Éå ¤ÉxÉÒ ½Öþ<Ç {ÉÚ´ÉÇ´ÉiÉÔ vÉÉ®úhÉÉ Eäò +É½äþ |É¶xÉÊSÉ¼xÉ ±ÉMÉÉ näùiÉÒ ½èþ* ªÉ½þ ¨ÉÚ±ªÉÉå Eäò JÉÆb÷®ú EòÒ Eò½þÉxÉÒ ½èþ* +ÉvÉÖÊxÉEòiÉÉ 

¤ÉÉävÉ EòÒ {É½þ±ÉÒ Eò½þÉxÉÒ ½èþ* ªÉ½þÒ EòÉ®úhÉ ½èþ EÖòUô Ê´ÉuùÉxÉ <ºÉä |ÉMÉÊiÉ´ÉÉnùÒ Eò½þiÉä ½éþ iÉÉä b÷Éì. <ÆpùxÉÉlÉ ¨ÉnùÉxÉ EòÉ Eò½þxÉÉ ½èþ Eò½þÉxÉÒ ÊVÉºÉ ºÉiªÉ 

EòÉä =VÉÉMÉ®ú Eò®úiÉÒ ½èþ ´É½þ VÉÒ´ÉxÉ Eäò iÉlªÉ ºÉä ¨Éä±É xÉ½þÓ JÉÉiÉÉ* Eò¢òxÉ |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù EòÒ ËWÉnùMÉÒ Eäò =ºÉ Ë¤ÉnÖù ºÉä VÉÖc÷Ò ½Öþ<Ç Eò½þÉxÉÒ ½èþ ÊVÉºÉEäò 

+ÉMÉä EòÉä<Ç Ë¤ÉnÖù xÉ½þÓ ½þÉäiÉÉ* b÷Éì. ¤ÉSSÉxÉ ËºÉ½þ Eäò ̈ ÉiÉÉxÉÖºÉÉ®ú ªÉ½þ =xÉEäò VÉÒ´ÉxÉ EòÉ ½þÒ Eò¢òxÉ xÉ½þÓ ÊºÉrù ½Öþ<Ç ¤ÉÎ±Eò =xÉEäò ºÉÆÊSÉiÉ +Énù¶ÉÉç, 

¨ÉÚ±ªÉÉå, +ÉºlÉÉ+Éå +Éè®ú Ê´É•ÉÉºÉÉå EòÉ ¦ÉÒ Eò¢òxÉ ÊºÉrù ½Öþ<Ç* VÉ¤É ÊEò b÷Éì. {É®ú¨ÉÉxÉÆnù ̧ ÉÒ´ÉÉºiÉ´É EòÉ Eò½þxÉÉ ½èþ ÊEò Eò¢òxÉ Ë½þnùÒ EòÒ ºÉ´ÉÇ|ÉlÉ¨É 

xÉªÉÒ Eò½þÉxÉÒ ½èþ, ´É½þ {ÉÚhÉÇiÉ& +ÉvÉÖÊxÉEò ½èþ, CªÉÉåÊEò =ºÉ¨Éå xÉ iÉÉä |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù EòÉ VÉÉxÉÉ-{É½þSÉÉxÉÉ +Énù¶ÉÉæx¨ÉÖJÉ ªÉlÉÉlÉÇ´ÉÉnù ½èþ, xÉ EòlÉÉxÉEò 

ºÉÆ¤ÉÆvÉÒ {ÉÚ´ÉÇ´ÉiÉÔ vÉÉ®úhÉÉ ½èþ, xÉ MÉgäø-MÉgøÉªÉä <Æº]Øõ¨Éå]õ±É VÉèºÉä {ÉÉjÉ ½èþ, xÉ EòÉä<Ç {ÉÊ®úhÉÊiÉ xÉ SÉ®ú¨ÉºÉÒ¨ÉÉ, xÉ ÊUôUô±ÉÒ ¦ÉÉ´ÉÖEòiÉÉ +Éè®ú +ÊiÉ®ÆúVÉxÉÉ 

+Éè®ú xÉ EòÉä<Ç ºÉÒvÉÉ ºÉÆ|Éä¹ªÉ ´ÉºiÉÖ* ´É½þ ±ÉäJÉEò Eäò ¤Énù±Éä ½ÖþB oùÎ¹]õEòÉähÉ +Éè®ú Eò½þÉxÉÒ EòÒ ¤Énù±ÉÒ ½Öþ<Ç ºÉÆ®úSÉxÉÉ EòÉ `öÉäºÉ =nùÉ½þ®úhÉ ½èþ* 

Shweta Ranjith
16/UZLA/042

|Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù VÉÒ +Éè®ú näù¶É´ÉÉºÉÒ 

¨ÉÖÆ¶ÉÒ |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù BEò BäºÉä ±ÉäJÉEò ½éþ ÊVÉx½åþ +ÉVÉ ¦ÉÒ ¦ÉÉ®úiÉ´ÉÉºÉÒ ¤Écä÷ MÉ´ÉÇ +Éè®ú ºÉ¨¨ÉÉxÉ Eäò ºÉÉlÉ ªÉÉnù Eò®úiÉä ½éþ* 

¦ÉÉ®úiÉ´ÉÉÊºÉªÉÉå EòÉ |Éä¨ÉSÉxnù VÉÒ EòÉä +{ÉxÉÉxÉä EòÒ ºÉ¤ÉºÉä ¤Éc÷Ò ´ÉVÉ½þ =xÉEòÒ ºÉ®ú±É ±ÉäJÉxÉ ½èþ +Éè®ú <ºÉ EòÉ®úhÉ ´Éä näù¶É EòÒ +É¨É VÉxÉiÉÉ 

iÉEò {É½ÖÄþSÉxÉä ¨Éå ºÉ¡ò±É ®ú½äþ ½éþ* 

¨ÉÖÆ¶ÉÒ VÉÒ EòÉ ¨ÉÉxÉxÉÉ ½èþ ÊEò ±ÉäJÉxÉ BEò¨ÉÉjÉ ¨ÉÉvªÉ¨É ½èþ ÊVÉºÉºÉä BEò ±ÉäJÉEò VÉxÉiÉÉ EòÒ {É®äú¶ÉÉÊxÉªÉÉÄ, VÉÒ´ÉxÉ Eäò ºÉ¨ÉºªÉÉ+Éå {É®ú +{ÉxÉÒ 

ºÉÖZÉÉ´É |ÉEò]õ Eò®ú ºÉEòiÉä ½éþ +Éè®ú näù¶É Eäò ¤ÉgøÉ´É Eäò Ê±ÉB +{ÉxÉÉ ªÉÉäMÉnùÉxÉ näù ºÉEòiÉÉ ½èþ* 

näù¶É ¨Éå BäºÉä ¦ÉÒ ±ÉÉäMÉ lÉä ÊVÉx½þÉåxÉä |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù EòÉä xÉ½þÓ +{ÉxÉÉªÉÉ* =xÉEòÉ ¨ÉÉxÉxÉÉ ½èþ ÊEò ¨ÉÖÆ¶ÉÒ VÉÒ ºÉ¦ÉÒ Eò½þÉÊxÉªÉÉå +Éè®ú ={ÉxªÉÉºÉ nÖùJÉ ¦É®úÒ 

+Éè®ú nùnÇù ¦É®úÒ ½þÉäiÉÒ ½éþ* ¨ÉMÉ®ú EÖòUô ±ÉÉäMÉÉå Eäò Ê±ÉB |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù VÉÒ EòÉä SÉÉ½þxÉä EòÒ ´ÉVÉ½þ ¦ÉÒ ªÉ½þÒ ®ú½þÒ ½éþ* 

¨ÉÖÄ¶ÉÒ VÉÒ xÉä +{ÉxÉÒ ËVÉnùMÉÒ ¨Éå PÉÚÊ]õiÉ nÖùPÉÇ]õxÉÉ+Éå Eäò uùÉ®úÉ näù¶É EòÒ MÉ®úÒ¤ÉÒ, +iªÉÉSÉÉ®úÉå +Éè®ú ±ÉÉäMÉÉå Eäò ºÉÉlÉ ÊEòªÉä VÉÉxÉä´ÉÉ±Éä +xªÉÉªÉ VÉèºÉä 

PÉ]õxÉÉ+Éå {É®ú ®úÉä¶ÉxÉÒ b÷É±ÉiÉä ½éþ* ºÉÉ±ÉÉå {É½þ±Éä |Éä¨ÉSÉxnù VÉÒ EòÒ Ê±ÉJÉÒ PÉ]õxÉÉBÄ +Éè®ú +ÉVÉEò±É EòÒ +É¨É VÉÒ´ÉxÉ EòÒ PÉ]õxÉÉ+Éå EòÉ ºÉÆ¤ÉÆvÉ 

½þÒ VÉÉä |Éä¨ÉSÉÆnù EòÉä +xÉÉäJÉÉ ½éþ* 

Daris Preethi A
16/UZLA/057
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md;W - ,d;W

tsik epiwe;j ehL - md;W

tz;zk; ,oe;J kq;fpaJ - ,d;W

rq;fk; itj;J jkpo; tsh;j;jdh; - md;W

rk];fpujKk; Mq;fpyKk; Nghl;bf;F te;jJ - ,d;W

jpz;izfs; ,Ue;j tPLfs; - md;W

jpz;lhLk; fyhr;rhuk; - ,d;W

$l;Lf;FLk;gk; - md;W

$b tho;e;jhy; Nfhb njhy;iy - ,d;W

ejpfs;  NjhWk; jz;zPh;  - md;W

ek;gpf;if ,oe;j tptrhapd; fz;zPh; - ,d;W

te;Njhiu vy;yhk; tho itj;jdh; - md;W

tw;wpg; Nghd MWfs; - ,d;W

tpopj;J vONkh ek; Njrk; ,d;W

ek; fdTfs; edthFk; md;W !!!
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Class 
Photographs

M.Phil. Economics



198
199

M.Phil. English

M.Phil. Mathematics



200
201

M.Phil. Fine Arts

II M.A. Economics



202
203

II M.A. English

II M.A. Fine Arts



204
205

II M.A. International Studies

II M.A. Public Relations



206
207

II M.Com

II M.Sc. Bioinformatics



208
209

II M.Sc. Biotechnology

II M.Sc. Chemistry



210
211

II M.Sc. IT

II M.Sc. Mathematics



212
213

II M.S.W

III B.A. Economics



214
215

III B.A. English

III B.A. History



216
217

III B.A. Sociology

IV BVA



218
219

III BCA Section A

III BCA Section B  



220
221

III B.Com. Shift I 

III B.Com. (Shift II) Section A



222
223

III B.Com. (Shift II) Section  B

III B.Com. (Shift II) Section  C



224
225

III B.S.W.

III B.Com Shift II  (CS)



226
227

III B.Sc. Zoology

III B.Sc. Mathematics  (Shift I)



228
229

III B.Sc. Mathematics  (Shift II)

III B.Sc. Physics



230
231

III B.Sc. Botany

III B.Sc. Chemistry



232
233

Students’ Union & Executive Representatives

Postgraduate Diploma in  
Medical Laboratory Technology 



234
235

Certificate Course in 
English Language & Life Skills

Faculty, Department of Languages



236
237

Administrative Staff

Support Staff
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CLASS APPEARED PASSED PERCENTAGE 
OF PASS

B.A.

History and Tourism 64 47 73.44

Sociology 61 50 81.97

Economics 64 51 79.69

English 67 61 91.04

B.V.A. 47 39 82.98

B.Com. Section – A Shift I 70 68 97.14

Section – A Shift II 67 60 89.55

Section – B Shift II 72 64 88.89

Section – C Shift II 68 63 92.65

Corporate Secretaryship 75 56 74.67

B.Sc. Mathematics Shift I 69 65 94.20

Mathematics Shift II 70 64 91.43

Physics 48 46 95.83

Chemistry 46 45 97.83

Plant Biology and Plant 
Biotechnology 

45 44 97.78

Advanced Zoology and 
Biotechnology 

48 43 89.58

B.C.A. Section A 52 50 96.15

Section B 53 45 84.91

B.S.W. 47 40 85.11

Stella Maris College (Autonomous), Chennai-600086
List Of Overall Pass Percentages

U.G. - 2014-15 & 2013 Visual Arts 
April-2017
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CLASS APPEARED PASSED PERCENTAGE 
OF PASS

M.A. International Studies 15 13 86.67

Economics 19 16 84.21

English 38 37 97.37

History Of Fine Arts 12 4 33.33

Public Relations 20 19 95.00

M.S.W. 26 25 96.15

M.Com. 35 33 94.29

M.Sc. Mathematics 36 35 97.22

Information Technology 10 10 100.00

Bioinformatics 11 11 100.00

Chemistry 21 18 85.71

Biotechnology 14 13 92.86

P.G. - 2015-16
April-2017

Statements about ownership& other particulars about the 
Annual Magazine of Stella Maris College to be published in the first issue 

every year after the last day of February.

Form IV – (See Rule 8)

1. Place of Publication -  17, Cathedral Road, Chennai – 600 086

2. Periodicity of Publication -  Annual

3. Printer’s Name  - Sterling and Quadra Press India Limited 
Whether Citizen of India  -  Citizen of India                
(if foreigner state the country of origin)
Address   - 13 & 14 Gandhi Street, Kottivakkam  
  Chennai – 600 096

4. Paper Donated by  - J G Group

5. Publisher’s Name - Dr. Sr. Jasintha Quadras fmm, Ph.D
Whether Citizen of India -  Citizen of India 
(if foreigner state the country of origin)          
Address - 17, Cathedral Road, Chennai - 600 086

6. Editor’s Name - Dr. Sr. Jasintha Quadras fmm, Ph.D
Whether Citizen of India                                - Citizen of India
(if foreigner state the country of origin)
Address - 17, Cathedral Road, Chennai - 600 086

7. Name and addresses of individuals - Stella  Maris College, Chennai - 600 086  
who own the newspapers and partners  
or shareholders holding more than  
one percent of the total Capital                                            

I, Jasintha Quadras, hereby declare that the particulars given above are true to the best of 
my knowledge and belief.

Date: 15.08.2017
Signature of Publisher:  Dr. Sr. Jasintha Quadras fmm, Ph.D
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