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Sr. Jacintha Quadras, faculty, Department of
Mathematics was awarded the ‘Rev. Fr. Racin
Award’ for the highest number of research
papers published in Loyola College during 2004.
Dr. Ulaganayaki Palani, Head, Department of
Tamil was honoured with the title “Tamizh llakia
Navarasi’ and received a cash award by the
Vasuki Educational Trust. Dr. Sr. Annamma
Philip received the ‘Life Time Achievement
Award for Women’ from the Alpha Group of
Institutions, Chennai.

The Department of Commerce organised a
national seminar sponsored by the United
Board on ‘The Dynamics of Change in Human
Resource Management’. The Department of
Bioinformatics organised a national workshop
in ‘Separation Sciences and Mass Spectrometry
for Proteomics’, and the Department of
International Studies organised a national
seminar on ‘Comprehensive Security Issues and
Challenges: An Indian Perspective’, both
sponsored by the UGC. We are immensely
grateful to the University Grants Commission,
New Delhi and its Regional Office at Hyderabad
for their prompt response and financial support.

This year the following degree programmes
were introduced: M.Sc. Chemistry, M.Com
(Commerce), B.S.W. (Bachelors in Social Work)
and M.Phil in Social Work. We are proud to
state that Stella Maris College took the initiative
of introducing the BSW programme at the
University of Madras, and the efforts of Dr.
Poppy Kannan in this regard are noteworthy.

The project on ‘Low Cost Processing and
Preservation of Horticultural Produce’
sponsored by the Department of Science and
Technology, Government of India, coordinated
by Dr. Geetha Swaminathan, Department of
Chemistry, is based in Padappai village and the

nodal unit has begun work on vegetable and
fruit preservation. The women of the village
have been trained in the manufacture of fruit
and vegetable products which are being
marketed locally.

The student-centeredness of our institution is
the base and essence of our functioning. The
management has invested generously in
improvipg infrastructure and other facilities in
order to meet the needs of increasing numbers
of students.

Faculty and Students have had good reason to
celebrate again this year. Examination results
have been praiseworthy with an overall 90% at
the undergraduate level and 96% at the
postgraduate level.

The Students’ Union has had a successful and
eventful year. They organised several inter-
collegiate cultural programmes and interactive
academic sessions for the student community.
Our students have won several prizes at inter-
collegiate cultural and departmental events.

| congratulate Ms. Priyanka Joseph, President,
Student’s Union who has been awarded the
Fulbright Scholarship to pursue graduate studies
in the USA.

Ms. Anupama Sekhar, a postgraduate student
of International Studies is also a freelance
journalist and a film-maker. Her digital fiim,
‘The 45 Ways Around It’ was selected from
among 500 South Asian entries in the British
Council’s Digital Film Festival of 2004.

Ms. Nischinta Amarnath, il B.A. Economics, has
co-authored a book titled ‘The Voyage to
Excellence’ featuring the stories of top 2|
women business leaders of India. She has been
nominated for the Infosys and Education World
Young Achievers Award.






SAMAGAMA, ‘Carnivalesque’ by the English
Department, MATHZOOM 2005 by the
Department of Mathematics, Chemistry’s
REACTIONS, Zoology’s SYNAPSE, WIZIT
2005 by the Computer Science Department,
Botany’s ‘Genera’ and ‘Beats 2005’ of Physics.
The first inter collegiate culturals of the Cercle
des Francophiles was organised this year. The
departmental newsletters published this
academic year include ‘Focus’ of the department
of International Studies, ‘Ankur’ of Economics,
‘Radicals’ of Chemistry and the annual college
newspaper ‘Star of the Sea’. Endowment
lectures by distinguished speakers were also
organised by departments.

The Alumnae Association of Stella Maris has
grown with the launching of the UAE Chapter.
The Career Guidance Cell, co-ordinated by
Dr. Sr. Colleen North and Ms. Sarala Vasu, has
successfully placed over 300 students in reputed
companies. Thirty-three companies have visited
the campus for recruitment.

We are proud to state that administrators and
faculty from institutions across the country have
visited Stella Maris to study the functioning of
autonomy and the credit based system. Several
foreign universities have explored the
possibilities of linkages with Stella Maris.

The Indo-British Type Shop programme co-
ordinated by the Department of Fine Arts was
the outcome of the linkage programme with
the Birmingham Institute of Art and Design,
England.

The prompt and sustained efforts of the college
community in working for the victims of the
Kumbakonam school fire and the tsunami
disasters need to be placed on record.

The faculty and students of the department of

Social work initiated Psychosocial Counselling
for parents who had lost their children in the
fire disaster in Kumbakonam.

The entire Stella Maris family including the
alumnae has been involved in relief and
rehabilitation work in thie Tsunami affected
areas of Tamil Nadu especially Kasimedu in
Chennai, Nagapattinam, Kanyakumari and
Chengelpet districts. Several faculty members
and over 400 students worked tirelessly,
rendering psycho-social counselling and other
relief work. Dr. Geetha Sridharan along with
Sr. Lourthumary co-ordinated the relief camps
for students at Kanyakumari district. The
management, faculty and students have all
contributed generously to the Tsunami Relief
Fund, a gesture greatly appreciated. | am also
moved by the calibre of our young students,
their commitment to learn and serve.

Dr. Cecilia Thangarajan and a few senior Social
Work academicians from the Tata Institute of
Social Sciences initiated the Tamil Nadu Schools
of Social Work Relief and Rehabilitation Project,
in which nearly thirteen hundred students from
29 schools of Social Work in Tamil Nadu, and
250 academicians participated in a needs-
assessment and enumeration survey.

Faculty of the Department of Social work, in
coflaboration with NIMHANS, Bangalore
organised the “Training of Trainers” programme
for psychosocial care. The faculty and students
of the department stayed with the victims and
carried out a needs-assessment survey in 23
villages at Sirgazhi over a period of three weeks.

Participants of the extension project of Stella
Maris College ~ Sangamam - have been working
with the fishing communities of Kasimedu,
Royapuram. The project co-ordinator Mrs.
Sandra jJoseph and a team of staff were involved









The very concept of a country like ours, which
the Republican Constitution of India defines in
a most emphatic manner, is perhaps in my view
the most challenging factor in our lives today.
The Preamble of our Constitution begins with
the words: “We the people of India, give to
ourselves...” This very eloquently conveys the
self-confidence, the commitment and the pledge
that a new country, a new nation, wants to
give to itself. And that has to be the beacon
light that should guide us, just as similar ideals
have guided this Institution, to making ourselves
individually and collectively responsible and
answerable in a country which today is at the
threshold of a very great future in every sphere
of activity whether it is education, commerce,
science and technology or the advancing
frontiers of knowledge. It is for us to shape
this nation not only as the freedom fighters
and the founding fathers of our republic wanted
it to be, but also as the future generations of
this country would like it to be.

It is this bridge between the past, the present,
and the future, which | believe is the most
important and the most crucial task that faces
us today. Neither should we allow the present
and the future of our country to be a hostage
to the past, nor should we allow the present
and the future of our country to cut itself
away totally from the great heritage of our
past. Contending thoughts and ideas come
before us. Institutions like this empower those
who study here to make critical decisions about
their own conduct in this passage of time.
Education is basically for that purpose.

Today when we look at many of the things
that have happened in the country and many
of the things that are still happening, we are
apprehensive of the future. The young
‘generation today is brimming with excitement,

courage and the need to go ahead sometimes
at a speed, which we ourselves do not
comprehend. At the same time we would be
failing our future if we were not able to evolve
that thought process, evolve that journey that
has to be taken by this generation of young
people to enable them to become the
harbingers of the future. This is the task of
education. This task cannot be fulfilled, cannot
even be comprehended if we have closed minds,
which are shackled by ideas and beliefs, even
superstitions. Therefore the first necessity, or
you may call it the first precondition, for
education has to be an open mind; and that
open mind does not descend upon us. It is the
process through which we pass in our
educational experiences that helps us to
broaden our vision, our capacity and our minds.

Divisive thinking, divisive minds and divisive
objectives cannot serve the cause of our
country. It is only a through comprehensive,
cohesive and committed approach to all the
issues that are struggling for attention in our
country that we can believe or we can hope
for that India to emerge, the India that
Rabindranath Tagore describes as a country
where the mind is free and unfettered.

For all those who are really interested in the
field of education this is their primary task; and
when | have been seeing the progress that
your Institution has made in the last 58 years,
I must salute this Institution for all its
achievements and wish it the best for the future.
Actually | was to come here last year, but
because of the vagaries of my office, | could
not do so. | would like to apologize to all of
you. | am here now to fulfill that commitment,
and help this Institution to discharge the
responsibilities, which it undertook fifty-eight
years ago when India became free.







There is an enormously significant demographic
fact about India and China. Both these countries
have a substantial proportion of their population
below the age of 35 years. This is happening at
a time when the rest of the world, especially
the developed world is facing the challenge of
the greying of their populations. Youth
represents idealism and vigour. Youth who have
had exposure to excellent education, in
institutions like Stella Maris, are particularly
valuable for our nation and the development
of our economy. | am sure each one of the
students who is graduating is going to play a
significant role in the development of our
nation. Dr. Kalam a highly patriotic intellectual
and President of our country in his book ‘The
Wings of Fire’, points out that each one of us
is blessed by God with some talents and the
challenge in life is to ensure that these talents
blossom to the full.

The youthful vigour of the Indian population is
also becoming prominent at a time when the
global economy has become a knowledge
economy. India’s strength in this context has
been recognized. The much discussed BRIC
report talks about Brazil, Russia, India and China
as the four countries which are going to be
increasingly significant in the global economy,
in this century. Nevertheless, we must not
forget that the very great strength of a youthful
population will become a disadvantage if our
youth are not able to get jobs and are not able
to play a meaningful role. This brings us to the
question of what should be the attitude of the
youth of today, if we have to realize the vision
of the President of India and the mission of
Stella Maris.

One aspect of the knowledge economy is very
encouraging, so far as our country is concerned.

In the southern states of Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala, more than 60%
of the students taking IT courses are girls. We
can therefore, visualize the tremendous socio
economic impact. Girls will dominate this
vibrant sector of IT and this itself is a very
hopeful sign. Added to that we are also facing
the ICE age. Not in the geological sense. | am
talking about the Information, Communication
and Entertainment sector, which is growing very
fast thanks to satellite communication and the
explosion of TV channels. In this sector | find
that girls have tremendous opportunities. As
one surfs the channels, one realizes the extent
of talent that girls in our country are blessed
with. These are again, hopeful signs.

In the ultimate analysis, our success depends
on ourselves. God helps those who help
themselves. Then how do we help ourselves?
How do we overcome challenges? As a person
who is 67 and three times older than all the
students here, is there anything, which | can
say to you, which would be relevant today!
People generally talk about the generation gap.
Every generation faces new challenges. But at
the same time, there are certain things, which
are permanent and they never change. These
are values. After all, when you come to think
about it, values are at the bottom of every
action that we take. Life is nothing but a
continuous exercise in making serious choices.
Decision making means selecting one course
of action against others. It is in this selection
of a course of action or actions, that values
play an important role. The Franscican sisters
who run this college, represent some of the
highest and best values of human kind. The
message of Christian charity and the essence
of the sermon on the mount of Jesus Christ
represent the best in the human tradition.







Faith in God and an absolutely clean personal
life are the basic requirement, if you want to
succeed in life.

This brings us to the principles and strategies
that one should adopt to succeed in life. | have
found three principles to be always useful.
The first principle is to have a positive mind
set. Norman Vincent Peale has pointed out
the advantage of positive thinking. The person
who has positive thinking finds every problem
an opportunity and what people perceive as a
weakness, he sees as a strength. Talking about
myself, | became diabetic at the age of 25.
There was every possibility that | could have
become a hypochondriac. But | did not. For
me diabetes was an intimation of mortality.
This in turn made me realize the supreme value
of time, which is the most precious resource
we have in life. | can never understand when
people talk about killing time. Killing time means,
killing life. As a result, this adversity | faced in
life had a totally beneficial impact on my attitude
to life. In more than four decades in public
administration | always found that a positive
approach is a great source of strength.

But a positive approach is not enough. This
must be supplemented by a second principle.
This second principle is the principle of
creativity and a creative approach. If you are
able to think outside the box, you will be able
to come up with solutions, which others cannot
conceive. You may be wondering how IAS
officers manage different jobs, which are totally
unrelated. | have, for example, in my life handled

the department of health, run an industrial
enterprise and worked in technical and scientific
departments. How does one manage? | can say
from experience that the great advantage of
the Indian Administrative Service is ignorance.
If you are ignorant and know you are ignorant,
then you will learn from others and will develop
the requisite humility.

Then there is a third principle needed for
success in life. This is the principle of common
sense. A positive approach combined with
creativity should also be tempered with
common sense. One can easily become too
idealistic and lose one’s head in the clouds or
one can become too pragmatic and cynical and
think nothing good will happen. However, a
healthy combination of a positive approach, a
creative mindset and commonsense, is a sure
fire formula for success.

Every student who is passing through this
college today, is already starting life with the
advantage of having studied in an excellent
educational institution, which is run by
dedicated faculty who are inspired by the vision
of Christ and a tradition of more than 55 years
of building up this institution. All of you are,
therefore, designed for success. | pray that each
one of you will be able to rise to your full
potential. | will suggest that we must remember
always the Chandogya Upanishad, which says
that if you apply your knowledge with faith and
conviction and deep analysis, your action
becomes strong and that is the sure basis for
success.

Yadeva vidhyayakarothi shradhyaya upashadha
Sadeva veeryathvayam bhawathi











































In the centenary year of the great physicist Dr.
Albert Einstein, the Physics Department of Stella
Maris College celebrated their 25th anniversary
with pride and enjoyment on 2 and 3 February
2005.

Dr. (Sr.) Annamma Philip, Principal, Stella Maris
College, delivered the welcome address,
highlighting the 25 glorious years of the
department since its inception in 1980. This
was followed by an overview of the two- day
celebration programme by Dr. Rajni K, the
Head of the Department of  Physics. The
former Principal Dr. (Sr.) Helen Vincent shared
reminiscences of her cherished associations
with the department.

Silver Physics

Ms. Gnanam and Ms. Shantha, the former Heads
of the Department were then felicitated. The
trip down memory lane continued further, by
remembering the former [ab assistants Mr. Das
and Mr K. K. Raghavan.

Dr. V. Balakrishnan, Professor of Physics, LI.T,
Chennai, defined physics as a science which
deals with the reasoning and understanding of
the simple things in the world in his inaugural
address.

Physics students from nearly twenty colleges
were invited to participate in the various events.
The competitions held included collage, Pot
Pourri, quiz and crossword. Loyola College
emerged overall winners.




The Department of M.A. International Studies, Stella
Maris College, organised the first United Board of
Christian Higher Education (UBCHEA) national and
international Scholars in Residence programme in
November - December 2004. The programmes
provided the department with invaluable learning
experiences in hosting two International Relations
scholars; Mr. Arvind Kumar of the National Institute
of Advanced Studies, Bangalore, and Dr. Kripa
Sridharan of the National University of Singapore. The
scholars spent up to five days lecturing to the students
of the department, on various aspects of International
Relations.

Mr. Arvind Kumar, Research Faculty, National Security
Studies Programme, National institute of Advanced
Studies, Bangalore, was the national Scholar in
Residence at the department from 24 - 26 November
2004. An M. Phil. degree holder in American studies
from the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi,
Mr. Kumar is a prolific writer who has undertaken
policy-oriented research on nuclear, strategic,
defence, foreign policy issues and technology. His
work is concerned more particularly with surveillance
and monitoring, ballistic missiles, deterrence theory
and matters related to international security.

Mr. Kumar’s lecture series covered :

* IR theories on deterrence

* India’s nuclear doctrine and regional security
strategy

+  Nature and significance of coritemporary
warfare

By skilfully interspersing the lecture-presentation
mode with interactive Question-&-Answer sessions,

The Pursuit of Knowledge

The Scholar in Residence Programme

Yearning in desire to follow knowledge like a

sinking star, beyond the utmost bounds of
human thought.
- Lord Alfred Tennyson, Ulysses
Mr. Kumar kept his sessions intellectually challenging.
Students were constantly invited to make
observations and apply IR theories to the South Asian
context.

Dr. Kripa Sridharan, Senior Lecturer, Department of
Political Science, National University of Singapore, was
the international Scholar in Residence at the
Department from 13-17 December 2004. Dr.
Sridharan’s research and publications focus on foreign
policy analysis, comparative regionalism, foreign and
domestic politics, human rights and Third World
issues.

In her five-day lecture series, Dr. Sridharan focused

on:

*  Origin and management of international political
systems

*  Sources and resolution mechanism of intra-state
and inter-state conflicts.

¢ Competing levels and models of foreign policy
decision-making

*  Diplomacy, economic statecraft and the use of
force as foreign policy tools.

*  Comparative regionalism with special reference
to South and South-East Asia

By linking concepts and issues across international
political economy, history and IR, Dr. Sridharan's
lectures threw light on the existing and shifting
patterns in the discipline. The lecture series sensitised
students to the significant issue of orientation in IR,
They learned to scrutinise both their own and that of
scholars and authors studied. Delivered in an engaging
style and peppered with anecdotes, Dr. Sridharan’s
lectures were both interesting and informative.



UGC - ASC Refresher Course in English

The UGC-Sponsored Academic Staff College
Refresher Course in English, Batch X was
organized and conducted at Stella Maris College
from 18 November 2004 to 8 December 2004.
The coordinator of the course was Dr.
Margaret Clarence, Head, Department of
English. The theme was “Post-Colonial Studies.”
The course was attended by Faculty from
Orissa, Maharashtra, Goa and the Arnidamans,
as well as the southern States.

The multi-disciplinary thrust of the course -
which included disciplines like History,

Orientation Course in English

Stella Maris College conducted an Orientation
for English teachers of Government Colleges
from 17 to 20 and 22 January 2005. This was
part of the Quality Improvement Programme
sponsored by the Department of Higher
Education, Tamil Nadu. Ms. Agnes Fernando
was the Co-coordinator of the Prcgramme.
About 50 English language teachers with varying
levels of teaching experience were exposed to
many innovative methods of teaching and
evaluation. '

Dr. P. Ramani, Dean of Education, SASTRA
Deemed University, Thanjavur, gave the

Economics, Sociology, Literature and the Fine
Arts, enabled the participants to examine and
understand the various aspects of colonialism
and post-colonialism, and also gave them the
opportunity to exhibit their in-depth knowledge
through seminar presentations and written
assignments. The Refresher Course was a rich
learning experience for all the participants, and
successfully accomplished its objective of
updating the knowledge of the participants,
thereby equipping them to be better teachers.

Inaugural address highlighting the growing
demand for the teaching of English in the
context of globalization. Dr. V. Saraswathi and
Dr. Seetha Srinivasan, retired professors of
English were among the resource persons who
shared their rich and valuable experience in
English language teaching. There were also
input sessions on general topics such as
personality development and empowerment of
women as Value Education formed part of the
Syllabus for General English in the University
of Madras.







To ‘Spin A Beginning' - that says it all- the
motto of the students’ urion 2004-2005, was
in consonance with the principle of life that
the old order is always replaced by the new
and yet the new is built on the traditions set
by its predecessors. So, this year saw the
unraveling of a number of firsts.

The Students Union office bearers for the
academic year 2004-05 were:

* President

* Vice president

* General Secretary
* Treasurer

* Cultural Secretary
* Cultural Secretary

Priyanka Joseph

Kaavya Krishna Kumar
Ketaki Chandrasekar
Vaishnavi Ramakrishnan
Natasha Telles

Chachu Joseph

The Union’s first activity was to conduct
orientation programmes for the entire college
reminding the seniors of their continued
responsibilities to the college. The various clubs
of the college put together a show at the OAT
to welcome the first years with entertaining
music and dance. A new venture termed
‘Breaktime Presentations’ was inaugurated
wherein all clubs were compulsorily required
to make presentations. Club registrations also
happened during the break, after the
presentations.

Another first time venture was the introduction
of the investiture ceremony, wherein all the
class reps, both UG & PG, executive reps, club
presidents and the student heads of NCC/NSS/

Students’ Union Report

Games, alang with the office bearers of the
students union, received their badges.

A special OAT was organized to mourn the
loss of young lives in the Kumbakonam tragedy.
In keeping with the growing concern for road
safety, a special unit ‘Citizens for Safe Roads’
was inaugurated in the college in the presence
of many dignitaries.

Freshies Talent Day, termed ‘Neptunalia 2004,
was held on 22nd of July, to provide the first
years with a platform to reveal their talent.
This was followed by ‘Sangharsh 2004’, the
inter-departmental culturals on 23 and 24
August wherein the various departments were
organtized into groups and encouraged to
participate in a spirit of healthy competition.
‘Hysteria 2004, the biggest intra collegiate
cultural event took place on 7, 8 and 9 October
encouraging the talent, skill, and participation
of the students. A total of 27 events were
organized and the 2nd years emerged winners.

The student leaders of various city colleges
came together to form ‘S4S‘ or Students For
Society, with the objective of creating social
awareness programs for students of member
colleges by networking through their union
office bearers.

A variety of special OATs & celebrations were
organized through out the year, beginning with
MTC Day, to felicitate the workers of the
Metropolitan Transport Corporation,







* Suggestion boxes
* E - polling, computerized elections

* Introduction of the Common room

The college play ‘Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat’, staged in Chinmaya
Heritage Hall, organized as a fund raiser for
the Tsunami Back to School Project, ran to 5
sold out shows.

Stella Maris participated in a variety of inter
collegiate culturals and won many accolades.
Besides winning a variety of prizes at various
events, our college was the overall winner at
Deep Woods at MCC, Neherika of Anna
Adarsh, and runner up at Fest-Eve of WCC.

However the ‘biggie’ this year was our very
own inter-collegiate culturals AQUILAE 2004,
named after the sailor’s star, which shines bright
in the December night sky, Stella Maris or Star

B 2l se <

of the Sea appropriately introduced the co-
educational culturals after almost a decade.
With the combined efforts of both students
and management, it was a resounding success.
With |7 colleges displaying their talent and
prominent people judging the events, it was
indeed a ‘Stellar Show!

Eventually on the Union Day, the reports of
the Union’s activities for the year 2004-05 were
presented. The formal oath taking ceremony
for the incoming Union was followed by the
traditional Carnival with a wide range of stalls.
A blockbuster movie was also screened.

It was indeed a year of new beginnings and the
old order had yet again to change, yielding
place to the new office bearers. All in all, it
was a fulfilling, eventful year for the Stella Marian
Community.
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Conch Woman

Surrounded by herself
Enfolding her own body
Rigidly twining her softness
She awaits...

Breeding life within

The moist womb

Catches life and swallows it whole and then
She awaits...

Her world is ensconced
In an eerie silence
Lonely yet cramped
With her limbs bound
She awaits...

Her release comes at last

At the hands of another

Her flesh torn ravaged,

Enjoyed and joyful.

With bated breath for that one moment
She awaits...

Ms. Lakshmi Priya
Dept. of Fine Arts













B. Siva Ranjini, | B.com
Preetha, | B.Sc.

Hockey:

A. Santhoshi, Il B.Com

N. Deepa Rekha, 1l B.Com
). Deepa Arasi, il B.Com
P. Thilakavathi, It B.Com

Athletics:
Mary Sherin Jose, I B.Com

Tanya, | BA.
Vanitha, | B.Sc.
Chess:

Madhusree V., | B.Com

Some of our students represented Madras
University and participated in the All-India Inter-
University tournaments in the following games.

Basketball:

Diya Susan Pallikal, | B.A.
Cricket:

Irene Sangeetha, || B.Com
Table Tennis:

Swarna, | B.Sc.
N. Aishwarya, Il BCA

Lawn Tennis:
Sanjana Prabhakar, Il B.Com
Rupha Ramani, Ifl B.A. Lit

Chess:
Madhushree V., Il B.Com

Some of our students represented the Tamil
Nadu State in the following games.

Baseball:

Irene Sangeetha S. I, Il B.Com
Beulah Kavitha, Il B.Com

J. Deepa Arasi, Il B.Com

N. Deepa Rekha, Il B.Com

A. Santhoshi, Il B.Com
Roselita, Il B.A.

Thilakavathy, Il B.Com

Rohini, 1 B.Com

Vishvaa, Il B.Com

Table Tennis:
J. Swarna, | B.Sc.
Aishwarya N., Il BCA

Shooting:
Janavi M., Il B.A FA

The Madras University table tennis team won
the South Zone and All India Tournament
conducted by Allagappa University, Karaikudi,
in which J. Swarna, | B.Sc. and Aishwarya N., Il
BCA, of our college were the main players.

J. Swarna, | B.Sc., represented Tamil Nadu State
in the National Championship and won many
medals.

This year, our college teams participated in
several State and All India tournaments and
secured the second and third places
respectively.

Thanks to the consistent hard work of the
students and the sustained support of our
Principal and the Management, we have
achieved great success this year, and we hope
to continue to do so in the years to come.







volunteers who extended their help the whole
day. The Leo Club of Park Town has been
requesting the services of our NSS volunteers
for the fourth year in succession.

NSS volunteers helped to create awareness
about non-conventional energy sources through
their participation in the formation of a human
chain at the Marina. The everit was organized
by the Ministry for Non-conventional Energy
Sources, Government of India, on 20th August,
2004.

AIDS Awareness has also been an area of
priority with the NSS of Stella Maris which
was declared an ‘AIDS AWARE' college, as
early as 1992 by the University of Madras.
The volunteers of the NSS have proved in more
ways than one that the NSS Units of the College
will strive through its awareness activities to
create an AIDS- free society. The NSS Units
organized several activities towards this purpose
and our voiunteers participated in many
programmes pertaining to this cause.

As one of the few colleges selected under the
‘AIDS prevention and Control  Programme
among College Students’, by the department
of Adult and Continuing Education, University
of Madras, four of the volunteers attended a
one day in service training programme for peer
educators at VHS, Adyar in September 2004.

Blood donation is an annual feature of the NSS,
which motivates students to understand the
cause and need for voluntary blood donation,
supported technically by the Madras Voluntary
Blood Bank. The blood donation camp in
February 2005 saw 142 students donating
towards a noble cause.

The year's activities culminated in the NSS Day
Celebrations on 8 March 2005. Coinciding with

International Women’s Day, the NSS had the+
responsibility of bringing out the significance of

that day. The theme was appropriately chosen

as ‘A TRIBUTE,” not only to the women of the

NSS, but to all those women achievers and

their contributions to the NSS, as guiding lights

from 1969 to 2005. The Guests of Honour

included:

Dr. Sr. Helen Vincent - former Principal of
SMC.

Dr. Mrs. Radha Paul - former NSS advisor and
Head of the Dept. of Social Work, SMC, as
well as the former first Regional (Woman)
Director of World Vision.

Mrs. Vasantha Raghwir — Director, Shakthi
Foundation, Chennai.

Mrs. Rani Mani - self-help group representative
from SHARE, Veliore.

Specially chosen for their contribution to
society and the involvement with the NSS of
Stella Maris through the years, these special
guests added to the spirit of joy and service
during the programme.

invitees from the various institutions where
volunteers render their service and other
special guests added colour with a wonderful
display of talent. The institutions were
honoured with mementos for their continued
support and faith in the NSS and the service
rendered by its volunteers. The entire college
community of staff and students witnessed the
colorful programme of sharing and caring. The
programme ended with a mighty performance
of the ‘Thoodumbu’  instruments by the
members of the Unnarvugal Team consisting
of past and present volunteers of the NSS,
Pachaiyappa’s College, Chennai.













Through the Social Service Programme, jeeva
Sparsham, the Stella Maris NCC Company
reached out to the less fortunate in society.
The cadets organized special programmes for
elderly citizens, patients at the Cancer Hospice,
an Aids awareness rally, a garbage segregation
awareness campaign, Annadanam at churches,
and a medical camp at a government hospital.
We conducted an eye donation camp and a
blood donation camp here on campus; there
was an overwhelming response from the college
students to both these activities. We had a
record number of students pledging their eyes
and donating blood. Thank you Stella Marians,
it is because of you that the Stella Maris NCC
Company has won the prestigious |eeva
Sparsham social service banner for the year
2004-05. The cadets also enthusiastically
participated in social service activities conducted
by Madras Group A, like the awareness
campaign on rainwater harvesting and female

infanticide. The | year cadets performed a street
play on female infanticide, that was so well
appreciated by the press, that we were invited
by the Centre for Women’s Development and
Research, Chennai, to conduct a series of street
plays on violence against women in various
slums in the city of Chennai. Cadets also
participated in the Tsunami relief operations
launched by Madras Group A, as well as the
relief camps conducted by Stella Maris College.

The Inter-Company competitions were
conducted among the four companies Alpha,
Bravo, Charlie and Delta on December 20 and
21, 2004. The various competitions that
determind the best company of the year
included - contingent drill, individual drill, cross
country, communications, first aid and map
reading, best cadet competitions, best Tsc, GK
& 1Q. Charlie Company emerged the overall
winners and were declared the Best Company
of the year 2004-2005.
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For the Career Guidance Cell (CGC), the year
2004 - 2005 was a period of consolidation and
forging ahead with a host of initiatives
culminating in successful placement of students
in prestigious organisations.

Intensely aware that the success of the CGC
objectives rests on having skilled and trained
manpower with a professional attitude and
approach, we started the academic year 2004
- 2005 with a workshop on Self Motivation
and Time Management, designed and
customized for the CGC members and faculty
directly involved with the CGC.

Mr. & Mrs. Paul, who conducted the morning
session on self motivation, effectively brought
out the importance of understanding one’s self
as the single most important step towards self
development and realization of one’s goals.

The second session on Time Management by
Mr. Joe Britto drove home the vital lesson that
one has to be proud of the work that one
does and that time management is essentially
self-management. His clever introduction of
popular film songs as part of the training helped
drive away any post-lunch lethargy. Preparing
the candidates comprehensively for the
demands of interviews and their careers ahead
was a major focus of the activities.

Participants were motivated to think of their
future through an innovative programme
“Creating My Future” in the beginning of June

Achievement through

Consolidation and Innovation

Career Guidance Cell

2004 and they were later taken through a year-
long Communications Improvement
programme.

The first week of June 2004 saw a large number
of final year students attending the programme
“Creating My Future.” Experienced Resource
persons guided the students in great detail on
the following topics: Communication skills,
Interpersonal skills, Time management, and
Stress management.

The trainers’ experience in the corporate world
helped them give useful tips to the students.
Mr. G. D. Sharma, Senior VP - HR, Larsen &
Toubro, and Mr. Ravikumar, VP, SIFY, gave the
students a clear overview of career
opportunities and the skills required to be
honed for success.

Taking into consideration that a large number
of students are from vernacular schools, the
CGC saw the need for improving their spoken
English as a prerequisite to the start of a
career.

With this in mind, a continuous weekend
programme on “Improvement of Language
Skills” was established with the help of faculty
from the English Department. We are deeply
grateful to those faculty members who
generously gave their time to the | year
students, on alternate Saturdays, to improve
their language skills.




Campus recruitment was a huge success both
in terms of the success rate and in terms of
the organizations brought in.

The students were put through preparatory
simulations of Group Discussions, CV writing,
one to one and Group Interviews. Four alumni
achievers addressed the students, delivering
motivational talks on their chosen careers and
shared their rich experiences with the aspirant
students. This paid rich dividends as all the
students who went through the training
programmes landed excellent jobs with
prestigious organizations.

g‘?;”’?g

o

The Department of Economics and International
Studies, in collaboration with Sankara
Nethralaya, involved their M.A students in a
Diabetic Retinopathy Project as part of their
Social Awareness Programme. The aim of the
programme was to impart greater awareness
and understanding of issues related to health
with specific emphasis on the impact of diabetes
on vision.

The programme began with a lecture given by
Dr. Kumara Manikavel from Sankara Nethralaya.
The students participated in an eye camp held
at Kilpauk Medical College and also involved
themselves in different aspects of the camp,
like registration, vision screening and
counselling. They also attended a one-day rural
camp at Pollur near Thiruvannamalai.

In addition to the training in vision tests and
counselling, the students received exposure in

Patient Satisfaction Study (KARS study). The-

Companies who recruited our students were
Cognizant Technology Solutions, Infosys, Tata
Consultancy Services, Hewlett Packard, Hong
Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation
(HSBC) and Scope International.

The new team leader, Sr. Colleen, gave the
members a lot of freedom to experiment with
new ideas and this has helped them grow in
strength and spirit. The members retain their
spirit of camaraderie and fellowship, and hope
to achieve more in the next academic year.

With an ‘EYE’ for Service

students participated in a Tele-Ophthalmology
experiment for the first time.

The Tele-Ophthalmology experiment aroused
curiosity and expectations among the students
as the patients in the village were examined
with the help of pictures taken and sent through
a satellite. Doctors from Chennai rendered
immediate advice and treatment through the
satellite. The students were also exposed to
the process of dilation and the dangers of
glaucoma.

This humane undertaking by Sankara Nethralaya
met with great enthusiasm from all the
participating students. The programme not only
functioned as a forum to create awareness on
Diabetic Retinopathy, but also left the students
feeling privileged to be part of such a
programme. This effort undertaken by Sankara
Nethralaya truly bridged the gap between rural
and urban eye care.
























Along The East Coast

Our Faculty at the Fine Arts department had
prepared us for our final year educational tour
even from our first day at college . A much-
awaited event, it was worth the wait in more
ways than one. A bagful of enthusiastic girls
and two sportive teachers, we set off on a full
ten-day trip.

Bhubhaneshwar in Orissa, a city dotted with
exquisitely carved temples was our first halt. it
was an entirely different experience to witness
the grandeur of the temples in the ‘flesh’ as
stone replaced our rather elementary book
illustrations. The temples of Puri were not as
accessible to some of us, who instead, had to
rest content with the beach at Puri.

The high point of our trip was the famous Sun
temple at Konarak, which really lived up to its
name that particular morning. Moody and
irritable we were woken up at around 3 a.m.
A bus ride and a short walk had us at the gates
of the temple before sunrise. The splendour of
that moment when the first rays of the sun hit
the stones of the temple and transformed it

into that brilliant yellow hue is to be
experienced rather than described.

The last lap of our journey covered Calcutta
and its vicinity. Shanthi Niketan and its sprawling
idyllic campus was of course, a must-see.
Impromtu sculptures sprung a surprise at
different turns. The dedication of the artists
on campus was awe-inspiring while the green
open spaces refreshed our minds. Calcutta, the
following morning was a study in contrast -
bustling city life, traffic snarls, messy shopping
malls, rasagullas and kulfis.

The learning process during our educational
tour, we discovered much to our delight and
sometimes to our chagrin, was more than art
and facts. Despite the confined spaces of buses
and trains, make-do roadside breakfasts, shared
beds at hotels, noise and laughter, we shared,
we bonded, sometimes stepped on each others
toes and tempers, but learnt the whole process
of living together while absorbing the art and
beauty of some of the most famous temples of
India.

Anisha Verghese

Il BA. Fine Arts



Down South

Despite our hectic academic schedule, we, the
second year students of the Department of
Fine Arts, decided to go on a tour of South
Indian temples in the first week of February.
The excitement bubbled over on the night of
February 3rd, as we began our journey from
Egmore railway station. After reaching Tanjavur
next morning, we got ready for our first visit-
Brihadisvara temple. Built in the eleventh
century A.D. by Raja Raja Chola, this
magnificent structure represents a coming
together of the scientific and aesthetic minds
of the brilliant sculptors and architects of that
period. We got special permission to visit the
circumambulatory passage with centuries old
Chola frescoes, which is otherwise closed to
the public. From there, we went to the Museum
of Chola Bronze and Manuscripts.

We next visited two temples in Kumbakonam-
Darasuram Temple and a modern temple at
Pattamesvara. Darasuram is again centuries old
and the Archaeological Survey of India has, at
present, taken up the restoration work of this
temple.

Our last visit for the day was to the Brihadisvara
Temple at Gangai Konda Cholapuram, which is
a two-hour drive from Kumbakonam. The
Chola dynasty built this temple after conquering
vast areas in the North, in fact, all the land up
to the river Ganges. After exploring this temple
and all that it has to offer, we sat on its lawns
until some time after sunset. That was our last
stop on the first day.

On the second day, we set off early for Madurai,
and went to the famous Meenakshi temple.
This colourful temple had a lot of things that
attracted us like its golden shikara, numerous
sculptures and wall paintings. We also visited
the famous thousand-pillared mandapa within
the enclosure of this temple. It houses the
famous musical pillars as well as numerous
sculptures that form part of the pillars.

The tour was truly enjoyable, educative and

informative.

Anoopa John
Il BA Fine Arts
















On 26th December 2004, a tsunami hit the
coast of India. Its cosmic consequences were
beyond comprehension. It was only three
weeks later that its reality hit me hard. With
a view to helping the affected villages, a trip
was organized by our college in association
with MSF (Medecins sans Frontier) for a week.
The team comprised of sixty persons, including
students from Dindigul. Initially, we students
were apprehensive about the way in which we
could help and whether we could in any way
be able to make a difference. Yet, the
predominant feeling was one of determination
to do as much good as we could. Five days
later, we were in Nagercoil.

So in what way did our group make a
difference! Most of our time went towards
listening to people give vent to their emotions
and helping them come to terms with the
present through interactions. One day it was
an old woman weeping because her entire
family was lost; another day, it was a child who
was psychologically affected by the killer wave.
Prior to the trip, we had a couple of training
sessions, which not only prepared us to help
the victims but also to train ourselves to handle
the situations personally.

Even though our primary objective was to help
the victims, we were exposed to a multitude
of inputs from the different people we met on
our trip. Witnin a very short period of time,
our interaction with the group established
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Nisha Padmanabhan
Il B.Sc. Zoology
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relationships, which reinforced our belief in the
goodwill of mankind. The experience was truly
an eye-opener.

There were numerous incidents, each more
painful than the other. There were instances
when eight members of the same family were
swept away, and other more miraculous ones
when a three-year old girl was rescued after
three days. There were some who were
grieving over their lost ones, there were others
who were glad that it was only their property
that was damaged, and there were some others
who were taking advantage of the situation
financially. What stood in complete contrast
to all these images was the mental strength of
a few people. There was this ubiquitous feeling
in the victims, an unshakeable faith in God.
One would have expected otherwise, but it
was indeed beautiful and refreshing to see this
willingness to live, to go on and not to lose
faith.

What made every moment worthwhile, was
the time that we spent with the children. It
was deeply satisfying to experience the kind of
difference that we could bring into their lives.
The school children in the affected villages were
all petrified of the sea. The same shore they
had spent years playing on, was now ominous
to them. We made an attempt to rid them of
the fear by explaining the incident factually,
and making them understand that it was safe
to play on the sands again; but | guess it is only



with time that they will come to trust the sea
all over again. One afternoon, we took a group
of school children to the beach to help them
overcome their fear. Through the afternoon,
we could hear shrieks of excitement, laughter
and joy. Even as we helped them recover, we
had a whale of a time with them.

Cn» 26 December 2004, Chennai woke up to
a day that was not to be merry. Giant waves
that terrorised parts of South East Asia on the
day after Christmas altered more than just
coastlines, for lives were mercilessly destroyed
and futures disfigured.

Yet as millions of lives perished, many good
samaritans were born. The world was witness
to a humanitarian awakening which was in
keeping with the monumental nature of the
tragedy. Heads of State expressed shock and
sympathy. International aid organisations rushed
relief material to affected areas. The media
played its part by not just highlighting the extent
of destruction, but also by encouraging
contributions from the general public. Online
‘missing hunts’ were launched to make possible

We saw devastation of life and property. We
also saw a zeal to help. It is the latter we
remembered. This experience made us realize
that we could make a difference, we learnt
that the decision to help can be a simple yet
significant choice that can transform our lives
and the lives of those around us.

Anjana Raghu Ram
Il BA Sociology

family reunions. Most importantly, counselling
services were offered to help victims recover
from shock. All these measures are a perfect
example of a synthesis of efforts to make lives
better for the less fortunate. And for once,
the familiar differences of caste and creed were
overlooked as people joined hands to
participate in the mammoth task of
reconstructing millions of lives.

Days after the tragedy, prayer meets were
organised and pujas performed to foster general
well-being and perhaps even to appease the
divine powers; for people have not forgotten
that the temples by the seashore remain
undisturbed, the Gandhi bust in the Andamans
is intact and the Buddhas in Sri Lanka still
smile...despite the ferocity of the waves!













Tibet’s fifty year struggle to break free from
Chinese control found in Tenzin Tsundue a
voice that reverberated through the campus of
Stella Maris College on 13 August 2004. With
Tibetans having found a second home in India,
and having a considerable strength in our own
college, Stella Maris invited Mr. Tsundue,
Tibetan refugee cum poet-activist, on the
occasion of ‘Tibetan Day.’

Tsundue, who gained global recognition in 2002
when he met Mr. Zhu Rongji with a “FREE
TIBET” banner and Tibet’s national flag, made
Stella Marians understand how dear and integral
freedom is to the peace-loving Tibetans.

Students and teachers realized for the first time
how tightly-knit the Tibetan community is, and
also learnt about the atrocities that they had
have to undergo for being Tibetan.

Lakshmy Ramanathan
Il BA. Literature

Tibetan students from other colleges like MCC
and Loyola along with those from Stella Maris
performed the native Tibetan dance in
traditional attire and followed it with a group
song.

Lunchbreak saw a change of atmosphere with
a few of the Tibetan students strumiming the
guitar to enthusiastic cheers from the crowd.

Mr.Tsundue was also seen autographing his
book - KORA (an allegory on Tibet’s struggle),
that was being bought by numerous students.

The Tibetans who were invited spoke out, not
to glorify their history or bewail their traumatic
present, but in order to urge more people to
become sensitive to their issue and work
alongside them.







It was literally an explosion of ‘historic’ events.
And here are a few highlights from the year,
which was filled to the brim with a number of
activities.

World Tourism Day

The Department organized the “Indian Airlines
Welcome Abroad Tourism Quiz” on World
Tourism Day (27 September 2004) in
collaboration with Hi-Tours, a destination
Marketing and Conference Management
Company.

More than forty colleges in and around Chennai
participated in the Quiz contest; and prizes
included free trips to Singapore, Malaysia and
Sri Lanka for the first three teams. The winners
were

SVCE - First Place
Anna University - Second Place
Loyola College - Third Place

History Fest

“Hisplosion” the annual Inter-Collegiate History
festival was conducted for city colleges on 24
February 2005, and New College emerged as
the overall winner.

Inter-Collegiate Debate

In collaboration with the Centre for Security
Analysis, Chennai, an Inter-Collegiate debate
on the topic ‘Nuclear Weapons are essential
for National Security’ was conducted on 24
February 2005. Seventeen teams from city
colleges participated in this event. Sooraj
Vishwanathan and Madhumitha K. Kumar of
the School of Excellence in Law, The Tamil
Nadu Dr. Ambedkar Law University secured
the first place. Samyuktha Rajagopal and
Niveditha of Stella Maris College were adjudged
second and Natasha Telles and Kavya
Krishnakumar, also of Stella Maris College were
placed third.

Smt. Indira Gandhi Endowment Lecture

The Annual Smt. Indira Gandhi Endowment
Lecture was organized on 4 March 2005. Dr.
Richard Haynes, Consul General, American
Consulate, Chennai, delivered the lecture on
‘Areas of Bilateral Co-Operation between India
and the United States in the Changing South
Asian Scenario.’




A synapse, by definition, is a gap between two
nerve cells through which information is passed.
Synapse 2005 was envisioned as a meeting point
of minds and ideas: a social and educational
context in which connections may be forged.
The coming together of people and the
exchange of information in creative and
innovative ways serve to broaden the scope of
education. Like impulses transmitted between
nerve cells, when learning from books, teachers
or experiences, knowledge is transmitted to
one’s peers. A gap is bridged and connection
made.

These ideals were successfully realized on 13
January 2005. This was a memorable day, one
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Synopse 2008

Zoology Department
Intercollegiate Cultural Fest

in which fun and learning were mingled in equal
measure. The chief guest - Dr. Ms. Hannah
John, former Head of the Department,
inaugurated the daylong festival. Our Principal,
Dr. Sr. Annamma Phillip, Vice Principals, Deans,
and faculty members of the Zoology
department also participated.

The offstage events included an Exhibition,
Creative Writing in Tamil and English, and
Collage. The onstage events were a Debate in
Tamil and English, Myriad, and Paper
presentation, Quiz, Ad zap, Skit and Pict-
Charades. The over all winner of Synapse
2005 was Loyola College.

Brain Teasers Encore
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Why was the Egyptian boy confused?
Because his father was a mummy!

%  Where did frogs borrow money from?
Riverbanks!

What did one squirrel say to the other!
| am nuts about you.

< What did the dentist say to his wife who was baking the cake?!

Can | do the filling?

It was afraid of pickpockets.

% Why was the kangaroo not willing to go in the bus?

Aishwarya.R
| B.Com






or a round of dodgeball. Volleyball and
basketball matches follow. There is also the
ever-popular obstacle race, in which participants
crawl through tortuous tunnels, jump horrible
hurdles and eat biscuits strung on a line, without
using their hands. There are no prizes for the
winners, the honour and glory being reward
enough (an added incentive being the fact that
the biscuit probably constitutes the only meal
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for the evening). Losers are pelted with
leftovers from the previous night's dinner by
their fellow hostelites, in a continuation of the
afore-mentioned spirit of friendly competition.

Despite their differences, the hostelites are the
students who best embody the spirit of the
Stella Maris family and the camaraderie and
goodwill in the hostel ensure that they have a
memorable three years in the college.

Rain Falling On My Soul

Millions of raindrops fall on me drenching my soul

Strumming thro' my nerves
Pulsing thro' my veins
Cleansing, purifying.

Confession time arrives

| sit in the crowd and watch
My eyes awash with tears
My lips gently apart
Cleansing, purifying.

Rhythm and dance on the sitar

The world seems to wait
With bated breath

As the master awakens my soul

Cleansing, purifying.

The will to live is strong
To love stronger still

As the music pounds at the door

My soul races and thrills
Cleansing, purifying
Giving new birth, new life
The rain falls on my soul

Ms. Lakshmi Priya
Dept. of Fine Arts



As the Beatles belted it out through the
computer speaker, | realized why it is at times
like these you feel it's all worth it. Paper
fishes on sari upon sari lie folded in my shopping
bag. I'm comfortably back in last year’'s XL
College T-shirt accompanied by old trusty
denims. It's 7 pm and we've just taken down
the monumental backdrop of yet another
freshies culturals. Now it lies, torn in places,
on the floor of the union room. The sadness,
that in all its glory it was put up only for a few
hours, is deepened by the thought of all that
went into the making of the Neputanalia
backdrop. Two entire working days and so
late in the day that the day-scholars involved
were in danger of being locked in and the
hostelites of being locked out! Blood, sweat
and mosquito repellant!

And then you start thinking of the smaller things
that made the big picture possible. The great
planning for the never-seen-it-before backdrop
and decorations! It’s this feeling that drives
each batch of seniors to the edge of insanity
and sparks its creative genius as well. The
conceptual idea was simple - Greek god
Neptune’s head with the ocean pouring out of
a celestial Greek urn. Then of course, the paint
and ideas spilled over the entire thing to create
zoological ocean creatures, fine-arts pottery and
jaw-lines, all forged by the skill of the B.Com
and Economics students with a paintbrush, and
the Literature students with a pair of scissors.
You'd never believe it.

Blood, Sweat and
fosquito Repellant

“It’s been a hard day’s night

Amrita Neelakantan
Il B.Sc. Zoology

You think back on how unfinished pieces of
Neptune’s head were ridiculously carried to
households in every corner of the city, from
Parrys to Velacheri. Apologies of midnight
power-cuts and dirty paint-water accidents
were strategies to counter. In my head | can
vividly see monkey faces with war paint,
echoing: “See, that can be his beard and the
star-fish crawling onto it! Problem solved.
Right?”

After a certain point in chaos and frenzy,
hysteria sets in (reminds me of another day
that shall be penned down in diaries across the
college!). It is past this point that every member
of the working group truly believes in Murphy’s
Law - Everything that can go wrong, will. But
being the youth of the country and inspired by
the wisdom and energy of the present, such
profound and true statements do not faze us!
We laughed hysterically at each paint spill, an
overly enthusiastic cut of scissors and exploding
packets of glitter (though to this day | can’t
figure out why colourless glue when bought in
opaque containers is always discovered to be
a yellowish-brown fluid.)

On the morning of the event, things become
clear at last. We will never be able to carry
it whole. It is just too big. Still we persevere
and finally cart it in bits to the auditorium.

To successfully put up anything in our
auditorium, you need: Very tall people, a truck
load of pins, faith and patience in bushels; or




very small agile people on stilts or ladders.
And in dire circumstances, chairs. We had the
latter.

But once | saw it put up on stage...l can still
proudly swagger around the campus and say -
It was the best backdrop ever to have been
up. The suggestive power of greek mythology
and the magnificance of the oceans - it had it

H

all and more! Those of you who saw it, |
know, will not refute this statement.

Until the next freshies culturals then.

The select band of ladies who brought about
this masterpiece know exactly what I'm saying,
for they will be at it again, as soon as the next
batch walks in past Assunta Block for the first
OAT assembly of their lives.
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Brain Teasers Encore

< What is the difference between a watch seller and a jailor?
A watch seller sells the watch, a jailor watches the cells.
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He wanted to see his motherland.

Postbox!!!

Why did the boy throw his mother out of the window?

%  Which word contains the largest number of letters?

s What will happen if you drop a red hat in the Black Sea?

It will become wet!

K72
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What is the difference between a policeman and a fireman!?

A policeman fires when he spots a Wanted and a fireman is wanted when there's a fire!

Aishwarya.R
I B.Com



‘Wings of Fire’ is the first in-depth examination
of the life and work of a scientist, distinguished
technocrat, and the President of India, Dr. A.
P. . Abdul Kalam. Written with Arun Tiwari,
the book aims to give an account of Kalam’s
spiritual progress towards success and his
personal account of India’s space rocket and
missile programme. What makes the book a
‘must read’ for every Indian is Kalam’s lucid
and powerful message that Indians can be
world-beaters even though they may have no
foreign training or academic degree. As part of
the team that put India in a position to compete
with the Russian and American space
programme, Kalam, a nuclear scientist, with a
degree from the Madras Institute of Technology,
is himself an example of his own message.

The journey of Kalam from a middle-class home
in Rameswaram to the Rashtrapathi Bhavan in
Delhi is a story of hope, dream and
achievement. Inspired by his sister’s faith in his
abilities and her willingness to pawn her
jewellery to finance his education, Kalam, from
a young age, was determined to achieve his

- A Review

Madhumitha. R.
Il B.Sc. Chemistry

best. Flying symbolised a sense of freedom in
the mind of this small-town boy. His decision
to become an aeronautical engineer seems a
natural offshoot of this vision.

Absolute truth has been Kalam’s sovereign life-
principle. The book elucidates this in an
enthralling manner when he openly confesses
the failure of the first two Agni launches.

As for his style of writing, be it the magic of
prose or the charm of narration, there cannot
be any other effective elixir to the reader’s
mind. The book is peppered with Kalam’s
favourite poets as well as his own words of
poetry. Kalam's ability to deal with the scientific
world by using literature as a way to boost his
self-esteem is remarkable. It is an experience,
reading through these anecdotes in the book.

‘Wings of Fire’ has the power to inject strength,
courage and determination. It is sure to kindle
the passion and patriotism lying within even
the most sceptical of readers. Above all, it
inspires us to believe that if we can dream it,
we can do it.




“Our life is what we make it by our own
thoughts and deeds. The vanity of human life
is like a river constantly passing away and yet
constantly coming on. Such is the question of
greatness of our lives.”

How true are the words of Bailey!

“What is this life, full of care
We have no time to stand and stare”

wonders W. H. Davies in one of his popular
poems. Man has been reduced to a mere
machine, ever busy in moving, rolling back,
pushing forward, never ceasing but always
grinding, grinding. Nature holds no fascination;
the songs of the birds at daybreak, the
shimmering light of the setting sun and the
twinkling stars of the midnight sky have nothing
to convey. Like a huge roller, our present
material civilisation is engaged in rumbling up
and down without any pause or relief.

As Swami Vivekananda said, “Man’s only aim
today is to struggle to make his material life
more and more material.” Modern civilisation,
which is based upon scientific materialism, has
multiplied man’s worries, cares and anxieties.
The materialistic impact of our so-called sputnik
civilisation has been breeding germs of war,
cold as well as hot. We have been turned into

N. Sivabalambikai
lII BSc Maths

machines and we have one and only one aim
in life - to struggle breathlessly with little
concern for any other thing. But the fact is
that life demands from us the strength we
possess. The one glaring result of this
mechanisation of our outlook is our complete
alienation from nature.

Man, who in the distant past, lived in the calm
and tranquil lap of nature, obtaining an endless
chain of joy and spiritual relief, has become
too time-conscious. Indeed, punctuality is an
essential attribute to our success in life, but
the mad craze and struggle for work and
material gain, which is characteristic of our
age, must be condemned. This tendency
towards time-consciousness over-reaching its
limit has become the sole cause for the
multiplication of our wants, cares, anxieties and
misfortunes. True to the words of Josk Billings,
“Life consists not in holding good cards but in
playing those you do hold, well.” However,
this life neither provides opportunity nor leisure
to think of the higher values of life. Man must
learn to appreciate nature and try to cultivate
the higher spiritual values in his life or else
meet a terrible disaster — a catastrophe that
will turn this earth into hell. We need to live
in this world, not as mechanical prisoners or
purchased slaves, but as free human beings.



What is this dream all about? In our context
it is the transformation of the Indian psyche en
masse to the western way of living, thinking
and even imagining. Eating the proverbial
American pie, we have the mandatory two or
three children, we talk the Yankee language
and dress the yuppie way. This has become
our way of life!

This cult was propagated and established in
the 1960’s. It was done through a variety of
means, one of which was the graphic medium
of advertising. Posters showing ‘Uncle Sam
Wants you’ beckoned, and till today it remains
a powerful icon; hoardings depicting the
quintessential American family- ‘mama, papa,
one boy and a girl’ became the ideal globally
and is still used to promote every product
imaginable! From toothpaste to air-conditioners,

The Pseudo Dream

The myth of the American dream has taken the

world by the throat.

Ms. Lakshmi Priya
Department of Fine Arts

our environment seems to be conditioned by
the voice of America.

The pseudo-westerner who has been created
is even more of a stickler for rules than the
original for he/she is a Power Dresser, Sunday
Lounger, and Party Animal all rolled into one.
Grooming oneself to be perfectly attuned for
the occasion is mandatory! So, the next time
you look into the mirror, just check to see
how much of you has become Americanized. It
appears at times that every person whether
living in Chennai or in China has become the
devotee of that ONE dream - THE PSEUDO
DREAM - that salutes tradition, culture,
ethnicity and democracy, fulfills your aspirations
and is the ultimate goal of every self- respecting
middle class INDIAN!




If children can destroy sand castles that they
have created and if people can take the lives of
other people, don’t | have the right to take
away what | have created?

You always hurt me. You cut down trees. You
pollute the air and water, and you hurt me in
many ways. You are afraid of your own kind.
You avoid certain places fearing terrorist attacks
or war. Yet you are not afraid of me.

| remember September [lth, 2001. So many
innocent lives were lost to satisfy the greed
for power. And | am aware of its disastrous
and violent consequences in other parts of the
world. How many innocent lives were lost!
How much pollution was caused! In so many
ways you and | were harmed!

People come to my oceans never realizing that
| too may be in an unhappy mood. A few
months earlier, one morning they were all
enjoying themselves. Children were playing on
my shores. Older people were taking their
morning stroll. And others were just relishing
the cool breeze. But | was unhappy with all

7 like A Woman Scomed

“Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned”
- William Congreve

Radhika Prasad
| BA. Fine Arts

the things people were doing to me; | just
couldn’t take it any more. Why am | always
slighted?

| felt the movement of plates at the end of my
feet as | moved them with my toes. | knew this
was going to cause problems, but [ was helpless.

The seas were at war! They furiously roared
with intense pain, bringing to me the lives of
several innocents - those that | had once
nurtured! | could see the terror- struck looks
on the faces of the children at the sight of a
huge mass of water mounting several feet over
their heads. And once they were swallowed
| saw the looks on their parents’ faces. Some
parents were trying to hold their children close
to them even as they were mercilessly swept
away. The tsunami was not over yet...
Hundreds of buildings, vehicles, and trees were
washed away.

However, at the end of it all, | wept over the
destruction and misery | had caused. And |
wondered: “Am | as cruel as man?”



The Department of Economics, Stella Maris
College, a research-oriented department, has
undertaken a micro-level project titled
“Empowerment of Women through Self-Help
Groups” funded by Malcolm and Elizabeth
Adiseshaiah trust. This project enabled us
students to combine theory and research, which
helped in gaining deep insight and adding new
perspectives to classroom learning. In
connection with this project, we visited the
villages of Kuthambakkam and Athnancheri and

interacted with the women in these villages.’

From our visits, we gained not only hands-on
training of data collection and research, but
also personal experiences that have influenced
our thought processes as students of
Economics.

We were able to understand the grassroots of
economics. We were also able to gauge the
benefits of including women in the process of
production. Sitting in classrooms and studying
theories do not always provide the kind of
practical knowledge this kind of experience
gives us. Through our interactions, we were
able to see the differing impact of policies on
women in different villages.

However, it was not just in terms of academics
that we benefited. Our interaction with the
rural people gave us an insight into their

Learning Economics
and much more

Neetha |
Il B.A. Economics

lifestyle. In the brief conversations that we had
with many women, we were able to imbibe
their values of hospitality, respect and
gentleness. We had the chance to meet some
women who had borne great burdens in life
and yet faced it with hope and courage. Some
of the women we interviewed had joined Self
Help Groups against all odds just because they
wanted to take their destiny into their own
hands instead of subordinating themselves to a
state of dependence. There were, of course,
other women who had a tendency to blame
others, especially the more affluent sections of
society and the government, for their situation.
The assortment of opinions gave us a better
understanding of rural life. We also had a
glimpse of the differing thought processes in
people.

A failure to mention our one-to-one interaction
with Mr. lllango would make this report an
incomplete one. From our first trip, he gave us
inputs that helped us apply the economic
theories of Gandhi on the field and enabled us
to examine it as a working solution. He also
helped us to understand better the functioning
of the networking system at the panchayat level.

On the whole it was an enlightening and
enriching experience, which we will cherish
always and treasure.




The origin and evolution of the universe can be
a fascinating study. This article is an attempt to
link the synergy between the various energies
and the universe.

The size and homogeneity of the universe as one
sees it today is the result of the exponential
expansion that took place during the inflammatory
period, post Big Bang.

During the formation of the universe, radiation
dominated, as every element was under
tremendous pressure and compression. As the
universe expanded, the density and the
temperature continued to drop, and electrons
and nuclei combined to form stable atoms. The
radiation, which had been trapped, was free to
escape (Cosmic Background Radiation).

At crucial points, this expanding matter condensed
under the effect of gravity to form small clouds
that became galaxies. This was how the Milky
Way galaxy was formed. In the Milky Way the
sun was formed as a medium-sized star, from a
collapsing cloud of gas about 4.6 billion years ago.
The sun was formed with a surrounding, swirling
disc of dust and gas. Heavier elements were then
drawn together to form the planets with helium
and hydrogen being swept into the outer gaseous
giants.

About 600 to 700 million years ago, atmospheric
oxygen levels rose significantly and have remained
relatively constant since. Multi-cellular life is
associated with this oxygen increase. It is this
equilibrium between all these energies in the
universe that sustains life.

b

somprehensible Universe

“ The most incomprehensible thing about the

13

universe is that it is comprehensible
- Albert Einstein

Sinduja R & Vidya K

I BSc Physics

The planet Earth receives an inflow of solar energy
that is more than 15000 times the amount of
energy consumed by all human societies. This
colossal amount of energy that flows into the
planet virtually provides all the energy required
to keep the planet warm, driving the cycles of
matter and nourishing life.

It is the synergy amongst the various forms of
energy-solar, hydroelectric, wind, biomass, thermal
and nuclear provided by the planet, that essentially
sustains life.

Applications of solar energy include heating-
cooling, electricity production and chemical
processes. With advancement in science, solar
energy is being used for crop drying in agriculture.
Apart from this inexhaustible source of energy,
another form of energy that can be put to use in
our lives is geothermal energy. This energy is
obtained when steam or hot water escapes from
cracks or holes present in underground rocks.
This energy can be used to melt ice from the
pavement, in aquaculture, for car washes and other
heating applications. Both hydroelectric power and
wind energy are renewable sources of energy
that can be put to numerous applications that
can help whole communities; from setting up mills
to factories, thereby providing employment. Bio-
energy on the other hand is produced by the
release of stored chemical energy contained in
fuels made from biomass. Moreover, the latter
form of energy improves the condition of the
environment for the better. It is this synergy
between all these energies that drives human life
forward.



Life on earth exists due to the synergy that is
inherent in nature. When human beings no
longer live in consonance with nature, the latter
steps in to restore order by unleashing its
cosmic energy

A popular definition of synergy is that it refers
to a cooperative action whose total outcome
is greater than the sum of the individual parts
that participate in the action. An apt example
is that of a fist, where the force of the fingers
individually summed up is far less than that
exerted by the combined fist.

Cosmic synergy is basic to all life. It is the
invisible wand that conducts the harmony of
life. Be it the beating of the heart, the blowing
of the wind or the flowing of water, all these
processes take place as a result of the synergic
action of the numerous components of nature.

A number of landmarks in the history of
mankind have had a lasting impact on the way
men live and function as when primitive man
became a two-legged animal from being a four-
legged one, or when he discovered fire.
Similarly, the Industrial Revolution brought
about the migration of people from the villages
to the cities and introduced the novel concept
of urban life. What stimulated and directed
these changes that drastically altered the course
of humanity? Cosmic synergy, | believe. Cosmic
synergy not only controls all natural
phenomena, but also directs the path of life on
earth.

Cosmic Synergy

Manisha. A
| B.Sc. Plant Biology
And Plant Biotechnology

Unfortunately, as man grew in power owing to
his innovations and inventive spirit, tools and
technology, he began to consider himself lord
and master of the earth and its resources. This
action, instead of being co-operative and
mutually beneficial to himself and his
surroundings, became destructive and
detrimental to nature’s balance. His actions
were no longer in sync with those of nature
but dissonant with them.

When terrible natural disasters, like the recent
tsunami, strike, we find it impossible to justify
or explain them. How can the death of innocent
children, men and women be justified? What
supreme power, perceived compassionate,
would allow this! Nature, unlike man, has to
think for all its children. These calamities take
place not to punish man but to attempt a
restoration of the balance and equilibrium of
life. Global warming is a good example. With
increase in carbon dioxide levels in the air due
to industrial and automobile emissions, nature
has had to respond with gradual, yet apparent
increase in global temperatures.

Our perspective of these disasters is restricted
to only how it affects our lives. In order to
fathom cosmic synergy and its functioning we
need to rise above our obsession with ourselves
and look at the big picture. As Shakespeare
says, “There is providence in the fall of a
sparrow.”




Study abroad is frequently considered the new-
age remedy for all student maladies.
Disillusioned university students who are
indifferent to all else, are unanimous on one
point — they are all confident that going abroad
will make all the difference to their lives. It is
the most obvious and prudent step to take
after one has completed an undergraduate
degree - there’s no disputing it! However there
are the more mundane (read practical) aspects
such as finance, which need to be looked into.
This is where most aspirants find their dreams
going ‘pop’ like balloons at a birthday party.

The writer’s balloon was left un-inflated for a
long time fearing the disappointment of seeing
it deflate later. The last semester, though, saw
this balloon expand and fly high...in the most
unexpected manner; an opportunity arrived to
study abroad. The Global Peace Scholarship
offered a chance to do one term in an
Australian University, with all expenses paid!
From July to November last, it was Au Revoir
to Stella and Hey Deakin!

Five months in Melbourne, Australia, passed
quickly and did not seem much, quantitatively.
But they amounted to several years of learning.
Not only is their university system quite
different, but also there were lifestyle changes
and attitudinal changes that one had to make.
This is not a ‘memoirs’ column, so | shall confine
myself to the academic details alone.

7 Study Abroad
A Whole New World!

Avantika Srinivasan
Ill BA. English

Learning is a two-way process. The students
are expected to put in twice the amount they
receive in the form of lectures and handouts.
There is no learning by rote, which is sadly, a
chief characteristic of the education system here
in India. The library is well equipped to meet
the academic requirements and rarely
disappoints one. Teachers (Professors would
be the more politically correct term) guide
and discuss, rather than instruct and dictate.
Readily available technology makes things far
more interesting and facilitates student
discussions. For instance DSO - Deakin Studies
Online is their online student portal, which is
similar to a virtual classroom. Important
announcements, websites, hyperlinks, campus
activities, lecture summaries, grades, assignment
topics and student debates could be accessed
at the click of a mouse!

Classes were divided into lectures and tutorials.
While lecture theatres could accommodate up
to 500 students, tutorials were meant for
smaller numbers. There were forums for
discussion and analysis. Assignments could be
submitted online. The facilities in the university
were incredible: Computer terminals, printers,
pay phones, a tourist shop, a convenience store,
ATMs, vending machines, a book shop and even
a pub for the more adventurous, were all there
for the staff and students. Cafés were meeting
points for the bored, the fun loving and the
intellectuals. | can recall several occasions when



| saw students scribbling away on napkins and
tissues in the café - couldn’t help wondering if
there wasn't another |.K Rowling in the making!

Being in Melbourne, 1 was in a shopper’s
paradise. Even those who think shopping a
chore will definitely find perceptions undergoing
a radical change! In Melbourne, shopping is an
art and a pleasure. Public transport is excellent
and the places of interest, innumerable. There
are sprawling parks, sunny beaches, shopping
malls, sanctuaries, zoos, orchards, vine-yards,
river-cruises, casinos, aquariums and museums,
to name a few of the many attractions that the
city offers.

And then, homecoming. Chennai is home sweet
home, but the difficulty | had in adjusting to

the place and the old routines surprised me.
Constantly answering queries about my stay
there made me feel even more distanced from
present circumstances, initially at least. | learnt
how the term ‘homesick’ could be double-edged
and far more complex than it seems. | had
seen a whole new world, another world, if
only for a short time. From my experience, |
would strongly advocate it to others as well. If
you do have the chance, go for it, or try and
make the opportunity come to you instead.
Studying abroad is not an elitist, snobbish
activity that is reserved for a small minority. It
is a humbling adventure and learning experience.
So forget what | said in the beginning about
balloons popping - inflate them and proudly
behold them flying high instead.
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Bolanical Wedding

Princy Noela A
It B.SC Plant Biology
And Plant Biotechnology

Mr. and Mrs. LAMIACEAE and family,

Cordially invite you
To the wedding of their son

LEUCAS ASPERA
With
TRIDAX PROCUMBENS
D/O MR & MRS. ASTERACEAE

The wedding ceremony will take place at the
BOTANICAL GARDENS QOTY and will be
Solemnized and blessed by
Rev. Father GREGOR JOHANN MENDEL
Father of MENDELISM at 6.00pm.

This will be followed by a reception.

With Compliments :
HYPTIS SUAVEOLENS (Brother)
&
MENTHAVIRIDIS (Sister)



It is uncanny to see yourself, not in the mirror,
but in someone else, or literally as someone
else; a possibility that is not sci-fi anymore but
could be a reality ir the near future! The pace
at which technology and scientific discoveries
are growing is astonishingly rapid and one
amongst them is ‘human cloning’, a dynamite
concept, which is highly controversial in the
scieritific arena.

A clone literally means ‘carbon copy’. Cloning
would be to make a replica of the original.
Animal cloning started successfully with creating
Dolly, a sheep. The basic methodology behind
cloning is quite ingenious. The genetic material
or the nucleus of the donor adult cell is
removed, and transferred to an egg cell whose
nucleus has been previously removed. To many,
cloning is only ‘recreating an organism/individual’
(reproductive cloning) which is partially true.
There also exists another approach.
Therapeutic cloning involves usage of stem cells
of an embryo, which is primarily derived from
an adult genorne for organ replacements. This
has been legalized in a few countries, whereas
reproductive cloning is still regarded unethical
and illegal in others. The stem cells have the
potential to differentiate into adult cells of a
particular tissue, required by the patient to
treat the organ failure. Thus, cells of one’s
own genetic constitution when introduced into
the body will be rejected by the immune system.
This therapeutic strategy has an explosive

Nisha Padmanaban
Il B.Sc. Zoology

application in the field of medicine.

The number of arguments questioning the ethics
of cloning is innumerable. To obtain stem cells
needed for organ replacements, a five-day
embryo has to be killed. Is this equivalent to
killing an infant? To kill a bowl of cells and to
see a baby killed! Does it trigger the same
emotions in the on-looker? For some yes, but
not for the rest. Defining when life begins in
the embryo, or rather defining life itself, poses
problems. Where therapeutic cloning involves
termination of an embryo, reproductive cloning
allows the embryo to grow into an adult. The
individuality or the uniqueness of the original
donor is questioned when a clone is produced.
Is there a need to create a clone of one, against
the law of nature! If a couple loses their three
year old child, are they justified in making a
clone of their lost child? These questions cannot
be easily answered. But even if the answer is
yes, the clone would only look identical to the
original child, the reality is that they would
never be the same. Now, why is that!

The genome of every individual is unique. To
a very large extent, our genetic constitution
rules our ‘being’. But, it is not the absolute and
only factor that defines us. The fundamental
question, ‘Is it the genes or the environment
that makes us,” crops up again. This highlights
itself especially in the context of human
behaviour and thought. Even though there exist
many genes that govern our mental faculties,




our mental constitution and behaviour today is
a resultant of how our life has been till date,
reflecting the varied inputs we have received
over these years. Thus, the mental sphere of
the individual is determined both by genetic
and environmental factors.

‘The most beautiful thing we can experience is
the mysterious. It is the source of all true art
and all science. He to whom this emotion is a
stranger, who can no longer pause to wonder
and stand rapt in awe, is as good as dead: his
eyes are closed.’” The man, who said the above,
Einstein, was known to be a brilliant scientist.
Hypothetically, if he were cloned, his clone
(hereby christened Einstein junior as he would
be younger) and he would be genetically
identical to each other. But the clone could
grow up to be like the original Einstein or
could shock the world by being someone like
Elvis Presley. The environment that Einstein
junior is brought up would constitute a
significant factor in defining who he would be.
Thus, the mental sphere of Einstein junior
would not be exactly that of Einstein himself.
Such is the uniqueness of the human mind.
There can be no replicas. No clones. The
evolution of the mind from a child to an adult
is highly complex, and not just a physiological
process. It develops from the physical,
emotional, mental and social inputs it receives
from its birth, sometimes even in pre-natal
conditions. Thus at the end of the day, a clone
remains only a genetic clone.

Human reproductive cloning is a fascinating
prospect because man has in his hands the

power to recreate himself. We see this
phenomenon in nature in the form of identical
twins who have the same genetic constitution.
They are living proof that it’s not all about the
genes or the environment. Most often, identical
twins are brought up in similar environments.
Yet, they grow up to be two different people.
The number of ‘whys’ increases as you probe
deeper, as there are so many processes that
remain a mystery in nature.

Man’s successful attempt at cloning is not
entirely complete. There are many deleterious
effects seen in the cloned organisms whose
causes remain unknown to man. A commonly
observed effect is accelerated ageing, which
has been attributed to a genetic cause. It is
interesting to note that a man-made clone,
within a few years of its birth shows
physiological signs indicative of an older age. It
would be quite strange if the same were to be
seen in a human clone, wouldn’t it?

Human cloning is not just a technique to be
discussed by those involved in scientific pursuit.
Its consequences must be comprehended on a
broader scale. People need to truly understand
what cloning can and cannot do for us.

The above passage is the conclusion. So, what's
this last paragraph for? When will | get to the
part about Calvin and Hobbes™ About now.
Bill Watterson's comic creation puts a huge
grin on my face. But whether or not it would
do the same to my clone would be quite
impossible to figure out for the above-
mentioned reasons!

* Which by itself is completely unrelated to the article! It was purely included to prevent mighty sedation if the alterngtive choice of title, ‘Cloning

at a Glance' was used.




Ethnicity

A stranger’s eyes look on
Eager for traces of

Ethnicity

Dhoti-clad, half-naked men
Schoolboys in slippers
Exhausted mounds of boards
Homes, unofficially.

Ethnicity?

Let’s play the host

All secrets are where they have been

Hidden under that russet skin

Surely it's not
Tough to play host?

A tourist, a host, a stranger
Look on.

Pairs of eyes that belong
And don’t belong.

Spotlight

The rings of light

From the lampposts

Are too faint.

Hurried footsteps

Anxious to make it on time.
We don’t excite anyone
Just keep still.

Not so far away
Night-lights betray.
Everything is in spotlight:
What are my chances!?

Nirmala Iswari
| B. A Literature

3 Leaves from the
Wordsmiths

A Bundie of oy

When the little one was born

The father stormed into the room with scorn

For he was not overwhelmed with joy

And loudly proclaimed, “Hell! I only want a
boy!”

He cursed the gods and his wife

For giving him a girl and ruining his life
“Of what use can this child be,

To a man who has no money, like me!?

He swore at the mid-wife who

Had delivered his daughters two.

One was still alive; one was killed

By her own father whose heart was chilled.

“Trouble, trouble and a wasteful burden,

That is all she will be. This little demon!”

He pointed and shouted at the little one

Hoping that his screams would turn her into a
son.

Was she killed? Was she spared?
Nobody knew and nobody cared!

Meenakshi Alliappan
I

B.Sc.Plant Biology and
Bio-technology




The Night Affair

Headlights dimmed, eyes on gate

Dozing gate lights woken up -

And crash the gates are thrown open.
Music dims and engine’s put to sleep.
She stands still and unruffled.

Tobacco smell intoxicates the air as
Turbaned watchman opens the house
Calm and quiet descends again.

Stealthy steps tiptoe to the gate.
Outside, the iron-man’s coals still burn.
The neem tree fans herself and

Her yellow squashed fruits lie still,
Dispelling heavy scents into the night.
The house is quiet but breathes.

Legs fold at the neem’s roots.

Neck strained, soft blinking eyes

Stare up through the chiselled leaves.
Moonlight weaves in and out,

Through the leaves, creating akaleidoscope.
The white orb slides in and out

The light slithering towards her branches
To his yak-yak friend - Lady of the night.
He flirts with her till she laughs,
Throwing back her head and shaking

Till fruits fall dispersed.

Legs unfold and scurry back inside

Eyes turn back and look

The moonlight-neem tree saga continues.

Lakshmy Ramanathan
Il BA. English

Simply ‘God’s Own’

Kerala! What a beautiful find,

A heaven is what comes to mind!

Houses and roads surrounded by greenery,
A handsome picture of fantastic scenery.
Have you ever seen such a serene land?

A perfect image for a painter’s hand,

Time and again the camera clicks,

Yet there’s more to come as each scene flicks,
Houseboats, cruise-boats and catamarans alike,
Cutting through water, what a delightful sight!
It increases its awe with the sands of time;
A reflection of God, not just another sign!

Saima Banu
it B.CA



e pQsrltsy QaelCu am

@)emenesGan!

T Qe § AsHAGLLG
@Buys Aapufeweiow
@auEfenpufled

® Qsar gousssos AVEs B
T LWDIISSHGDS B woBGf L mul?

2 @QsAempeow
S g weuesT B
srpuner @)L augih B
2 ant_g6lsmBlbgy CeuaflGu eum!
< @bs 2 sLb
2 6% @@qué;&;mﬁ}&;mﬂm vevgeng BLOLGu
Qumd aumH ps!
IS Genbueme of) B
2 DFTFHGMSG 2 B/
& @mﬁmplu 2.6 (LpwHH
Bremerws (paslwitg iy
e} Qarmpu 26 afluiamaggaf
Baemerws of)(HL FH !
= 2 BunsG BLH @QbEwnme
o wiks HEgomii

2 607 flevpaw 2 GG
spsamars GaFigs!

2L g0l gy GleuafllGur eum

&% wristlgl. Gareflwm
[Ind Year Plant Biology and
Plant Biotechnology




@oaBu @amy! pwég GCaei@L !

2 wélew @nmienio Blevey Ceuesst(®d
2 ieis Hanindl Blanewss Gouewr(Bid |
F055 LilevevT werG Geuemr(pLd
F(HSF0 @pnienw @ns CouenT(BLh
BeVVENS BIEHLD allengss GeuewT(BLd
pOWCHWABL  Bleavarss Geueni(Hid
GG @QearGon LTTEST cueRTeRTLD
GETGH 0 @pnidLw aiss GeauemiBd |

Farmily Gugeev eupg Cung

FOOW 2D WITSTT LATSSIT
SETOUT BleOGTOUT 6T6 LIS M (& aTCar

FL U6V Levend cumh& Gl&nesiL_ g/
b5 Grod Ibs wEsar

WITHLD @mg@ngd L% 565 606 6V
Oanpsd upsLd GmySGum, HrGLm

ea1psLs UMb ans afevenev
@[ﬁé)u_/ LO&FaT DI (WD VeV

2)5CsmGerflwn L B fedev
D685 srenfl wésaT LoaTE e

Qs ysss wals Crwib !
T eTLIULY 2 Soil6sTiT GIasTLIGNS

TBHESIE CQETve wurigms (Q)evemev
ULy @@g’,g PUHELOLT LML 0L

P evih wppeugis seGLmd ! whpEGsmd ! !
weflg Crwid 2 s GlomIEGL

LTk BTN FETTLOWTew SHenTGL_mb
yeflg LyLbwms @[ég?w AL 1 6V

Qumsiflug s wg wafls Grud !
weflg CruLd LoesTEl ey @@g}ggﬂm’)

& flevn @,/{)gy@)w Sewi w60 eueTihSSH
Feflwm 2 wieug @DmIeNLd HeU6v

v Qenemiig o wieuGs 2 wiey!

L. efuer s @ urwsru
aflfleyenguneri - SUBPHSHID




@o el

D eRTERTSY & ThK) uf)eur
Yenwgls Gumgm’t Gliogyid
<9 F] LD O Fu TG0
Cupp 3580
$Ef_gmg
Qeismys b
&L OsmataraflwemeGu!
STIGRTLD M MIHLD
wnhs Geaspmienio
Qs ygl Flufled
D Lp&HTUW  LDGVITHS
FSpST L)
@szrg)j oeriped Lygr Fluflew
wIPOLD L bFST6
UMM [BLOSS
awurfls 55551
Cleumyem o emar
DfeurL wewTLIm
QeupedwEemar BHaLH
CuppsHE Syludr
@D MIOLD @@')Gvnmw@w!
@nnidwsGU ysyp CeruiaGum !
2 awienws@&s Csmar CO&srHLUICUMD !
parentod@® BoawGu afliGLimsd !

LAGL 7. 2.6&BETWS L6
sUilpsgImpS SevalT




HCHdI Hdd

fadY 77 § o &9 @ I, F B AT & U & A1 9% AHEH ®d | 39 UT & 99 US T40
Fedl T | U Qg aga! 8 U A81 § a1 o oIt oY | U fRA & Wi el qx ga 1 9}
3G JIF T TS| a9 & B UF ITH A Iq S &1 e & W & | 3 79 7 e
F TF I9F AT 9T 9FT qig A1 N I FE IFF F A @ A I fA=ford w3
T IR 3 A w T off g2 T U sifg o F19 41 & 98 & 9 399 79 fa= |t
TAT| 3N IW ASH & 9 & UG B T 96 AT OF AZ FT ALl 7

p. Hifa,
11l B.Sc., Physics

S GICT]
TEU & FE el
g gar faemy A
S a2 |
A F € ATH
AT T
el fow oft
0 arret @
Tz 7 fasm@
T AT
ot ¢ JvT e
qe 7§ et
fae ¢ gfoat
T a1 I WM E
g oY fasae
for T = A
fora & ga= o
fasmer 3 faam

I gART A |

317U o,
I B.A. English




gel Hv &1 foigal]

o W & & foreh

s &n off ofiF &y
Tl € ar &

@wIg S T qTwI &y
SEd F @i § G Ay
FS & & 7F T &
g S #T AfeRTT avl
T & & AT
gfad+ & faaar ara
a7 g7 & Stad &1 7
@wIg S &7 Ffasw vl
&9 off que aq §

T & A1 Ve

q 99 eAR ¥Oq &

ASH FEHL FAT FHI o
wwg S T AfeeAR 2v)
g off Te® & ey &
w5 g # o
g fawarg &<
e suTor HRemy TGt

gl dI =g

dife v elia,
11 BA Economics

T A T W @ H FET- T8 §S G 1 R 7T & 7 UH 3T O v HA oA aw
et e § 7% 3@ AmdEaT @ I 9 © & A€ 3u% faw F #ar ‘wE e aren ®)

ATSTeT AT 99T & Y 99 $S .90, AW, I9T 99 T ar gav qar 2l
W%WW@W;‘W@WW@H%I'

A €1 & dr @R gAnht & fammeerd we 7 # A 6 a3 & et =ue 7 o foa

AT F3 AT IJqHT FHATA T TF G Ted &9 § 98 a7 ff ® &1

. sufeed,

[1I B.Sc. Plant Biology &
Bio-Technology

%

ﬁ



STELLA MARIS COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), CHENNAI - 600 086
LIST OF OVERALL PERCENTAGE OF PASSES

April - 2005
CLASS APPREARED PASSED % OF PASS
B.A. History 49 33 67.35
Sociology 50 38 76.00
Economics 59 48 81.36
Fine Arts 36 30 83.33
English 59 46 77.97
B.Com. Section - A 70 62 88.57
Section - B 150 134 89.33
B.Sc. Mathematics
Section - A 63 57 90.48
Section - B 48 41 85.42
Physics 62 55 88.71
Chemistry 47 40 85.11
Plant Biology & Plant ,
Biotechnology 51 50 98.04
Zoology 48 37 77.08
B.CA. 75 66 88.00
M.A. International Studies 9 9 100.00
Economics 12 12 100.00
Fine Arts 13 8 61.54
English 17 16 94.12
M.S.W. Social Work 27 26 96.30
M.Sc. Mathematics 31 28 90.32
Information Technology 22 21 95.45
Bioinformatics 17 17 100.00

P.G.D.CS. 2 2 100.00




Statement about ownership & other particulars about the Annual Magazine of Stella Maris College
to be published in the first issue every year after the last day of February

Form IV - (See Rule 8)

1. Piace of Pubilication 17, Cathedral Road, Chennai - 600 086.
2. Periodicity of Publication Annual
3. Printer's Name Paul Antony

Whether Citizen of India Citizen of india

(if foreigner state the country of origin)

Address C/4, Ambattur industrial Estate,
Chennai - 600 058.

4. Publisher's Name Dr. Sr. Annamma Philip, fmm, Ph.D.

Whether Citizen of India Citizen of India
(if foreigner, state the country of origin)

Address 17, Cathedral Road, Chennai - 600 086,
5. Editor's Name Dr. Sr. Annamma Philip, fmm, Ph.D.
Whether Citizen of india Citizen of India

(if foreigner, state the country of origin)

Address 17, Cathedral Road, Chennai - 600 086.

6. Name and addresses ot individuals who own the
newspaper and pariners or shareholders holding
more then one percent of the total Capital Stella Maris College, Chennai - 600 086.

I. Annamma Philip, hereby declare that the particulars given above are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Date : 15-08-2005
Signature of Publisher : Dr. Sr. Annamma Philip, fmm, Ph.D.

Printed by Paul Antony at Vacha Fine Arts, C/4, Ambattur Industrial Estate, Chennai - 600 058.
Published by Dr. Sr. Anmamma Philip, fmm at Cathedral Road, Chennai - 600 086. Editor : Dr. Sr. Annamma Philip, fmm
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