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Editorial ..... . 

We are living in an age of breath-taking and stupendous advancement in 
methods and media of communication, of split-second transmissions in the inter­
continental and inter-planetary spheres ; of a veritable deluge of printed material ; 
of momentous breakthrough in reaching out to the physically handicapped, the deaf, 
the dumb, the mentally retarded and imbalanced. Parallel to this sophistication in 
methods and media, there is also a poignantly marked inability to secure or estabJish 
meaningful communication in human relationships. This powerlessness to emerge 
from our cocoon of self-absorption and to relate or make valid connections is the 
recurring theme of much of contemporary Literature and a major preoccupation of the 
philosophers, educationists, sociologists and politicians of this era. 

Our attempt to explore this magic link of mankind- a link between man and 
man, between man and his creator in all its variety, is only a tiny bridge ...... a bridge 
to link the pursuit of knowledge and the pursuit of life ..... . 

ELLEN, M III B.A. Literature 

PRABHA,V. III B.A. ,, 
REECY CHACKO III B.A. 

" 
REENA GEORGE III B.A. 

" 
THULASI, R. III B.A. 

" 
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VI 

Lord, make me a channel of Thy peace, 

That where there is hatred I may bring love, 

That where there is wrong I may bring the spirit of forgiveness; 

That where there is discord I may bring harmony; 

That where ther~ is error I may bring truth ; 

That where there is doubt I may bring faith 

That where there is despair I may bring hope ; 

And where there are shadows I may bring thy light ; 

That where there is sadness 1-may bring joy 

Lord, grant that I may seek rather to comfort than be comforted, 

To understand than be understood 

To love than be loved ; 

For it is by giving that one receives 

It is by self-forgetting that one finds, 

It is by forgiving that one is forgiven 

It is by dying that one awakens to eternal life. 

-FRANCIS OF ASSISI 



In Memoriam 

Mother Mary Margaret of the Sacred Heart 
1885-1977 

Superior General of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary 
1932- 1960 

We record with the profoundest sorrow the passing away of the former Mother 
General of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, Revered Mother Mary Margaret of 
the Sacred Heart who slept in the Lord on 8th November, 1977. 

All who had the privilege of meeting her and knowing her will ever remember 
her as a dynamic personality, an admirable blend of the deeply spiritual, highly 
intellectual and the touchingly human. 
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Stamped with an apostolic fervour, her years were spent in living Christ, in 
speaking Christ, in loving Christ-in expanding Christ over the immensity of the universe. 
He alone was the inward strength and force by which she translated all her energies 
into the work and prayer of His Church. 

For the past sixty odd years the world has heard little of Mother Mary Margaret 
of the Sacred Heart. But the world has felt her influence on every continent, in every 
aspect of missonary activity. She has been one of those hidden leaders of great causes. 

Ever dedicated to the service of humanity, she was actively interested in 
promoting the cause of women's education. In fact Stella Maris College was founded 
during her generalate and owes her, therefore, an eternal debt of gratitude. 

Her zeal, special gifts, talents, natural qualities of leadership and her exemplary 
service made it obvious that she would be chosen to serve in different parts of the 
globe in various capacities. Whatever she undertook, she performed with such great 
dedication and diligence that such outstanding qualities were noticed and she was 
unanimously elected as Superior General in 1932. 

To live with Mother Mary Margaret was to live with a saint. Her kindness, her 
concern for others was boundless. For twenty eight years she was at the helm of the 
order of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary and these were fruitful years of achieve­
ment and sacrifices. , Mother Mary Margaret belonged to that unique band of great 
souls, the elite who are chosen to serve and to suffer. Eleven years of suffering crown­
ed the many years of devoted labour and brought her life quietly and gently to its 
serene ending. Here indeed was another candle that had burnt itself out in His 
service. 

May she, that dear and revered Mother Mary Margaret of the Sacred Heart, be 
our intercessor in Heaven as she has been our great exemplar on earth. 

May her soul rest in Peace! 
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From Person to Person 

Communication is in itself a rather complicated concept, in the sense that unless 
there is clear understanding of it as a concept, the very purpose of communicating will 
be defeated. Defined simply, communication represents the passing on of one's 
thoughts, feelings, opinions and decisions to another person or to a group of people, 
or to a larger body politic. While no one can dispute that this is a fairly simple 
concept, it is really the method of using this concept that is not uniformly understood. 

The purpose of communication is underscored by its effectiveness. An effective 
communication connotes that the part at the receiving end has receind the communi­
cation correctly and has also understood it in the same manner and in the same spirit 
as was intended to be conveyed. Therefore communication becomes a vital element 
in our day- to-day life whether at work or at home. If we take an organisation, the 
communication of decisions from the top bas to go down the line upto the last 
person in the beirarcby and if decisions are to be implemented correctly there cannot 
be any communication gap down the line. The same argument will be valid in respect 
of upward communication as well. This highlights the supreme need of effectiveness 
in inter-personal communication. Group Dynamics is eventually person-to-perwn 
communication. 

For communication to be effective, the channels of communication will have to 
be straight, simple, and easy of access. Any circuitous channel of communication will 
at once result in distortion, mis-understanding, wrong construction and consequential 
errors in implementation. 

Yet another factor which contributes to the effectiveness or otherwise of 
communication is the ability of the one who communicates to reduce the communi­
cation to suit the intellectual and perceptive level of the recipient. 

It is an accepted fact that the communicator and the recipient will have to 
function on the same wavelength for a communication to serve its purpose. Which 
means, the objective of .the communication will first have to be established in clear 
terms as between the two. 

Whilst on this concept, what has to be guarded against is over-communication 
or under-communication. An effective communication is one that is communicated to 
the right person or persons at the right time. 

S-1' 
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SHOBA KRISHNASW AMY 
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The Majorit4: Uncommitted, Unconcerned 
and Unaware 

We are living in a world of paradoxes. "A war to end all wars" was what they 
told us about World War Il; the "armament race" is for purely peaceful purposes, 
they said. Today conditions about us demand urgent action, trends demand the 
soberest contemplation ; war disease, drought and hunger should cause the deepest 
introspection and yet the majority dozes. Famine with flatulence, crisis without 
concern, emergency with ease-they don't really agree, do they? Yet they re!llain. It is 
time we wondered about the paradox of apathy in a time demanding total commit­
ment. 

Only a few men are really and truly 'Aware' in the true sense of the word. We 
become sensitized to the little things-things that affect our daily lives in some important 
way - like joblessness, low salaries, price of petrol, impending examinations, the frustra­
tion of not finding a suitable marriage partner and so on. These reasons are trifles in 
comparison with many other more important things. There are only two ways of 
living a life. One is living for self and self only, a life in a world where only" I, me 
and myself" exist and everything is done only for self-interest. 

There is a second type also which is a far better way of living in which we break 
the stronghold of self-interest. In this life we treat others like ourselves, we put other 
people's shoes on and walk their lives and wear their spectacles to get a glimpse of life 
through their eyes. But this does not mean that we should renounce everything and 
turn a hermit. But we should try to live with others and try to understand the world 
around us. We are educated and are constantly in pursuit of knowledge, but knowledge 
comes with its obligations. Awareness of conditions leads to responsibilities. If you 
were the first to discover a child drowning, surely you would dive in to save him; if you 
had advance warning about a flood, you would surely warn your neighbours to run 
"high and stay dry". In these occasions you feel a responsibility. Knowledge of this 
kind requires commitment. It requires action instead of apathy. 

In this age of mass media, we have seen enough of those pictures of hungry, 
starving people with begging bowls or of cities and towns devastated by natural calami­
ties that our senses have been tattered by too much news of human suffering. We 
find it hard to face these things. But in our world there is a majority suffering from 
hunger and loneliness. As a broadcaster said "statistics don't bleed; it's people 
that do." 

I am not asking you to become the strait-laced and sober, dedicated type; I am 
not asking you to give up your wealth, but I am only asking you to stop to think and 
take an inventory of your life and attitudes and get your priorities straight and to be 
committed, concerned and aware. 
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" How many ears must one man have 
Before he can hear people cry ? 
How many deaths will it take 
To know that too many people have died ? 
How many years must some people exist 
Before they're allowed to be free? " 

Bob Dylan. 

IVY THOMAS 

II M.A. Social Work 

The Language of Rh4thm and Qesture 

• Dance and music were enacted as part of religious rituals and as they permeated 
the hearts of worshippers with joy and as man bad cast his gods and goddesses in 
his own image, he considered it to be pleasing to them also. Therefore in most cases 
no festival or ceremony was accepted as complete without a performance of dance and 
music. As rituals became more and more elaborate, dance too became elaborate and 
stylised. Thus from primitive periods when dance was mere thumping on the ground 
with the aim of bringing into oneself the spirits of Nature or achieving victory over an 
enemy or gaining blessing of a plentiful harvest, it progressed into a well-ordered 
classical art with a conscious effort to raise man through delicate movements performed 
by the most beautiful girls attached to temples, into becoming part of the Eternal. 
Even today in India, it is not uncommon to see a devotee moving into spiritual ecstasy 
by dancing and singing with abandon. Thus it is said that who ever knows the power 
of dance, dwells in God. 

As the emphasis was on spirituality, it was but natural that dan€e found its home 
in temples and became a part of the daily ritual when dancing girls gave delight to the 
gods, uplifted thoughts of viewers and were at the same time experiencing great 
spiritual satisfaction. This accent on spirituality- the main theme, however did not 
mean monotony of expression, for the entire gamut of emotions was run through, 
all with reference to the Higher Being who was conceived of variously as child, mother, 
husband, lover thus making way for the nine bhavas or emotions with their attendant 
nuances. For example, the "Gita Govinda " stands in a peculiarly advantageous 
position for its beautiful interpretation through the medium of dance. The theme is 
the love and longing of Radha for Krishna. Interpreted philosophically it signifies the 
longing of the Jeevatma (Individual Soul) for union with the Paramatma (Universal 
Soul). As the story unfolds, various moods of Radha the heroine who awaits her 
Lord are sharply etched. She is shown eagerly awaiting her lover, then as being utterly 
disappointed when he fails to turn up at the appointed time and finally as being 
consumed with great joy arising out of union with her Lord. Thus the various situations 
created with such mastery give scope to the dancers to interpret these moods of the 
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heroine. The entire gamut of emotions- agony, pang1 of separation, ego, expectancy, 
anger and ecstatic union provide great variety. Besides this the dancer is able to 
create without the aid of stage decor the atmosphere of the Gita Govinda. The 

banks of the river Yamuna, the bower of Manjula creepers, the crescent moon, the 
soft breeze blowing, the gentle fragrance of flowers are aU, crystaJlised in dance. 

The solid bed rock oflndian dancing is spirituality. However, the same theme 
is variously expressed in regional style which have developed through the centuries 
for India is a land of divene cultures and each region bas its own particular cultural 
values, customs and traditions. Though aU styles are united in what is sought to be 
conveyed or communicated, each dance style goes about it in its own way employing a 
well-defined technique. Some of the popularly well known classical styles are Bbaratba 
Natyam or Devadasi Attam, the courtesan temple dance of Tanjore which is punditic 
and emphasises precision and elegance ; Manipuri, the rhythmical, swaying, sensuous 
dance of Manipuri; Kathakali, the dance drama of Malabar, with its accent on the 
dramatic; Mobiniattam, from Kerala, with its emphasis on grace ; Kathak, the whirling 
intricate dance of the North, Odissi from Orissa with emphasis on sheer beauty and 
elaborate charm, Kuchupudi from Andhra with its speedy, sensuous, earthy folk appeal. 
Each style in itself is a different channel of communication appealing to people with 
diverse tastes. Although each style is distinctly different, common features do link 
them. All of them employ foot-work, band-gestures and facial expressions. 

Treatises on dancing are essentially dictionaries of gesturos defining certain 
positions and movements of the head, neck, eyes and above all the feet and bands. 
This use of hand gestures used to convey explicit meanings distinguishes Indian dance­
forms from those of the rest of the world. A single 'hand gesture, or 'mudra' for 
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example 'Potaka' (the flag) may have twenty or more meanings, depending on the 
way in which it is moved or the position in which it is held, and on the context of 
preceding and following • Mudras '. The head and eyes are generally used to convey 
emotions. There are at least nine basic movements of the head, eight glances of the 
eyes, six movements of the eyebrows, and four of the neck. The whole course of a dance 
is often idealised and summarized as follows: The song should be sustained in the 
throat, its meaning must be shown by the hands ; the mood must be shown by the 
glances, rhythm must be marked by the feet. 

Again, all Indian dancing can be divided into 'Nritta ' or 'pure dance' and 
'Abhinaya' where a story is conveyed by a sort of pantomime. Nritta is used purely for 
highlighting the decorative and aesthetic aspect of dance. It is a feast to the eyes to 
see the various parts of the body namely the feet, hands, bead, eyes moving in harmony 
and creating such beauty. Some scholars are of the opinion that dance in its higher 
forms is a sort of pantomime in which a story is told (Abhinaya) or events or persons 
alluded to by means of formal, stylised gestures (Angikabhinaya) presented in a 
rhythmic sequence and accompanied by singing and instrumental music. It becomes a 
kind of 'irisible poetry' with a definite meaning. 

Besides this division of Indian classical dancing can be divided into tandava 
or vigorous dance, and Jasya or the graceful. 

However every established branch of dancing has its ideal side and the practical 
side which naturally falls short of the original ideal. Thus while extolling the divine 
nature of Indian classical dances one must avoid giving the impression that every Indian 
dancer and teacher is a paragon of talent and mastery over ancient Hindu texts relating 
to his particular branch of dancing. One should also remember that these scriptures 
and texts themselves are indeed of incomparable excellence, and that if the dance is 
performed following them particularly then the dance and the dancer will surely be well 
beyond the realm of human description. 

PADMA SUKUMARAN, M.A. 
Department of History 

Manager to workers around the conference table:- "Frankly, 
we're introducing worker participation because we don't see why you 
should'nt share our headaches."- David Longdon in "Punch" 
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The Stars and Man 

Do the stars and planets have any influence on human life? Scientific studies 
reveal that they do. The Russian biologist Prof. Techezevsky, after an intensive study 
of solar activity found that a connection existed between sun-spot phenomenon and 
wars and revolutions and that there is an incidence of corelation between cardiovascular 
troubles and solar flares. Excessive solar activity which is connected with planetary 
positions causes complex effects on man such as dejection, rheumatism, headache, 
neuralgia and other such ailments. 

Astrology bas been successfully practised and studied both in India and the West 
for several centuries. Fundamentally the systems are alike except that the "Ayanamsa" 
or movement of the first point of Aries taken for accurate calculation is considered by 
Indians to be stationary while the Western astronomers regard it as a point moving. 

If we watch the sky closely for some months, we will find the planets particularly 
the sun and the moon moving among the stars along a belt. This belt extends to 
about eight degrees on either side of the equator and is known as the 'Zodiac'. The 
Zodiac by its nature is circular in shape and for the purposes of Astrology is divided 
into twelve equal parts called 'signs', which are named after imaginary figures 
which the star clusters form in each division. The Zodiac is represented in the form 
of a chart in the horoscope. A horoscope in plain language is the map of the heavens 
for a given moment. 
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When an event takes place, say a child is born, one of the twelve signs of the 
Zodiac will be rising in the eastern horizon to a certain point or degree of sign. 
That sign is called the 'Ascendant' or 'Lagna'. The child's nature and many events in 
its life will largely depend upon this lagna. The whole sign in which the rising point 
occurs is called the 'First House' in a horoscope, in the Indian system. The next sign 
will be the second house, the third sign, the third bouse and so on. As the-Zodiac 
measures three hundred and sixty degrees, it follows that each sign measures thirty 
degrees, that is a house may begin in the middle of a sign and end in the middle of the 
next sign. This is known as "Bhavacbakram" in the Indian system. 

The twelve signs of the Zodiac are: Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, 
Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricornus, Aquarius and Pisces. They are grouped into 
ten categories such as masculine signs, feminine signs, fiery, watery, airy, cardinal, 
movable, fixed and common signs, which are invaluable in prediction and finding the 
'muhurtha' for a particular event. Usually when planets are placed in the movable 
signs, they bring forth good results. 

The twelve houses can also be grouped as Kendras, Panaparz and Apoholima. 
In terms of a p~rson's life, they denote respectively childqood, adulthood and old 
age. Preponderance of planets in any of the groups will indicate that the person's 
life will be sp:>tlighted at the corresponding stages in life. Houses One to Eight 
relate to one's material life, Nine to Eleven to religious or moral life and the Twelfth, 
the other world or 'Moksha'. 

The planets can also be grouped as follows : 

Luminaries 

Benefics 

Malefics 

Superiors 

Inferiors 

Sun and Moon 

Venus, Jupiter, Waxing Moon. 

Mars, Saturn, Uranus and Waning Moon. 

Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

Mercury and Venus. 

As the name suggests, benefics bring beneficial results to the native, while male­
tics bring difficulties to the native. Generally malefics in the third, sixth, eighth, 
and twelfth houses give their best results and turn out to be benefics in those positions. 
Benefics in a Kendra (first, fourth, seventh and tenth houses) or a Knona (fifth 
and ninth houses) give their best results. 

Planets have been assigned signs to rule as it were. Consequently certain 
planets have great power in their favourite signs and are weak in others. 
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Planets Own houte · Exalted Posldon Debilitated Position 

Mercury Gemini and Virgo Virgo Pisces 
Sun Leo Aries Libra 
Moon Cancer Taurus Scorpio 
Mars Aries and Scorpio Capricorn Cancer 
Jupiter Sagittariqs and Pisces Cancer Capricorn 
Venus Taurus and Libra Pisces Virgo 
Saturn Aquarius and Capricornus Libra Aries 
Rahu Virgo Taurus Scorpio 
Ketu Pisces Scorpio Taurus 

Generally planets are strong in the houses of exaltation, own houses, houses of 
friends or in angles (Kendra Konas). Planets are also strong while receiving benefic 
aspects from other powerful planets. Adverse rays not affecting planets are weak while 
occupying houses of debilitation, enemy houses or sixth, eighth and twelfth houses. 

PLANETS AND THEIR CHARACTERISTICS : 

The Sun: 
He is the source of all energy and h:nce the most powerful of all planets. 

According to Alan Leo, 'the sun represents the individual, his moral and higher 
mental expression'. He further represents courage, valour, royalty, father, right eye, 
gold and east. 

The Moon: 

Being a cool planet and a satellite of the earth, the moon is essentially feminine. 
Quoting Leo, 'the moon represents the person with all personal traits of character 
expressed as emotion, feeling and sensation and termed in our system of thought as 
personality'. It denotes gentleness, mother, water, silver, agriculture, pearl, mental 
state, clothes and north-west. 

Mars: 

Mars is a fiery planet showing immense energy and activity. It denotes agri­
culture, prosperity, fire, violence, war, blood, hate, weapons, accidents, animal nature, 
perserverance, younger brothers and sisters, gold, illicit love, falsehood, wound 
and south. 

Mercury: 

Mercury, as the name suggests, denotes a sparkling intellect and reasoning 
power of higher order. Scholarship, command over tongue, truthfulness, industry, 
tact, uncle-nephew relationship, sapphire, friendship, trade and north are his further 
attributes. 

Jupiter: 

Jupiter is the gr~ate3t b:nefic. Everything good, generous, idealistic and of an 
expensive nature goes with him. High aspirations, knowledge, ministership, priest-
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hood, elder brother, son, treasury, diplomacy, honour, well-being of husband, north­
east are denoted by him. 

Venaa: 
It is the planet of art and love. It indulges in unions. Music, fine arts, scents, 

enjoyment of life, wife or husband, vehicle, wealth, clothes, ornaments, happy events, 
south-east are the attributes of this planet. 

Satua: 
It is a stablising planet. It makers a man hard-boiled, industrious, and of a 

plodding nature. It denotes deep mysteries, cold state of affairs, darkness, iron, 
servant, permanence, confirment, death, irreligion, dishonour, ill-health, poverty, 
accidents, blames, laziness, agricultural implements and west. 

Rabo: 
Rahu or Dragon's Head is considered a planet for all practical purposes. It 

indicates a highly developed intellect, poison, and father's father. 

Keta: 
K.etu or Dragon's tail represents the life beyond, mother's mother and 'gnana '. 

Uranus: 
Uranus is one of the most important planets in the Solar system. He denotes 

fashion, electricity, and revolutionary ideas. The scientific progress of the modern 
world is due mainly to his appearance in the sky. 

Neptane: 
Neptune on the other hand is a devaatating planet sowing chaos, death and 

destruction in his wake. Sensation, mysticism, glamour, are his characteristics. 

Pluto: 
Pluto is the farthest of the planets. Its effects as far as they have been investi­

gated, tend to an impulsive and stable nature, self-will approximating to dictatorship. 
Its appearance has synchronised with the rising public opinion as against the state. 

Aaterisms: 
Tho twelve signs of the Zodiac starting from the first point of Aries arc divided 

into Nakshatras or asterisms. The different planets will be recorded as remaining in 
one asterism or other according to its position. In the Indian system the asterism in 
which the Moon is situated at the time of birth has great significance. What is 
generally called the 'Janma Nakshatra' is nothing but this position of the Moon. It is 
obvious hence that each sign or Rasi contains two and quarter asterisms as there are 
only twelve Rasis and twenty seven Nakshatras. Hence each asterism is thirteen 
degrees, twenty minutes extent. For the sake of accuracy, each asterism is subdivided 
into four equal parts called charanas or Padas. So, each Pada will be three degrees 
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twenty minutes in extent. By knowing one's own birth sign or Rasi (the position of the 
moon) alone we can predict the nature of the person. But this should not be taken as 
absolute because it is apt to be modified by the presence of planets in signs of the 
influence of other planets in the different parts of the horoscope. Each asterism can 
also speak of the character and personality of its owner. Every point in the Zodiac is 
moving forward at the rate of one degree of longitude in every four minutes. There­
fore even a small error in noting down the birthtime will change the planetary positions 
in the horoscope. Just as we have given the characteristics of planets, we can 
also list the characteristics of asterisms. 

Transits of the planets : 

When a planet transits a house it has some effect on the native. Very important 
transits are those of Saturn and Jupiter as they have hold on their native, and their 
period of transit is also greater than that of others. 

The Saturn's transit of twelfth, first and second house from the Rasi is said to 
constitute 'Sade Sathi' or seven and half years of Saturn. This period brings 
accidents, sorrows, expenses, affliction to wife, children and near relatives, fear from 
foes, dispute, ill-health, wandering and loss of money. Similarly death of near relatives, 
public disapproval, confinement are brought when Saturn transits the eight bouse. 

The Jupiter's transit of fifth, ninth and eleventh houses bring very good 
results to the native. When Jupiter transits the fifth, seventh or the ninth house 
from the Moon, marriage is predicted. He, in these transits, confers on the native, 
honour, prestige, gain of wealth and jewels, excellent mental activity, good friend­
ship, acts or charity and promotion in job. All this should be modified by the 
strength or weakness by position, rulership and aspects of other planets. 

A. RAMA 

III B.Sc. Mathematics 

References: (1) "Everyday Astrology" by V. A. K. lyer 

(2) "Astrological Magazine" edited by Dr. B. V. Raman 
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Harmonlf- A Point of View 

From time immemorial music has transcended all cultural and geographical 
barriers and beautifully bridged the communication gap. It is indeed one of those 
rare artefacts which not only relieves us of the mundanity of life but paves the way for 
divine longings. 

Even before language came into being, harmony and rhythm have served aa 
efficient and effeotive means of communication. The African drums have long been 
echoing and relaying messages even before alphabets were invented. Our Vedas and 
ancient texts have clearly ahown how music is an imperative element in every walk 
of life. Be it to express love or hatred, anger or peace, bravery or cowardice, the whole 
gamut of human emotions find effective and soul stirring expression in music. 
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Scientists today have established that music relieves tension. This is only 
a 're-discovery' of what our ancestors believed and accepted in practice. So music 
should find a place in a workshop as much as it finds a place in a performing hall. 
Work efficiency is proved to be increased when accompanied by music. Music 
seems to stimulate faster growth even in plantg. While analysing the rationale 
behind chanting of mantras in a musical tone, a scientist concluded that vibration 
through the air did react with the atmosphere to produce disturbances. Thus music is 
not merely decorative, aesthetic, fine art but also highly utilitarian. 

The "sweet power of music" has been felt by many through the ages. Lord 
Krishna's flute entranced many a beast and many a man. Our Sanskrit texts, 
classical Greek and Roman lore abound with examples to show how every form of life 
can be won over by music. 

The Bhakti cult found its language in music. People flocked to Abkar's court to 
listen to the tuneful melodies of Tansen. Meera, Kabirdas and Surdas were able to 
bind generations with their devotional songs expressive of their intense feelings towards 
the eternal "Music Inspirer" and "Music Maker". Thus they effectively communicated 
their "Bhakti" not only to their Lord but also to the millions of people who were 
caught in the wave of their divine musical ecstasy. 

Even today people who still fight for their parochial ends forget their provincial 
attachments when it comes to listening to Saint Thyagaraja's compositions. Music 
does not merely communicate to diverse origins but unifies them with a strong thread 
of oneness. 

Music transcends local and national frontiers to reach international ears. A Jim 
Reeves or a Beatie finds admirers in the youth population of the East. From our 
side of the hedge we find artists like Ravi Shankar and others bridging the gap between 
the cast and the west by making known our culture through the most effective 
tool- Music. Today people of the west arc not only admirers of our music but also 
of our Yoga, Transcendental Meditation- in short our philosophy of life, a philosophy 
enshrined in our music. 

Tagore beautifully brings out the power of music in establishing communication 
with the "Lord" with one's self and with others In his "Gitanjali". 

"Ever in my life have I sought thee with songs. It was they who taught me all 
the lessons I ever learnt. They showed me secret paths, they brought before my sight 
many a star on the horizon of my heart. They guided me all the day long to the 
mysteries of the country of pleasure and pain at last to that palace gate have they 
brought me in the evening at the end of my journey ". 

s. VAIJAYANTHI, M.A. 

Department of Sociology 

GEETHA NARAYANAN, M.A. 

Department of Economics 
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Why are the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary scattered all over the world? 
The answer may be found in a statement of Pope Benedict XV written in 1919: "The 
Church of God is universal: she can be a stranger nowhere, among no people", and 
another one of Pope Puis XI, his successor: " Men must be convinced that the church 
is made up of every race, of every nation ". 

This is the spirit that Mary of the Passion inculcated in her sisters, and it is this 
spirit that they try to keep alive, remembering that, when the Institute was only a few 
years old, the Foundress had written : "The true Apostle has nothing to do with 
places. He goes from North to South and from South to North, anywhere the glory 
of God calls him ". 

When Mary of the Passion founded the Institute in 1877, there was one house 
with about twenty sisters. At the moment of her death, twenty seven years later in 
1904, the number of houses was eightysix scattered in almost all the continents. 

The first foundation in Europe was realised the same year as the foundation of 
the Institute. As early as 1885 the first house on the African continent was opened 
in Tunisia, China was reached in 1886, Canada in 1899, the United States in 1903, and 
South America in 1904. 

A common characteristic of the Institute in all the countries in which works 
were implanted, was the readiness and willingness to respond to every appeal and to do 
whatever was asked of the Sisters. This was done with serious planning that took into 
account the most urgent needs of the people as well as the preference to be given to the 
poor: the poorest section of a city was chosen, the new insertion was always made; 
in the utmost poverty only the bare minimum was allowed for the Sisters, comfort, 
keeping in mind the life-style of those with whom they would work. Just a glance 
at some of the many houses opened by Mary of the Passion makes us aware of 
this reality. 

It was in response to the demands of the contemporary world that Mary of the 
Passion engaged herself in the work for social justice. In 1891 Pope Leo XIII had 
issued a document "Rerum Novarum ", in which he called upon Catholics to engage 
in a combat against social injustice. The principle derived from this document was : 
Economics must be at the service of man. According to this teaching of the Church, 
the work of Mary of the Passion in the social sphere, developed in three directions: 
(1) the law of work for her Sisters, so that they would earn their daily bread 
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and be closer to the working classes ; (2) give the women a means of earning their 
livelihood in a more dignified and less anonymous way than the work in the factories 
provided; (3) personal uplift and development of women and girls through their 
training in work rooms. The same path was followed by the successor of Mary of the 
Passion at the helm of the Institute. The Institute bad always been rrady to respond 
to any appeal, or as we now say to " read the signs of the times, " whether these asked 
for immediate assistance to children left without family by an earthquake, or for the 
transformation of convents into hospitals for wounded soldiers in different countries, 
according to the requests of Bishops and Missionaries. Pope Pius X who knew that he 
could count on the prompt response of the Mother General, found it easy to turn to 
the Fransciscan Missionaries of Mary for any kind of work which was needed. 

The period marked by the First World War saw an increase in missionary 
activity rather than a stasis. The tragic results of the War had been felt by the 
Institute in Europe. Poverty was the guest of honour in all the houses- and poverty 
accompanied the sisters who were sent to found the new houses. Until 1939, the world 
lived in the expectation of some dire event that would involve all the nations : a second 
World War!. And what about the Institute of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary? 

Three new Provinces were erected, bringing the number upto nineteen. Over 
six thousand Franciscan Missionaries of Mary were praying and working in more than 
two hundred and fifty houses. The yean 1932 to 1936 were very fruitful for the 
expansion of the Institute. New foundations were made in France (hospitals, social 
work), Portugal (Social Welfare Centre, Education), Hungary, the United States, 
Argentine, Peru, Brazil, Egypt, The Congo, Madagascar, Liberia, Ghana, Lebanon, India, 
Ceylon, Burma, Indonesia, the Philippines, Japan and China. The list covers almost 
the whole globe. A foundation that can be called "new" in every sense was the hospital 
opened in Iceland, the country of snow and ice, where Franciscan Missionaries of Mary 
were the only Catholic religious congregation. Another typically missionary work 
Tabacal in Argentina was the centre of an extensive sugarcane industry, employing 
from eight thousand to twelve thousand workers. The sisters had to staff the hospital 
and contact the families of both permanent and seasonal workers. 

In the Congo, the Provincial, Mother Mary Josephine, led many groups of 
foundresses on expeditions through the forests. In five years eight houses were 
opened-from very adventurous and poor beginnings they would develop in an almost 
miraculous way. 

The Sisters in China shared the suffering of their people during the tragic events 
of the Japanese war and later of the Army's occupation. Often they .managed to care 
for wounded soldiers, children and refugees in a situation of complete destitution 
Jacking almost everything. 

During the Second World War the world was divided into two factions, almost 
every country directly or indirectly involved in the terrible conflagration. Though the 
oneness of the Institute was not affected, communications were. So the Superior 
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General named Mother St. Agnes as Delegate General. She was to reside in the 
United States and keep contact with the countries Jess directly threatened by the war, 
while the Superior General remained in Rome, in touch with our Sisters in the warring 
countries all round her. 

In Rome, the mother-bouse was opened to refugees, and the sisters continued 
to co-operate in all kinds of relief work. In other countries the prayer and activity of 
the Institute continued amidst dangers and suffering. Many sisters passed through 
concentration camps and prisons. The war did not impede the development of the 
Institute. New foundations were made according to the needs of places and times­
the evacuation of children and others to a safe place, the care of the wounded and the 
support of people in distress. 

Eleven houses were completely destroyed during the war, but twenty-nine others 
were opened all over the world. The end of the war came and with it the work of 
material and moral reconstruction. 

What is the role of the Institute of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary in 
tackling the modern problems? The sisters feel themselves challenged to a re-orienta­
tion, an adaptation to the present, following the directives for renewal given by Pope 
John XXIII and Pope Paul VI, Study commissions were set up, meetings became more 
frequent, simultaneous decentralization and strengthening of the bonds of unity took 
place. All were called to be personally responsible for this renewal which would affect 
the spiritual life as well as the apostolic activities of the sisters. The stress was placed 
on small groups of sisters called Fraternities who would insert themselves among the 
people, especially the poor and marginal groups. Their role would consist in giving 
witness of true Christian life and in uplifting social conditions, especially those of 
women. 

In today's age of transition a sense of confusion and a search for identity are 
wide spread. The Institute also, through each of its members is seeking to re-define its 
identity. This process of growth will give life to more authentic witnesses of Christ to 
"serious women, women capable of teaching others especially by their example. 
Women who are governed by reason and by duty, souls \lf a living, active faith and 
prudent because they make themselves worthy of the light ". (Mary of the Passion-
1903). ' 

So the charism confided to Mary of the Passion on January 6th, 1877 continues 
to unfold, fusing action with contemplation and sending thousands of dedicated women 
to every corner of the world to seek Christ in their brothers and to be led by 
these brothers back to the contemplation of Christ. 
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Work:ing Women and Economic Reconstruction 

India aims to build up a self-reliant, self-sustaining and self-acceleratir g eccr.omy 
without any dependence on foreign aid and thereby bring about economic growth. She 
has broken away from her long period of economic stagnation and is recording a 
significant and visible growth though one must add that the progress achieved is not 
satisfactory. The Fifth Five Year Plan has drawn out many a stratagem to remove 
poverty and it is clear from the study of it that the main problems of today are poverty, 
population and pollution. One may include inflation too, but if the three basic problems 
are solved, inflation will naturally disappear from the economic system. The two main 
threats of modern civilization are a possible nuclear war and a literal population 
explosion where man breeds himself to decline and degenerate. India's population 
stands at 630 millions today, supporting 15% of the world population on 2.4% of 
the world's land area and sharing 1.5% of the world's income. It is not the actual number 
but the rate at which the population increases that baffles any observer. India adds 13 
million a year to the existing population and this intensifies the food problem and 
retards growth and development. The growth of our national income has slowed down 
from 6.5% in 1969-1970 to 0.2% in 1974-197S. Though it is said that the twenty-point 
programme and the emergency have helped the economic growth, the per capita income 
is very low when compared to the developed and some of the developing countries of 

the world. 

The more perturbing factor is that economic development in India bas left the 
masses in poverty and misery. The two basic problems, poverty and population bring 
with them the third one-pollution-misery which spreads epidemics. On one band they 
contaminate the air, water and the environment and on the other they spread discontent. 
ment, labour unrest, black-market dealings and speculation. What could be the role of 
a woman, especially a working woman in the reconstruction of the national economy? 

The sense of equality of sex is ingrained in the very nature of the depiction of 
God as Sivan and Sakthi in a single form. This sense of equality should manifest 
itself in the active participation of women in the reconstruction of the nation. 

A ten-point programme may be given to working women to reconstruct the 
nation. They are: (1) Women, especially working women may resort to family plan­
ning measures voluntarily. 

(2) They may contribute to the Nation's savings by (a) restricting their 
demands, (b) curtailing conspicuous consumption i.e. unproductive consumption, 
(c) putting an end to foreign goods consumption (d) avoiding black market dealings. 
This will bring down the prices of essential articles and also boost the morale of 
the nation as a whole. 
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3) They should plan their investment properly. Education is a very important 
investment, so women may invest liberally on the education of their children and on 
themselves. They may also undertake educational tours, buy standard books and 
periodicals. 

4) Through the second and the third points, working women can help the 
planners in achieving the object of self-reliance and removal of poverty. If there is 
consumer resistance to the product brought to the market, the business cannot thrive. 
Ultimately the consumers are the sovereigns, if they are vigilant and determined. This 
will provide employment for indigenous labour and capital. 

5) Women must not consider the material advances as the be-all and end-all 
of all life. They must evolve a new pattern of living which will aim at prtserving their 
culture, history, traditions and social background. Take the good things of the 
western society and eschew the bad. 

6) They must have plans to better their prospects by undertaking extra-curri­
cular and co-curricular activities, for example learning a new subject, language or 
a technique of production, doll-making or computer programming, according to one's 
level of learning. Co-curricular activity may also include running classes for the poor, 
down-trodden and handicapped. This will go a long way in increasing their 
productivity and labour productivity at large. 

(7) They should perform their civic duties in a better manner. This may mean 
the p.1yment of taxes and rents. This will save time and energy and above all relieve 
everyone of m!ntal tension. This will also promote peaceful co-existence. 

(8) They can use their freedom of expression to bring to the fore the good 
actions of the government and other agencies and they must not hesitate to criticise the 
wrong policies and actions. 

(9) They should take pride in being Indian women and preserve the cherished 
qualitie; of Accham, Madam, Naanam. 

( 10) They should project the proper image of the country to foreigners. 

Thus, a working woman should give special attention to savings, consumption 
and investment even while preserving the best in our culture. These alone can 
increase the National Income, reduce population pressure, check inflation, create 
employment, boost exports, reduce imports and above all put an end to poverty. 

Eternal vigilance is the price for liberty. So every working woman should be 
aware of the problems of the day and co-operate with planners and the government 
in successful economic reconstruction. 
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L'importance de Ia Communication en Mariage 

Aujourd' hui le progres est extraordinaire en toutes spheres partout, dans le 
monde entier et c'est pourquoi ce mot "Communication" gagne tant d' importance. 
Le radio, Ia tele, le journal et le telephone sont quelques techniques diverses de la 
communication. Ces techniques aident les gens a communiquer partout les uns aver 
les autres. 

Maintenant, considerons !'importance de la communication dans un milien 
plus intime et personnel . par exemple, uoe famille. Les techniques deja mentionnees. 
soot Jes moins importantes dans Ia communication entre le mari et Ia femme. Ce qui 
est tres important ici, c est le moyen de communication entre les membrea differents 
creant uoe atmosphere harmonieuse. Le succes d' un couple un mariage depend 
de l'abilite de 1' homme et de Ia femme mutuelles communiquer a se ce qui 
implique Ia comprehension et Ia sympatbie. 

Pour developper une telle relation it faut passer Ia plupart du temps 
dans Ia compagnie l'un de !'autre. Ainsi l'homme et Ia femme se comprendront 
ce qui augmentera l'harmonie dans Ia maison. Cela etait possible autrefois, quand Ia 
vie o'etait p1s si b;>iJsculee, et cela donnait aux deux epoux plus de temps de prendre 
soin l'un de !'autre. Mais aujourd'hui le cas est tout a fait different. L'univer~ a 
change rapidement. Maintenant !'argent et Ia puissance prennent plus d'importance 
que !'amour et !'affection dans la vie domestique. 

Done on n'a pas de temps a "perdre" dans Ia famille. Ainsi it arrive souvent 
que le mari et Ia femme se rencontrent rarement, et la relation intime devient 
tres difficile. En temps voulu, Ia relation entre l'homme et Ia femme devient hostile. 
Le mari ne peut pas comprendre sa femme et vice versa. A Ia fin, it ya l'hostilite, 
les q uerelles et Ia haine. En fin le mariage est brise. 

Ainsi on trouve que le criterium en mariage, comme dans les autres spheres de 
Ia vie, est surtout Ia communication entre les individus. 
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Prospects of Superson;c A;r Transport 

Attempts to make Civil Aviation viable as a means of tranq:ort was first made 
nearly fifty years ago, when no one would believe it to be safe, comfortable or parti­
cularly cheap. The only factor which made it alive and made it great within half a 
century to the astonishing stage it is now, was the speed of the aeroplane. 

Nowadays when it needs to fear no comparison with other means of transport, 
the speed of the aeroplane is still the most i_mportant sales argument and it is only 
natural that great efforts are taken in this direction towards increasing the speed of 
civil transport aircraft, from the present 80-85% of speed of sound (expressed techni­
cally as Mach 0-8 0-85) to the supersonic range. 

The transition from subsonic to supersonic speed range fundan:entally alters the 
flow conditions. Thus, a special design, tailor-made for supersonic flight, is needed in 
order to operate at such speeds. The first manned supersonic flight took place in 1947 
and six years later the first aircraft equipped with jumbo jet propulsion attained 
supersonic speed in horizontal flight. The problems of this speed range are now fully 
overcome and supersonic airflights are to operate at twice the speed of sound. 

What then, are the problems of civil supersonic flight? Civil supersonic trans­
port has to operate at maximum economy not only at supersonic but also at subsonic 
speeds. It is unlikely that flight at supersonic speed will be tolerated above densely 
populated areas because of the sonic boom produced thereby and so supersonic flights 
will be restricted only over deserts and seas. 

Sonic boom occurs during any supersonic flight and is a compressed sudden 
pressure which spreads to the earth's surface registered by the ear as an explosion. Its 
intensity depends on aircraft weight, flight altitude and the reflective properties of the 
earth. The charactertistics of the boom are largely determimd by aircraft length. A 
small fighter produces a sharp high pitched bocm while a large civil supersonic aircraft 
produces a deep dull boom. 
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One interesting phenomenon is that the· sonic boom of an aircraft flying at 
normal altitude and Mach number say upto 1.15 fails to reach the ground through 
diffraction of sound waves produced by the temperatare distribution on the atmos­
phere. Various other problems however, makes this low supersonic speed range rela­
tively unattractive to air travel. 

The other problems which have not yet been resolved fuJly are airport noise and 
economy. The optimum type of eqgine for cruising is still the straight jet engine 
which is very noisy and needs operation of burner on take-off to increase thrust. 
Measures taken to lower the noise level have only been partly successful. Attempts to 
make quieter engines culminate in heavier, less economic engines an.d reduction in 
range or drastic payload reduction- two critical factors which can jeopardize the highly 
marginal economy of supersonic civil aircraft. 

Another problem is the engine instaJJation. The very high thrust requires 
heavier engines which necessitates a heavy air intake and a thrust nozzle system. 
The volume of fuel to be carried is considerably greater than that for a subsonic air­
craft of the same weight. 

To solve the more difficult problem of the aonic boom, new techniques to 
reduce the intensity have been evolved and in an ideal case, it can be totaJly eliminated. 
Such an aircraft which exists only theoreticaJly at present must be very long. Speeds of 
mach 2 and 3 are certainly no limits for commercial air travel and even today there is 
considerable development particularly in U.S.A. to produce a hypersonic aircraft flying 
at a cruising speed of mach 6-10. Such an aircraft can achieve dramatic saving in 
travel time. By 2000 A.D., a hypersonic civil aircraft with a flight mach No. 8-10 
appears feasible (with limits in speed for passenger comfort) a speed which bas already 
been achieved years ago by manned research aircraft. 

The negative effects are high initial price and operating costs, high fuel consump­
tion, high noise level on take-off and landing and the problem of the sonic boom. 
These may seem very pessimistic though they give a true picture of the present 
situation. But we should bear in mind that the present models are only pioneer 
designs and that considerable development potential is still available. 

Yet the Supersonic Civil Aircraft in the form in which it exists at present is an 
excellent engineering achievement promising the busy traveJJers sa\"ing of severtl hours 
on speciaJly long routes. 

c. NJRMALA 

I M.Sc. Mathematics 

23 



The Soundless and Sound 
Deafness is more common in human society than we think it is. In an ordinary 

school we find at least one child in twenty-five who is deaf. Among adults it is one 
among 200,000. It is often said that the deaf need to form a little sub-culture of their 
own in order to be well-adjusted and happy. This is far from true. A deaf child 
grown to an adult who cannot communicate normally with those around him is at a 
disadvantage no matter where he is. 

To make it easier for the deaf child to adjust to his normal environment, his 
education has to begin from his very early years in a total hearing environment. This 
starts at home where his parents play a very important role. In educating the deaf 
there are two methods used. The earlier method was founded by Abee del Epee of 
Paris in the eighteenth century. A language of signs was derived after watching the 
natural gestures the deaf children used while communicating with each other. This 
came to be known as the manual method. It used combination of the language of 
signs and finger spelling, each finger and the angle at which it is held signifying an 
alphabet. 

In the earlier half of the twentieth century, importance was given to the auditory 
experience in the development of language. A method of oral education was deve­
loped. It is the art of learning through the exclusive use of speech lip-reading and 
residual hearing in a completely oral environment. Today greater emphasis is being 
placed in the oral method, and it has been observed that the "oral deaf" adults tend 
to achieve more satisfactory life situations than do their manual counterparts not 
because they are generally more competent or "better adjusted" but because they 
communicate more readily with the hearing members of our society. 

People w i t h impaired 
hearing use bearing aids. 
In some cases however, it 
may not be of any use at all 
except that if they do wear 
an aid people may take 
more care to speak clearly 
to them. For those with 
residual hearing, the aids 
give them an indication of 
the rhythm, pitch and 
length of words. They also 
hear a number of meaning­
ful sounds such as doors 
closing or dishes rattling. 
This helps them to feel a 
part of their environment. 
Without t h i s auditory 
stimulation, life becomes 
something like "living in a 



glass case". Therefore use of a hearing aid early in a child's life is essential for his 
auditory training. 

In the later years of education there is a need for very careful vocational 
guidance and placement. With good programmes paralleling those for htaring children 
there will be a greater opportunity for positions and g(.eater flexibility in job placements 
leading to better adjusted people and hence to happier and more productive lives 
for these people. 

In India, it is only in recent years that thought has been given to finding 
placements for the deaf. Today they are carpenters, tailors and even executives in 
firms. For sometime women were found to be occupied only with tasks such 
as embroidery and lace-making. But now, with shorthand, type-writing, dress making 
and handicrafts forming part of their school curriculum, they are finding better jobs. 
With all this progress, however there is one constant difficulty, the Jack of communi­
cation with hearing people. The main reason for this is the failure on the part 
of normal people to try and communicate with the deaf. If they would only try, this 
gap could be bridged almost effortlessly. 

By RANJINI RAMAN, B.A. 
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Words ... Create ... Communicate 

When the Greeks assigned the function of presenting climactic and crucial 
occurrences in their drama to someone in the ranks of the dramatic personae entitled 
" Messenger" it spoke volumes for their confidence in the efficacy and power of com­
munication. Over centuries this symbol and personification of communication has 
undergone a progressive diminution in stature. Shakespearean messengers often 
wrought havoc as" Romeo and Juliet" and" Antony and Cleopatra" will attest. On 
the twentieth century stage, Vladimir and Estragon await the bleak confirmation of a 
messenger who brings no news- Mr. Godot cannot come, but he will surely come 
tomorrow. 

Communication, which consists of a message, a messenger and an audience 
today seems unsure of the existence of all three. No longer do the messages bring 
about the reversal of fortunes as they did in Greek Drama. In 'Waiting for Godot ', 
the messenger once an instrument of action, merely underlines the stagnant situation. 
Poetry which commenced as the first nurse whose milk according to Sidney little by 
little enabled them "to feed afterwards of tougher know ledges", the source of culture 
and communication in its oral tradition has today receded into the calms of the subjec­
tive with T. S. Eliot's celebrated definition of the lyric as· "the voice of the poet talking 
to himself or to nobody" as its chief defence. 

The twentieth century witnessed a sense of linguistic crisis on a scale hitherto 
unexperienced in the history of literature. Shelley in his "Defence of Poetry" bases his 
claim for the poet's superiority to all other artists on the fact that language is a more 
facile and accurate medium. Today the crisis of language has assumed monumental 
dimensions in literature. Eliot, Yeats, Rilke- all seem to possess a pessimism about 
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the possibility of revivifying the language and what exists in the forms of literary heri­
tage for them are a few isolated and arbitrary symbols, residues of a lost unity, rather 
than p:>inters of a unity to come. Eliot concludes his poem, "The Waste Land", by show­
ing a few arcane fragments of language against the ruin of the present. Yeats will tell 
of his search for a theme, which resulted in him suspecting his 'masterful images' 
a bogus product divorced from '' the foul rag and bone shop of the heart " in, "The 
Circus Animals' Desertion". Eugene lonesco's play "The Lesson" demonstrated 
dramatically this absence of faith in language. Writers have attempted to solve this 
sense of linguistic aridity by using language's secondary potential as a vehicle of 
communication- namely its connotative properties, rhythmic and aural possibilities, 
similarities with other words and forgotten meanings. Correspondingly, an increasing 
tendency to abstract words from their conventionalise~ place in speech has resulted. 
This is a reaction against a fixed and calculated quanta in language and an attempt to 
liberate its repressed energies to form a more protean medium. 

The novel, which began as a journalistic venture and which in its embryonic 
stages was blatantly audience conscious as epistolary and intrusive narrative styles of 
Fielding or Thackeray, has today turned introvert. It has, like all literary forms, 
partaken of the prevalent sense of crisis. In its presentation, it has turned self-~nalyti­
cal, obsessed with tactics and structure and has often had to rely on myth to compensate 
for the loss of communicative potency in its looseness of structure and associative 
patterns. The novel originally an instrument of social reform as in the works of 
Dickens, today in the work of Ortega Gapet no longer is in art that reports the world 
but creates it and one of the predominant themes of the novel bas been the themes of 
art in the novel itself. 

This however is not to state that literature has receded into an area of extreme 
subjectivity in the sense that the man of letters is divorced from the concern and 
problems of modern day living in its entirety. Art in the twentieth century bas played 
a public role and continues to do so. Dramatists like Shaw and Miller have flourished 
by playing the role of conscience in the social and political fields. Bertolt Brecht 
progressed from his early pre-Marxist anarchically exuberant style, through his severely 
didactic period of Marxist Lehrstucke and more popular anti.Nazi propaganda, to his 
mature style of large scale parable plays. Novels like "The Tin Drum" by Gunter 
Grass, the black protest poetry of the American Negro, the search of the African for 
his cultural identity stimulated by Aime Cesaire's concept of Negritude in his "Return 
to My Native Land", the political and historical dimension to the Latin American poet 
Neruda's work, the struggle of post war Russian writer from Solzhenitsyn to Anna 
Akhamatow to the apolitical Brodsky, all attest to the efficacy and dynamism 
of literature'§ communicative power. 

Literature in its embryonic stage was the spontaneous outcome and expression 
of collective social entity rooted in man's culture and his religion. It was the 
expression of a collective consciousness as embodied in myth and archtype. 
Language and fact were in primitive times more organically. linked. It was something 
in which ·the entire community participated- Dionysian festivals, epic poetry or miracle 
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plays. Belonging as it did to the oral tradition, it remained unconfined by demarca­
tions of literacy. As the written word began to dominate, literature grew to be the 
preserve of a literate elite. Elizabethan Drama in all its democracy thus enjoyed 
a dynamism communication. wise, which Restoration Drama in its selectivity did not. 
Prose did contribute to the spread of ideas as the Augustan Age attests. But European 
and Commonwealth literature has tended to veer towards sophistication and to cater 
to an elite with its referential idiom and literary ideologies - Symbolism, Impressionism, 
Futurism, Surrealism, Dadaism. Communication today speaks the vocabulary of 
chaos- distintegration, fragmentation. "Yet things fall apart because the centre cannot 
hold." Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, is more a falling together recalling 
appropriately the derivation of symbol from "symbollein" meaning to throw together. 
The centre exerts not a centrifugal but a centripetal force and the consequence is not 
disintegration but super-integration. The threat to conventional order comes from the 
repudiation-of a filing system. Order derives as much from keeping separate as from 
holding together. But in a situation where conceptual categories change at a pace 
different from linguistic ones, tension in communication is inherent. For the purpose 
of communication, writers, aware of areas in life which established systems of mimesis 
are inadequate in portraying, have deliberately rejected naturalism for fantasy. The 
dramatised metaphor of absurd dramatist Eugene Ionesco's "Amedee'', the use of 
ritual and stylisation in the drama of Yeats and the use of fantasy and distortion in 
the personalised poetry of confessional school poet Sylvia Plath all attest to this. 

Communication is today made difficult by what Benn has unsatisfactorily termed 
ambivalence. Concepts of Freudian ambivalence, and dream logic and the theory of 
Relativity have induced the artist into viewing the whole as one in which reality and 
unreality, logic and fantasy, the banal and the sublime form an indissoluble unity. 
This reached its peak in Surrealism but it is apparent in 'Demian', Hesse's novel in 
which the presiding deity Ambrazas is both man and woman, god and devil, whose 
embrace is both an act of worship and crime and whose presence evokes both terror 
and bliss. Not that this notion of reconciliation of opposites is peculiar to modernism. 
Schelling, Goethe, Hegel, Kierkergaard have all detected paradox and a resolving of 
things both contrary and contradictory, and the existence of contradictions both 
arbitrary and necessary. But what is distinctive and difficult is that the Modernist 
mode demands the reconciliation of two distinct ways of reconciling contradiction, two 
distinct methods which in themselves are also contrary. On the other hand it 
recognises the validity of a largely rational mechanistic Hegelian synthesis, a higher 
unity which preserves the essence of two conflicting elements, whilst at the same time 
destroying them as separate entities. Communication has yet to gather into one 
semantic category such notions as polarity, dualism, dialectic, schizophrenia, synthesis 
and ambivalence which would admit the simple oxymorons as well as the Aristolian idea 
that the highest harmony springs from opposites. This stance of ambiguity bas 
engendered in writers a reluctance to express in simple words what they are attempting. 

Perhaps the dilemma of communication in literature today is enhanced by the 
alienated and exiled posture of the artist within the perspective gained from distance of 
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local origins, class allegiance and the specific obligations and duties of those assigned a 
definite role in a cohesive culture. The writer today is a member of a wandering 
culture-inquisitive group by either enforced exile, or by design. Emigration and exile 
have played their role in affecting communication-Lawrence, Mann, Brecht, Auden and 
Nabokov are some of this breed, and even if the writer holds on to locality as Joyce did 
to Dublin or Hemingway to the Michigan woods, he perceives from the distance of an 
expatriate perspective of aesthetic internationalism. This could severely interfere with 
the assumptions upon which the confidence of communication rests. 

Pessimism with regard to communication has no doubt been exaggerated by the 
extreme contrast of contemporary literature with the past. Modern dramaturgy has 
been labelled the aesthetic of silence because never before had the fragmentary, the 
low-key, the inarticulate, even the incoherent and the frankly non-verbal tendencies of 
theatrical intercourse been so audaciously developed. In earlier theatre when a 
character was silent, aghast, amazed or terrified he yet belonged to the context of the 
play. In Beckett the players are highly literate, the speakers knowing their classics, so 
that communication is manifested in articulacy. Inarticulacy is as much the medium 
as the message. Pinter has stated that he is not concerned with the so-called 
impossibility of communication but with the fear of it. 

But, the problem of communication has engendered a dynamism in literature, 
with anarchy in modern art as a preferred substitute to benevolent tyranny. Small 
wonder then that the Muse in her emancipation grows more attractive liberated into a 
freer personality. 

JEAN MARIE FERNANDEZ 

I M.A. Literature 

A spectator arrived at a local cricket match as the doctor, the 
home team's fast bowler, was whirling into action. "How's he doing?" 
he asked. 

"Very well", came the reply. "He's already gotfive wickets and 
four patients" -Northerner in the Yorkshire Post. 
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While man has the wonderful gift of speech to communicate all that he desires 
to, melodious whistles, roars, twittering, ultrasonic shrieks are just a few of the ways 
in which the other living creatures of the earth communicate. The myriad ways in 
which they talk, keep us guessing about the infinite possibilities of non-linguistic 
communication. 

Most well known is the music produced by the members of the avian orchestra. 
No one can doubt the enchanting loveliness of bird-song. Shakespeare has immortali­
zed the lark as "the herald of the morn.". Thomas Hood pays his tribute in the 
following lines : 

" Look how the lark soars upwards and is gone 
Turning a spirit as he nears the sky 
His voice is heard but body there is none ". 

To fix the vague excursions of the early morning we are awakened by the sweet 
whistle of the drongo, while the crow keeps up a ceaseless, untuneful cawing. One of 
the best soloists is the dhayal who pours forth his melody from morn. As the day 
advances, parks and forests are alive with the twittering and chirpings of bulbuls, 
piedchots conas, mynahs and other birds, interspersed with the liquid - " Koo-hoo, 
Koo-hoo" of the Koel. Like humans, birds use signals that others can hear or see. 

But the ways in which birds use such signals are very different from the ways in 
which we use them. The expression on a bird's face hardly ever changes although the 
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opening of its beak may suggest something. But rufHing the feathers, spreading the 
wings and adopting certain body postures are meant to suggest very special things and 
are very important to the birds. These can indicate fear or anger or whether the bird 
is going to attack or fly away. They make a precise language clearly understood by 
other birds. Every bird bas a repertoire of sound signals for different purposes. There 
are two general kinds of cries, " call notes" and " song". Call notes may mean any­
thing. One call may mean" Here I am, Where are you?". It may be used by birds in 
a flock to keep together. Calls can also mean danger. Song is a "poem of language" 
that birds use during the breeding season. A song may attract a female to a male and 
put her in the right mood for mating. The song of the male can also be a warning to 
other males to keep away. 

Living together in groups, as most birds prefer, presents many problems but 
sensibly most birds avoid fighting and will settle a dispute by exchanging signahl to 
indicate that one bird will back out and withdraw. The aggressive bird adopts a 
display of signs to reveal his hostility, while the peace-making birds show appease­
ment. 

J. C. Bernard of the Laboratory of Acoustic Physiology taped over a thousand 
musical phrases sung by the European Robin. Using a loud-speaker he played for 
instance, "the territorial song" which a robin sings to proclaim his ownership of a 
piece of land. That song when played on a male robin's territory in spring, would 
bring him fiying to attack the intruder. The same song produced no response in 
autumn. 

Besides signals are also used to communicate emotions. A gracke for example 
blinks its eyes in different rhythms to show different emotions. 

When we come to the fascinating field of animal communication, it is seen that 
many creatures use varied signals to convey messages. These signals also have quite 
different meanings at different times. Animal sounds, like words, also seem to take 
their meanings from the context. 

What we consider playing in squirrels is not really so, as was observed and 
comprehended by Jan Taylor of the British Ministry of Agriculture. The flicking of 
tails, scrambling up and down tree trunks and chasing one another is their way of 
communication. Not all signals are as easy to study as that of squirrels, birds, dogs 
and monkeys. The porpoise for example makes some beeps, clicks and whistles, many 
of which are too high for our hearing range. The bat also emits ultra-sonic sounds 
which help it to guide its flight through the night. 

As we delve further into the mysteries of animal communication we find that 
marine creatures have the unique capability of moving within their liquid element 
without producing any sound. This is because bodies moving through a liquid element 
creates a pressure similar to the puff of wind produced by a passing car. The sensory 
line-organs in the fish running from eye to tail interprets these pressure waves. 
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Researches in communication between dolphins reveal their attributes of special 
significance. They are chatter-boxes who utter an incessant stream of whistles, barks, 
clicks and bronx cheers; they have large brains with an extremely precise sonar-like 
navigation device. They utter a series of high-pitched sounds as they travel and by 
judging the rich echoes make fine conclusions as to the size, shape and distance of 
objects in the water around them. 

Coming _to the last of the animals on the evolutionary tree namely homo-sapiens, 
he has perfected his method of communication. Man can now speak or write to a 
person thousands of miles away. In the case of warfare and its tragic results one feels 
that man ought to be able to prevent it even as the animals do in their little circle. 
Can man understand his neighbours and children any better than an animal does? 

PHILOMENA SALDHANA 

II B.Sc. Zoology 

The Message of Modern Pointing 

Art is the signature of human existence. Take away the finest of our buildings, 
sculpture, pottery, painting, music, poetry, drama and dance- what kind of a world 
would result ? 

Art provides a means of probing our response to a great wealth and dt pth of 
human expression. The power of art to contain more than appears on the surface, has 
made it an intimate symbol of man's spirit, his aspiration, and his culture. Art 
forever holds before us, in varyingly beautiful and revealing sym bois, the nature of man 
and his times. 

All art is representational. Without its symbolism, art would only appeal to 
the visual sense of order or stand as a dry imitation. It would not speak to the heart 
or contribute to our mutual understanding. The chief element of all fine art is its 
revealing powers. It opens our eyes to sensuous beauties and spiritual meanings in the 
worlds of human experience and of nature to which otherwise we should remain 
blind. 

Modern pamtmg is to many, the most forcefully expressive in its range and 
intensity. The modern artist conveys the empathy of his own response and the 
imprint of his personality. It must therefore follow that the best art does not merely 
imitate reality, but rather refers to and interprets that reality to present a new 
m1nifestation of it. Every painting offers a fresh view of the world, and each new 
vision enriches our experience of life. 

The art of our time, is, like our time itself, perhaps the most difficult to 
charact~rize and analyse than any in history. Science has altered irrevocably man's 
picture of the physical world, and of himself. Our technology has provided unique 
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experiences- high speed flight, instantaneous communication over great distances, 
expanded ranges of sensory perceptions. The passing of old traditions and beliefs and 
the new patterns of life have robbed civilized man of assurances and securities ; he is 
often doubtful of the meaning and purpose of life and of the very source and nature of 
his own identity. The pr..Jblematic quality of modern life is the outcome of our 
constantly shifting belief, the key question being-what is real? Art in the 
twentieth century transcends the world of myth, allegory and religion to encompass a 
new reality that only exists behind the veil of ambiguity. The modern artist 
communicates not a public agreement about reality but his unique personal vision- the 
outcome of his own instincts, insight and inner experience- a vision impossible to 
communicate in words. This unspoken dialogue is so often denounced as illogical and 
brazenly incomprehensible. In actuality, it is laden with meaning for in its vagaries 
lies the spirit of the modern age- its paradoxes and promises, its hopes and fears, its 
joys and frustrations. 

Modern painting which was born in the middle of the nineteenth century is a 
moving tableau of modern life in its complexity. It tells the story of man and his 
changing world, of changing beliefs and customs, of a new way of seeing and feeling, an 
ever-changing reality. 

Modern painting is the product of uninhibited young artists who, throwing off 
the shackles of tradition, unleashed their emotions, whims, fancies and soul-stirring 
impulses in a torrent of unbridled expression. The reason why the art of today is 
often so little understood is only because there is often too much to understand. 
In the midst of a booming machine age, modern man finds himself alienated, lonely 
in a tumultous impersonal crowd, forever asking the question-why?" In works of 
art he finds the answers. 

"Lauvism ", the first twentieth century movement in p11inting was an emotional 
response to reality in terms of the strongest colour and the boldest linear pattern. 
Ridding themselves of objective representation, the Lauves (nicknamed the "wild 
beasts" because of their shocking discord of brilliant colour) liberated colour from 
its conventional role as the description of the local tone of an object to make colour 
an expressive end in itself. Colour now becomes the " subject" of the picture. 
By this idea, a tree trunk could be vermilion, a sky solid orange, a face could be 
divided down its middle by a green line with contrasting colours on either side. This 
is not realistic colour of emotion. 

"Expressionism" is the manifestation of subjective feeling toward objective 
reality and the world of imagination. With bold vigorous brush strokes, emphatic lines 
and bright colour, the German Expressionists produced splendid, almost savagely 
powerful canvases expressive of intense human feeling. The Expressionist paintings 
communicate the resounding threat of human devastation by war, disease, poverty and 
neurotic fear. It is a bitter commentary on modern civilization communicated in harsh 
distortion of form and colour. We see scenes of spectral, macabte worlds haunted by 
grotesques, masked skeletons, and hanged men (James Ensor). In Munch we have 
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themes of pain, death, and perverse love. In pictures like "The Soream ", Munch 
presents the tensions and psychic anguish that beset modern man and the ultimate 
desolation to which he is prey. The work of Max Beckmann pictured some of the 
darkest moments of the twentieth century, when Nazi tyranny threatened European 
civilization, hounded women, tortured men, prophetic of the death camps George 
Grosy's "Punishment"- a chaos of crumbling buildings in a blazing explosion- seems 
to be a premonition of the apocalyptic obliteration of the world by bombs. 

Cubism, in stern contrast to Expressionism, is no vehicle for personal confession 
and private emctionalism or nihilistic social comment. It demonstrates brilliantly how 
man can use his eyes to see in a totally new way and thus present a new connotation of 
reality. The Cubists discovered a new kind of pictorial space. Perspective space in 
Western painting since the fourteenth century assumed a continuous, unbroken space 
fixed from a single point of view, with all the represented objects in it being simultaneous. 
The Cubists believed that this was neither true to visual fact nor even to the way we 
see, our view of the picture being the result of a great number of eye movements that 
we make as we take it in. In their desire to present the total essential reality of forms 
in space, the Cubists introduced multiple angles of vision and simultaneous presentation 
of discontinuous planes. This simultaneity of different view points destroyed consistency 
of image and appearance and yielded "abstract" form. Cubist paintings are seemingly 
illogical jumbles of angular shapes pieced together rather like a jig-saw puzzle- but there 
is sense in this apparent nonsense. Every shape, plane, and form in the chaos of forms 
suggests the form of the subject. It is for us to let our eyes set out on a new adventure 
to probe the manifold aspects of a disintegrated object. In the process we make new 
and enlightening discoveries. Is not this process of discovery behind externals the 
essence of all life ? 

"Futurism" is the symbol of the kinetic energy of modern mechanized life in 
moments of violently energetic movement. All the electric tension of the Machine 
Age is distilled into the Futurist paintings- the love of danger, of courage, audacity and 
revolt, of aggressive movement and feverish insomnia, and above all, the beauty of 
speed. The Futurist paintings build up in a crescendo of racing cars, battleships, liners, 
airplanes, submarines, railroads, a dramatic summary of the "iron network of speed 
enveloping the earth". Never before did painting so forcefully mirror the throbbing 
pulse of modern life. 

Abstract art is perhaps the most bewilderingly abstract of all modern painting. 
Here all representational elements are renounced and concentration is only upon a 
severely limited vocabulary of colours and shapes: black and white and the primaries­
red, yellow, and blue and straight lines, squares and rectangles. Within thue elements 
are constructed two dimensional designs arranged in such subtle asymmetrical balances 
of line, colour and area that even slight changes destroy the composition. However 
appallingly divorced from visual reality these •'abstract" compositions of colours, shapes 
and lines may seem to be, the artistic content is determined by the same condition that 
produced all great works of the past- which is simply the artist's sensitivity to the 
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rightness of the lines, and the colours of those forms, in his composition. This is pure 
reality uncontaminated by subservience to representation. 

Alongside this intellectualism is a fantastic visionary form of painting­
" Surrealism ". Surrealist painting probea the "more real than real world behind the 
real"- the world of psychic experience. In so doing, it links two worlds together, the 
''conscious" and" subconscious", and discovers a super-reality and so'' re-establishes 
man as psychology instead of anatomy." Surrealism is baEed on the idea of shock 
through paradox, the idea of giving such a jolt to surface consciousness that it is 
dislocated to reveal the hidden mysteries that affect it. Surrealism communicates the 
evocations of the human subconscious with multiple images of multiple symbolic 
meanings conveying the chaotic, colliding and incessantly changing fragments of a 
dream. 

Since World War II, brilliant variations have been made upon the central themes 
of modern art. The shock of the war and its "cold" aftermath, the looming threat of 
nuclear destruction, the spread of human suffering and the haunting fear among many 
that life has no meaning, have sharpened the 'protest of highly semitive artists against 
a mechanized culture that often bas no place for the non conforming individual. 
Expressionism becomes harsher, criticism more caustic, and formalistic art even more 
radically abstracted from the world of appearance. "In an age when traditional values 
and the values of modern life are being criticized as false, it appears that the only value 
left is the belief in the artistic process itself on the grounds that in creativity alone 
resides true humanity. The artist's way of life becomes a possible model for all human 
life, with its religion of free expression its pursuit of identity and self-knowledge 
through art and its overtones of prophetic myticism." 

Y ASODHRA MENON, 

I M.A. Fine Arts 

Baby octupus to mother: " All I want to know is which are my 
hands and which are my feet?" Reamer Keller Cartoons of the month. 
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...... Look outside the broken window 

Objec~s pass before my eyes, 

Monsters of Metal breathing out exhaust fumes. 

People are talking 
in a tongue I do not understand ...... 

Reading 

Bookworms devouring 

the products of diligent authors-

Madmen who maltreat and maim their minds, 

Seizing the sham to shade their shottcomings ; 
An amazing adventure, accomplished. 

Crowds gather to hear 
a leader speaking in the noisy silence­

They hear his words that 
give them his thoughts, but 

Where is the key 

to unlock his feelings? 

People are waving and flailing 
their hands - softly screaming in defeat. 

Some impart, few receive, relate, reject 

Some are playing 
ethereal idols making lost acid-rock music 

Music? 

This man-child sits 
he picks up his airplane 

which hasn't crashed yet 

But will soon 
lo! Communication ...... 

KASHMIRA BHATT 

I B.A. Literature 

P.S. The words in the poem have been "created" from the word "communication" 
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My morning smile 

fetched no return 

only harsh words 

menacing barbs 

swift wound inflicted 

with cold deliberation ; 

grossly misjudged 

and condemned 

I crouch 
beneath a smile 

turned into ashes 

savouring the tastelessness. 

PRIYA PERIYANAYAKAM 

I M.A. Literature 

Long distance call from Jesus ...... 

He never got me on line 

My number was always engaged 

Or - I was not in. 

Worldly pleasures and other trifles 

Kept me busy. 

I had no time for Him 

I didn't even try to ring Him back. 

Therefore His Message I never got. 

He was patient. 

He was kind 

He waited 
He did not give up 

Fifteenth January 

He dialled 
The call got through ... 

Hello ........ . 

Speaking ....... .. 
Ever since ........ . 

Daily Calls 

To Him 
I make. 

IMOGEN MEL 
III B.A. Literature 



C is for competence 

The need of the hour 
0 is for occupation 

The result of it so far, 
Many are the ways; 
In which we communicate 
Morse, radio, freemanship 
And television of late. 

Useful is communication 
In many many ways 

N othing can progress 
without it, these days. 

Ideas motivated inventions 
Such as the telegraph 
C iting these ideas in the past 
Had brought Morse many a laugh. 

As we progress in life ; 
We should never forget 

The wonderful Marconi 
To whom we owe a debt. 

In our busy, busy world 
We must among the nations 
0 pen up new channels of increasing communication. 
Now let us all unite to make our contribution 

Each one, his little mite to the cause of 
COMMUNICATION. 

SHARON SALDANHA 

Pre-University 
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Les Sentiments 

Je suis heureuse at gaie. 

Sur les nuages, joyeusement, je danse. 

La June me voit 

et sourit. 

Mes yeux petillants 

eclipsent le clair de June. 

Les etoiles journt a cache- cache 

avec mol. 

C'est aujourd' hui. 

Mais de main ................ . 

J'ai peur 
qu'un orage ne me mette en miettes, 

et a pres cela ........•......... 

La Mort 

II reste calme et tranquille. 

Maintenant il est libre, plus de douleur. 

Mais, autour de lui, les autres pleurent. 

L'une d'elle, sa femme. 

tout est perdu pour elle. 

Une autre, son amante, 
Son seul ami est parti, 
elle est miserable, son coeur brise. 

Les amis sont tristes et desoles. 

Mais un sourire joue sur les levres. 

Seulement lui, 
il reste calme et tranquille. 

JAYASHREE KRISHNASWA.MY, 

II B.A. Literature. 



The Bridge 

He stood at the other end of the Bridge, looking at the river. His cigarette 
glowed and his eyes narrowed. 

The bridge had been built a hundred years ago. It was a quaint old bridge, with 
a cobbled surface, wide enough for a bullock cart, but perhaps not spacious enough for 
a lorry or even a big car. 

He watched the water sourly; he'd been asked to pull down the bridge, by the 
village authorities. He remembered the thin voice: "We want an engineering marvel 
in this village. The old bridge over the river has to be torn down. In its place, can 
you give us a twentieth century architectural wonder? The mouth had drawn back in 
a hors~y laugh. • "Even twentyfirst century if you can". 

And he, considered the best engineer in the South, had been commissioned. His 
wife bad exulted : "At last your great chance. Show the world your genius. Give 
them something original, something creative". But he thought wryly even if com­
missioned to build small bridges in wayout villages, the genuises of today were probably 
building dams ushering in modern India, the makers of a Steel Age. 

He stamped out the cigarette and turned on his heels. The sun beat him with 
relentless harshness. 

A pair of eyes. Resentful eyes. He shifted uncomfortably. Another pair of 
eyes and another. Faces watched his with sullen mistrust, even hatred. 

He stepped back. The villagers eyed him warily. He laughed and asked : 
"Why do you stare at me like that?'' 

No answer. They vanished into the hamlet in the background. The next day 
he submitted his drawings to the village authorities. 
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Again that horsey laugh: "Good! A good try. You can go ahead." He told 
them about the villagers and their resentment. 

Glinting spectacles. "They don't know what's good for them. It's a super­
stitious bunch. Don't worry about them. Go ahead, you're a talented young man." 

And he had felt a glow of quiet satisfaction. 

The next week the workmen from the city came to the village. 

The old bridge, the guardian angel of the village for a century was quickly and 
mercilessly being torn down by indifferent urban hands. The villagers clustered 
around, their faces pinched with suffering. 

The engineer watched them with irritation. "Your eyes eat out my new 
bridge,'' he said sharply. "All this building is being done for you and you look as 
though we've murdered your grandfather." 

One villager said with startling simplicity, "But you have!" He ignored them. 

In two months his dream began to take shape-an architectural wonder, a 
magnificent epitome of the Age of Steel. 

The village authorities pushed through crowds of hostile villagers. They 
beamed, "An architectural wonder," they whinnied. "A breath of the future. A 
vision of Modern India ! " 

The villagers watched with angry eyes as the old bridge was splintered. A 
century lay bleeding in the dust before Modern India. 

The engineer in good humour tried to placate them. " You have killed our old 
bridge," they told him, ''We hate you" He said," stunned" It's your bridge. Your 
village authorities wanted this, it's yours". They laughed with sneering hate "Our 
bridge? This grotesque monster? It has murdered our old bridge". He stammered 
" Your village authorities ... " 

He was suddenly called back to the city by his firm. When he went back he 
was told abruptly to forget about the bridge in that village for a time. There was 
more important work. 

The steel wonder crouched, forgotten, an incomplete ghost of Modern India. 

The new bridge looked less of an architectural wonder, the vision of a Steel 
Age or the epitome of Modern India, than a forgotten half-built mockery of 
yesterday. The villagers watched the chagrin of the authorities with grim satisfaction. 
The breath of the future hung like a fading memory of an empty dream. 

But the old bridge had fallen. 
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NEELA MANDE 

II B. A. Literature. 

A small computer with built-in gallantry has been on show. It 
tells people's ages afrer receiving answers to questions. But one question 
is, "Are you female ?''-and if the answer is "Yes", the computer 
automatically gives the age as "21 ".-Pat Englehart. 
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1976-77 

The Students' Union President began with the goal of making this year 
1976-1977, "A Year to Remember" and it has been in many ways a lovely year, fresh, 
fragrant, forever alive. As one visits the Museum of the Past how many triumphs 
how many joys and disappointments too come flooding back . 

.July : 

The Students' Union first appointed four Committees-The Cultural Committee, 
The Publicity Committee, The Students' Welfare Committee and the Students' Union 
Committee. 

Each week, there were mysterious parties, wafts of song, shrieks of recognition, 
hesitant queries. Each of the senior classes organised a 'Know Your Seniors' social. 
It was fresh, casual and lovely. 

The Literature, Quiz, Economics and Sanskrit Clubs were formally inaugurated . 

.August: 

Stella Maris was filed with girls marching with banners held aloft. A lot of 
people were signing on impressive looking papers. What on earth was happening? 
SMC collaborated with other city colleges on a state level in an "Anti-Dowry cam­
paign.". They signed a declaration that they would neither give nor receive dowry. 
Hope they remember when it comes to them. 

Let's trot down (or is it up?) to Assunta Hall. It is the 12th of August. The 
Tamil Club (one of the most active clubs of the year) was inaugurated by Mr. Thendamiz 
Kondal. He spoke effectively and forcibly on ''Literature and Practical Life ". 
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August 14th, 1976 
Chanting of the Ushas-slowly rising dawn-young students round their Rishi and 

Guru listening to the words of Wisdom-a pooja-the softness and fragrance of incense 
then Dushyantha and Sakuntala in their immortal classic pose of love ... Holi .•..•• 
Diwali ...... Pongal. .. people standing on their heads, twisting arms and legs ... Yoga. 
These are just a few vignettes from the two.hour cultural programme organised by the 
History Club. " Nationalisation '' was the theme of the Independence Day Programme 
and 0-1 was tastefully decorated. The History Club came on scene with a bang and 
stayed on with intermittent bangs. 

August 23rd 1976 
Sanskrit Club commemorated the immortal poet Kalidasa with a striking and 

lovely dance-drama, Kumarasambhava. This year was different from the stereotyped, 
almost predictable programmes of the previous years. But oh where ... ch where did 
this intial burst disappear? 

Quiz Club came up with a reform programme-they methodically conducted 
Quiz Programmes every week on various subjects in order to disseminate General 
Knowledge. This went on in August, September through the Semester. A suggestion­
outsiders should be invited to conduct a Quiz for the Quiz Club. 

Debating Club worked without much fuss- they produced much heat ... 
and light. But they did break their own records by walking away with seventeen 
trophies this year won at various Inter-Collegiate and state level competitions. Kudos 
and three cheers ! 

The land of milk and honey ... that's our Canteen. The Kala Club with the 
TNDDC opened a milk bar in the college. Will future Stella Marians be distinguished 
with rosy cheeks?! 

There was " Tiger Hunting " a " Kheddah Operation " and " Wild Life 
Sanctuarie5." It was the Zoology Club which began by screening three movies true to 
their " pedigree ". 

Literature Club began with an Intra-mural Poetry Reading Competition. The 
winner was Priya Pararajasekaran of the Pre-University Class. This was followed soon 
after by another Inter-Collegiate competition. The Literature Club regaled us with 
Poetry and left it at that. To " their high requiem they became a sod" ... they weren't 
heard of in the second semester. 

The Kala Club further organised cartoon classes by Mr. Maya. Th~y were 
attended by non-art students. 

Came September : 

And there was the Inter-Collegiate Quiz organised by the Sanskrit Club 
on" Indian Mythology". They resurrected Rama-Ravana and Kumbakarna. It was 
interesting, informative and hilarious because of the mistakes. 
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History Club had movies galore... ''The System of Elections in the U.S.A." 
and three more on the U.S. Elections and a talk by Mr. Palmer on the same. Didn't 
know U.S. campaigned out here too ! 

On the 30th of September they had an interesting Symposium on "Black 
Struggle in the U.S." presided over by Mr. Ram, a research scholar of Jawaharlal Nehru 
University. 

"To gain skill and knowledge in a practical manner, to meet, discuss and think of 
a humanistic approach to the pure science of Chemistry" chanted the President of the 
Chemistry Club and worked hard to realise this aim. 

The club organised Tuition classes for the Pre-University students. The 
members visited the "Central Institute of Plastics and Engineering Technology " for the 
"open house day". 

The talk by Dr. S. Swaminathan on "Some Aspects of Modern Organic 
Chemistry" turned out to be lovely, interesting and informative. Suggestion: please 
do organise talks or demonstrations on Chemistry for non-science students to 
'-'humanise" the subject ? It would be very useful. 

The Dramatics Club had very brief scenes ; they b~lieve in one-act plays. An 
Inter-year Play Reading Competition won by first years, an Inter-year Dramatics 
Competition when the P. U.'s walked away with the best play award and best 
actress award. After this the club ceased to function. 

" Dreams and Memories" ... that would summarise the year. But in fact it was 
a talk organised by the Zoology Club by Dr. Vaidyalingam, Professor of Psychiatry, 
Stanley Medical College, 

The Inter-year variety entertainment organised by the Union consisted of skits, 
music and fashion show. The prize went to the second years. 

Teachers' Day and Workers' Day ... days of intensive but momentary awareness 
of these tireless workers. Mention must be made of the personal touch which the Union 
adopted towards the workers. 

October a month of activity 

Hushed silence-expectant sighs, a darkened room" Sh if you make a noise, I' 11 
shoot" the scene was Museum Theatre. It was the annual production of the college 
play "Arms and the Man" deftly directed by Miss Karin Kapadia and ably acted by 
the crew and how on eerth did they manage such gorgeous settings and costumes? 

The Chemistry Club went on an educational tour to Mettupalayam, Ooty 
and Coonoor. 
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The Tamil Club was in full swing. October 6th witnessed a Group discussion 
on "The Position of Languages in the Semester of Pattern of Education" lively .. .inte­
resting. 

October 8th saw a Quiz programme mostly on Tamil Literature but also of 
general intereat. 

October 20th something new, novel and rare an Inter-Collegiate debate ''Revol­
utionary ideas are most profuse in the works of Bbarathiar rather than Barathidasanar.'' 
Vaisbnav College walked away with the Team Prize and Sudha of the same college was 
adjudged the best speaker. 

25th October-29th October saw the "Economics Week" organised by the 
Economics Club. They bad the usual Inter-collegiate debate, essay and oratorical 
competitions. 

Which reminds me ... whatever happened to the "Music Club"? Stella Maris 
without these frequent music programmes was rather dead and dull. 

November: 

Saw-disaster-apart from Examinations, that is-many students voluntfered for 
relief work in the havoc caused by the floods. The Union donated Rs. 2000/- apart 
from a large quantity of old clothes. It was indeed remarkable that so many students 
helped make food packets, worked at the relief camps in Vyasarpadi, Alayamman Kovil 
and other places. 

The first semoster came to a close and with the New Year came the faded enthu­
siasm, flagged energies and such lethargy over the college, as has never been seen. 

January limped with activity with three sad days with an Inter-collegiate drama 
and music competition popularly known as the Youth Feast. It began with a whimper 
and faded into a sigh. Some curious ailment of apathy had struck the campus. 

Tamil Club crowned its activities of the year with its three day " Muthamizh 
Vizha" on the 31st January, 1st and 2nd February. 31st saw Kavi Arangam presided 
over by Mr. Subbu Arumugam. The rendering of the Tamil Poets of the Sangam 
Age, Medieval Age and Pressent times was a heartfull treat. 

February 

lst February saw a Music competition. 

2nd February-a truly original and innovating programme. The Tamil Club 
dramatised the novel " Kadavu" by Mrs. Kamala Sadagopan and in her august 
presence too. The script was by Manimekalai (Ill B.Sc. Zoo.). The function was a 
grand success, an ambitious effort repaid in full measure by its unqualified success. 
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The Zoology Club had an intriguing and brilliant talk by Dr. Dharmaraj on 
Genetics and Genetic Counselling. So now you know about all those funny tadpoles 
which determine your sex character. 

The highlight of the Semester and in a way of the year, a programme with 
some genuine gusto and enthusiasm was the staff variety entertainment presented 
by them to collect funds for the handicapped children. 

There's only one word for it. Super. It was great to see them all on stage 
and as the Vice-President Rathika quipped "Thank God they don't compete with 
us. We're bound to loose'' . I wish the Staff Cl~>~b would present one every year. 

February was also the month of days- College Day, Hostel Day and Sports 
Day. For College Day, we had two distinguished guests-Or. Malcolm C. Adise~hiah, 
our Vice-Chancellor and the Revered Mother General of the Franciscan Missionaries of 
Mary. Rain came down as an interruption but the colourful programme· of dance 
and song continued-the spirits not dampened in the least. 

The Semester came to a close with the Union Day organised for the students 
when prizes for the silent workers of the college are awarded by the Union. 

And it's all over now .. those moments of joy, activity, triumph and 
disappointment and it has been a " merry go-round" all the same and a " year to 
remember "-remember and learn to participate in the measure of joy born in 
activity and not sink into apathy. 

SIVAGAMI, S. 

I M.A. Literature 
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Stella Maris has won laurels once again on the sports field. She has won the 
much coveted trophy for athletics at the A. L. Mudaliar sports meet this year. And 
for the fourth time in succession she has has carried away a triumphant trophy for all 
major games held at the inter-collegiate level. 

Cricket: 

Stella Maris won the Inter-collegiate tournament for the second time. The 
victorious team : 

Sumathi Iyer (Capt.) III B.A. Sociology, Suguna C.T.M. II B.A. History, 
Vibha, M. I B.A. Sociology, Shobha K. I B A. Economics, Pushpa Iyer II B.Sc., 
Rathika, S. I B.Sc., Chemistry, Dorothy I B.A. Public Relations, Ameeta, Pre-Univer­
sity, Bhuvana, Pre-University, Hastha II B.A. Sociology, Anita, S. II B.Sc., Rajini I B.A. 
Economics, Shobha S. II B A. Fine Arts, Ambujam Pre-University, Sagiri II B.A. 
Literature,Kalpana II B.A. Sociology~ 

Sumathi, Suguna, Shobha K., Rathika, Pushpa and Vibha represented the 
Madras University at the All India Inter-University Tournament at Calicut. 

Sumathi, Su.guna and Shobha also represented Tamil Nadu at the National 
Cricket Tournament held at Gorakbpur. 

Ball Badminton : 

Stella Maris emerged the victors in the Inter-collegiate tournaments. 

The team: 

Padma, M. (Capt) II M.A. Economics, Jayanthi II B.A. Fine Arts, Sharada 
II B.A. Sociology, Padma Sundari II ij.A. Sociology,_ Chitra I B.Sc. and Sumathi Jyer 
III B.A. Sociology. 
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Hockey: 

We emerged runners up in the Inter-collegiate tournament losing to Women's 
Christian Cpllege in the Finals. Mr. Attula Khan of I.C.F. was the coach. The team 
comprised of S. Balanjali (Capt.) II B.Sc., Tara Verghese III B.A. Fine Arts, Shobha 
Kuruvilla III B.A. Economics, P. Bhuvani II B.Sc., Madonna D'Costa III B.A. Sociology, 
Audrey Sreshta II B.A. Sociology, Anne Joachim II B. A. Fine Arts, Ann D'Monte, 
II B.A. Fine Arts, Belinda Tan, Pre-University and Stella Stephen II B.Sc. 

Anne Joachim :and Audrey Sreshta represented the Madras University at the 
All India Inter-University meet held in Myaore. 

Tenni•: 
Stella Maris repeated the splendid performance of last year by winning the finals 

of the inter-collegiate tennis tournament. The team which won the trophy is as 
follows: 

Priyadarshini Vishnu Mohan, II B.A. Economics, Amreeta Ahluwalia, Pre­
University and Anuradha, I B.Sc. Chemistry. 

Volley Ball : 

We were runners-up in the inter-collegiate matches. 
The team: 

Merilyn Jones (Capt.) III B.A. Economics, Bhavani I M.A. Economics, Prabha 
II B.A. Sociology, Malathi II B.A. History, AntoS. Pre-University, Bina I B.A. History, 
Vijayalaksbmi, Pre-University and Padmini I B.A. Fine Arts. 

Basket Ball : 

Stella Maris carried away the inter-collegiate trophy for the eighth time, and 
the fifth time in succession. We also emerged winners in the Inter-Divisional matches 



held in Katpadi. The person responsible for these victories was our coach Mr. 
B. Muniappa. The team: Sowji Palandy (Capt.) III B.A. Sociology, Sudha Kini II M.A. 
Literature. Sandhya Ramaswamy III B.Sc., Madonna D'Costa JII B.A. Sociology, 
P. Bhuvani II B Sc, Nirmala I B.A. Economics, Vani I B.A. Literature, Tenaz I B.A· 
Fine Arts, Lakshmi, Angarkanni and Sudha, Pre-University. 

At the Twentyseventh Nationals held in Bangalore, the girls who represer:tcd the 
Tamil Nadu team were Souji (Capt.) Sudha Kini, Sandbya, Lakshmi and Angarkanni. 

Table Tennis : 
After a long break, we won the Inter-collegiate Table Tennis Championship, 

thanks to Vidya, Pre-University, and S. Jayalakshmi, I B.A. Public Relations. 

Vidya also represented the Madras University and Tamil Nadu. 

Shuttle Badminton : 

We stilt have a long way to go before we claim the trophy. 
The team: 

Radhika (Capt.) II B.A. Literature, Sandhya Balakrishnan, Pre-University and 
Shakila II B.A. History. 

Rifle Shooting : 
S mdhya Balakrishnan has claimed many honours for herself and the college. 

She was also a member of the Madras University team which won the Inter-university 
tournament. 

Athletics: 
The team which played a very important role and helped us win the A. L. 

Mudaliar Trophy after a long break : V. Vijayalakshmi I B.A. Economics, Rosa 
Anthony, I B.A. Economics, S. Anto, Pre- University, Gerardine Ferrier, Sharon 
D' \1onte, Rani Bhavani and Kalyani, Pre-University, Sharon Garlow II B.A. Economics, 
Madonna O'Costa III B.A. Sociology, and P. Bhuvani II B.Sc. Three new records 
were made: one by Vijayalakshmi in High Jump and the others by our relay team in 
the 4 x I 00 metres and 4 x 400 metres relays. 

The Annual Sports Day was held on the 26th February, 1977. The individual 
chtmpiomhip wa~ won by G!rardine Ferrier of the Pre-University class. The second 
y~ars walked away with the shi~ld for winning the maximum number of games in the 
inter-year matches. Congratulations to the staff who did very well, winning all the 
staff versus students matches. 

And finally, a big thank you to Mrs. Mangaladurai without whose valuable 
guidance, we would not have been able to achieve such successes. 
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Cricketers ... they bowled'em o'er ... 

The A. L. Mudaliar Trophy... for the fourth time too! 



Arms and the Man ... 

Raina ... Blurtschli 

Petkoff ..• Nicola Louka .. . Sergurs 

and all .. . in the garden ... 



Of Arms and the Man ........ We Sing 

The scene has shifted to the Museum Theatre this year a little earlier than 
usual, and the setting sun of October saw the peacocks cluster around the entrance of 
that musty red building once again. Stella Maris was putting up Bernard Shaw's, 
'Arms and the Man.' 

There it was at last ! A delay of about fifteen minutes and then the velvet 
curtain rose to a magnificent flourish. The bed chamber. setting was rather good if 
one forgot Shaw's insistence on •rich Bulgarian' and 'cheap Viennese'. 

Catherine's (Jayalakshmi's) entry was all that it should be, and her cry of 
Rah-ee-na set the play rolling. She was every inch a dignified Petkoff. The smugness 
with which she turned the tables on 'dear Paul' during the coat incident and her dry 
little retorts fetched cheers. Louka (Preminda) bustled in with an 'If you please 
Madam' and informed the blissful Catherine and Raina about the shooting in the 
streets. Louka, according to Shaw, should have been so defiant that her servility to 
Raina is almost insolent. Here; Louka was insolent all right. But coupled with it 
was a pertness that had a spoilt-girl lustre. 

Bluntschli's climbing into the dark room was very effectively done- the 
suspense was unbearable. The switching on of the lights, however, rather disappointed 
our expectations. Where was the ' trim soldier-like carriage?' And the 'energetic 
manner?' Much of what he said went unheard in the beginning though he did regain 
some confidence and volubility in the last act-due perhaps to the awe-inspiring Jove of 
Raina. 

" I've no ammunition. What use are cartridges in battle? I always carry 
chocolates instead. '' While Bluntchli's stature was disappointing, there were flashes 
of good acting. 

Raina's rather delayed appearance here can be explained by her 'irritating' 
habit of waiting for the right moment. One got used to Priya and that's what counts, 
doesn't it? The role she threw herself into, that of beautiful, charmin&, day-dreaming 
Raina, was maintained at one level throughout the play. 

Sergius-the one whose 'portrait' we saw before-looked most Byronically 
handsome. Remember, ''It was the cradle and the grave of my military reputation?" 
Well, he looked like Sergius, spoke like Sergius and acted like Sergius. And what 
more could anyone want ? 

As for Nicola, be positively bounced about the stag-e. His wig and his jerking 
·eyebrows, his dimunitive stature, all added up to give an effect that was to say the least, 
hilarious. If he had the soul of a servant, it was probably the perkiest soul we'd ever 
beheld. 
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But the one who really swept us off our feet was Petkoff. His (Lakshm~ 
Manian's) entrance was so stunning that a moment elapsed before the play could 
proceed. Credit must be given not only to Lakshmi's deep insight into the nature of 
her role but also to the costume and make-up that helped her come so close to the 
image that Shaw and the audience had in mind of Petkoff. 

All said and done, the performance was rather good, though a better res­
ponse from the audience would have made it even more so ... 

All credit must be given to the props, costume, make-up-and sets committee 
who did an extremely good job of the mammoth work that rested on their capable 
shoulders. Talking of sets, anyone knows what happened to the library? After all 
the fuss that Mr. and Mrs. Petkoff have made of it, we find it simply not there. 
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Karin Kapadia deserves all kudos for her wonderful direction. 

Courtesy: UDAYA. 
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Youth and Directed Social Change 

The National Service Scheme of our institution involves about four hundred 
students in community service and nation building activities. The students involved 
are mostly undergraduates and belong to various disciplines. The N.S.S. is a part of 
their extra-curricular activity. The youth power thus organised is cbanneli~ed roainly 
in two directions, rural and urban community development activities. The aims of the 
projects under the National Service Scheme are : 

I) To create an awareness of the existing resources and the responsible 
utilisation of them. 

2) To orient the people regarding self-reliance, co-operation and self-deter­
mination. 

3) To make them aware of the political and administrative issues that affect 
their lives. 

4) To create an awareness of the driving and restraining forces in their social 
situations. 

5) To lead them to the realisation of the need for unity and fellowship in the 
community. 

For effective communication the students involved seek the help of audio-visual 
aids and materials which have proved to be the best means of making a mes~age intelli­
gible to the people. Various need-based and subject-oriented films have been screened 
and re-screened if necessary. 

Flash cards are indispensable tools in imparting information to the people 
at appropriate places. The constant use of these pictorial cards enable even the 
most illiterate person to understand and receive the message ; for instance, flash 
cards on hygiene, health and sanitation are explained to groups of people waiting 
for their turn in a primary health centre or a village dispensary. Done at the 
correct time, it has a salient effect. 

Exhibitions are periodically conducted on subjects relevant to the needs of the 
people. Facts and figures are presented to the people through simple charts which are 
easy to understand even by a layman. 

Cultural programmes are an effective mode of communicating a message 
which is easily given and received by the people. The college N.S.S. group has a 
cultural wing which bas received much appreciation in the nearby areas. 

House contacts also bring about effectively a close relationship with the 
community and is indispensable for effecting attitudinal change. This calls for real 
identification with the people and once the identification is accomplished, the people 
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do realise that as an integra I part of the community they are also essential for 
progress. Some have realistd that lethargy and indifference do not pay whereas 
hardwork and co-operation bring considerable reward. Mutual trust and acceptance 
from the community is very essential for any group endeavouring to work with them. 
Once this is gained, the community will then be prepared to work hand-in-hand with 
the volunteers even to an unbelievable extent. All this is possible to achieve only if 
the volunteers basically have the faith in the community members and treat them as 
responsible individuals. 

'IOIIt:R 

Courtesy N.S .S. Officers 

~OR 

~RRISI: 
"Who hath ears to hear, let him hear". (Math . 13.9) 

We were both blind and deaf- We had eyes- and we did not see. We had 
ears and we did not hear. We 'believed' in Jesus- and we did not know Him. He was 
our Shepherd- and we did not hear His words ...... And then, the miracle took piace. 
A miracle similar to that described by St. Mathew: ''So Jesus had compassion 

on them and touched their 
eyes . and immediately their 
eyes received sight, and they 
followed Him". (Math. 
29:34). Now for the first 
time we saw Jesus- not as 
an unapproachable God­
but as a Person, as our 
saviour, our teacher, our 
friend and our guide. Now 
His messages began coming 
in loud and clear. What 
before had b e e n mere 
dogm and printed words, 
now came amazingly alive. 

For many of us the Youth for Christ Rally was a time of renewal, a time of 
spiritual re-birth. Until then, we had been like the women of Canterbury, of whom 
Thomas a Becket in Eliot's play ''Murder in the Cathedral" said, "They know and do 
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not know . .''. But now we knew in Him is Salvation and the way to Eternal Life. How 
often we had heard the words "For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life." But it was as if we had never really heard them until the Rally. How often we 
had heard the one great commandment of Jesus." A new commandment I give unto 
you: love one another as I 
have loved you.'' But the 
words had never really 
registered. Love was an 
attribute of God-it had 
nothing to do with us. The 
gospel was just a part of 
the New Testament-today, 
the Gospels, are the good 
news of Jesus to every one 
of us. Today, we know that 
they really do contain the 
message of salvation, and 
the secret of a true Christian 
life. Above all they contain 
the reassuring message of 
God's love for US not only for the ''world" but for everyone of us. Before the Rally 
we knew that God loved us- but we didn't believe it; we knew that He was 
Merciful- but inside us was the lurking fear that He was also a God of wrath and 
vengeance. Now, however, the m~ssage and the image of God are no longer distorted. 
We see Him, we hear Him and we understand Him as we never did before. 

In our hearts there is now a new joy and peace; a love of the Word of God ; 
and above all, the desire and the ability to communicate directly with God through 
personal, informal prayer. About two thousand years ago, a miracle was performed. 
The same miracle has also been performed in our lives. "The people which sat in 
darkness saw a great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of 
death, Light is sprung up." (Math. 5: 16). 

CHRISTINA JoSEPH, M.A. 

Department of English 

On a hill in Kenya the Company Commander buried his head in his 
hands as his men made a futile attempt to crawl undetected to the top. 

"Pathetic" he grunted to his aide. 

"Tell them to go back and try again. They might learn something 
from those two lions that have been stalking them for the last half hour."­
S. Syson 
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To Cool Sequestered Places 

Chemists at Ooty : 

Chemistry is a link between U'> and the material and industrialised world around 
us. Our curiosity to learn more about the world around took us on an educational 
tour to the Blue Mountains that beckoned to us. 

The scenic beauty was superb- a real feast to the eyes. Our stopover in 
Mettupalayam took us to the Wattle Extract Limited. Thanks to them we obtained a 
sound knowledge of the tanning industry. Wattle is essentially extracted from the 
bark of the wattle tree, growing on the hills at great heights. This chemical plant is 
the only one of its kind in India. We also had the opportunity of seeing the bleaching, 
dyeing and printing \lf cloth. 

From Mettupalayam we went to Ooty by bus, and stayed in a friend's house 
which became the nucleus of our activities. While in Ooty, we visited the Hindustan 
Photo Films, the makers of photographic sensitised materials such as Medical X-rays 
and roll films. We also went to the Government Botanical Gardens and were delighted 
to see such colour and beauty in the flowers. Our meeting the Todas (the oldest hill 
tribes) was a beautiful encounter with a people we hardly know. 

Dodabetta-the highest peak in Tamil Nadu took us by surprise with the bird's 
eye view we got. 

One of the days we re;erved especially for Coonoor, where we visited the famous 
Pasteur Institute. We were told of the deadly rabies for which effective treatment is 
being given through vaccine. It is here that they make the polio vaccine too. We 
were also given poignant accounts of the sacrifices made by great Indian scientists. 

These days were soon over and we bad to return to college, but not without 
coming a bit closer in our understanding of each other and the scientific world 
around us. 

Mathematicians at Ooty : 

I have some memories-of a half and two dozen girls making their way into a 
railway compartment ; of a sleepless night in the train-spent in breathless anticipation 
of what was to come of a little blue and yellew toy train chugging up the Nilgiri Hills ; 
of stately eucalyptus trees and vast tea estates ; of a steeply little station up among the 
hills; of a huge warm room at the Teachers' Training Institute of Nazareth Convent. 
Ootacamund. 

I have some memories-of a glorious one hour of boating in the rain by the 
lakeside; of the unforgettable view from Dodabetta and from Glenmorgan ; of pretty 
coloured roses at the Botanical Gardens and at the Coonoor Sim's Park, of a visit to 
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the Pasteur Institute at Coonoor; of a long, long, ever so long walk down the hillside to 
the bus stop; of a beautiful sight-sky, lit up by myriads of stars that watched over a 
group of girls that made their way homeward fr<'m the Hotel that had served them a 
fantastic dinner. 

I have some memories of disappointmt:nt in not going down the Glenmorgan 
Hill side in a winch ; of an irate class representative ticking vff her girls for not being 
ready on time; of sore-throats, colds, coughs, head-aches, knee aches and even 
temperature all borne without a word of a complaint. 

I have some memories-some unforgettable ones of people, of the Mother 

Superior and of Sr. Josephine of the Nazareth Convent ; of the warm-hearted, extremely 
helpful girls of the Teachers' Training Institute; and among my own clan, of good 
singers ; fantastic mimics; of kind, warm hearts ever willing to help the others; of 
Sr. Juliana and of Mrs. Chandra Parthasarathy, our escorts without whom these 
memories would have been totally non-existent, of a deep sense of satisfaction in having 
surmounted the numerous difficulties that cropped up initially, and of having lived 
through four days of bliss unalloyed! 

Economists at Bangalore 

Two hours before zero hour, on the second day of September, we left Madras 
for a couple of days to a hitherto unseen Bangalore. While our companions slumbered 
p~acefully, we spent the night singing, clapping, and playing lharades. The grand finale, 
was the landing of a glass bottle in our compartment; undaunted, we pursued our 
noise production and towards the early hours of dawn we huddled in shapeless bundles 
one on top of each other to snatch forty winks of sleep. 

Early morning found us in the garden city of India and off we trotted into the 
Rail way Retiring Room and a few hours later we were awed by the mysteries of 
H MT factory at Jalahalli, at the precision of the inmates who sat and stared within 
glass doors. 

We left in the early morning for Mysore. On the way we were shown Tipu 
Sultan's prayer hall, summer palace, and Tippu's tomb. 

Our spirits soared at the Art Gallery; exciting exhibits were displayed, including 
royal chairs_(they sat on such hard ones) musical clocks (thanks to guide Gopal, 
we could not wait to see it chime) and Ramayana ins::riptions on one rice grain. 
Seeing is believing ! 

Our next stop was Chamundeswari Hills where there i~ a striking statue of 
" Rakshas Mahishasur ". The sensation of the day was Brindavan-a garden of such 
breath taking beauty! 
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Music ... 

Music ... 

and Mirth ... 



Back at Bangalore, we did a little bit of sightseeing- Lal Bagh, Vidhan Soudha, 
R. K. Mutt and Bull Temple. 

Tir~d and ha;>py we left by the night train, sweet memories in our minds. 

NIRUPA 

III B. Sc Chemistry 

K. SARASWATHI 

III B. Sc Mathematics 

USHA 

II M.A. Economics 

Hostel Life 

The year began reluctantly. The new students, many homesick and apprehensive 
arrived first and the seniors came a whole week later. The seniors organized a social 
for the freshers, following a time honoured custom. The fashion parade was a swirl of 
skirts and dainty saris as freshers, nervous and unsure at first, got into the spirit of it 
all. Annie Franco was crowned the Queen with Amala Tharakan and Padmaja Prasad 
as the runners up. For the judges it was a very tough choice. This social certainly 
broke the ice and brought the freshers and seniors together. Soon the freshers returned 
the compliment and a charming chimney sweep invited the seniors to the mad, fun-filled 
Return Social. Weren't they talented! And musically especially. 

After these socials, life in the hostel went on at a steady pace. Floors rang with 
martial cries as newly initiated ' karatekas' performed enthusiastically to an ever­
interested audience. 

Days marched relentlessly on, and soon it was (help!) time for the e:xaminations. 
Girls earnestly began to prepare for their tussle with the books. When this nightmare 
was (mercifully) a thing of the very recent past, the merry rain-god provided a diversion 
to awaken the poor, mentally exhausted girls. 

Then came the floods. Girls woke up screaming at unearthly hours of the 
morning to see their suitcases floating in inches of water. Nervous excitement ran high 
as everyone became convinced that this was to be another Noah's flood. Someone with 
a funny sense of humour remarked that this time, things would be more impressive 
because no one had thought of building an ark. We11, obviously the rain didn't really 
m~an us any harm, because the waters subsided quietly by lunch time. 

Breaking tradition, this year we had a Carol Service at the chapel instead of the 
usual Christmas Social. Everyone listened solemnly, as Mr. Thomas George spoke 
about the true meaning of Christmas. 
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A long break and in January we began our second Semester. Hostel Day was to 
be the highlight of this Semester and of the whole year too, and everyone looked 
forward to it. St. Josephs and Our Lady's became two distinct hostels, for once, as the 
competitions began. Relays, skipping, lemon and spoon race ,the girls clapping and 
cheering their hostel mates ... the football match - a mad, fun game where the crowds 
went wild till their throats nearly gave up, waving flags and pink feather dusters in the 
air·-· St. Joseph's won by a solitary last minute goal. Our Lady's won the tug-of-war ... 
things looked almost even, but St. Joseph's walked away with the games cup by a few 
points. 

Practice for the entertainment for Hostel Day began in earnest though time was 
flying fast-the entertainment committee bit their nails-everything seemed to be moving 
so very slowly. All of a sudden, the Hostel Day was dramatically upon us. The hostel 
was decorated to represent spring. All day we had "food, glorious food" ... of the 
quantity, quality that could make every girl a poet ... at tea time, the hostelites were 
quite unrecognisable as they, smartly dressed and groomed, showed their guests around. 
Zero hour ... the audience sat hushed in the old library as a soft pleasant voice at the mike 
invited them to the entertainment. Congratulations, Entertainment Committee, you 
did a great job. It was one lovely evening of fun ... the country court scene, (wasn't the 
judge handsome?). Donnanne's Muthasany buying his 'chickin' ... the 'Mills and Boon' 
parody ... the open heart surgery·-· Souji's beautiful rendering of Hasta Mananna had 
just that sentimental tone that brought this perfect evening to a close. 

Sometime later, the hostel regained its breath. All that excitement subsided 
painfully. Nostalgia was in the air. St. Joseph's organized floor parties to say fare­
well to their third years. Our Lady's had one social around a bonfire the embers died 
we sang Auld lang syne. 

Before anyone was aware of time, the revision holidays caught us around the 
corner. The hostels were quiet, half empty as girls went home to study. Days spent 
in desperate study; bot days and oppressive nights, hot drinks from Thermos flasks to 
keep sleep away ... books, books, books, ... exams loomed larger and larger ... hit us like a 
tidal wave and then unexpectedly left us dry on the shore. It was time to say goodbye. 
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The Alumnae Speaks 

Letters, one of the oldest forms of communication, serve to bridge the distance 
between our alumnae and us. The sweet nostalgia that accompanies them is contagious ... 
we only wish there were more such letters ... 

Joyce Antao (B.A. Literature 1974) writes : 

Madras 
11-3-'77 

I have just completed my Secretarial Course at Davar's College and having 
fared well, they have offered me a job in the same place. 

Congratulations Joyce! 

S. Hemalatha (B.Sc. Chemistry 1976) has similar news: 

Madras 
15-3-'77 

I have completed a successful period of six months in this organisation (a Bank) 
and am getting on well. 

Manjula Devi (M.Sc. Mathematics 1975) writes in appreciation: 

Madras 
2-3-'77 

I am really grateful to you for your kind help. I cannot forget all that you 
have done for me. 

In a long informative letter, Daya (M.Sc. Mathematics 1975) has interesting 
information to share : 

Madras 
2-3-'77 

I am now doing a graduateship course in Operations Research and I may take 
about three years to complete it, since the scope of Operations Research is so vast. 
Some of the subjects included here are Cost Accountancy, Economics, Industrial 
Engineering and Computer Programming besides of course Maths, Statistics and 
Operations Research. It is wonderful to note how most of the subjects are inter­
related and multi-disciplinary approaches are utilised to solve practical problems 
these days! 
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As I cover the topics on groups or vector spaces or matrics, nostalgic memories 
of the good old days in 2-1 and 2-2 haunt me and after half an hour, I find that I am 
still at the beginning of the chapter. .. 

She has news about other old students: 

Girija is now working as an Officer in Andhra Bank. Jayanthi is in the Bank of 
Baroda ... Shyamala is in Bombay. Swarnalatha (our B.Sc. classmate) is now a full 
fledged Chartered Accountant and she obtained an All India rank. Alse P. Girija 
(again our B.Sc. classmate) is a Sanskrit teacher in Ro~ary Matriculation. 

Teaching way up in Coonoor J. Vaseegari (B.Sc. Zoology 1974) shares the rushed 
experience of all teachers at the close of the academic year. 

Coonoor 
8-3-1977 

We are rushing to 'finish ' the portions, b0th Practicals and Theory, and prepare 
the girls for the exams. At present I am more relaxed just doing the certification of 
the records and correcting the model exam answer papers. 

From Madurai K- Meenakshi (B.Sc. Zoology) attached to the Molecular 
Biology Unit, sends a ray of hope to the Editor! 

Madurai 
28-3-1977 

You wanted an article from me for the College Magazine, in Molecular Biology. 
I am wondering as to how long it should be, whether I should go into the depths of 
Molecular Biology (which I am still trying to explore) and when it should be ready. 

And from Sr. Maria (B.Sc. Zoology 1970) settling into a new community. 

Madurai 
1-1-1977 

Our house is near Fatima College. It is one of the experimental communities. 
I have to go to s;hool everyday. Here, we want to deepen our community life and 
have many congregational meetings. 
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Between housekeeping and baby sitting Aruna Achutan (B.Sc. Zoology 1970) 
finds time to remember us. 

Cannanore 
23-12-1976 

I am still in Cannanore as my husband has been posted to the Military Hospital 
here. We live right next door to the Hospital. We have a one year old son, Vivek. 
He keeps me busy all the time, and as I do all the housework, I find it really difficult to 
keep an eye on him. 

V. Lalitha has two little girls. K. B. Geetha also has two daughters. 

Further away, in Bombay, Chitra Sivaramakrishnan nee K. V. Chitra (M.Sc. 
Mathematics 1975) is nostalgic ! 

Bombay 
1-11-1976 

Away from College, I often think of the golden days we used to have there. 
The six long years in our College is and will be evergreen in our memories. 

Her class-mate Shyamala Shekar (M.Sc. Mathematics 1975) is not enamoured 
by that swinging city either! 

Bombay 
19-8-1976 

Life in Bombay is pretty dull. What with no friends and people of my age, 
I find it rather lonely here. 

Cheryl Mathias (B.A. Sociology) however, has happily settled into a polytechnic 
·in Bombay, and acknowledges her debt to her Alma Mater! 

Bombay 
24-9-1976 

I do appreciate everything I learnt there. I learnt many nice things there, like 
to share, and make others happy. 

And something of her new course : 

We doT. V. Radio, Film, Journalism, Public Relations and Advertising media 
besides a bit of Social Communication, Psychology and Social Research. We have an 
excellent T.V. Studio, and well known guest lecturers coming in to enlighten us. 
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Pune: 
Thangamani Nagendran (B.Sc. Zoology 1976) is embarking on new courses in 

Pune 
22-12-1976 

In the Poona University they have only subjects like Entomology, Parasitology 
and Microbiology. I would like to do Genetics or something in connection with 
Marine Biology .. I heard that Mrs. Jessica had gone to Hyderabad to do a course in 
genetics. I envy the new batches who are going to benefit from this venture. 

And from across the seas, in England, Brenda Rao (I B.Se. Zoology 1975) tells 
of the joys of Nursing. 

I am fine and am enjoying Nursing ... I am now working in a Surgical unit. It 
is really fantastic. 

Shymala Raman (M.A. Economics 1967) writes nostalgically from the States: 

Manchester 
7-7-1977 

Even though ten years have rolled by I have very vivid momories of my two 
years as a student and later as a lecturer. I have had several experiences-a new 
country, new educational systems, people and politics and it has been fascinating. 
I must say that the opportunity you gave me to teach at Stella Maris stood me in good 
stead when I taught here. 

And last from one of our recent graduates, Ivy George, (M.A. Social Work 1977) 
studying in Pennsylvania: 

The system of education is very demanding. 

Bryn Mawn 
29-10-77 

America is a land full of wealth and greatness, freedom and opportunity abounds. 
And much a~ I am attracted to stay here, I want to return home as soon as I am done, 
because what I am trying to remember especially in my profession of Social Work is 
that America can do without me but India needs me and my people need my help ... 

There have been many of our old students who, in spite of their hurry always 
drop in to speak of the good old days' and how the college their Alma Mater is still 
a source of inspiration to them. 
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Even as we go to the press, there have been more visitors and mere letters. 
Malathy Samuel (ne'e Victor, M.A., English 1974) writes from the U.S. telling us the 
happy news of the birth of a bonny girl. Radhika Chandrasekhar (M.A. English 1976) 
has given us news of her successful career in Australia and Anita Agnihotri (II Year 
Public Relations 1976) writes gratefully from Poland of the invaluable guidance she 
received in College. 
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Universit4 Examinations- March- April 1977 

Name of the 
Examination 

M.Sc. Mathematics 

M.A. Economics 

M.A. English 

M.A. History of Fine Arts ... 

M.A. Social Work 

B.A. History 

B.A. Economics 

B.A. Sociology 

B.A. English 

B.A. History of Fine Arts .... 

B.Sc. Mathematics 

B.Sc. Chemistry 

B.Sc. Zoology 

Pre-University 

76 

RESULTS 

Number 
appeared. 

21 

23 

23 

8 

18 

33 

74 

39 

37 

20 

43 

28 

33 

611 

Passed in 

I Cl II Cl Ill Cl 

15 5 

4 16 

23 

1 6 

5 13 

19 10 

6 38 21 

13 25 

2 28 7 

10 9 

40 3 

27 

11 15 4 

400 117 31 

Total 
Pas sea 

20 

20 

23 

7 

18 

29 

65 

38 

37 

20 

43 

28 

30 

548 

Percent­
age of 
Passes 

95.2 

87 

100 

87.5 

100 

87.8 

87.8 

97.4 

100 

100 

100 

100 
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