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Editorial ..... . 

Aristotle when asked how educated men were superior to those uneducated said 
"As much as the living are to the dead". The birth of education parallels the 
birth of man. It found expression in the caveman lighting the first fire; it flourished in 
the discussions in the Athenaeum ; it attained artistiC fulfilment in the living marbles of 
Michelangelo and it shaped the destiny of man holding the quill or pressing the computer 
button. 

To day there has been phenomenal progress in the field of education. Yet 
modern man has imposed an isolation on education- an isolation that bas transformed 
an active force into an acted-upon force ''like a patient etherized upon a table". Con. 
cerned men have impersonalized it into specialized cells. Job-oriented education, social 
education, research-oriented education, technical education- these are formalistic 
and changing patterns devised by educational experts. This is, no doubt, reflective of 
a progressive turn of mind -a mentality that seeks the greatest good for the greatest 
number- a channelisation of material resources so as to fulfil the need of every man. 

Let us not forget that this is but one aspect of education that we are trying to 
capture. The more complete vision lies in the integration of technicalities and experi-
ence, life and living. "Education is a social process ...... Education is growth ..... . 
Education is not preparation for life ...... Education is life itself". 
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Educati an - The Present and the Ideal 

"To live fully means to be continually disturbed, both intellectually and 
emotionally. And, for most of us, the greater part of these moments comes from 
reading". Geoffrey Crumps' words on reading may be as well applied to the wider 
field of education. For education, like reading, enlarges one's range of emotions and 
ideas, enable one to understand and know "men, manners, countries and climes, 
encourages one to temper one's opinions and escape from one's own dullness ..... " 
All this and more can be said about education. 

Education as conceived by the idealist would thus preclude such model achieve
ments as to ensure a civilization and culture of excellence. The gap between nations 
would be bridged and a certain universality would prevail. One's very perspective 
of life would be changed and vision enlarged. Therefore, when the idealist uses the 
word 'education' he thinks of it as the means of "development of character or mental 
powers", which enables man to live in society. 

There is a difference, however, between education as thought of idealistically, 
and education as it is. Today the educational system exists only in the capacity of 
a "systematic instruction". The mode is so formalistic as to defeat its own purpose 
of gaining knowledge. It is not often that such systematic instruction develops the 
character and mental powers simultaneously. Perhaps it even acts as a harmful agent 
as far as development of personality goes, for the diffuseness of the method more often 
than not, breeds what Dr. Livingstone calls an "intellectual slum " -a crowding up of 
knowledge which results in poverty of the mind without proper comprehension or 
analysis. 

This sort of formalistic training which tries to teach widely but not well, which 
is irrelevant in the very choice of topicalities and syllabi chosen, is responsible for 
a dominant malaise of the century- student apathy. A lack of sufficient motivation 
and a disinterest in the kind of knowledge imparted creates al! indifference in the 
student who is tempted not to go to classrooms where such useless exercises in learning 
and teaching are conducted. 

Another problem is that of the teacher to whom discrimination becomes next to 
impossible when confronted with classes of such large numbers and variety. He is 
unable to strike a happy medium between coming down to the level of the weaker 
sections and rising far above their comprehension to cater to the interests of the 
brighter students. In the process, the weaker students realise the futility of trying to 
keep pace with the others while the more intelligent students also lose interest. 
In order that the teacher's capabilities might be rightly and justly exploited, he needs 
to derive the sort of job satisfaction that comes from training a smaller, more 
specialised and more keen set of students. 
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The mass education of today is not beneficial to anyone-it is like a mechanical 
machine churning out degree holders who are not even Jacks of all trades, leave alone 
being master of any. Perhaps a different approach to education would never be taken 
until and unless the cliched view of degrees as passports to a job or marriage, ceases to 
hold good. The prestige of an educated individual should be that gained by his real 
worth, not one gained almost automatically by virtue of passing through fifteen 
or more years of one's life in educational institutions. 

The examination system as it exists is a true product ofthe motiveless education 
that it accompanies. The students are so exam-oriented that they fail to see the 
purposelessness of such narrow vision. And the examinations are such there is 
testing of one's memory rather than of one's intellect, sup<:rficial 'swotting' or 
'mugging' is the trademark of the system rather than real absorption of knowledge. 
The stagnancy that this results in is highly regrettable! A change of syllabus itself 
would do much towards improving the state of the examination system. Instead of 
dealing so much with the past, it should be moulded to the present context. Education 
should equip one to live in one's own society. 

A lesson in particularized education could be learnt from the ancient Hindu 
system of 'gurus' and 'sishyas '. The educated then were a small but genuinely 
interested group of people, while the educator was a truly enlightened personality 
of tremendous intellectual <;:apacity. Education was thus realised in its true form
an interchange and discussion of ideas on all relevant subjects in which apathy had no 
place whatsoever. 

Ltt us however look forward in time and hope that a better atmosphere 
of education will be fostered in years to come with the evolution of new techniques and 
the awareness of growing needs. Let us also not forget that whatever the system, its 
success or failure depends on those working within it- we, the student community 
bear a responsibility in shaping the educational system that we are part of. Idealism 
should be saved from reaching the limits of foolhardiness. Let us ever remember the 
Indian situation and clamour for reform where possible while trying to be accommo
dative where necessary. 
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The Need for Job-Oriented Education 

Education must lead to the foundation of convictions for civic and 
political action, to the end that every citizen may become, within 
the limits of his capacity, an effective agent for progress. 

-Dr. Williams 

In a world that places such great emphasis on economic progress, it may not be 
inappropriate to consider an emphasis on job-oriented education necessary and valid. 
The modern trend is to judge the average individual by his contribution towards the 
Gross National Product. This may smack of crude materialism but, on an average, it 
is the only practical attitude to modern conditions. It would be hypocritical to try to 
justify this further, for nobody really believes that there is anything to be ashamed 
of in the creation and exchange of value. 

As society develops, more areas come under its collective purview or areas 
already known are bro~en up and diversified. These call for new judgements, create 
new wants and in general open up more dimensions to the already complex life of today. 
The word '·complex " is used relatively. No doubt the sailor who tripped on his 
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tackle in the days of Drake and Hawkins considered the.nautical technicalities of his 
day just as complicated as the modern marine engineer considers those of his. And 
it is up to society to fit parameters to the needs of the times. 

Education is one such potential parameter. Therefore it should be geared to 
preparing individuals to execute capably and efficiently their duties in the respective 
roles assigned to them or assumed by them within the existing framework. of society. 

There is no doubt concerning the importance of each member of modern society 
as a potential contribution to material production whether of goods or of services. It 
only remains for social conditions to so adjust themselves, that one is made available 
in as short a time as possible, properly equipped to assume one's responsibilities. 
Obviously job-oriented education becomes important in the modern perspective. How 
much better it would serve, instead of first being obliged to work for four years on any 
B. A. or B.Sc. degree to qualify for a higher technical education, if it were possible that 
the accepted pre-requisite basics had greater relevance to eventual occupation. If this 
were so, much labour and time would be saved. For instance, if the individual could 
work in earnest at least at the University level on his or her vocational training, there is 
more time to really become familiar with that particular field. In cases it will be 
possible for the individual to go to work immediately after graduating. As things stand 
today, education is a painful process involving rather greater outlays of time, money 
and work than should be strictly necessary in the tightly scheduled life of today. This 
also affords dangerous scope for many to opt out for there is no definite goal in sight, 
rather the goal of a degree for the sake of a degree is not really relevant today. 

To a greater extent the values and goals of an individual are shaped by the social 
and economic conditions of his day. Since economic independence is a major goal 
(whether the independence is merely potential or actualised) it is psychologically 
necessary to the average adult human being that he be able to support himself if 
necessary. But come adulthood, and most of us are still dependent students technically 
unequipped to earn a living. People blame students and the cross-section of youth in 
general for being aimless and irresponsible. What can you expect of a square peg in a 
round hole? Not really given the chance to be up and doing the right things with 
proper efficiency, the second best that it settles down to do is what older people have 
decided is the right thing for the young to be doing- on an average in a desultory, 
indifferent fashion, or in more deplorable cases, the wrong thing by any standards, 
sometimes with formidable zest. 

Circumstances call for the proper channelisation of forces-the productive years 
of early adulthood when enthusiasm runs high. Education should be designed to 
move with the trends and not hold back to the absolute values of education for 
the sake of education, for few things are allowed to be of much importance in 
themselves- it is only in respect of how they stand in relation to the rest of life that 
they count in the integrated context of today. It is not important that some may still 
attach importance to knowledge for the sake of knowledge- they are obviously a 
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minority. Today it is increasingly important that knowledge or skills must be appli
cable in such a manner as to be economically productive. By far the greater number 
of students would opt for job-oriented education and the prevailing demand is the 
logical outcome of circumstances. It is legitimate and wholesome and should be 
allowed to carry weight. 

However, this principle need not be applied in toto. Opportunities must 
still be available for those reactionaries who want what educational institutions give 
them today - a fund of theoretical knowledge to be cherished for its own sake or a 
degree merely to enhance family or individual prestige. 

G. VIJAYALAKSHMI 

I B.A. (P.R.) 

An Interview with Dr. Malcolm Adiseshaiah 

A spacious sun-drenched room with an oversized table •.•... blue, plush carpet 
set off by rich, mustard curtains, a vibrant voice with the unmistakable' ring of 
authority ... dominated by a man dressed in a very casual manner-we were in the 
presence of the Vice-Chancellor. 

With his friendly, "Hello girls! " our annoyance at the enforced two hours 
of waiting vanished. We secretly wondered if we could do justice to this man, in the 
ten minutes that he had promised us, but we started right away. 

Q : Sir, "The Hindu" reports you: "A lot of concessions are being extended 
already for women's education." Could you please clarify? 

He started off very smoothly : " In India the present educational system has 
been: drafted and developed for men by men, the purpose being employment. Is this the 
purpose of women's education? Unless, we define more specifically what their purpose 
is, we will be turning out large numbers of women who will also be unemployed like 
the large numbers of men, or wasting their time. Unless we do that, we are wasting 
our present investment, in the sense that they are being trained for professions which 
offer no opportunities for them." 

Q: What about co-education? When is it likely to come? 

"I think it is for the parents and for you students to decide whether you want to 
go into Colleges which are meant for women alone, or whether you want to go into 
co-educational institutions. In theory, there is no reason not to have co-educational 
institutions but if our society wants separate institutions- O-Kay". 
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Q: Why does the University insist on 75% attendance? When will the system 
change? (A question near and dear to our hearts) . 

... In the future I think that attendance at lectures should be free. (We beamed). 
This is the ideal in an educational system where the student should be free to follow 
any one of several paths of learning." He explained that compulsory attendance was 
"part of our tradition" (academic tradition) and until such time as "non-formal 
education" came, a certain minimum compulsory attendance was necessary. 

Q : Why doesn't the University provide for exchange of students with foreign 
Universities? 

"I know of no restriction against such exchanges. There is the question of the 
recognition of the equivalences of Degrees between Universities." However, an Inter
University Board existed which worked out the equivalence between foreign and Indian 
Universities. 

Q : Why does the University not have a regular board of visiting professors? 

Very decidedly, he replied: "This is one of the programmes that I intend to 
intensify during my Vice-Chancellorship: to have come to Madras, professors from 
other Universities and for our professors in return to go to other Universities. The 
problem with regard to foreign professors is one of Foreign Exchange, which could 
be partially solved with a fuller exploitation of India's bi-lateral relations with other 
countries. 

Q : What system does the University adopt to ensure the quality and efficiency 
of the Staff? 

He paused for the first time, looked up from the microphone and he began 
thoughtfully: ''Well I think that no rules or regulations of the University or the 
College can ensure the quality of the staff. It is a responsibility that each professor, 
each lecturer carries. The standard of excellence in University education depends 
essentially, almost solely on the individual University teacher." He emphasized this 
further and concluded : "The University does lay down certain minimum qualifications 
and a certain amount of teaching experience. Now, I must say that these external 
rules and regulations are only a minimum starting point for ensuring quality." 

Q : People who have got excellent marks in College barely manage to pass in 
the University Examination. How will you account for it? 

Rather taken aback and perturbed he said: "This should not happen ......... this 
should not happen. I do not and I can't answer the question unless I study the cases 
more carefully." To our rejoinder that revaluation meant only retotalling he said: 
"Yes ...... but I have changed this system ...... under which the student can ask for 
revaluation instead of mere retotalling." 
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Q: Why do you propose to bring Social Service into the University Curriculum? 

" This is to make part of the Internal Assessment of every student include the 
work of the student in Social Service, Community Service, in N.S.S., N.C.C. in the 
sports and games field-anything which makes for totality of learning. As part of the 
curriculum it is my intention to set aside anything from five to ten marks which the 
student will be eligible to on the basis of participation in any one of these activities." 

Courtesy-' UDAYA' 

A Higher Standard for Higher Education ? 

"Try and get what you like" said George Bernard Shaw, "or you will be forced 
to like what you get". If our colleges could admit only such of those students who are 
interested and deserve to be admitted because of real merit, perhaps our educational 
system could be all that it should be. If higher education should conform to a high 
standard, it should become selective. 

Individuals make institutions. So the defects in our system are in a large 
measure due to the indifferent student body. Mass literacy is the goal of any developing 
nation. Let India strive for the same. But only up to the school level. School education 
should be greatly improved; the school leaving age raised to eighteen so that after 
leaving school the students can be diverted into various job-oriented courses outside the 
scope of higher education. Those whose talents lie elsewhere will not make a bee-line 
for the colleges, irrespective of any consideration of their suitability for the course. 

Most students are generally indifferent to the courses they do in college. Even 
when the indecisive student expresses a preference for say, Economics, he is offered a 
seat in some other class and his acceptance is clear proof of his indifference to the 
course. Moreover the choice of the subject depends on something as vacuous and 
pointless as "be<::ause my friends are doing it", or "because I'll be all alone (!) in any 
other class", or because of some goal like eligibility for the marriage market. 

The result is an apathetic and indifferent set of students. The atmosphere in 
the class-room is scarcely congenial to progressive education, and the three years spent 
in obtaining the degree are for the majority, an exercise in futility. Moreover, the 
indiscriminate conferring of degrees undermines their value and this is why our degrees 
are not recognised outside India. 

The calibre of the future lecturers depends on this uninterested student body. 
A lecturer's job can be a satisfying one, not monotonous and routine, but with scope 
for creative activity. However a class of mentally lethargic students, the correction of 
two hundred uninspired exercises and the unattractive pay scales are far from inviting. 
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Outside their particular spheres of specialisation or interest, our graduates and 
post-graduates are sometimes childishly ignorant. Things of vital human interest, the 
bases of the arts, of history and geography, and current affairs, are simply overlooked. 
A paper of general knowledge can be made compulsory both at the school and college 
levels. 

The whole system is exam-oriented, with little emphasis on wider application of 
what is learnt, and with little deviation from the 'detailed ' texts outlined in the 
syllabus. A student can well go through three years of under-graduate studies without 
ever having participated in a seminar or discussion. More important, if ever seminars 
are arranged, the papers prepared are a garbled juxtaposition of opinions of various 
critics (the more obscure the critic, the less the chances of detection). Discussions 
are as futile because they usually end up as a dialogue between one student and 
the lecturer, the rest of them having failed to read the book under discussion, though 
it was prescribed well in advance. Group discussions also fail because one member of 
the group is literally bullied into doing all the thinking and talking by the rest. How
ever ambitious the college might be, if the students do not evince the inclination or the 
right temperament, no innovation is workable. 

And then to expose the greatest frailty of our educational system-at the end of 
each year the public examination question papers are not kept as secret as they ought 
to be. 

These are the faults of our system as I see it. This is not to discount the 
usefulness of our education itself-if it were so, I would not be writing this in the first 
place. But haven't we been complacent long enough? The system would function far 
more effectively and smoothly if the following steps were taken: 

(1) Let only the interested students go in for higher education. Provide workable 
and useful channels for the rest. 

(2) Improve the lot of the lecturers. 

(3) Make the system more imaginative and challenging. Introduce and continue 
seminars, discussions, term-papers but with a difference. Make it clear that 
students have to work hard, and well for a degree. 

( 4) Introduce acquaintance tests, application analysis and interpretation tests for the 
examinations. Keep the papers from leaking. 

(5) Introduce such incentives as the comprehensive certificate, which is a good idea 
but which could be far more useful if its value were raised to that of a grade
sheet so that students who do not get a fair-deal in the public examinations may 
not go wholly unrewarded. 

16 



To those who would decry the suggestion made in this article as too far-fetched 
and Utopian for implementation, Shaw's observation will provide a suitable retort: 
"The reasonable man adapts himself to the world; the unreasonable one persists in 
trying to adapt the world to himself. Therefore all progress depends on the unreason
able man". If I have been unreasonable, the end, at least, justifies the means. 

JAYSHREE RAMACHANDRAN 

II B.A. (Lit) 

Towards a More Realistic Pattern? 
" As things are ...... mankind is by no means agreed about 

the things to be taught, whether we look for virtue or the best 
life. Neither is it clear whether education is more concerned 
with the intellectual or moral virtue. The existing practice is 
perplexing ......... " 

-Aristotle 
'Philosophy' Vol. II 

Musing about the educational system of today one wonders whether it is not as 
perplexing as Aristotle found it many centuries ago. Every other individual feels that 
education in India must be completely over-hauled. Any attempt at re-organisation 
should naturally start at the grass-roots. A redefinition of the aims of education, 
compatible with present needs and providing for future developments must be made. 
And since unemployment is rampant amongst our educated youth, the problem of 
restructuring higher education is a more immediate concern. 

In technical education there should be more co-ordination between theory and 
practice- the University and the factory. This would familiarize the student with the 
problems of work and society. Education in our country unfortunately builds one 
more wall in a society which has erected too many barriers between man and man as it 
is. What is needed is a system which happily combines practical experience and theo
retical study, a system that creates the right mental attitude and fosters the desire to 
work together. 

As regards medical education, a grave problem confronts us. Despite the 
enormous funds that are invested in a medical graduate's education and training, 75% 
of our doctors devote their services to the minority in urban areas. The majority in 
the rural areas receive scant medical assistance. This disparity must be levelled and in 
order that the primary problem of health be solved doctors with newer and more 
progressive attitudes should emerge. 

Even where agricultural or veterinary scientists, commerce and arts students, 
are concerned, the main purpose of acquiring kno~ledge should be to utilize it for the 
well-being of the community, and the economic development of the nation. 
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A major problem in our society is that of the educated unemployed. Along with 
these we should not lose sight of the unemployable educated who cannot fit into vacant 
posts. Our attempts should be towards filling this lacuna. 

University education should be limited. There are really very few students who 
have scholarly pursuits with teaching or research as their goals. Most students enter 
the portals of Universities with the view of qualifying for some kind of a job. The 
whole process of selection for employment is such that a degree is absolutely essential. 
There is no alternative route offered even if one is unhappy about such study. A more 
cQmprehensive educational system could be drawn up by educational leaders and others 
concerned by which people may gain more job-oriented knowledge. 

Education must prepare one to look ahead, enable one to face the challenges of 
the future, make one resourceful enough, adaptable enough to branch out into new 
and progressive activities. This will be possible only when the youth of today is dealt 
with more imaginatively than he is. 

M. S. GEETHA 

I B.A. (Econs.) 

Changing Patterns in Universit4 Reforms 
Put out into deep waters. 

St. Luke 5:4 

A boat that stays in the harbour never encounters danger but it also never gets 
anywhere. The price of a good catch, of meaningful involvement, of outstanding 
results is the willingness to take risks, to launch out into the deep. The University of 
Madras, one such boat in the sea of higher education, has in the past year dared to 
take risks, to experiment with new ideas and to question established traditions. 

Trying to hang on when we are called to move on, can cripple us. Far too long 
have we talked about curriculum reform, examination reform, reform in teaching 
methods and the like. But we have been slow to practise the precept we have 
preached. However with strong winds of change blowing the university into the deep 
waters of academic life we have, over the past year, introduced in Madras University 
several measures of educational reform-to name just a few, the granting of 
autonomous status to six selected institutions in the university, the introduction of the 
semester pattern in all colleges at the post-graduate level and in forty selected 
institutions at the under-graduate level. These reforms aimed at improving the quality 
of education have been welcomed in all quarters. 

"Unless the grain of wheat falling to the ground die, it cannot sprout and bear 
fruit". As in human life, so in the life of an educational institution, it cannot hope to 
grow unless it dares to risk, to experiment, to die a little to the safe, the comfortable, 
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the familiar. Many a student and teacher will wonder what the semester system will 
involve-hard work? Certainly. A country staggering under the weight of a population 
that reaches explosive limits, with all its accompanying ills of mass ignorance, mass 
illiteracy and malnutrition can ill afford to be unproductive in its work. When we 
consider that even the poor among the students form a part of that very small 
percentage of our total population who have the opportunity for higher studies in 
college, we realise our responsiblility to that very society that provides these facilities 
to us. 

The semester system provides for a mid-sessional University examination every 
year. The U.G.C. Committee on examination reform states in its report: "The 
semester system affords an early opportunity to the teacher to ascertain the progress 
of the student, to identify his weak points and to suggest remedial measures.'' 

It ensures an even distribution of workload through the academic year thus 
reducing the strain on students which is inevitable in a comprehensive final examination 
as in the non-semester pattern. It is a well-known fact that in the old system students 
in general neglect their studies through the year and as the examination approaches 
spend night and day usually having recourse to cheap bazaar notes. On the other hand 
if "teaching, learning and examinations are considered a unity of functions," then 
steady persevering work throughout the course is bound to yield the desired results. 
Briefly, the semester system implies opportunities for the enrichment of the total 
learning process, reorganisation of course content on unit basis, frequent testing and 
examination to lessen the load on memory learning, continuous assessment and using 
to the maximum, the year's learning period. 

This will imply on the part of the teacher the use of different methods of learning, 
a departure from the pure lecture method to seminars, tutorials, discussions, and guided 
laboratory and library work. The internal evaluation of the student is to be of her 
daily work. oral and written as well as of a certain quantum of work, through objective 
and longer tests. The methods of evaluation will also be varied. Quiz, objective tests, 
short and long essay tests will have to be so designed that they maximise objective 
marking. Though only 25% of the total marks have been allotted for internal assess
ment, it is hoped that ultimately all assessments will be internal. 

Today we are faced with the task of regenerating the system of higher education 
and linking it with the needs of society. A characteristic feature of the semester system 
is the importance given to community service whereby students are trained to serve 
voluntarily in projects and activities designed to help the weaker sections of society. 
Projects related to the concerned disciplines but geared to the development of the rural 
population are also to be encouraged. The U. G. C. bas been considering for some
time past, the question of the restructuring of University courses at the first degree 
level so as to make them relevant to the rural environment and to the developmental 
needs of the community. This will involve giving them practical and field orientation 
also. 
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The Madras University is one of the universities selected by U.G.C. to take a 
lead in regard to and to act as a pace setter in this area of educational reform and 
innovation. The main objective is to reduce the gap between the 'world of learning' 
and the 'world of work'. It is hoped that introduction of new courses will be based on 
the principle of relevance to the environment and the needs and requirements of the 
region. Thus a student can apply his theoretical knowledge to the problems of the 
region through field work, project work and the like. For instance, horticulture could 
be linked to the study of botany, soil sciences and the application of agrochemicals 
including fertilisers could be linked to chemistry, zoology could be linked to plant 
protection through the study of pests affecting agricultural production, the study of 
languages to the promotion of functional literacy. The rural problems of health and 
sanitation, modernisation and change, rural marketing and co-operatives could also 
be an application aspect of the various subjects of social sciences. 

Other reforms introduced at Madras University include the adoption of the more 
scientific system of grading in place of numerical marking, and the setting up of 
question banks. All these reforms will involve change of attitudes, planning, experi
mentation, dedicated work in order to bring about growth and vitality in our 
educational institutions. 

As in human life, so in the life of our educational institutions we have no 
time but now in which to grow, now is the time of our life. Change means 
uncertainty and uncertainty involves taking risks ..... 

This is the time to change 

time to risk 
time to be open 
time to question 
time to live 

There is no time like now. 

" Act, act in the living present 
Heart within and God overhead . " 

SR. IREN£ MATHIAS, f.m.m. 
Principal, 

Stella Maris College. 
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Education and Socio-Economic Progress 

Ever since the eighteenth century, economists have been analysing and 
assessing the basic factors that are instrumental for economic and social progress. An 
acute consciousness of the imbalance of wealth has made leading economists delve deep 
into the matter. Adam Smith's monumental book, "An Enquiry into the Nature and 
Causes of the Wealth of Nations" heralded this process of indepth study. More 
recently, Professor Gunnar Myrdal has started an epoch by his voluminous work 
"Asian Drama-An Inquiry into the Poverty of Nations". 

Despite all these literary efforts, poverty still poses a practical problem for two 
thirds of the world. The disparity between the rich and the poor nations is on the 
upward curve-we are faced with an unhappy situation. Statistical data will give us 
a better indication as to the true state of affairs :-

Per capita G.N.P .'s 
U.S.A. 
Canada 
W. Germany 
France 
U.K. 
Japan 
Israel 
Soviet Union 
Brazil 
India 

1973 (in U.S.$) 
$ 5980 
$ 4920 
$ 3830 
$ 37~0 
$ 2670 
$ 2610 
$ 2080 
$ 1800 
$ 530 
$ 110 

What are the reasons for this vast difference? And particularly, why ia India 
on the lowest rung of the ladder? 

In India, a deliberate policy for accelerating economic and social progress was 
initiated soon after Independence. During the last few decades we have broken through 
the stagnation of centuries and Indian society today is in a state of transition. Our 
economy is no longer under-developed though it is far from being fully developed. 
The many measures that the government adopted, like deficit financing, borrowing 
loans from abroad and "mobilising " money through taxation and inflation did not 
really create the long-awaited relief, but created, instead a new phenomenon-stagfla
tion, a strange combination of stagnation and inflation. 

Economic development is obviously not the absolute answer to our problem. 
The Government has realized that it is not the financial resources alone that can change 
the society- that is essential, but an accessory none the less. It is the real resource, 
education that can help India to climb the ladder of progress. To change the social 
structure of the economy, such public opinion should be created that favours the 
demands of the poor over the immediate comforts of the well-to-do. 
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This can be achieved only by evolving an educational system where the students 
and the teachers with government financial assistance, get into work-shops, adopt new 
techniques of teaching and new methods of study, get to know the people better and 
work with them to ease and eradicate poverty. The time has come for the people to 
realize that it is the distribution of knowledge and not wealth, which can alleviate the 
disparity in levels of life. The levels are not merely a matter of income but of basic 
knowledge, which paves the way for opportunity. 

College education is not meaningful if the colleges send out every year, thousands 
of graduates who only add to the swelling and depressed class of the illiterate unemployed. 
Eventually it happens that the one is educated to no final end and the other remains 
illiterate, to the same end. 

If each student educates at least two less fortunate citizens of India, he can derive 
pleasure from achieving something concrete and at the same time utilize his knowledge 
to help create a thirst for knowledge. This will redistribute the " opportunities to 
earn", which is infinitely preferable to the redistribution of ''wealth". Wealth only 
gives rise to further complications-hoarding, black-marketeering and speculation, 
leading to governmental impositions like the MISA, the COFEPOSA and the declaration 
of a state of emergency. 

It is time, taxes, social insurance and several types of other activities of the 
public authorities bring about income redistribution. But the provision of educational 
possibilities is a very important factor. Only through a proper educational system 
can productive capabilities be influenced. This alone can make the citizens of India 
self-reliant. The people of India will learn to be creative, and at the same time, 
remain dedicated. 

It will result in India climbing up the ladder of progress- a much needed rise. 
This is true socio-economic progress. 
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Women and Education 

"The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world", so runs an old proverb and 
to prove its validity we can cite numerous instances from the pages of history, where 
beautiful and brave women have been responsible for shaping the destinies of their 
countries. Cleopatra, Elizabeth I, Victoria and nearer borne Razia Sultana and the 
Rani of Jhansi are prominent figures who have immortalised themselves in history. Yet 
paradoxically enough, when women have proved themselves leaders who make or mar 
a country's future, in India their education and emancipation had been neglected in 
the case of a vast majority. Women were given the pride of place but within the four 
walls of the home. In past centuries women were relegated to being mere ornaments in 
the house, dumb beauties for whom 'Pativritha' was the end-all of life. It was 
Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, who first involved women in nationalistic activites. 
Today, after nearly three decades of freedom, the country is being headed by a most 
charismatic and dynamic figure, Mrs. Indira Gandhi. 

We have women in all arenas of work besides politics. Kerala's Chief Engineer 
is a woman, while Sarojini Naidu, Kamala Das, Mrs. Sbasbikala Khakodkar, Mrs. 
Pandit, Mrs. Clubwala are some of the other prominent figures who have distinguished 
themselves in various fields. Statistics also tells us that there are as many colleges and 
schools for women as for men today, and segregation of job facilities has virtually 
disappeared from the Indian set-up. 

Yet what is the purpose of women's education in the Indian environment? The 
role of any individual bas to be attuned to the existing conditions of life and society. 



Her work will therefore change with the times, in order that she may be an active and 
useful member of society. In past centuries, the unequal ratio of man being the bread 
winner and the head of the family, with the woman being the mute docile wife was 
accepted, because life was relatively quieter and smoother in its functions. But the 
outbreak of the two wars, the ever-advancing scientific technology, the increasing 
economic problems, and the explosive problems of a crisis in values and morals, there
fore calls for a more active role to be undertaken by the women, and to further this, 
therefore, should be the purport of education. 

Yet what is her primary function? John Ruskin, in his treatise "Seasame and 
Lilies" has elaborately dealt with the duties and education of women, in the section 
''Of Queen's Gardens". To him "all such knowledge should be given her as may 
enable her to understand and even aid the work of man", because he felt ''that 
wherever a true wife comes, the home is always round her ......... the glow worm in the 
night cold grass may be the only fire at her foot, but the home is yet wherever she is, a 
haven for the homeless". To a twentieth century liberated woman this idea may seem 
anachronistic, old fashioned, obsolete, but yet Ruskin has stressed a very 
essential fact of life, that a woman's e s s e n t i a 1 place is in the home, and 
her education should therefore be aimed at improving her situation at home, 
in becoming a model of behaviour and goodness. In the Indian context, specially 
where woman is the focal point of the family set-up, her education will be reflected, not 
in the way she rejects her essential femininity but in the multifaceted role she plays. As 
a woman, a wife and mother, the woman can complement the role of her husband, 
probably by subsidizing the family income, sorting out her husband's problems and 
diffusing the work load of her husband now that she is educated but above all she will 
be responsible for creating and developing a new generation of children who will be 
physically, intellectually and spiritually better advanced and far more capable to tackle 
the problems of the world. 

A wl.'man's education can never be compartmentalized; it should include a little 
of sciences, arts, crafts, humanities and above all experience which will be the greatest 
educationist for a woman. To make a woman it is said God took a rose, a lily, a dove, 
a serpent, a little honey, a Dead Sea apple and a handful of clay, and the end product 
was woman. Her education too should bear the charm of variety to balance the 
spectrum of her personality. 

Women's education is not therefore to produce a radically different post-war set 
of Amazons, but rather to help the average woman who finds fulfilment in marriage 
to accomplish her duty to the world and to herself in the changing world pattern. 
Darwin's theory of a continued evolution of the species can be concretely proved by the 
educated woman. 
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Educatfon and The Qandhian Principle 

''A for Apple pie", said the teacher. The little boy blinked. But the teacher 
was not to be disturbed. He continued. '' B for Biscuits and C for Cream". The 
little boy heaved a sigh of resignation. He had never seen an apple in his life -let 
alone an apple pie. But what did it matter? He had to know his ABC. 

A most impractical system of education this, for what would he gain from this 
knowledge? The art of reading and writing undoubtedly, but beyond that? Earn a 
living? What is this education to him who is on the pavement? Dr. Dwight Allen, 
Dean of the College of Education, Massachusetts, dismisses this kind of education 
with one word '' didactic". 

It is a word fit to cap every educational system now being practised, because 
beneath the superficial national variations they all point to one direction-that of the 
barren transmission of information from teacher to student. This mode of education, he 
feels, is extremely outdated in an age of the mass media which does all the information 
transmission necessary. It is upto the teacher now to act as a guide, not about this 
knowledge but about human values. 

Speaking on Indian Education in particular, Dr. Allen feels that as a developing 
nation, instead of learning from the mistakes of the "West End" we are aimlessly 
aping them. University education as it exists is all right for those wbo can afford a 
living for the most part, but to those who have to make a living it can be of very little 
use. Every Indian wants to go in for marketing and management-none for production. 
The question is, what can they market when nothing is produced? 

Here Dr. Allen has caught us below the belt. What lies ahead? What solution 
can the future offer for the increasing number of unemployed and under-employed 
University graduates? It has been said that great minds think ahead. Have the great 
minds of India thought ahead in the formation of the educational system? Is there no 
clause in these doctrines which can lead us out of this darkness? 

Yes, indeed, there is- in the endless source of the Gandhian philosophy 
Gandhiji stressed the need for a basic education in the life of every individual which 
would make him the master of at least one productive craft and by which the family as 
a unit will become a productive unit and not merely the consuming unit that it is 
today. These ideas have to be broadened, updated and infused with the right mix of 
technology and management courses. Nevertheless, the ideas themaelve:s are sound 
and highly practical. 

Nowhere in India bas basic education as desired by the Mahatma been earnestly 
pursued. It has been tried out in some places for short terms and declared a failure. 
We seem more inclined to curse the darkness than to light the candle; to accept defeat 
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Changing Patterns in Education 

• • • 

I "f ..... - i . --
~r===-'-.. 

RANJANI BHAS, 

III B.A. (Fine Arts) 

32 



than to strive for success. Every state should introduce in its curriculum a compulsory 
training in some productive crafts and then with the guidance of his teacher the pupil 
should be allowed to choose one craft most suited to his taste and skill. In this craft 
he should be given full training in all aspects from production to marketing and mana
gement. This should be given more importance than his English or Mathematics. For, 
it is only this, that will introduce into his family a productive craft~man and make it a 
productive unit. These self-sufficient units will lead to the progress of the small-scale 
industry, putting an end to industrial monopoly and unemployment. 

Besides, the individual, in his glimpse of creativity comes face to face with the 
truth of knowledge. He has a clear consciousness of what he knows and what he does 
not know because he appreciates the glory of creation. This knowledge is most impor
tant today, because, as Sir Richard Livingstone points out, uneducated people are a 
danger to the world, but they are not as dangerous as a less recognized menace-the 
half educated, who have learnt enough to express an opinion on subjects which they do 
not really know, but have never learnt to be aware of their ignorance". To prevent 
such a danger should be the first aim of education-an aim that should be fulfilled before 
the training of scientists or artists. 

In this as well as in the higher levels of spiritual education, the Indians are very 
fortunate in having the basis of the Gandhian principle. Have we ourselves realised 
this advantage? Not yet-but, let us hope that we will do so, soon enough and give 
ourselves the kind of education that we need. 

USHA V AIDYANATHAN 

III B.A. (Lit.) 

Equal Opportunitl{ in Education? 

Primary education is to be considered "a fundamental human right "., 
secondary education must be ''available to all", higher education should become 
" accessible to all on the basis of merit". These assertions of the U.N. Declaration of 
Human Rights have now become frequent and familiar items of political oratory and 
of educational theorizing-but what of practical achievement of these ideals? 

• 
Dr. Malcolm Adisesbiah bas noted in the Tamil Nadu Perspective Plan 1972-84 

a curious co-incidence between the percentage of drop-outs or push-outs from the 
school system and those living below subsistence levels. What accounts for the fact 
that the percentage of children from various social strata in schools and colleg~s fails to 
mirror the percentage levels that prevail in society as a whole? 

To propose one simple reply to that question would obviously be too naive: 
education is only one aspect of life in any given society and there are other forces which 
wield exceptional power within it; often determining educational policy itself. A 
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treatment of all of these forces would be beyond the scope of this article ; our 
immediate interest is the elements within the school system that make success at higher 
levels difficult or rather impossible for a child from an impoverished environment. 

A seemingly innocuous proposal is contained in the usual justification of the 
educational pyramid: educational resources are scarce and must be wisely utilized, it 
is said. Scientists, doctors, senior technicians, administrative cadres, though fewer 
in number require greater expenditure since their tasks are so complex, and errors in 
their field of competence would be far more disastrous to the State than those of 
factory supervisors or clerks. Therefore superior talent must be identified early and 
suitably channelled so as to minimize public expenditure and effort. 

The school as now designed not only caters to the needs and aspirations of the 
average middle class family but adopts as its pre-requisite foundation the elements of 
education their physical and social background bas provided prior to entry into schools. 
The child from the remote village, however, does not have a tradition of education 
within his own family, nor access to books, pictures, works of art and music; a 
command over language; even the concept of the value of education is often foreign to 
his family or at the most they have formed an unrealistic concept of it; bitter 
experience has frequently taught his people the seeming futility of ambition and 
striving ; and where life has become a daily struggle for existence, the notion of 
postponement of immediate rewards for some distant goal appears even more futile and 
deceptive. Add to this the fact that India has yet to evolve a system of education rela
ted to the actual life and the deepest aspirations of its people and is still labouring to 
make do with the tattered relics of a nineteenth century British model, and it is easy to 
comprehend that such children are severely handicapped from the very start. In 
Tamil Nadu which is by no means a backward state educationally, over one half the 
children of school going age are NOT in school, not to mention the fact 70% of the 
adult population is illiterate. 

In general the schools adopt a passive attitude to this situation. Once primary 
education is available free of cost and the same curriculum is available to all, it is 
assumed that equality of opportunity has been achieved. However this would not be 
true, even if, with a wave of a magic wand, all primary schools in India offered the 
same excellence in facilities and in the teaching competency of their staff. There would 
still be a need for some form of compensatory education to reduce initial handicaps of 
the culturally and socially deprived. ' 

There is a further element of unfairness in the fact that school testing at present 
in India is almost exclusively academic. Yet research has established that there is 
little correlation between scholastic achievement as such and achievement in adult life. 
This depends on other factors such as persistence, concentration, ability to take 
moderate risks, a desire to achieve. There is factual knowledge on a local level that is 
often characteristic of children from deprived environments. This indicates a need to 
investigate the possibility of more equitable ways of deciding how to allot educational 
resources. 
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A child is labelled unfit and even unintelligent because he has not matched the 
scores of others of his own age in the intelligence tests administered. Yet research now 
indicates that 90% of children attending schools are capable of mastering the elements 
of well designed primary or secondary curriculum if given sufficient time. That is to 
say children differ in the rate they learn rather than in basic ability to learn. When 
exposed to a richer environment, to a broader spectrum of experiences, children of 
deprived backgrounds have shown higher scores on so-called intelligence tests. If aided 
to overcome their initial handicaps, and given the benefit of good teaching, there is no 
innate reason why children from a slum or an isolated village could not match the 
scores of their more advantaged peers. 

Much testing in a school demands well-developed language skills. The great 
bulk of testing is written work which requires further abilities to reason, and to arrange 
answers in some logical order. Children of deprived backgrounds tend to be weak 
in language skills of the kind required by school tests. It is a fact that mental 
development is retarded by poor language development. The culturally deprived 
child tends to do better on non-verbal testing; be reacts more readily to the concrete 
than to the symbolic. Yet so much of the curriculum is enveloped in verbal symbols, 
and these too, are required for successful response to most testing. Once again the 
child from a deprived background is burdened with an initial handicap. 

Finally, there is the issue of discipline in schools. Here again the child from a 
slum or from a rural area is called upon to adopt what is practically a new culture. He 
is expected to conform to majority patterns of behaviour. Many teachers tolerate poor 
academic achievement far more easily than lapses in behaviour. Yet for the child who 
finds it difficult to understand the language of the teacher, to fathom the necessity of 
sitting still for hours, or of working alone at the same task others are doing; for the 
child whose concept of authority, of interpersonal relationships, of aggression, of 
property is often so much at variance with the general norm, there are endless oppor
tunities to become a disruptive and unwanted element, subjected to daily, public, 
humiliating reprimands. · 

Children who are constantly labelled failures, in both academic and non
academic spheres naturally tend to drop out, and face life with a damaged self.image. 
Even those whose failure is not so complete are willing to consider themselves incapa
ble, inadequate for certain professions or occupations. We have not far to search for 
instances, of either the utter passivity or the frustration that results from these 
experiences. 

There are many alternatives to this situation. One immediate solution would be 
to remedy the school situation. This could be done by providing compensatory 
education for children of culturally deprived backgrounds. Ideally this would be 
provided at the pre-primary and early primary stage involving the parents through 
co-operation with social welfare agencies. It is obviously far easier to learn, than to 
unlearn and to relearn. The early years, too, are vital for the development of 
language, reading and reasoning abilities. 
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At present in India there are, however, large numbers of students in high schools 
and colleges from the genuinely backward classes whose hostel and tuition fees are 
being met by a generous outlay of government funds. There is every possibility of this 
money going to complete waste if compensatory education, however late it may be, is 
not provided. This is a challenge to educators at all levels : to draw up in response to 
diagnosed difficulties a graduated programme to help bridge the void in development. 
Could not the designing of such programmes in their respective disciplines and possibly 
teaching by some, be a form of the compulsory social service now demanded of all 
university students? 

Side by side with such special compensatory programmes outside class hours 
must come individualisation of curriculum content and reform in methods of teaching, 
so that these facts effect a change in the classroom and lecture hall. These combined 
activities should serve to awaken in the disadvantaged student a belief in the possibility 
of personal achievement; they should help him build a more satisfying self-image; 
help him to build up work habits involving concentration, persistence, and initiative 
so that his real chances of success within the system are enhanced. The essential is 
equality of opportunity to succeed, not merely equal access to education. 

SR. BERNADETTE WARD, 

Principal, 
Stella Matutina Training College. 

il'"ilm ~ ar~'T .. ~f ~enilfil{ ~~~ ~ q!t{f(J_' q1~1'. ~~- q1~1 ~ T.J~'T i3fiC1'T 
a:fqiJ'T qfa~ct m~n - ~un~'T it ~~ ~T~ 'rlT~ iff~ t q~;:$1 ~,:r ~T{fal!T ~1 

~~~ ~~ <:fiT ~n <fliT ilfi~ifl, m ~Jf an~, ~etnf'Titctl ~ Gfi~ CftiT iff!({ ~n 

~Cf4 e,;) :a-« fif~1ct, a:r~q~n'T f~~r ~uu~'T ~ :a-~{~~~ril 'l'Tif~ it nij arj~ct 
ilfi~a- ~ 1 ilir~ at arqifr :a-~~ e'l1:1r ~{ if~ q{ ~;r :a-it~'T ~e qun~'T ~ 

a:fffijif~'T~ ijr~ ~ olJ~ it ~~ {~~ E6 <ifil{Of a-J~trolJ iffif n~ ~ 1 

if~•({r, fciEn'l'm~r, a&lfu~r ~~ fcl~rlft6 ~FST ~r"f'Tif ~r{a ~) ~nq_ ~~ 
Cfl'T 3qrN it fq+I_~ct q;~ nQ;, a:rr~ if; '31~\<ill fq~fcr~r~~, ~,:rr~ n~~<!: q;'f 

~tlirft, a:rifi~ollctT ~~ a:n~~ll ~~ fcl<i<:JffT~JJ'fi if'l,:rr~~ ~ a:rr+(fifa ifi{ ~i ~ 1 

a:rq~ ctalflif ~{T~ll ~ ~~ ijlf ~~~1 ~) 'I_tlra ~lii'T it~1 G"~U ~eti~ I 
ll~ ~ ijJJTft il_~eiT ~ ~T ~If arr~ 4t :a-e't q~fa Cfi'T ~~q'{~T ifi{ {~ t I 

36 



~·.n~~ it ~Jsff ~ i:fiT&I'C?i ~~.s!fi fci~?J ijf~~ ~'l~l ~ ifl~~ if"fT~ 

ij(J~ ~ 1 ~~" ~q « rc.,rot ifif•~'T R'~~ ~ a:r~i:ii qro q~hrr aru wt 

q~r~ ij(Ja 1 ~(l'T ffir~or §Jsr lJ~fq fifie'T A'llt ~ ~~i:fi'Tlt ijTwt it 13~~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ olJl:f~TRiifi q~ i=t '{~6: a:rijrift ~ 1 

~SQ ~~TC?i~ it q~~ Eli<~ ~n~ ~r;Jf !tiT ~ifi:fi'T ~:em ~ \if~~~ wt~1 

if~~ ~ililfi'f ~~ ~ a:r~~~ \if'ilJlJil' ~ fe?i~ Ff'llt ffi:q; a(J~ =itT~~ I ~(:t~~ 

lt& ~TCI~ltiili ~ fiifi fiiJQ~~~~lt it SJ~~ ~ 'l.~ . ~'T$1 ~T'if q~~~~ a:rrlij~s 
i:fiT stt~ 1 q~r Eli~~ fctsafir,:n~~ !ili'T m;r ij\OltT Eli) ~ij f.rltm13 ~~ ij"~a 

~ a:r1~ ij"J~ ~1' ~ilcti'T qf6~r - iifi)~ Eli) J:r'T ~~i)~{ ~fa q{ q~~r eiifia- t 1 

aif \iiJrJ: ~if qifq ~~ if£( ~~fcr~r~~ iiti'T ~~ a:rrcr~ltitiar wt~1 ~~~'T 1 

fciJQfcr~T~ltT ~ qJ~ilSfiJJ it alJJl:I~T~iili fct'lltT ~ ~q~a i:fi~iiT =ifTW'~ I 

~r;if i:fi) ~{ij~'Tlt ijlif iifiJ ~~OJ if iiliH~ ~~ ~qrft ij"JJ:rTf51iifi alJcr~rall iifi'T 

~tfJNltT SJra i:fi~~ ~ ~J{~r;il ~ £($ '{il;f\'lt, \i1Jf'f'Tl1 ijJif q'fo it q~crfifa 

iifi~ifJ \iiJ~~ltiifi ~ I lt~ ~~6 rr~1 fef; ~q a:{J~firiili f~cttT SJOJT~'T CfiT ~" 

fu~cM ltr \iiNetn~llf q{ &'T J:r~a {~ 1 ~cr~ fcl~t~ltl iiliT ~'t qf{craif ~'it 
• I 

it eti~Il ~ill \ill~~ltiifi ~ I ~;:~ ~Jijf~ffliifi "~~l it {{ ~tliifi{ ~q~ mnf 
~TJJJ15riifi ~(~rrr ~ CfiJ~ it ~ltrrr ~mifr :qr~q; 1 fir~r~1 ijf'Tcrif, if ~cr~ 

fcl;:.rr · a:J'Gltl;lif iifiT ~'flt t q~;:ij a:JrlJ \ifq~ Cfi) fq~r q~Jif iifi{~ !fiT if~'l,~lt 

~ifij"{ ~'T t I 

~qrft fu~r • q~ffi lfiT SJ?.Jij ~~ ~qru qrowti&l' ~ 1 qro'ilsti'f 16Fi•1.'t 

{~ · flr~ ~llfltT aifi ;:1' ~'Tm1:1 if ~~Eli{ olJJ8 ~ifT =ttrW:~ I ~qrft CI~JJJif 
fu~r · t~OJT~'T ~~~ et;) fcr~'lijJrtrfif ~ oe~lf i=t ~~ a:r~q' ~1' iififT :srtflr~'t 

~ 1 ~ \i(q~ ~~lt ~"lt ~ a:r~rsrr \il•lt fel111~ ~ f{dJ~q i=t a:rilfi=l~ ~a 
ll {~ qf{~~fa i=t fcr~rfflJ.if i:~i'T ij{~J iifi~~ ~ ~~ aTN~TNi:fi fcrq-lif ~ 
ij"IJJJ::lt ijlil i=t ~~ itT~ iifi{lifT ~q~~ (~Ill I qroiliifi&l' {t~J il"ill =itT~Q;: 

f5J(:ti=t fcr~r~1 !fiT ~~q ~ ij_~&l' q~~ ~'t ~~{ \iiTQ; I 

37 



~~ ~TifT CfiT Cfi~o:tr ~ fcti JJ~rfct~r~~ it q~:q if~ ~ 611{ iif~r 61ll 

~T qtf~T~ ~~ij {~ I ~Tel ll~ ~ fcti qft~r~ (1~1 ~~ it 61l~~lli:fi ~ 

q{;:g 61r~~lf!fietr~~r{ ~o:tit qf{iil~o:t ~~~ 'qJffl:~ 1 ~rsr !fi1 ~ra~r 'fiT i!.~lfTi:~iif, 

~~~ qft~r q;r Eli qiifl ~ o:t~1 iilf~~ a-~!fi1 ~It:~ I· <:fl1~~, ~~ C[_~ ~'iji a~ 
~i{ olfi\Ol~Tolf ~ fcti~r :qro:tr :qrf~~ I i'i}t q~ji etiT ~~ q;r it ~Iii if~1 ~ifr 

:qr~~ :it ~er~ ~rsr ~1 ijJ{OT • ~fui CfiT qif~r ~ 1 q~1~I~ 

faqr~'T, a:t&errfffi:fi ~~ eiJfijCfi o:t ~~etH ~=m:r' {t!fi ~i{ JJlftrcti a1{ q{ 61T~f5fij ftti~ 
~rft 1 {(1B ctt:~T;:a it otelfllo:t feft:~1-il cti1 ~{ ~1 o:t~1 ~nif1 611{ ~Tsr ~1 a-~ct 
~Jill it ~Rt'a · ~ro:t, ~llfJJa ~q ~ JT~or eti{ ~€fin 1 trl~ ~1 a:tTC~~lfcti ~ fifi 
qfa illq. ~~ ~RI ~ ill~ it qr~il ~{Q~ i:flT ~~~1 ~rr-'T '~ 1 tt~r i:fi{~ q{ 

msrflor a:tr~Rcti fctt:~~ ~ qfa 5tfif~Cfi '~n 1 fef~t:~i;fi{ fct~ro:t . tr~~;:~'T fclt:~llt 

it Of<f~{ ll~ ~~~ 51TCIT ~ f'ifi qrlil ~~~ CfiJJ • B · Cfilf ii'T~ Cf~ '!~ ~ a:t"~~~To:t 
~qr:qr~ ~~ qr=q'tif ~~rFiilfi q~fa~ ~ 'l_Ur ~fl1 ~ 1 

srrit'qo:tr ~ ~hll ~Cfi 61;lf fcrqlf ll~ ~ fifi a:tT~ ~fl"~fl ~~1 q~rfel~i~ll1 

it a-q~?.J~ ~ Ftlllf ~if ~ 1 qft~r it ~6~ i;fjf 6l~l1fu ~na Cfi{~ ~ W;~ ~i:fi 
~rsr CfiT \9'-' qfu~a ~~f~ft ~ra Cfi{~ ~1 a:tlif~llifietT ~ 1 {B" ~Cfi a:ro:trer~llifi Ftlllf 

o:t~'l at iifliT ctil 1 llf~ fai~T~1 er: ~~ it a:telf~if 'fiT~ it ~~ ~CIT ~, ~~ Mo:tr ifi~ 
frrllril ~ ~'t filllma ~q ~ fct~r~ll ~r~m 1 a:J1{ firliJ:lT i'lTn ~?rf~iifi fct~rMll1 
EliT i:fi~r it HCI~ ctiT a:rrC~~qCfiar ~'t <fqT ~ 1 

fct~r~ll B- a-~'t&! ~ra ~'t ~~~, ~~)ner~?.Jr ~ ~~~er~?.Jr cti1 aTT{ iifiG:If iilifl~ 

~ a:J"h ll~ fcr~J~ fi:liliJ ~lol ~ ~ ;a-ififiT fi!'itor cti~ filll11l B- if~f ~f~~ li~H~a 

lfTii~~if ~ f.tillr ~lifT :qrm-~ 1 Q:~ fifia~ ~1 ~r?J · ~rsrr ~ 5~T ft:ri ~q~?.lfa 

qr~ ~ ~~ q~·~~~~ll a:Jr~ ~ 1 Q:~n a:Jfo:tl!Cfilft fct~fall'f a:rqil1 Q:R;~a 

ifJijfi!f{fJl it {~ nT ~~ qif ~~~~ ~ I 

ll~ q~tfi!Tlf iiJra ~ ~ ~JJa1 {liill tr{ifiT{ ~il ~~~ trorr~'T it ~~a qft~~o:t 
~T~ ~ Cfil~?llf iifi{J {~T ~ I ~it li~T tra't~r ~ fit; ~lct1 ~JSffiiJ( ar 3"if 

~~ q~ ?f' o:t~1 :q~n ~o:t ~ ~q an~ ~51{ {~ ~ I 

38 
811"{. ~T~i{T ~') 

fe"P:r q-~ (~fq-~1") 



Whither Sports? 

The training of the physical faculties of the individual is an indispensable factor 
in education. Yet interest in sports at the college level is certainly on the decline. 
The majority of the students fail to realize the value of a good sports education when 
young. Students with genuine enthusiasm for sports, form unfortunately, a small 
minority of the college. This is in effect, a failure to recognize the fact that a healthy 
body ensures a healthy mind- "unity of organisms" to use the jargon of physical 
education. 

The status of sports in colleges today is thus regrettable. An interview with 
Mrs. Mangaladurai, Physical Directress of our college proved enlightening on the subject 
at hand. The interview ran on these lines :-

Q. Why is Sports Education essential for the all-round development of the 
student? 

A. Participation in sports enables the student to learn much more than what he 
does through the perusal of books alone. 

Desirable qualities like a sense of co-operation, honesty and respect for the 'rules', 
of any game, are inculcated. Lately, there is the inclination on the part of the students 
to do away with any restriction imposed in the form of rules. But participation in 
tournaments teaches a player to conform to rules without further ado. Of course, the 
sporting spirit that characterizes a good player at all times cannot be over-emphasized. 
The ability to take victory and defeat in the right spirit at this age prepares one to face 
other situations successfully in later life. 
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Q. Is there a general 
apathy prevalent towards 
sports? If so, are there any 
reasons for the situation? 

A. It is clear that there 
is generally great enthu
siasm for sports at the 
primary school level. But 
in college, this situation 
changes entirely. H e r e , 
other attractions wean the 
student away from sports· 
So much so, time spent on 
the games field becomes 
time wasted. Even a stu
dent with an interest in 
games finds these other 
activities more compelling. 
This is why, many students 
who have been keenly inte
rested in games at school, 
detach themselves from it in 
later life. 

Q. Is there scope for improvement? It so, in what way? 

A. The best ''face-lift" so to speak, for sports can be achieved by the intro
duction of 'grades'. Students can be assessed effectively in this manner. With a 
minimum grade made compulsory, students are given the incentive to aim at higher 
grades. With the present emphasis laid on sports at the 'job-market', a student with 
a 'A' grade in sports could have an advantage over others. A system on these lines has 
been discussed by the Board of Physical Directon, but nothing has materialized so far. 

Mrs. Mangaladurai 's conclusions thus confirm the need for greater stress on 
sports education. Perhaps the few who, today, involve themselves actively in sports 
gain efficiency in a sure manner for they follow a system of work and play. 

The evening should form a time of recreation for the old and the young. Any 
game played at this time refreshes the mind and strengthens the body. One achieves a 
kind of" well-being". Sports is the best passport to eternal youth. 
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.... to think critically .... 

to think creatively ...• 
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A Short Stor4-Sort of 

Conversation swims along when you're dazed and one part of your mind worries 
dully about the heat and the light and the yellow-and-green leaves which hum drowsily 
in the steaming afternoon, and the other part of your subconscious behaves like an 
automaton and jerks out the required phrases which somehow don't seem like your 
own. It's as if you were chanting monotonous incantations while your ears were dying 
to hear something else: yes, that's it exactly. And that's how it was with me, when 
that man performed his verbal acrobatics with an agility which seemed astounding then 
but which now shows itself to be merely a piece of practised art, a kind of artificially 
activated lethargy. For example: 

"Why do you try your level best to set yourself up as a misogynist ?" 

"But I don't. That is to say, we men don't have to try. It comes naturally to 
us, considering the fact that women are, as someorie, I forget who, put it-" 

"Please don't generalise." 

"Of course I know that the man who generalises generally lies." 

" Is that original?" 

"No-not exactly. It's just one of the millions of jokes in my repertoire." 

This, for us, represented the epitome of scintillation. But now it's rather 
different, and to trace the origin of the change it's necessary for me to say why it's 
different. The man's personality has something to do with it. Darwin coined the 
expression "cryptic colouration" to describe the animate organism's ability to blend 
with its surrounding and adjust itself to them, thus e~suring the survival of the fittest. 
This individual possesses that quality, I feel. He's capable of compressing his mental 
shape into whatever form the current situational context requires of it, and environ
mental changes erode his character, rendering it a formless, timeless entity which, while 
being dynamic after a fashion, remains static owing to its total lack of force and 
movement, its damaging reliance on deliberation, motivation and prevarication, its 
ludicrous and quite unjustified fear of "saying the wrong thing" and above all, its 
pompous pretentiousness. This may seem an ungrateful and cruel indictment of one 
who always attempts to please, whose entire life bas been, is, and will be one long, 
pathetic, weary, lachrymose moan. But you have to admit that if you live for others, 
you will be judged by them and if you irritate them -well, it's just too bad. 

Come to three years ago. He used to wait for me then. Quite the Old Faithful. 
He was, it must be mentioned (as a fragment of worthless but nevertheless gratuitous 
information), a dabbler in-why, quite a connoisseur of-serendipity, as well as the 
owner of a brain that seethed with a farrago of nonsensical trivia. 
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"That chap who got stabbed by some nut-he's succumbed to his injuries." 

" In other words, be's croaked. Do you HAVE to use euphemisms?" 

That juvenile exchange went on to this: 

"I did not exist for you at that time. Don't you realise that you were the only 
person who eased my loneliness a little?" 

And so on. Even now, after all that he bas been through, he is like hazy water; 
there is a clogging mist over it and there's emptiness somewhere. Oh no, be's not an 
enigma. But in that heavy, cloying air that squats on his awkward manifestations of 
repressed, perturbed emotion, there is desperation: a moist longing, a desire for 
expression that could be reduced to a slogan, "Accept me." And again: 

"You don't understand. No one does. I'm pragmatic and intensely down-to 
earth. No romanticism for me. But don't you know what life bas done to me? I'm 
somewhere between heaven and earth, a slave to Time, a slave to you, and where is the 
wi~ged chariot that will help me escape?" 

There was a girl, too-l don't know bow 
she fitted into the picture, because she was an 
appendage, a detachable safety valve, that this 
man's sagging ego adhered to with all its 
might, and though you might say that their 
relationship was a peculiar one, that it smacked 
of servility and a certain variety of inhuma
nity, you can't deny that such relationships 
are often successful in that the participants 
need and parasitically cling to each other, if 
only to indulge in mutual taunting, mockery 
and abuse. But last year he left her, just like 
that. 

"All my life I've been dull. Now I want 
something, I don't know what. You were my 
saviour, once. When everyone else said I was 
boring, insipid etc. you supported me. But 
now things have changed, haven't they?" 

Yes, they have, because eternity is ahead. Conversation drags on, with its 
empty, loud philosophy: the painting-like sky and the unreal sun, the yellow-and-green 
leaves melt away behind the solid black bars that expand and grow denser, more 
suffocating, that press you, mould you, pinch you into a smaller travesty of a human 
being, that hammer your universe into a microcosm in which life dwindles to nothing. 
And then it's all meaningleu. Now, we're different: 
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"Don't you feel there's a strain, some tension, between us?" 

"Yes ...... it wasn't there three years ago. But you evade things even more then 
you used to. You're afraid of something." 

"I'm not afraid ...... I've told you I'm a slave, not a free man. I'm not free to 
be afraid. 

"You're a self-appointed martyr. 

Last night, he was almost himself again ...... full of joie de vivre, be went on and 
on with his jesting but somehow the world was grey and still, and his words were stale, 
and while the derrick slammed into the earth outside I chanted mechanically even 
though my ears throbbed, shrieked for freedom. Oh God, I wish he would die soon. 

Mere existing triangles 
Squares and circles 

1 

Coffee-cups and drawn-curtains 
Surround me. 

And I smile at the bare walls 
Outside, tinted-glass grumble 
Because the sun burns their back 

G. RAMA, 

II B.A. (Lit.) 

No one knows inside coldness equally burns. 

That is life 
I learn to accept it. 

2 

The mellow of the 
Binding and unbinding hands, 
Swirling dreams, 
Glow-worms in darkness, 
The warmth of your eyes 
Melt with the ice under my feet 
And marry the sea 
The dew-drops vanish 
Brightness fades 
My unveiled heart 
Stands as a shore 
In an island 
Floatina in that sea. 

S. PRABHA 

II B.A. (Lit.) 
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Old One 
I see, through the blindness of tears, 
your gnarled hands 
and stooped back 
that shame my upright youth 

Old one 
gaze into the river 
reflecting visions of wasted youth 
and shake your snowy head 
with the quiet resigned regret 
of the aged ... ~ ......... . 
for the river has reached its sea 

Old one 
reach out for a falling leaf 
but miss it 
for your hands are unsteady ...•..•..... 
and the years have flown anyway; 
sniff the departing autumn air 
before you see your 
eternal winter 
and 

Old one 
look once more upon 
the seed you have sown, 
Then turn to the wind 
who sings your requiem 
in autumn whispers 
over and over 
again .......•....••. 
Tempus fugit 
Temp11s fug 
it Tempus 
fugit Tern 
pus fug 
it 

DEVIKA MUKHERJI 
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Dreams 

Imprisoned within a palisade of green leaves 
A meek little pink lily dreams 

Of decorating an impeccable altar 
A ruthless hand plucks it to thrust it in an overflowing basket. 
Half crushed, the lily slips and falls down 

To be trodden upon by a heavy foot. 
The lily lies silent shedding its pinkish tears 

Its dream all shattered into shivers. 

The rattling leaves of the Thespesia tree 
Passing around a silent secret 

Dreams of a forthcoming zephyr. 
A storm whirls them down to the ground. 

·The eloquent leaves now are silent, 
dripping and motionless 

As the wicked arms of death encroach and crush 
their sweet dreams. 

In the calm waters of a bluish stream 
A trout plays in ecstatic delight 
And dreams of a clear sunny day to come. 
The trout gets caught in a cruel net 
Its once dreaming heart 

Now throbs in suffocation and defeat. 

Standing alone in a trance of vernal meadow 
A little black Iamb bleats to its mother 
Its dreams persist 
For it soon views the uncaring mother 
feeding three others of the litter. 
The little black Iamb bleats and bleats 

Its lonesome call remains unheard. 

Do dreams ever come true ? 
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Education in English Literature 

Formal education in England dated from the Middle Ages. Education for 
boys was based on code of chivalry, the ultimate aim being knighthood. Girls' 
education was of a domestic nature. They learnt the basics of household management. 
But English education as we know it today began to take shape in the fourteenth 
century. The majority of the boys were sent to grammar schools to be groomed, 
usually for a clerical career. The great public schools of Winchester and Eton were 
set up now, while the Oxford and Cambridge Universities, became more firmly 
established in the general pattern of education. The Universities however, could not 
boast of the social harmony manifest in the growing number of grammar schools as 
there was frequent unrest as a result of student participation in politics. The same 
system was continued into the Stuart times, the predominant mood being one of 
aristocratic frivolity, with the emphasis on culture and the arts, music, dancing, painting 
and fencing. Harmony returned with Queen Anne and a staid grammar school educa
tion was popular once more. The girls however were not yet considered worthy of a 
formal education, but women began to form a large part of the reading public. The 
eighteenth century saw the emergence and formation of a standard system of education 
for both boys and girls. 

Public school snobbery was on its way to reaching its peak during this period. 
It was considered the ideal type of education for boys, as Joseph Andrews, quoting Sir 
Thomas Booby, says, " A boy taken from a public school and carried into the world 
will learn more in one year than one of a private education will in five, ..... for great 
schools are little societies where a boy of any observation may see in epitome what he 
will afterwards find in the world at large". All the features of the traditional public 
school were finally set now, the system of 'fagging', teasing, Speech Days, Feast Days, 
Carnivals, Inter-House Cricket, schoolboy patriotism, and romantic male friendship. 
The emphasis was mainly on culture. A boy was expected to know all about music, 
dance, art and fencing by the time he left school. The subjects he learnt, though 
mostly not in overmuch detail, were the classical languages- Greek and Hebrew, 
European languages- French, German, Spanish and Italian - Algebra ("Confound 
the first inventors of cotillions. Say I - they are as bad as algebra to us country 
gentlemen"), Mathematics, Astronomy and Geography. The public schools on the 
whole were more disciplined than the private and had a greater following. The poorer 
classes had their education in charity schools, but their main education lay in their 
apprenticeship to some trade, or on the estate of some nobleman. 

Girls had a formal education for the first time in Boarding Schools that were 
started for them. The idea however was not very popular and the attitude of the upper 
classes was a scornful one, exemplified by Sir Anthony Absolute's remark in Sheridan's 
play 'The Rivals': "I'd as soon have them taught the black art as their alphabet". 
Domestic accomplishments were still thought sufficient. And as Mrs. Malaprop says
" I don't think so much learning becomes a young woman ". Reading was becoming 

50 



more and more popular with the women; instructive reading was considered the thing, 
but the sentimental novels of Sterne and Smollett were read on the sly by young girls, 
with circulating libraries helping them in this pursuit. 

The Regency was an age of restlessnes and change, but the settled system of 
education was not disturbed. There was no symptom of future change. While Shelley 
was studying at Eton, any possible Republican ardour among students was crushed by 
a scheme of study based on conventional lines. A public school student had to learn 
classical languages like Greek and Latin. The taste for Latin quotations was, in fact, 
so pronounced that when Pitt the Younger in the House of Commons was interrupted 
in a quotation from 'The Aeneid', the whole House rose as one man to supply the end. 
The study of Science was optional but music and dancing were obligatory. The system 
of flogging remained, taking a barbarous turn at times. 

The Universities of the day were characterised by the decadence- "The 
correct thing to do was nothiBg ". John Thorpe in " Northanger Abbey", fresh from 
Oxford, says to Catherine Morland, "There is no drinking at Oxford now, I assure 
you. Nobody drinks there. You would hardly meet with a man who goes beyond his 
four pints at the most ". Life in the University was an expensive, idle one, with 
students often running into debt and keeping mistresses. Tutors saw very little of their 
pupils, who followed a routine from which study was totally eliminated. Byron 
records with withering scorn, "Nobody here seems to look into an Author ancient or 
modern, if they can avoid it. The Muses, poor devils, are totally neglected, except by 
a few Musty old Sophs and Fellows, who, however agreeable they may be to Minerva, 
are perfect antidotes to the Graces". The same laxity was found among teachers who 
generally "enjoyed feeble puns, college tittle-tattle and good fat livings in the 
Church". 

The private academies gave a liberal education to the poorer class. Some 
mathematics and science was taught and a good grounding in Latin was given. Greek, 
however, was not taught at all. There was more emphasis on reading, and books 
ranged from Virgil to Maria Edgeworth. 

The age saw also the rise of professional institutions. Keats was apprenticed 
at St. Guy's Hospital for medical training. He was taught anatomy, physiology, the 
theory and practice of medicine, chemistry and materia medica. Those mechanically 
inclined could pursue their interests at the Mechanics Institute, but the general 
tendency was towards self-education. 

Girls now needed several more accomplishments. Apart from the earlier 
requirements such as music and dancing, Becky Sharp and Amelia Sedley at Miss 
Pinkerton's Academy had to learn" Orthography, geography, every variety of embroi
dery and needlework, deportment and carriage", besides familiarising themselves with 
Continental languages and the '' Dixionary ". Catherine Morland learns writing and 
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accounts from her father and French from her mother. A governess apart from 
knowing these subjects had to be proficient in both vocal and instrumental music and 
the elements of natural science. 

Education was subjected to a gradual decadence before it was reformed through 
individual initiative in the age of Queen Victoria. Public school education which 
hitherto had been a status symbol was now distorted beyond recognition due to a total 
collapse of student morality. Bullying took a dangerous turn in the form of 'tossing' 
which ordeal Tom Brown suffered for being defiant. ''Fuddling about in a pub-house 
and drinking bad spirits, punch and such rotgut stuff" were not uncommon. Another 
habit with students was betting at the Derby lottery. The cure to all this was found 
by Dr. Thomas Arnold of Rugby who reformed his institution into a model set-up. 
His efforts served to popularise public schools once more. 

The private academies were very notorious. The teachers therein were not 
trained. Squeers (of Dotheboys Hall fame) himself conducts a class in English 
spelling, giving the boys a practical knowledge of "B-o-t-t-i-n-e-y" by making them 
weed his garden and teaching them that "w-i-n-d-e-r" is easement, by making them 
clean his windows. Mr. Mell of Salem House, David Copperfield's master "hasn't a 
sixpence to bless himself with". Students were subjected to severe physical punish
ment. Creakle and his prototypes imprinted" red ridges across the backs of students" 
with their canes. There were 'dame' schools or seminaries for girls. It was not ye·. 
an accepted thing for girls to obtain degrees at Universities. The much needed reform 
in this outdated educational system came only in 1870, through Gladstone's Education 
Act which brought in several changes at a time. Primary education was made 
available to every child. Denominational teaching was removed from the Univer
sities. The Civil Service Posts were thrown open to all, and, in keeping with the 
growing importance of women's emancipation, women's colleges were founded at 
Oxford and Cambridge, and women were permitted to sit for the degree examination. 

The twentieth century Gonsolidated the reforms of the earlier year. The old 
public school and University ethos had produced many fine men, but now it was dyin~:; 
and a cataclysmic global war hastened the change. 1he modern attitude was voiced 
by Shaw in 'Man and Superman', - "The schoolboy who uses his Homer to 
throw at his fellow's head makes perhaps the safest and most rational use of him". 
People realised that the old system was not good for the modern pupils, for, according 
to Huxley in ' Antic Hay' it was "rotting their minds, in fact, with a diet of soft 
vagueness ". 

Despite changes, however, the public school was too old an institution to die 
altogether. The inherent culture-snobbery of the public school never ceased to project 
itself. Practical chemical and mechanical sciences were now added to the curriculum. 
Though they were dying out, this sentiment still prevailed, - "When all's said and 
done, these prep schools are not your damned Board or Council schools - reading 
and writing factories. These are the only places left for a gentleman''. 
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This was the age of modern practical education. Vast improvement was made, 
through Balfour's Education Act of 1902. Syllabi were modernised, teachers were given 
improved training, health and physical training were emphasised. Elementary education' 
was made compulsory. Secondary schools were the most popular; these developed 
any special talent, besides a necessary minimum of reading and writing. The .average 
grammar school, like the one William Brown attends, for instance, laid less emphasis on 
history and languages than on carpentry and practical chemistry, -which was enough 
to inspire the most enthusiastic efforts, even if rather disastrous. This type of education 
turned out boys fitted for mechanical and industrial careers. There was a preponde
rance of technical colleges. 

The Great Universities retained their "Salmon mayonnaise, chinese lanterns, 
ices and college ties". Yet, they became the select preserve of a leisured group still 
interested in the Classics. The polytechnics and commercial colleges had the most 
attendance, for they were career-oriented. Eton and Oxford taught boys to be gentle
man; polytechnics taught them to be engineers. Night schools catered for adults and 
there were also schools for industrial workers. 

With women's emancipation, there was a vast advance in their education. Well
equipped Boarding Schools were started for them. Domestic science was now rele
gated to second place and technical education was given even to girls. Co-educational 
institutions were started. During the war, they were given training in First Aid and 
Drilling. This resulted in the modern educated product, - " all tough rubber goods 
and platinum". 

The attitude to teaching bad also changed. Previously according to old 
Gumbril in 'Antic Hay', men " sought the last refuge of feeble minds in classical 
education" and taught. Now the profession was well paid and prestigious. With 
modernity, the age-old sentiment never changed-" Schoolmastering's so different, so 
important, don't you think? To be influencing those who are going to grow up and 
matter to the world ". 

A Second World War spelt a complete break with the past and education was 
revolutionised in all aspects. However, an arbitrary judgement cannot be passed on 
the benefits of either the old or the new school of education. Modernity demands 
greater exercise of the mind, while the old school instilled healthy values and aesthetic 
appreciation. Education thus as a major issue of life will remain a subject of 
controversy. 

V ANI DESIKAN 

I B.A. (Lit.) 

MEENA RAMAN! 
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La Cendrillon Mechante 

K. MALARVIZHI 

II B.Sc. (Maths) 

Tout le monde croit que cendrillon etait une fille pauvre qui a travaille toute Ia 
journee pendant que ses bellesoeurs et sa belle-mere s'arnusaient aux bals. Mais non, 
mes amis-Ce conte nous dit d'une cendrillon mechante et Iaide qui faisait travailler sa 
mere et ses soeurs. 
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II y avait une fois une famille composee d'une mere et de trois filles. Une fille 
qui s'appelait cendrillon etait tres brlle. Mais sa mere etait Ia plus belle C ndrillon 
vivait comme une reine, ses soeurs et sa mere etaient com me ses bonnes. C haque jour, 
Cendrillon les commandait-" Marguerite, lave le plancher, Helene lave les vetements. 
Et toi, maman, apporte du bois et allume-le ". Puis que cette cendrillon etait tres 
jalouse de ses soeurs e~ de sa mere, elle Ies detestait. Et elles repondaient- "Oui 
mademoiselle, nous ferons cela ". 

Un jour il y avait un grand bal ou Ie prince charmant venait Ce prince eta it si 
bon et si brave que cendrillon etait tres excitee. Elle voulait marier ce prince. "Je 
suis si belle" elle pensait, "Je charmerai le prince avec rr es bonnes manieres ". Alors, 
elle eria: "Marguerite, arrange mes Tresses de soie; Helene, apporte mes souliers, et 
toi Maman, apporte rna robe rouge". Ainsi Cendrillon s' habilla, alia dans sa grand 
voiture, Iaissant ses soeurs et sa mere dans Ia maison. 

"0! maman" cria Ia belle He I ene, "com me je veux aller au bal ". "moi 
aussi" "cria Ia jolie Marguerite". "Ne criez pas mes enfants. Croyezvous que je ne 
veux pas danser ". Et elle prit sa place en regardant Ies cendres avec envie. 

Tout a coup une lumiere brilla. Une belle fee apparut. Elle leur donna ce 
qu'elles voulaient. Aussi, toutes les trois s'en allerent au bal. La mere etait Ia plus 
belle dans sa robe doree et ses souliers de verre. La fee les avait prevenues a retourner 
a minuit. 

Les jeunes, Ia mere aussi, s'amusaient beaucoup au bal. Le prince dansa avec 
une belle femme mais, il ne Ia reconnut pas. Quand Ia cloche sonna a minuit, les trois se 
precipiterent a Ia maison. Mais en courant I' une d'elles, perdit son soulier. 

Le prince aimait la belle inconnue. Qui etait-elle? Ou demeurait _ elle? Quand 
il trouva le soulier, il dit a son page: "Prend ceci partout, a chaque maison. Je 
marierai Ia femme a qui appartient ce Soulier." 

Quand Ie page arriva a Ia maison de cendrillon, cendrillon envoya ses soeurs et 
sa mere dedans, et elle a mis Ie soulier. "Oh! Oh! mon pied est cas~e ", Entin le 
page etait en train de sortir quand Ia mere l'a essaye. Et savez-vous qui! lui convint 
tres bien! 

R. RADHIKA, 

I B.A. (Sociology) 
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Un Apres Midi 

Je voyais Ies fees qui dansaient 
Parmi Ies arbres en tleurs 
Les oiseaux, ils chantaient 
M ieux pour des heures 

Mais tout a coup · 
lis ont disparu 
Et moi-
D'un air embarasse 
Je me suis reveillee 

Au rire de mes amies 
Et a Ia colere 
De mon professeur ! 

ELIZABETH VERGHESE 

I B Sc 

I 

Un Bachelier En Economie 

Au college venait - il taus Ies jours 
Sauf dans ses etudes, errait son esprit partout, 
Pendant trois annees, il reussissait a passer Ie temps, 
Venaient les examens pour etudier il n'avait plus de temps. 

Prenant les notes, 
En choisissant et omettant 
Etudiant jusqu'a minuit, 
Allant au temps. 

Pourrait- il a voir du succes?- 11 en avait 
II recc:vait son diplome, avec des millions comme lui, 
Pendant un interview on lui a demande -
-" Expliquez ]'inflation". 
"Qu'est -ce que c'est? ", dit- il, d'un air deconcerte ... 
Son diplome, qu'a- t-il fait pour lui? 

R. JAYASHREE 

A. MALINI 

R. LAKSHMI 

II B.A. 



Changing Patterns ..... . 
(i) 

PREMILA AGARWAL, 

III B.A. (Fine Arts) 
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Changing Patterns 
(ii) 

G. LATHA, 

III B.A. (Fine Arts) 



Whl{ Research ? 

Advanced technology and rapid changes in society make demands for a range 
of skills and mastery of subjects such as only a highly developed system of education 
can provide. Diverse are the views expressed as regards the place and importance of 
research in the scheme of education, in the "changing patterns". But there can be no 
dispute that education should be research-oriented. 

The spirit of inquiry and probity form the pre-requisites for research. And 
this is not something that is new to our country. Though the system of education 
that gives special importance to research might be termed 'new', we find, however, 
that the relevance of research is made mention of in our ancient treatises. 

To wit : atr•Jqfc:qti{;Jt~~ q1~ ~q: ~\l~T the student derives only a part 
from the teacher whereas a part is acquired through his own it~T or intuitive intellect. 
The Vedic Indian had an inquiring mind. He used to wonder why the stars which 
twinkle and adorn the sky in the nights, disappear during the day. Needless to say 
that this wonderment lead to consistent questioning and probing - the essential 
preliminaries for education and enlightenment. The true pursuit of knowledge begins 
with the sense of wonder, with an ardour and persistence that is not deterred by any 
difficulty or impediment, developing the power not merely of perception but of probing 
deeper into the nature of things. 

Well known is the parable of Nachiketas of the Upanishads. His spirit of 
enquiry and pursuit of knowledge led to the exquisite exposition of 'atmavidya' in the 

~)qfir~~t_ (Katopanishad) Nachiketas illustrated the true aspirant of knowledge-

fer~t~'TR~ o:tf:q~(l'~ ~r•it declares his teacher, Yama. Incidentally, the parable 
·in the Upanishad offers guidelines on how true knowledge should be sought. It 
seems to point out that real education consists not so much in teaching the young 
student what to think and learn, but how to think, so that he goes on seeking and 
inquiring, thus developing the habit of reasoning and research. We are familiar 
with the fact that the quintessence of the spirit of enquiry is represented by the method 
evolved by Socrates, who represents the finest flower of Greek culture. It follows there
from that the purpose of education should be to stimulate and guide the self-develop
ment of students. This would naturally and necessarily mean that those entrusted 
with teaching should also be alive with living thoughts, with an aptitude for research. 

Here comes the question whether a research degree could be deemed the 
criterion in judging one's mastery of all the branches of the subjects concerned. 
Besides, research leads to over-specialisation in just one aspect of one's subject, even 
as Shaw observed-· "Though everybody nowadays seems to know the x, y, z of 
everything; nobody knows the a, b, c of anything". It may also be argued that 
research is just trying to know 'more of less and less!' 
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But there is no denying the fact that research does help one to a very great 
extent in getting a firm grip on the subject. Perfect ease and great confidence could be 
gained by the fact that a greater part of one's time is devoted to the study of 
not merely one's subject but other subjects too, related to the topic. For instance the 
subject of ' Polity in the Epic' necessarily involves the study of political philosophy and 
principles not only of the Epics but of other works, earlier and later, of both the East 
and the West, dealing with the subject. 

At the same time the responsibility of having to teach a new subject or branch 
in one's own discipline, hitherto unlearnt, also makes it incumbent on the part of the 
teacher to study all relevant material and explore the particular subject, leading thus 
to intensive research. Instances such as there are not uncommon where teachers are 
forced to be research-oriented, though not following any usual form of research. 

In the words of A. N. Whitehead, "What we should aim at producing in men 
who possess culture and expert knowledge is some .special direction; this expert 
knowledge will give them the ground to start from " - the purpose of research is laid 
bare. 

Thus it would appear that the purpose of research is the widening 'of rthe 
horizon of knowledge so that the enquiring mind ever seeks newer and newer pastures 
to spend its energies upon. It is necessarily bound to be an ever receding horizon, for 
when the unknown unfolds, it results in the discovery of more and more 'areas 
unknown. 

MYTHILI RAMAN, 

M.A. M.Litt. (Sanskrit) 
Stella Maris College. 

Research- Oriented College Education 
(Tiie Project undertaken by the Economics Dept.) 

Of late one bas been hearing more and more about the need for "involvement " 
on the part of the students, and the need to overhaul our educational system to make 
it meaningful. This would enable students impelled by a sense of academic curiosity 
to conduct independent enquiries. This would involve the collecting, processing and 
analysing of data in order to verify " expositions " made by the lecturer. It should, 
that is, encourage a research mentality among students, by which education becomes a 
two-way process involving both the teacher and the taught. 

It is not an easy task to tune the minds of students towards research, especially 
at the undergraduate level where the number is eighty to ninety per class consisting 
of a heterogenous mixture of interested, disinterested, enthusiastic and apathetic 
learners. 
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Within such limitations, the staff of Stella Maris College started a few projects 
department-wise with the aim of inculcating in students the ability to think creatively 
and critically and to apply their knowledge effectively to practical problems. 

The project of the Economics Department was to study the working of enginee. 
ring units which export their products mainly, and which are based in Madras City. 
As project co-ordinator, it fell upon me to prepare the questionnaire, suggest methods 
of collecting data, give tips on how to conduct interviews so as to gain some knowledge 
of the expertise involved. 

The entire preparation of the report was undertaken by students of the third 
year B.A. Economics class. Their work, it is hoped, will be the fore-runner of many 
such projects to be undertaken in future years in order to make college education 
meaningful. The report submitted by the students is as follows : 

I. No. of industrial units surveyed -16. 

2. Nature of the products exported by them : 
a) whole unit$ - 37.5% 
b) spare parts - 12.5% 
c) both -50% 

3. Nature of technology involved : 

a) capital intensive- 37.5% 
b) labour intensive- 25% 
c) both - 37.5% 

4. Nature of foreign collaboration : 

a) purely technical - 18.75% 
b) only financial - 12.5% 
c) Technicaltfinancial- 31.25% 
d) Managerial -25% 
e) No collaboration - 12.5% 

5. Problems faced by the exporting units : 

a) Financial 
b) Technological 
c) Raw material 
d) Transport 
e) Freight-rates 
f) Marketing 

Due to the need for sophisticated packing of export items, the cost becomes 
uncompetitive in the world-market. Further, the delay due to the non-availability of 
shipping facilities which brings in a time lag of four to six months increases the cost by 
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10-15% in the interim period. In order to fulfil the export commitments of the 
firms, most of them have undertaken sales promotion activities like sending trade 
delegations abroad, opening show rooms, conducting market research and so on. But 
the firms fail to succeed in their endeavour due to lack of foreign components and even 
lack of indigenous raw materials. Above all, the industrial units feel that a stable 
policy by the government could go a long way in promoting exports. 

GANGA GANESAN, M.A. 
and 

STUDENTS OF III B.A. 
(Economics) 

Continuing Education 
Qandhi Correspondence Course 

Lord Halifax once described Gandhi as" a good little man". But, as some one 
else has remarked, ''he is at the ~arne t1me a Himalayan peak one can have view of, 
and can even reach if one makes the effort". The best manner in which one can do 
this today is by reading his life-story and trying to comprehend his ideals. That is what 
we, the students of the Gandhi Correspondence Course have been doing. 

Very often when people, usually the younger generation, are asked what they 
know of Gandhi, they remark casually : "Oh, he's a great man", or, "He's the 
father of our nation", or enlighten us with. "He was the man who led us to free
dom trying not to shed a ·drop of blood ". But if the same people who have 
given such knowing replies are asked what they are doing as a result of this knowledge 
of Gandhi's greatness and moral strength, they brush aside the qutstion saying that he 
was fine in the past, but just wouldn't fit in now .......... . 

Such people fail to reali~e that Gandhi's methods do fit in, in the present 
context. The problem is how and where to fit them. The reason why we should 
adhere to them is given in Joad's words : " Gandhi bas announced a method for the 
settlement of disputes which may not only supersede the methods of force, but, as men 
grow more powerful in the art of destr1:1ction, must supersede it if civilisation is to 
survive". This method is the use of that weapon which does not burt physically but 
pricks mentally and when used correctly and flexibly, works well- non-violence, 
ahimsa, call it what you may. 

At this juncture it is interesting to note that most.of the points included in the 
20 Point Economic Programme : land for the landless, development of the handloom 
sector, removal of bonded labour, conservation of foreign exchang~:, removal of untou
chability and programmes for the rural poor for example- had been echoed and r~ 
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echoed by Gandhiji in the past. We, his prodigal sons, had failed to implement or 
follow his ideals. It is only now that we have woken up from a long sleep of ignorance 
to taste the essence of his glorious teaching. 

During the course, we followed Gandhi's life from boyhood to Gandhi as 
a barrister, travelled with him to Africa to staunchly uplift the Indian cause there, 
came back to the turbulent atmosphere of pre-independent India fighting for freedom 
with only "ahimsa" and "satya" as our weapons. We also swam in deeper waters to 
stumble on treasures like " Ramrajya ", " Dharma", " Bbahmacbarya ", " Shantbi" 
and " Satyagraba ". 

Thus we broke open the doors into this treasure-house of knowledge that is 
Gandhi, and gathered gems illuminating the great soul. Discussions on burning topics 
of the day were another feature of the course. The most glorious moment was that in 
which we realised that Gandhism can be practised in any age, at any time. The 
Gandhian dharma is sheer bliss, to be attained only if one is prepared to " carry the 
cross" and grow day by day in knowledge and compassion. Though it does not seem 
easy, another Gandhi an ideal shows the way to it - "constant practice" which with 
determination and bard work and confidence can do wonders for you and me ! 

SUCHARITA PAl, 

I.B.Sc. (Matbs.) 

An Appointment with the Moon 

... the moon in her glory ... 

It was the night of November the eighteenth - a night crowned by the full moon 
reigning in all her pristine glor)' amongst her ' fays ' - the stars. As tiny mud lamps 
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were being lit on the streets of Madras on the first night of Karthigai, a group of 
about forty students gathered on the terrace of S.M.C.- no evening class this, but an 
enthusiastic group of girls who desired to witness the occurrence of a total lunar eclipse 
in the heavens above. 

The most fundamental explanation for the occurrence of the lunar eclipse is 
that, the moon in its orbit around the earth passes through a region called the Shadow 
Cone; this ever-existent cone traps the moon on its darker side and thus permits the 
occurrence of a lunar eclipse. The eclipse to be witnessed was a total one that is, in 
spite of the moon being full, it would slowly be submerged in shadow; it would lose 
its brightness temporarily and then reappear full and bright ; all in a matter of three 
and a half hours. 

Coming back to our mid-night extravaganza, we had organised it almost as a 
regular picnic, all old wives' tales about not consuming food while under the spell of an 
eclipse were happily ignored. Since the eclipse was not scheduled to begin till 2.09 a.m., 
nineteenth of November, we had ample time to explore the sky. Our six inches tele
scope was focussed on various constellations, major stars and planets. The most 
notable of our observations were Jupiter, with no less than four moons; and Mars and 
Saturn, captured by our telescope. Naked-eye observations of the constellations of 
Leo, Gemini, Taurus and Orion could be made. Incidentally, the Pladys Constellation 
(known as Karithigai in Indian astrology} was observed, very close to the moon. 

It was indeed a beautiful, peaceful night, the moon serenely poised in the night 
sky unaware of the experience 
ahead of her ! 

In the meantime, our 
student photographers were 
busy preparing the necessary 
equipment to photograph the 
various aspects of the eclipse. 
Peculiarly clad, from top to 
toe, shivering in the cold night 
air, people walked about awai
ting the great event. 

The eclipse was to 
begin at 2.09 a.m. I.S.T. 
When the whole group looked 
above expecting a spectacular 

Busy with the equipment... change in the Lady Moon, 

we were surprised and slightly 
disappointed to find the entire sky suffocated by cirrus clouds. Occasionally they 
parted, giving a few glimpses of the moon, now under the spell of the eclipse. The 
clouds frustrated many an onlooker; we wished we could just reach for a giant broom 
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and sweep the whole sky clear of the clouds. The most disappointed were perhaps our 
photograpw but they persisted all the same. Even when the clouds parted for about 
fifteen seco.)o reveal the moon, the photographers in a frenzy yelled to eac·h other, 
shifted this and removed that, exposed the film, shouted to each other to clear out of 
the way, for Heaven's sake, and to hell with these clouds. Imagine our delightful 
surprise when quite a few of the snaps turned out to be pretty good!. 

The eclipse thro' the telescope 

The e.;lipse reached the 
total stage at 3-33 a.m. We 
managed to wrench a few 
glimpses of a glow of the moon 
from the big, bad clouds. When 
finally we saw a red glow where 
the moon was supposed to be, 
we synchronized watches: the 
time was 3-53 a.m. ; the moon 
was right in the middle of a total 
lunar eclipse. After that it was 
an extremely exhilirating experi
ence for the clouds lifted gently 
and disappeared from view. 
We had finally been granted 
Heavenly permission to witness 
the second half of the eclipse. 

The receding shadow on the moon could be clearly viewed. In minute infinite
simal fractions the shadow obscuring the moon began to shift, exposing an extremely 
bright limb of the moon. The time was 4.14 a.m. and the total eclipse had come to an 
end. The moon appeared the brighter for her experience. She was absolutely radiant 
as the shadow which marred her face tegan to recede. As seconds ticked away, the 
moon was reverting back to her initial full self. At 5.37, a minute before the end of the 
eclipse itself, a tiny limb of the moon was left unexposed. 

As the stars grew fainter with the reddening of the eastern horizon, the final 
seconds of the lunar eclipse merged into the oncoming day. The full moon, having 
brilliantly 'starred ' in the whole night's show began to fade in the early light of the 
rising sun. The appointment v·ith the moon had come to an end. 

SASHIKALA PADMARAJ 

III B. Sc., (Maths.) 
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Ps4c:hiatric: Workshop 
A pioneer attempt by the Medical and Psychiatric Specialisation 

Students of the Social Work Department 

Seated casually under one of the shady 
trees of the college, the Head of the Department 
asked if there could be some special programme 
for the students specialising in Medical and 
Psychiatric Social Work and Family and Child 
Welfare. It could be like the leadership training 
programme that was carried out for the first 
years. It was a hint. But we had to take it 
seriously- a camp, a project, a week-end course 
or what exactly could we have? It took a month 
to decide to have a Psychiatric Workshop where 
the students could be involved in carrying out 
something meaningful and worthwhile for the 
mentally sick, a small beginning no doubt but it 
could be pursued later. 

The specialisation students were quite receptive and enthusiastically responded 
to the suggestion. The programme was connected with one of thcir favourite 
specialisation subject- Psychiatry. Further, half the class was placed in a psychiatric 
setting for their field work training. Each one of them sincerely wanted to do 
something for the mentally sick. So we started work together as a team and began to 
contact people regarding the feasibility of a special project for them. 

In our Experience Survey we had to include many specialists in the field, 
starting from Dr. Sarada Menon, Superintendent of Government Mental Hospital, 
Dr. Vaidyalingam, Chief, Psychiatric Clinic, Stanley Hospital, Dr. Raj Kumar, 
Psychiatrist, Mental Hospital, our Almoner and guide, and Administrative Heads of 
the hospital and Social Workers as well. 

In spite of initial setbacks, we decided to have the workshop on 5th and 
6th February, 1976. Our aims were: 

1) To plan for the rehabilitation of the 'more or less' normal mental patients
by assessing their normalcy through individual face to face contact . 

2) To orient the wardboys and ayahs, so they would be able to function 
as part of the Therapeutic Team. 

The venue for our Psychiatric Workshop Session was Shanthi Bhavan. On 5th 
February, 1976, fourteen of our specialisation students came to listen to the lecture 
delivered by Dr. Vaidyalingam. His talk and the discussion that followed geared to 
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the role of Social work in a psychiatric setting, really inspired and enlightened the 
students on how to move with and treat mentally sick people. 

The next day we conducted the orientation session for the Wardboys 
and Ayahs of the Mental Hospital so that they could be better enabled to work as 
members of the Therapeutic team in caring for the sick. A two.hour session 
was held with a representative group of ward boys and ayahs with a fair mingling of 
young and old. 

Certain very important issues with regard to the care of the mentally sick - why 
is it a failure or success? - were brought out by this group, in a calm and democratic 
way, much to our thrill. It was decided to present their ideas and suggestions for 
further consideration by Dr. Sarada Menon after re-thinking the implications of these 
grievances with senior doctors, administrative officers, social workers and other para
medical staff. 

We also had an informal face to face and intimate get together of four mental 
patients (mind you, they seemed as normal as we) and two or three students. The 
purpose of this group sitting was to assess the normalcy of these so-called insane 
persons, so that a comprehensive rehabilitation programme could be worked out in 
collaboration with the Half-way Home which had been started. This sounds a far
fetched idea. Of course, to a certain extent it is, but we can carry out these ideas. 
Nothing is impossible where there is the motivation and the will to act rightly. 
Within a period of eighteen months or even one year we will be able to implement the 
schemes. One may ask - why is such a long time required? -The answer is, first of all, 
we have to convince the hospital authorities regarding the effectiveness, worth or value 
of our efforts, after which we have to work with the administrative staff and also 
simultaneously keep continuously assessing the practicality of rehabilitating these 
patients. Secondly we have to find suitable and meaningful placements, job oppor
tunities or living facilities for them. In other words any successful rehabilitation 
programme will have to be a long drawn-out one. 

MARY JOHN, M.A., 
Department of Social Work 
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Hi storlf made Meaningful 
(Project of the History Department) 

Constant questioning of the effectiveness of the teaching -learning methods has 
received considerable attention of those engaged in education in recent years. Such 
self-criticism of and dissatisfaction with the present system have led to experimentation 
in education outside the classroom in the various departments of our College. The 
Pulicat Project was one of the means adopted by the History Department to ensure 
better teaching and learning with the emphasis on practical research experience. 

The Project was an area study of Pulicat, a village in the Ponneri Taluk of the 
Chingleput District, about thirty five miles north of the city of Madras. The objec
tives of the Project were to encourage individual involvement in the appraisal of 
historical evidences and to help the students gain insights into the past- present and 
future continuum of History. It was an inter-disciplinary enterprise in which students 
from History, Economics and Sociology Departments worked under the direction of 
one staff member- the total number of participants being thirty-eight. 

The study was completed in three stages. The first stage consisted of the 
collection and interpretation of the historical material concerning Pulicat since the 
seventeenth century. For this purpose the students were divided into groups of three. 
Frequent trips were made to the Record Office, Egmore, the University Library and 
the Tamil Nadu Census Department in order to collect valuable data. A close study 
of the data revealed beyond doubt that Pulicat was a thriving commercial centre 
during the Dutch Occupation and that it had begun to decline in prosperity in the 
subsequent centuries. 

The second stage of the Project iucluded an objective appraisal of the present 
political, social and economic situations of Pulicat, through local surveys. Two types 
of survey were conducted : one on the village as a whole concerning the common 
factors such as the power pattern, the educational and health facilities, the water and 
electricity supply and soon ; the other was a sample survey of the households, 
numbering four hundred and eighty two. The study of the past and present led us 
to come to certain conclusions as to how and why the village has become what 
it is today. 

The third and the final stage was a follow-up programme based on the findings 
of phases one and two. A discussion was held with the elected and non-elected 
leaders of the village on the difficulties and problems of the locality. The villagers were 
helped to see how they could work towards the fulfilment of some of the common 
needs of the village: for example, the supply of drinking water, or the deepening of the 
estuary. We were able to point out possible lines along which the village could be 
developed. 
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The Project was a rewarding experience. There was close collaboration between 
the staff and the students at every stage. Collection of historical evidences from 
original sources, the interpretation of the data, the socio-economic survey, and the 
camps were some of the teaching- learning experiences with marked differences from 
the routine class-room lectures. They made History more meaningful. 

lnchampakkam 

SR. MARY JOHN, f.m.m. 
Department of History . 

( Project of the Sociology Department ) 

Inchampakkam is a village en route to Mamallapuram, about twelve kilometres 
from Madras. It consists of four hamlets of which the kuppam and the colony are the 
main focus of our work. The kuppam consists of fishermen. and the colony predomi
nantly of agriculturists. 

The main objectives of our project were to help the people organise themselves as 
a whole, to create social awareness and pave the way for their upliftment. It was in 
collaboration with the Lions' Club, Madras East that we tried to achieve these ends. 
The project was launched in June 1973. 

Our participation in the project was effective from the year 1975. Our experience 
in this line started with the mere planning of the project. We decided on three groups 
each to work on the socio-economic problems, health and sanitation, and.education in 
the village. To facilitate our weekly visits, the W. U. S. Committee on request 
provided us with a van. 

We started our periodical visits with great enthusiasm. In the process of establi
shing rapport with the people, each group observed certain needs of the community. 
It was felt that their socio-economic conditions could be improved by encouraging them 
to take to tailoring, kitchen-gardening, or by helping th(m get a profitable market for 
their fish and by providing them with adequate transport facilities. These ideas were 
put forward during our bi-weekly discussions. 

The first step regarding tailoring was taken after meeting Mr. Kittu Rao. 
It was decided that we should take along one person with us from Shanthi 
Bhavan to give the necessary training. Since this was not feasible, a few girls went 
to meet Miss. Bhargavi, Officer, Social Welfare Board for guidance. She directed us to 
the Punjab Association. Although a tailoring teacher was available, due to financial 
and transport difficulties we could not engage her. 
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This led to frustration on our part. Yet we did not give up our attempts, and 
in October, we got a list of the villagers who were willing to learn tailoring. Our hopes 
rose once again, when we knew that there were two sisters, residents of that village, 
who knew tailoring. Since permission bad to be granted by the priest at Velankanni 
Church, Adyar, two sisters from our college went to meet him. 

On January, we also met the Director of Southern Sea Products regarding the 
marketing of fish. But this idea did not work out because the people did not have the 
kind of fish that the organisation wanted. Although we were disappointed, we thought 
that by improving their transport facilities, we could find a more profitable market for 
their fish. 

To solve the transport problem, we met the higher authorities of the Pallavan 
Transport Coporation several times. But it was only at a later date that we succeeded 
in convincing them of the importance of and need for improving transport. This delay 
was due to many hurdles namely the Panchayat body which was un-co-operative, the 
lack of integrated effort on the part of the people and our failure to involve them in 
solving many such problems. 

Regarding the sphere of health and sanitation, we could not do much to improve 
conditions. Mr. Kittu Rao's suggestion that one of the women be trained in basic 
medical knowledge was not effectively carried out. 

We concerned ourselves with the treatment of sore-eyes, D.P. T., nutrition and 
personal health problems. Flash cards regarding the prevention of sore-eyes were 
shown when the Community was struck by this infection. Geetha was contacted at 
Velacheri regarding the implementation of the D.P. T. programme The first shot was 
given during our week-end camp, in November. The second shot was given in 
December. Apart from this, a nutrition programme was conducted in which cheap 
foodstuffs with nutritive values were suggested. It proved effective. 

In the educational field, we found that there were many school drop-outs. 
Accommodation was inadequate in the school. We had a meeting with Miss Hollys, 
Correspondent of the A.A.M. School. The school had five classes, but only three 
teachers. When we enquired about the possibility of appointing some ~pore teachers, 
we were told that the inadequate strength of the school posed a hindrance to this. 
We had a meeting with Miss Hollys and teachers of the school to discuss what we could 
do for the children in the evenings. We decided that we would take them after their 
school hours for an hour or so, and our experience with them was most satisfactory. 
The children were quite enterprising and interested in studies. They were very affec
tionate and participated in all the activities like games and singing. We submitted a 
petition to Miss Hollys for better accommodation. But no step was taken in this 
direction due to some complications regarding government grants. 

While we realised that for the development of the community our efforts were 
only minimal, yet we managed to achieve something concrete in individual cases. We 
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took a nine-year old boy who was both deaf and dumb to Mr. Prasad, Speech 
Therapist of Andhra Mabila Sabba. Medical Examination revealed that be was in 
need of a bearing aid, so that he could be re-habilitated through institutional care. 
This was donated magnanimously by Lions Club. Unfortunately, he could not be 
admitted into a school due to age bar and lack of adequate institutional facilities. 

The other case was Ramalingam, a nineteen year old boy, who was mentally 
retarded. We took him to specialists who felt that since Ramalingam was too old for 
educational training, he could be rehabilitated only through vocational training. This 
he received as a mechanic in his father's shop, and the only way was to instruct his 
father to give him vocational training and tell him that his son could not join any other 
training. Two sisters thoughtfully and intelligently solved the problem of incompa
tability between Veeramuthu and his wife by meeting her family and having a 
discussion with them. 

We had two week-end camps which combined instruction and entertainment. 
During the camp, we organised programmes both for adults and children. This 
included film shows and puppet shows having educational value. We also had a 
questionnaire on family planning and a final evaluation session. 

Our main drawback was our failure to involve the formal and informal leaders 
who were known to us during the leadership camps we held for them in 1974-75. So 
we felt that in future some of the people should participate in our weekly discussions, 
planning and meeting authorities in solving their problems, for their betterment. 

This experience enriched our knowledge in planning, in the implementation of 
plans and evaluation of work done. We, as sociology students, gained abundant 
knowledge of all aspects of rural life by this practical experience. It would otherwise 
have been meaningless passages in our books. lnchampakkam bas become a living 
reality, not a theoretical abstraction. 

S-11 

SR. CHRISTINE, f.m.m. 
PRABHA NAIR M.A. 
and Students of III B.A. (Sociology) 
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What's new this 4ear in theN .. 5 .. 5 .. 

* An ·unprecedented increase in the total number of volunteers enrolled -a total 
strength of 357. 

* A corresponding expansion in the numbers of projects undertaken- a total of 14. 

* An attempt to relate N. S. S. to the curriculum ......... Literature Department. 
(English Speaking Course for PTC conductors). Fine Arts and History Depart
ment. (Teaching of crafts and tuition in the Narikkuravar School). A slum for 
the Economics Department and a village project for the Sociology Department. 

* Leadership training for some of the incoming volunteers to enable more efficient 
functioning of the projects. 

* Participation of theN. S. S. volunteers in a blood donation drive, in collaboration 
with the Madras Voluntary Blood Bank. 

* A talk on the importance of small savings in rural and slum development - by a 
National Savings Officer, organized for all N. S. S. volunteers. 

* Participation in a seminar on Rural Development organized by WUS. 

* A spate of fund-raising activities - screening of films, a Christmas sale of 
cards, bookmarks, and the like. 

* Graduation of the first batch of P. T. C. conductors who under-went the Spoken 
English Course and the inauguration of the second batch. 

* Adoption of the village of Somangalam as a regular project of the N. S. S. 

* An unusual number of camps- Regular ten day camps (3) and weekend camps (4). 
The camp sites for the above were Somangalam and Inchampakkam villages and 
S. S. Puram slum. 

* The visit of 2 batches of N. S. S. programme organisers from the Bangalore Univer
sity, to observe the functioning of some of the projects of the N. S. S. Di~cussions 
were held and suggestions given to aid them in the organization of N. S. S., in their 
own University. 

* Systematic evaluation of the various projects of the N.S.S. through questionnaires 
administered to the volunteers, project leaders and staff advisers. 

-tt The highlight of the year- The N. S. S. celebrated International Women's Year, 
with a social education programme-" Indian Women- Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow " - for the women of various slums in the city. The programme high
lighted women's rights, their potential, their role in today's society ! 
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Continuing Education 
English Speaking Course for Bus Conductors 

"The educated men and women of India live in an ivory tower. They form only 
a small percentage of India's population"- such statements are no longer true. Thanks 
to the National Service Scheme, the long arm of education has reached out to the 
common man. The English Speaking Course for bus conductors exemplifies this. 

About a hundred bus conductors take pride in referring to themselves as 
students of Stella Maris College. On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 4 P.M., 
they stride into Stella Maris College, avail themselves of a cup of coflee and go to their 
respective classrooms. A visitor to Stella Maris on these days witnesses a unique 
scene - men whose formal education had terminated five or six years earlier, learning 
English under the guidance of their student-teachers. Since the project is concerned 
with spoken English, the teachers are English literature students. 

The men were divided into six groups of at least ten, and three students were in 
charge of each. Basic grammar and Spoken English were taught in these classes. To 
assist the students who were after all novices in the field of teaching and to ensure 
uniformity and correctness, the staff of the English Department had taken great pains 
to prepare 'Units' which serve as excellent guidelines in teaching. These Units 
were designed to suit practical situations and each language point was emphasised by 
creating situations familiar to the busmen. There were both oral and written 
exercises. 

The course lasted four months, at the end of which written and oral exams 
were held and certificates were issued. These "students" of Stella Maris College 
were not exempted from the attendance bar- a conductor had to put in 75% attendance 
to receive his certificate. 

These bus conductors were very good students - diligent, punctual and eager to 
learn. They asked for homework and did do it with meticulous care. They broke the 
record of the studt'nt community in not wanting a holiday. Their enthusiasm to learn 
and eagerness to participate in class has to be seen to be believed. 

The obvious outcome of these efforts of the conductors and the student-teachers 
has been a steady progress. When we students who take classes, travel by bus and 
meet our students, we are greeted with a cheerful smile and a spate of chatter- in 
English of course. 

This course has given us the satisfying experience of teaching men who are really 
motivated to learn. The conductors in their turn have set the student community a 
fine example- if after a day's hard labour, they are able to study with such zeal.. ...... . 
......... why not we? 
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With Children - Learning to Love and to Care 
One Saturday afternoon we, the I B.Sc. (Maths.) students set out on foot for 

Bala Mandir- an orphanage and home for destitute children. The first glimpse of the 
campus melted our hearts. We voluntarily went forward, touched by the dark misery 
in those tiny eyes which looked up at us with suspicion and curiosity. 

The next visit was on a week day. We were armed with rigid determination to 
win their hearts. But to our amazement they voluntarily came forward, clutched our 
sarees and shyly murmured, '_' Akka Neenga Engluku Paadam Soli Kudunga ". 

·Our enthusiasm soared sky-high. But we miscalculated our objective. We set 
out to coach our little students and pack their little minds with knowledge and we 
received no response. Months of misery and the lack of parental love and affection 
could be read on every face. The little children needed Jove and care above everything 
else and only this could draw them out of the cocoon they had woven around them
selves. 

Not to forget the little bits of entertainment we rigged up for them. Our 
extempore performance was a brilliant success as the smiling countenances of our 
audience provided concrete proof. 

On our last visit to them each of them tearfully whispered "Akka neenga 
enkalai marakaadinga ". They wished to feel wanted. They wished to be loved and 
cared. We had learnt to love and to care and this was more valuable than what mere 
teaching had done for us. 

SUCHARITA PAI 

I B.Sc. (Maths.) 

Spotlight on Somangalam 

The weavers at Somangalam 

An unobtrusive, pictu
resque little village of weavers 
and farmers, perched on the 
bend of the Chembarampak
kam lake about thirty kilomet
res from the city, Somangalam 
has suddenly shot into promi
nence following the inaugura
tion by the Prime Minister on 
February 15th, 1976 of the 
Rural Reconstruction Project 
of the Government of Tamil 
Nadu. 
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Upon a request by Mr. Thillainayagam, the Project Officer of the RRP, a ten day 
"Youth against Dirt and Disease" camp was held at Somangalam in December. The 
Camp aimed at orienting the community towards a realization of their needs, incul
cating in them the value of co-operation, self-reliance and self-determination, educating 
them in the maximum use of resources and tutoring them in matters of health, hygiene, 
sanitation and nutrition. Films, puppet shows, exhibitions and educative cultural 
programmes were the means used to achieve these ends. 

To foster a communal spirit, community meetings were held at which problems 
affecting the whole village were discussed. Hospitality, cheerfulness and a naive curio
sity marked the attitude of the villagers. 

For the students, the camps at Somangalam proved to be an extremely delightful 
experience. The intimacy of the relationship may be judged from the tearful farewells 
and the flowers and mementoes presented to us. 

... Flashcards for extension education 

The follow-up camps 
and community meetings initi
ated the formation of a Social 
Work Committee, a Parent
Teacher Association for the 
school, and a Women's Asso
ciation. The first reports of 
the working of these commit
tees have just reached us. 

There is still much to 
be done in several spheres. 
We, as a group that enjoys the 
affection and confidence of 
the villagers, can do much 
to convince the people of the 

various benefit schemes, to take the RRP into their homes, so to speak, and thus imple
ment and supplement what is already being done at official levels. 

We hope to continue our visits and even perhaps take up the village as a regular 
project of the National Service Scheme. 
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Education through Service-At the Mental Hospital 

"Try and make service a pleasure and face what you meet with a smile, you 
will find happier memories to treasure and life will be more worthwhile". 

With eagerness and curiosity we looked forward to our visit to the hospital and 
its inmates. As the van entered the gates, we noticed a few patients looking at us, eyes 
filled with curiosity and wonderment. We instinctively felt that we should give them 
affection and joy. In the ladies' section, we discovered that most of them became 
mentally deranged largely through problems in their families, like financial difficulties 
and incompatability and lack of adjustment in marriages. For example, a lady, on 
questioning her husband's infidelity, was ruthlessly beaten which resulted in her 
madness. There are also some college girls among these women patients. One student 
had a pathetic story to relate- she had become insane because she had failed· in her 
second year examinations. The stress had been too much for her to bear as her parents 
had also threatened her. 

They looked forward to our regular visits, because it was their only contact 
with the outside world. They used to tell us all their problems and when we left they 
had a lost look which made us eager to return again. We used to take them out for 
picnics on festival days, thus giving them a feeling of being wanted. 

We spent some time with young people in the age group of eight to nineteen. 
Used to the ayah's harsh treatment, they did not respond to us at first. But later, 
their very call "akka" assured us that our service was wanted there. We organised 
games which helped them to co-ordinate their limb movements with their slow minds. 

We met Mrs. Geetha Menon, psychologist of the hospital, and we suggested 
that the ten mentally retarded children, who could be educated should be isolated from 
the other fifty hopeless ones. Suggestions like rehabilitating them in half-way homes, 
private institutions or schools were given, but Mrs. Menon replied that she had tried 
all the institutions but had failed mainly because of lack of finances and because the 
ages did not tally with the required age-level in the institutions. She also pointed out 
that in future, the children's section, may be dissolved. Suggestions were also made 
for improvement of hygiene and the attitude of the ayahs. 

In the course of one year, a marked change could be seen in the children who 
now felt that they had a group identity. We sincerely hope that the authorities will 
improve the lot of the inmates in the near future. 

ANNE VERGHESE 

I B.A. (Sociology) 

S-12 89 



m6.156ir (1Jl51ftil, ®fiuurr58=, lli51f!)rrrr5 55bl5ii, ITrJDJ!)JU4JD 1Trft;~ril ~dilwmru uJbfi 
15ii6JT1ii@jrum~aw ~LIJ.UUmLUJrr&lii Gl5HilrrLb. U>556ir p;r&Jsorlr ap;mru~~;&rrft; p;rrr&Jsoa6JT 
~firu~;D® !Lp>5lJtil 15iitfl5lJmrr5rlr ~6lftft;p;tb, &.L.(jj (IJlU.IJDil, p;rirm tilt95m~~;, ~rraiSJT 
tffri-U>rrfffll ~{§j,fhtb c!Jb&lwmru56lftfir U>;@ut9&r ~rurf56ir U>mft;;@5b uj)w mruft>fh6b, 
ftjt6.15~1ii®lii 4ilmL lii5uGluJ!JJtil 61.1/F /)5&-rru u ;Dfi w556ir ~fiw51Jtil ~ru;Dm JD OJ !D JD C'Jlffi p 
tilro uwmu{]jftifh51Jtil G11Fii.lfhtV. a/f>rrw~~;&rrft; fh{]jlii@jtil (IJl~~»jD1£&rru UJDPJ wliil£~1ii@jlii 

5JDt9ftif£>5U. 

C'Jl<b rr tB JD @j j, a fh ffi lil.l UJ rr ISJT lil.l JD A> JD 6T 5i) 61) rr til C'Jl Or a ISJT JD U rr L 11" 5 ft; ;@ JD ffi f.l) 1!J L Or 
G11FwUJuuL.{]j 6Tt6Ja;~li;@j 6T Ji;p;ISiif!Jiii @jli»JD5ljtil OJ JDULISiiro&>. f!Jt6.l@jtil _@Ltil, !LmT5lJ 
(ylfh60wmmru /Jioo &Jlt6.15®ft>~wrrs; a;rumlliia;uuL.LIJ. ®!1!6~· 

u@IFrrwft;~ft; fh&orutf ~rurfl£rlr ,5rrmrtil ~rurra;rlr, (ylmllu ~rurra;rlr U>foJD G1u®fi; 
f!J&>ruhrlr ~&rru(l_!)aw ISii®fi;aftjrrtilytil @jml"til JblmJOJ1/hrurfi£6JTU .@®J1J61SfTrf. ~5 

4i!rrrrwft;/)ro 6TIIiJ5ffl aru&Ja;~li;@j !Lftjm ytflii.Jtil (yl5ft>fl>rrfir U6l) mlfl5lJIDrrl£6ir ~6lft55U 

u L. L ISJT . w Iii 5 ~til 6T r&J a;~ L. rir fj! ft; ~ m yHh; j, fh 11.1 rr rr rr a; ,@ ® ft; f1J ISJT ri- . Jf> rr t6J a; 6ir dJ 6JT Iii iJ UJ 

ruJbmJOiii firuar(!JlLm aa;L.(jj ~J6ffi"ULIJ.8= G1Ewru/hrra; rurr556lftj,J61SfTrf. tTIIiJ~~;~rlr u60ri
u6015ii~wrriSJT ./)JOffiWILJffiLUJiil.lrfai6JTff5 m6JTIIiJiJISJTrf. (ylftjfBfb .flo1>(81ii@j G1wrrfPut9rr8=iJ&r 
@®fr>fh~ LoomLDfhll"m. ~~6b ~liltflmuJa;rlr ~6lftft;/h !2!l!:.i5ftifhrr5U ~rurfa;@itil 
1Fww6lftli;~~;li; ISJDJ!)Jiii G1a;rrooLISJTrr. ~~~@~til tTIIiJa;rlr ./),IDIDU>/I;&rr G1ruffll.i~~;rrL.Lu aurr/)w 

<:.15rtil f!Jifm .@5b&>. 

(!Jl~m C!Jlfh6"111ro 26.til <:tht@wm !J)1 'Q!l[®lii® Jf>W60~' 6Tm p tiJJDJ!)JmU>lilm Lwrrmru 
15ii6rr.i~til ./)miJUULtil gj!fir J!)J /JirrLLuG1uJbJO~. ~.f61 li!PJfh6lT5lJ G1ru;jJfimw(}UJ afhLIJ.J> 
!6!1~~· OJG1mm15U ./)mrtiiLUUL L ULIIiJI!i&rr wliia;rlr ILOO@llii® m®fi;~rrl£5 G1a;rrlffu 
LISJTarrwm PJ, ~;@ro ru6JT55uu{]jtil !LOO•~wso&rru ylflfi;~ G15rrooLruri- liJ60al}". ~/Jty~til 

~6i.l5lJ.rfumw5&rru t9rirufofi Jf>Liii5ft; .f6JIHftJ1J6rurf tBa;8= li160al}". ~QjJ;~ G1urrtilw 
60rrL.Ltil, 8!m1J, U(!!>uy ruma;56ir ~41ilw IF j,~6ir6JT !LmrflJ Loomr aruoo{]jruf!Jm &~rulil 
wJ;m~ ru6JT1ii@jtil /)mruuLtil, QuiT(!!>L5rrL.Ii! o:SiJUJmruUJtil 51rLLUULLISJT. .@~ffilro 

6T~5lJaw G1u®G1rujJJBmw;> alhllJ.fti thJ1!>G1fhiSJT.i &.JO(ylLIJ.U.IITruLLrrty~til, li!JfJJ66lT5lJ GlrufotJ 
4ilmLiiia;ft>!Jrrm G11FiiJ fh~ 6T m JO !LOOffif.l)ffiUJ WJ!)Jiiiai(ylLIJ.U.Iff ~· w.ia;rir lil.llfi/)/JiA><b.i@j 
a ruoo(jjruiSJT u ;DrfjwrufomJOU U6l)(ylffijDlii5U 15ii6JT8ia;60rrtil. o:S~5U ~rurra;rlr ~fh&r 

d1(8tilytil ruJP5 6ir C!Jlm !Daw :-

1. /)mruuLtil 
2. G1Utr(8L51f L.li! 
3. G1u!TtilU>flliTLLtil 
4. mlft5lJmra;rlr 

1Tr51Tf£>1fl}"til, ~<:rrrlii/Jwtil, ~/Jwrufompu ujJJJ 5ii6JT.i&lw/)6b 6Ti&J5~5® ,!Jitb60G1f£>1T® 
G1rujJrfj l£lmLJ>fh~· ~{]jJ;ftj J5rr6lft6ill®fr><J/h (]1Ftfl5 @)y;>fi;IDJ1i56ir Jljm@j $rrrrL.LuuL.(B 
,f9IfU.I !LIDL &~mflj,/)(8UUffiftjlii 5ooLaurr~ 6TIIiJ5~1ii@j OJJDULL lll&l!iJ<i:lilmUJ ru6JT55 
ruiTrrJ>mfh5a6JT .@ro&>. U>lii5rlr ~mJ!)J (!Jlf!Ja60 8!mr rum5a;&rr ~ri-ruft>afhrr{]j !Loomr;> 
G1f!JifLIIiJ~OJm~li; 5ooaLITtil, 
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t:::J.6rrduuir uro !Lmrurrup;rir 5trlf6m"~a;&r-UJU!, ~rufomJDj, p;~ii®lll QPA>JDiii&r 
UJW 6iiorrii£wt:::urr~ lllii1uir !Lrir~fluunii a;ru6rilj,p;mti". ~p;&rj, p;~i;a; QJJWro&JU! 
ISlJtriiaffl'lj,p;mti". BrJDI!)JUL/JD arj,p;j,l)&ru ufo!B 6iiorrii£wt:::urr~ ~rrrulll a;rrL..t.q.w llliiarir 
dffti&ru r!JiirufoJD (y>Wrir JDID"ri", (?5Umua&r }Cii(!!jrup;fo!;1a;m fjl6'i!Qrurr® 61L..t.q.JD&Q!;tlil@lw 
fil® ®fP .®®Jtiftitr@JUI ~@ @L QJJt.q.wrrp; ~orrsfiiJ®u Qwflwp;rra; .@®Jtifti~· m&.ra;rir 
QIFrrpa;?mi; (;a;L..Lr!Jfir df/)m (;IFQ!)UISlJJDA>JD ISlJII"lfW fjlQ!)(YlfflJD n-rflj.@ sfi~rup;rra;i; 

~~a.!Bmrr. p;ooarl'mrii Qa;rr/).ia; mruj.p;r!Jm ®llf-UUp;trm fLOOLtr~U! J.6Rrmllla;&ri; 
&JBwt:::urr @• ~rurra;rir p;rrt&.ra;rir ua;m t:::J.6rr&.ra;ffl'lm •!P6rila;ffl'lm .@®Jti@ oiil~rup;rrm 

~t&.r®ii ililmLBi@jW ;fmrC:w ®llf-i>@ m@rup;~m, Qa;rr/)j,p; Jfrr ®llf-55 rufPifili>&u UM61JW, 
lii~&ffl'lro ;fmrr5 Qa;rr;@iia; mruuup;rra61JU! &!Bmrr. 

t::: J.611"Wa;rir uro rurrrlllm p;~Bi®lll QurrQ!iL..~ ~lllmlll ®i>fiii Qa;rrrir@illltr 1!)1 Ultrfm"m 
&liir &JBii Qa;rrmrt:::L .@®Jtilh C:urrfi@lw, .@j;p; .@Lj,/)m llliia;nfiLIB®Jti~ IIJBp;orr61J 
tJli>~m!Pumut:::w &trfm"(Ylt.q.j;p;~. j)rururr ,p &I!)Jru/)~m llliia;rir ~roL..ilwllln .@®;5 
p; rr rr & liir « 6ir 1!)1 (;) u rr ® liir Q a; rr liir orr <!/' 14 w rr ~ • ~ ru rr a; liir ~ 6iJ ru rr 1!)1 ~ Ill m lll @j j, I) i; 
Qa;rrliirorr sfi(!!illlr!i~@llll ~p;jJarrm ruiF'tiiJ&Iiir ~ruti"5@iBi® ~r&.r® ililmLuuJjlm&u. ISlJIF/) 
a;liir tlilmLii®IBL~/)m Qll'rir mJ ®i>/)ii Qa;rrliirorr ~ruh@iii® t:::,nw ililmLuuJiilm&u. 
11'/>~liirorr Lfm"61Ja;&r !Loofm" Ul5a;rir sfi(!!illlr!i~@Jlll, ~rurra;liir Qurr®orrrrp;r,- ,rfJ&o 
~!liP® .@LUI Qu~iiamm&u. Ul66lrurrm 6il&uliim ililmLit@jlll *~~liir6TI" Qurr®liira&r 
rurrr&.r£ Loo~rup;rra; LIJJ/)wffl'lj,p;mrr . 

.@r&.rl!ilmw (y>5trr.Bfo(!!j8: Qll'm JDp;trm, n-r&.ra;~ii@ju uro6iip;Ultrm J.6 m m lll & liir 
6J JDULLm. llliia;liir @ji!)JiitlilL..~ «<!JUL/Ul (;a;liirsfia;@jii@j 6fimL c'ID.JDIISlJ.fjfir (y)lil)W Qurr 1!)1 

iiS'JlllWII"Illi _@Q!;5561JW, IFJD/!)Jii 511f-ill"Ultrffl" C:&liirsfi&&r-UJU! Elllrrffl'l5a;61JU! 5JDI!)Jii (;1511"00 
t:::Lrrlll. C:IFrr j;~ rurrY,Ji;~/)~m C:ru&ua;26rru utlilrr j;~ QIFrLw61JU! C:p;mrua;liir llfllrufomJD 
r!iJD®BiQa;m j, /)wrralll Qll'rhw61JU! ~!B%~ Qa;rroot:::Lrrw. t:::Ul@Jlll J.61mL(YlmJDu'lro 
rurrJ}l&ma; ururutri!)J !Liiir61T~ IITriru~ utiJ!Bw ~JB6il&rUJUI QuiJC:C!!JUI. 

~~"~ rurii&llj-W (Ylo!litrllla;atT QrujJJB QuJD8: QIFWW t:::Ul@JW urom~ ISlJfPa;&ri; 
ma;wrr61Trorrt.D. (Ylfb66lfo (Yl&trr.BjJQa;m" t:::p;ri" j5Qp;~&a;uu~U. J.6rrL..a;&r c$lftrWj;~ C:~rr j; 
Qp;~ii5 t:::ruoo~U!. .@t.D(y>mp> Jl)trr&.ra;liir Qll'rir JDC:urr~ ~I!)JrumL a;rrrol.lln .@®.c5fti 
l)~m ua;jJQurr<!J/)~-rllm Qu®lllurrrorror Ul5ii&r8: IF j;l)i;a; QJJ11f-W6hlm&u. ~/hiD 5rra; 
mt.q.w pu&ulii@Jlll, .@'1"611 (; J.6lfllila;ffl'l@ltb Qa:mro C: J.6rfiL..L~. (Yl5trtb, ®"' JD ,{6~~ fil® 
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S. SEETHA 
II B.Sc. (Maths.) 

Change Through Service 

The maxim, "In educating others we get educated" was well borne out by a 
year of N. S. S. activities in the S. S. Puram, Giriappa and Gram Street slums. For 
if experience is education it can be said with no hesitation that we have become rich in 
knowledge in a year. Knowing, understanding and sympathising with this small group, 
representative of the majority of our population, has benefited us invaluably. 

It would be a pleasant change from the usual list of services rendered to the 
slums, to hear what they have done to us on their part. Their hard work for our 
sake made us realise how grateful we ought to be for our security. Even while pitying 
the defeatist attitude and bitterness prevalent amongst them, we were able to admire 
the courageous attitude of some who were happy to eat, drink and be merry, as long as 
they could afford to do so. 

The children we found, are not so much lacking in love, as in the expression of 
it. Compassionate guidance has sent many a drop-out back to school. There was 
Appu, formerly a bright pupil, who had played truant and squandered his fees in the 
company of so called friends. We drew him away from his gang and got him talking 
openly. Then we pleaded, sympathised and reasoned with him and believe it or not, 
that half hour has changed the boy's life. He is now a normal school-going boy. 
Parents do not deserve as much blame as we assign to them. Their poverty, frustra
tions and surroundings are rather to be blamed. 

The smiling faces of children welcoming us even as we entered the slum will 
remain for ever in our memories. Their uninhibited joy at our participation in games 
was something really worth experiencing. In such situations we saw the truth in the 
statement-" In loving others will you be loved." For we found that our love and 
concern were fully reciprocated where the children were concerned. 
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Hospitality, in spite of poverty, surprised us and made us respect these people 
all the more. It would be no exaggeration to say that we were often offered eatables 
which had probably been foregone by some members of the family. 

Among our concrete achievements, special mention should be made about the 
Night School started in the Gram Street slum by the youth and some of our girls. We 
have benefited from the marked improvement among the people and share with them 
a sense of pride. What they have gained is a certain confidence to do many things-like 
approaching the authorities for their needs, on their own. Our greatest task is to make 
these slum-dwellers realise the need for betterment. If we can get them working for 
such progress, we would have wiped out the regretful state of ignorance that most 
slum dwellers are in, concerning facilities offered by the Government. 

Co-operation is indispensable. Nothing can be done for them but everything 
can be done with them. It is a process involving the simultaneous fields of learning 
and teaching. 

Training for Leadership 

R. JAYANTffi 

I B.A. (P.R.) 

The main purpose behind the Leadership Camp was to bring together a group 
of girls, to develop the group spirit in them so that they may work as an efficient 
group in the different projects undertaken by theN. S. S. The selected groups of fifteen 
girls were representatives of the various departments, brought together with the specific 
purpose of informing their departments about this session and about the role and 
objectives of the N. S. S. 

The first lecture was an eye-opener in that it gave a very clear picture of the 
socio-economic conditions in India today and of the class distinctions that dominate 
Indian village life. During the evening session, Mr. Ranganathan gave us a talk on 
Group Dynamics -the group climate, group mentality and the courses of action open 
to a leader in different situations were touched upon- a very informative and useful 
lecture. 

The second morning was set aside for field-work. A few girls visited the slum 
in S. S. Puram while the others went to Bala Mandir. The visit to Bala Mandir 
brought home certain shocking facts. The destitute conditions of these emotionally 
handicapped children would incite a feeling of rebellion against social injustice in 
anybody. The problem of malnutrition is one that calls for immediate attention. 
Above all, they need an atmosphere of love and confidence to rid them of their 
complexes. 
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Working in slums might however prove a Herculean task- the habits of the 
people are too deep-rooted and cleanliness is totally lacking. Perhaps a scheme by 
which the cleanest slum is given a prize by the Government would inculcate a sense of 
cleanliness in them. 

We had also been to "Abhaya Nilayam "- a home for destitute women whose 
inmates came from good families but had run away due to domestic problems and now 
lived a life of monotonous routine. 

The third day we had Mr. and Mrs. Ramanathan who gave us lectures on 
Public Speaking. While Mr. Ramanathan gave us exercises in reading and making 
impromptu speeches, Mrs. Ramanathan taught us the art of making effective gestures. 
It was an extremely fruitful session. 

Mrs. Paul spoke to us in the evening about theN. S. S. It was ali enjoyable 
and informal discussion. 

On the fourth day, Father Rob Curry gave us an informative talk on politics 
which provoked us and set us thinking. We spent the evening discussing the N. S. S. 
emblem and slogan. 

The fifth morning saw Mr. Britto speaking to us on leadership, giving useful 
tips on how to make a good and effective leader. 

Summing up, the camp was a beneficial and profitable experience. A few 
suggestions that I have to make- more attention on campus culture as Father insisted, 
in order to inculcate the civic sense in us, and a city wide "cleanliness week " 
programme to spread the civic sense among the people in general. 

The arrangements were excellent. Thanks to Sister Principal, Sister Christine 
and Miss Prabba, the camp was a valuable experience. 
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The Union Speak:s 

"That action is best which procures the greatest happiness for the greatest 
number". With such an objective in mind, the Students' Union Council had its 
first meeting in July. The President, Meera Srinivasan, presented an exciting motto 
for the year-" Fun, Laughter and Happiness". Four committees were set up - the 
Social Committee, the Publicity Committee, the Cultural Committee and the Assembly 
Committee, and the secretaries elected by the council members. The fourteen clubs of 
the Union presented each a detailed plan of their activities for the year. This plan, 
along with the fortnightly reports submitted at the meetings kept the council members 
informed regularly about the various club activities. The Debating Club, the Tamil 
Club, the Music Club and the Economics Club, efficiently run by their dynamic presi
dents, were ever on their toes - this made one wonder why the other clubs were so lax. 

The Union organized a number of competitions on an inter-year basis. A Roll
ing Shield was instituted - to be awarded to the year acquiring the highest number of 
points. Points were to be awarded for participation as well as success in competitions. 
This, it was hoped, would act as an incentive, and improve the standard of perfor
mances. Many other prizes were alSo instituted with the same hope. Despite these 
all-out efforts on the part of the Students' Council, students themselves continued to 
be as apathetic as ever -though for "big" competitions, they evinced a keen interest. 

The Inter-Year Variety Entertainment Competition held in the first term was 
interesting. "The Casata Carnival" - a three day festival at College, was the crowning 
success of the second term. In the third term, a Western Music competition provided 
varied fare for the music lovers. Mention must be made of the "Bingo-Bingliano 
Circus" - the ringmaster and his troupe won the hearts of all alike. 

The Social Committee made 'Teachers Day' and 'Workers Day' memorable 
occasions, with its excellent planning and flawless operation. The Publicity Committee 
contributed towards brightening up the campus. The Assembly Committee, elected 
"to make assembly "something more than mere sunshine", could contribute little 
towards the objective. The Cultural Committee had a hand in all the cultural activities 
of the Union. The Social Committee deserves kudos for its tireless work. If the other 
three committees had put in just a little more effort, college would have been more fun. 

The Students' Union members have participated in a number of inter-collegiate 
activities and have come out with flying colours in many. The debating team has 
brought in a steady stream of trophies. 

The " Udaya " has been a tremendous success this year. Three issues were 
brought out, all of an equally high standard - the prize article being an interview with 
Dr. Malcolm Adiseshiah, the Vice-Chancellor of Madras University. In games, the 
College has worked wonders winning title after title. The N. S. S. bas carried out its 
work with consistent success. 
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Chief Guest 

Honourable Justice Thiru Veeraswamy 

 

 

 

  

 

Born at Srivilliputtur, on April 8, 1914 of respectable parents belonging to a middle class 

family, the Hon’ble Chief Justice K.Veeraswami had his early education at Sriviliputtur & 

Devakottai and graduated from the American College at Madurai, with high distinctions in 1937. 

He took his degree in Law in 1939 from the Law College, Madras. He was an apprentice to 

Mr.K.Rajah Ayyar, the then Advocate General and after enrolment as an Advocate of the Madras 

High Court in 1941, he served as his junior till 1950. 

He was appointed as the Government Pleader of Madras High Court and in February, 

1960 he was elevated as a permanent Judge of the High Court of Judicature at Madras and has 

been elevated to be the permanent Chief Justice of Madras High Court from May 1, 1969. 
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UNION DAY 

... Contemplation... . .. the rapt onlookers ... 

... Meditation ... 

Bingo 
·Bingliano 
Circus ... 



Club activities continued in much the same vein as previous years - music 
competitions, debates, quiz sessions, group discussions and club weeks. One wishes 
the Zoology Club had kept up its promise to conduct a Pet Show. 

The activities of the Students' Union came to an end with the celebration of 
Union Day, when the shield as well as prizes won in various competitions throughout 
the year, were awarded. An "Indian Evening" - the joint effort of all the clubs -
provided the entertainment for the evening. A free film was shown to the College 
students as a farewell gesture. 

College Day, which marked the end of all college activities was celebrated in 
the usual solumn and dignifed manner. There was a short and sweet entertainment 
and prizes were distributed to the students who distinguished themselves in studies, 
sports and extra-curricular activities. 

The year, which started out so promisingly, dwindled into a whimper. The 
exuberance of the .first term was not matched by the next two. Nonetheless, student 
apathy was partially relieved and one can hope for a better time next year. 

RATHIKA RAMAN 

II B.A. (Sociology) 

HYou can't take it with 4ou "-College Pla4 '76 

AN EXPERIENCE 

Why build long streams 
Of earthly dreams, 
And castles in the air? 
For you will find 
Them left behind, 
When you are called up there ; 
You just be you-
A you that's true-
Forget the tears, 
The mundane years 
You can't take them with you. 

It wasn't easy. First it took a big decision ; then it took nearly all our time, 
leaving us only the nights and, in the end, it took even those; because it began to 
haunt our very dreams ... and we reached a stage where we were no longer ourselves. 
Sometimes we felt near to going quietly mad. But it was like nothing else could ever 
be. It was frustrating- exhausting- exhilarating! It was living in every sense of 
the word. 
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-But you can't take it with you-
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Where did the groping end and the creating start? We never knew. Slowly 
we started learning new things about life, people ........ ourselves. To start with- the 
play itself. You may say it was about nothing in particular. We would accuse you 
of being shallow in failing to see its true depth. May be that is a bit harsh, for long 
ago none of us saw much in this particular play, because we weren't LOOKING. But 
in time the truth hit us between the eyes - "You can't Take it with You " is a play for 
real people : people who love people, who see people, people who need people. In 
acting the play, we had a chance to live as such people . 

......... And the living came no more easily than our entry into the world did. 
First came the birth of a cast, and getting to know each other, and the parts we played. 
At first it seemed fun. We learnt a few lines, flung them across, leapt off stage and 
spent the rest of the time sunning ourselves like a family of baby seals. And then ...•.. 
it wasn't funny anymore. It became bell. specially to the newcomers on stage. On 
one side people rushed around like lunatics, begging and borrowing props - everything 
from rocking chairs to skulls and snakes. On the other side we were being shoved into 
costumes of all shapes and sizes (what shapes, and what sizes ! ). Everyone seemed to 
be living the play, talking the play, dreaming the play, EATING the play. Only we 
were getting acute indigestion over it. For amid the chaos, we groped blindly for our 
roles. Nothing was right. Our lines had gradually become more than mere lines
they demanded reaction and feeling. The play seemed to be taking no shape, despite 
the gentle guidance of its master's hand. We were struggling through a long night 
with very little hope of seeing day. 

And suddenly, day broke in all its awakening splendour. The roles began to fit 
and we started learning lovely things about life- through ourselves, through each other, 
through the parts we played. We suddenly saw the beauty, the fun of the play, and 
we began living it. We began creating- and it was a wonderful experience for in our 
director we had quiet encouragement and steady guidance. Here was patience, endu. 
ranee, and a steady stream of encouragement which made slogging a pleasure. She 
slowly built us up, watched our wings grow, and gave us flight. And we flew- how 
we flew! 

Even then our flight was by no means smooth. There was the inevitable panic
the last minute hitches- spaghetti, nerves, hysterics (and mind you, there were 
nineteen cast.mcmbers throwing fits, props, costumes and lights committees biting 
their nails, and, a· distraught director quietly going mad-). But which play is 
complete without all that? 

I say nothing about our actual performance. We leave judgement to our 
audience. But we hope they shared our joy in creating. 

For creating is beautiful. • What we created died with darkness which 
the curtain drew upon us. But something of creating lingers- something elusive, yet 
there. The sad part is you can visualize it, wonder at it, you can feel the impact of 
the true beauty of creation. 
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The Casata Carnival 

The scrumptious sounding name given to the three day programme of entertain
ment and fun was in keeping with the theme of the year, "Imaginative Efficiency". 
The cultural committee had organised an evening of charades, music and dance, to tap 
the latent talent in College and to provide a medley of fun and enjoyment for staff 
and students. To crown all this there was the wonderful Bingo Bingliano Circus. It 
was laudable, that the traditional apathy had been replaced by a spirit of zest, interest 
and gaiety. 

On the second day of the carnival, each year was to present three items- an 
Indian song, a Western number and a dance. The dance items had the note of variety, 
but the performance lacked perfection in execution. The Muslim harem, with its bevy 
of swaying belles, the gharba, the Spanish gipsy dance, and the Zulu dance were per
formed by the various years, and the P. G.'s stole the show with their macabre item. 
The aura of voodoism was brilliantly captured with the skull and incense, while the 
thundering movements, baring teeth and raucous laughter of the dancers won them 
their prize. The songs were uniformly below standard, poor imitations of the original 
and the III years walked away with the prize for Western music, because of the medley 
of instruments they had on stage. The Marathi song of the II years was well lauded 
for the pains they had taken with their costumes as fisher folk. 

The charades competition - a novelty in Stella Maris- was quite a success. 
Each year sent up three items- a book title, a song title and a movie title. The P.U.'s 
literally stole the show and the cup for the highest tally. Their "Funny Girl" -
Suraiya Sait- careering around stage was effective. 

Other items that stood out for their originality were ''Do Bechare" (P.U.'s), 
.. What's Up Doc?" (II years), "Kora Kagaz" (III years), "Prem Kahani" (P.G.'s). 
Some of the items were poor imitations of movie situations on the other hand. 

On the whole it was an enjoyable evening rounded off with that hilarious 
spoof on circuses! 

c. s. RAJALAKSHMI 

I M.A. (Lit.) 

PADMINI RAMAMOORTHY 

III B.A. (Lit.) 
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Inter-Year Pla4 Competition 

The tradition of mediocre performance was maintained during the inter-year play 
competition despite expectations roused to the contrary. 

The evening was inaugurated by the melodramatic first year performance. An 
amateur and ill-organised rendering of ' Dear Departed ' was not helped by some of 
the cast initiating uncontrollable fits of giggles. There. would have been no raised 
eyebrows if the audience had departed after 'Dear Departed'. 

The air of unrest was instantly stilled by 'Vanilla Crescents' put up by the third 
years. The gravestones were a master-piece of authentic craftmanship. The players~ 
Krishna Kumari and Padmini Ramamurthi were excellent in their roles. Inaudibility, 
tragically reduced the sinister impact, making the play ineffectual. 

"Three on a Bench" by the P. U. 's provided comic relief and captured the 
interest of the audience from the word 'go '. Sunita Agarwal as the mediator between 
the youthful, quarrelling couple secured the prize for the best supporting actress. The 
play, however, wearily played itself out. 

"Welcome to Andromeda" was a powerful production and was justifiably 
acclaimed the best play. Lakshmi Manian and Yashodhara Menon revealed their 
immense histrionic capabilities in this cathartic, psychic drama. If Lakshmi was good, 
we felt that Yashodhara was better in her demanding role portraying a p11norama of 
emotions while lying prone in bed - no small feat ! The excellent setting needs special 
mention. 

The evening elicited a mixed response. The Grand Final of the second years 
made up for the inadequacies of the previous plays. Glimpses of latent talent requiring 
exploitation and the need for better organisation were seen. 
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President -Indira Menon III B.A. (Lit.) 
Secretary - Lakshmi Manian 11 B.A. (Lit.) 
Treasurer- Ramila Raman III B.A. (Econs.) 

ACT I Scene I: The curtain rises on a set of enthusiastic faces assembled at 
the inaugural meeting of the Dramatics Club for the year 1975-76. Date: 23rd July. 
Time 12-45 p.m. The cast is characterised by an air of jollity and the atmosphere is 
bursting with promising ideas for club activities ...... a theatre workshop- play reading 
sessions at the inter-collegiate and collegiate levels- a production within college ..... . 
Lights dim. 

Scene II : Room 1-10. Miss Joy Weeks- member of the M.R.A. group- holds the 
floor. Her audience is small but they attend to her tips on lights, make-up, positioning 
on stage, sets, costume with absorption and participate in her practical demonstrations 
with inventiveness and alacrity. 

Scene III: Room 1-10 again. The speaker this time is Mr. John Macinson- a 
British student with a theatrical record as producer, director and actor. Has spoken to 
-a stock few who are always there. Mr. Macinson's authoritative and refreshing lecture 
takes no notice of the poor audience though the latter factor affords office-bearers of 
tbe club some embarrassment. 

P. S: The colourful 'Snoopy' poster in favour of this lecture didn't prove entice-
ment enough. 

Scene IV : Scene shifts to Bertram Hall - Loyola College. Occasion - The Inter-
Collegiate Play Competition, part of their" Weeka Talencia ". 

Dramatics Club, Stella Maris, presents "Waiting for the Bus" with a three 
member cast from its ranks. We bag a prize for special effects - kudos to our props 
girls! 

End of Act I - First term activities come to a halt. The cast breaks off for a 
spell of holidays. 
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ACT II Scene I - The Inter-year Play Competition is held on the first day of the 
much talked about "Casata Carnival". An air of expectation and packed hall (for 
once ! ) await the unfolding of dramatic talents yearwise. Generally speaking they are 
not disappointed. "Welcome to Andromeda" with star talents Yashodhara Menon 
and Lakshmi Manian wins the trophy for the best play. Lakshmi bags the best actress 
award too. 

Scene II-A dismally empty Assunta Hall. An Inter-Year Play-Readingcompetition 
is in session! Our participants valiantly read on. Anu Thomas of I year wins the 
individual prize while the II years claim the group prize (The prizes are chocolates this 
time.) Haven't you heard? "The way to the heart is through the stomach!" 

The curtain closes on hectic excitement over the college play. Not less than four 
of our members are in the cast, many back-stage, and our Staff Adviser, Miss Oommen, 
directs. 

ACT III Scene I : The sole action in this scene is the Indian evening organised on 
Union Day with the co-operation of other clubs. The entertainment however failed to 
entertain except for the Pageant on Indian Mythology and the skit on Kalidasa. 

The year's activities are at an end and the curtain descends to rise again only in 
the dramatic year '76-77. Here's wishing future years racy action ! 

Critic's comment: '' Whither went the initial enthusiasm?" 

INDIRA MENON 

III B.A. (Lit.) 

President: Sarah Mathews- III B.A. Fine Arts 
Secretary: Chandrika -III B.A. Fine Arts 
Treasurer: N. Vandana -III B.A. Fine Arts 

The Club activities began in a festive mood with a social to welcome the members 
of the Club. Ideas on presenting a sale-cum-exhibition of works of art, marked the 
beginning of our more serious club efforts. The plans were carried out and everybody 
was treated to a display of paintings, leather work, batik, decorated candles and wall 
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panels. The total collections made was a sizeable sum of Rs. 800/- of which 20% was 
donated to the Art Department. A notable feature of this sale-cum-exhibition was 
that it was thrown open to other colleges and schools as well besides our college 
students and their parents. 

The next activity of the club was the making of a back-drop to the pageant on 
''Women through the Ages" commemorating International Women's Year. The show 
was held on Independence Day. The backdrop which was appreciated by one and all 
was in the form of a collage . black line drawing of famous women of the world on a 
background of coloured paper from magazines stuck together. The'' Udaya" write. up 
on the background gave a measure of the appreciation with which it was received. 

Another opportunity for the artistic talents of Kala Club members was provided 
by the Students' Union Day. On~e again a backdrop was made to highlight the cultural 
programme- the Indian Evening. This time the background was one of black paint
line drawing on red poster paper - Ajanta dancers, frescoes and musicians. 

The year's activities wound up with another social . thus ended another artistic 
year in the maturing of the Kala Club. 

TH5 

SARAH MATHEWS 

III B.A. (Fine Arts) 

LUB rr 
President : Anuradha -III B.Sc. (Maths.) 
Secretary : B. Vijayalakshmi II B.Sc. (Maths.) 
Treasurer: S. Vijayalakshmi - I B.Sc. (Maths.) 

The year 1975-76 started with the election of the office bearers. The strength of 
the club and the general enthusiasm were very encouraging and we had great plans. 
But alas! they were not to be ! Our inaut;ural meeting which was to have come off as 
"THE EVENT" of the year went on the rocks with Prof. Bhanumurthi, our guest 
speaker, being suddenly unable to make it. Due to some reason or the other, there was 
no meeting at all in the first term. 

Our second term, a very eventful and highly interesting one, amply made up for 
the blank ofthe first term. Kudos to Sarada, II M.Sc. for the excellent tact she dis
played in making the theory of relativity so simple that all of us saw daylight at last. 
This magnificent start inspired us and we arranged for a science quiz- of course, the 
emphasis was on mathematical questions- on the 15th of October. We were flabber
gasted by the brainy bunch we had on our hands and finished well-assured that there 
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was not a single question that would go unanswered. Radha of I year led the group 
followed by Lalitha of P.U. and Sucharitha of I year and Uma of M.Sc. tying for the 
third place. The members who didn't turn up on October 19th really missed something 
jn Lalitha's (I M.Sc.) speech, describing the methods of mathematics as found in the 
Atharva Veda, in particular in its subsidiary the Sthapita Veda. On December 3rd, we 
were in for a surprise. We found ourselves in a wild maze, the maze of magic squares, 
Set up by Sasikala of III B.Sc. 

In the final term the activities were initiated by the II years. B. Vijayalakshmi 
gave a talk on Information Theory. A paper on Calculation Mathematics, the fruit of 
the cautioned efforts of Sumana and Savithri, was read out by the latter. This was 
followed by two speeches- on the cultural aspect of Mathematics and its growth with 
civilization - delivered by Sucharitha Pai and Rama, both I year students. On February 
18th, Mrs. Padma Sreenath gave us just a glimpse of the vast horizon of Astronomy. 

Finally, a million thanks to Mrs. Chandrasekhar for her able guidance and to all 
the staff for their advice, co-operation and support. 

And that was '75-76. 

B. VIJAYALAKSHMI 

II B.Sc. (Maths) 

President: Tara - III B.Sc. (Chemistry) 
Secretary: Aruna - I B.Sc. (Maths.) 
Treasurer: Mahalakshmi - I B.Sc. (Maths.) 

The Music Club launched its activities for the year 1975 - 76 with a grand 
musical competition- classical and light. to select the college Music Team. The 
outstanding participants took part in the "Weeka Talencia" held by the Loyola 
College. Club members dedicated an evening of Carnatic music to one of our celeb
rated composers, Sri Muthuswamy Dikshithar. Mtmbers also rendered Indian Folk 
songs on Independence Day. 
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The third term activities comprised of a two-day musical affair wherein Inter
Collegiate classical as well as light music competitions were held. Our College also 
took part ie Mardi Gras (liT) festivities. In the light music competition our soloist 
bagged the prize and our group also stood second. The activities of the Club came 
to an end with a break-up social. 

TARA 
III B.Sc. (Chemistry) 

The Debating Club 

The existence of the Debating Club was debated initially, but the enthusiasm 
of our members was justified by the activities and the trophies we won. The academic 
year opened with an oratorical contest. Vanitha Khosla of Pre-University bagged the 
first prize. 

In January, an inter-collegiate extempore debate was conducted. The partici
pants of thirteen colleges were given key words or phrases. C. A. Sundaram of Viveka
nanda, Sudharshan of Loyola and Rafiq Ganjee of Madras Christian College won the 
first, second and third prizes respectively. The Rolling Trophy went to Madras 
Christian College. 

The debating team toiled hard throughout the year. We have to our credit the 
memorable achievement of fourteen Rolling Trophies for the year 1975-76. It started 
with the Janshed Nasseruanji Rolling Cup won at the Adyar Vasantha Youth Lodge by 
R. Latha (III B.A. Economics) and Alamelu Sharma (III B.A. Economics). The 
Jaycees Trophy was won by B. Usha (II M.A. Economics) and Uma Gowri (II B.Sc. 
Mathematics). The Canara Bank shield was bagged by Kalpana and Alamelu. The 
Adyar Theosophical Society Trophy was won by Alamelu and Mythili. The Loyola 

Alamelu... prizes galore ... 

College Association Team 
Prize was won by Kalpana 
and Alamelu, the latter also 
bagging the first prize. 

Alamelu Sharma was 
adjudged the best speaker 
both at the zonal and state 
level competitions. The Small 
Savings Team prize was 
easily won by Kalpana and 
Sucharitha P a i (I B.Sc. 
Mathematics) Sheila and Usha 
Bendigiri (both of II M.A. 
Economics) won the Guru 
Nanak Trophy. 
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In January 1976, Alamelu won the Vivekananda Gold Medal and together with 
Usha won the team prize. The Lions Club, Central Madras Trophy was again taken 
away by Kalpana who won the first individual prize. At Coimbatore, in the state 
competition, Alamelu and Kalpana won the Varadarajulu Memorial Rolling Trophy. 
Alamelu also won the first prize and Kalpana the second. Alamelu Sharma also won 
the All India Gold Medal- the A. L. Mudaliar award for the best speaker in 1975-at 
the Inter-University contest conducted by the CSIR. 

Though we distinguished ourselves through the seasoned speakers outside 
College, the activities of our Club within the College campus was at a low ebb. 

ALAMELU SHARMA 

III B.A. (Economics) 

istfRJJ [fuf, 

President ; Usha Nair -III B.A. (Hi~t.) 
Secretary: Sudha Thomas II B.A. (Hist.) 
Treasurer: Prema Bangara - I B.A. (Hist.) 

The History Ch1b, a relatively new club in the college, inaugurated its activities 
with the election of its office-bearers and a breaking-the-ice social. This was followed 
by an inter-departmental debate, between History and Economics and the Economics 
team, emerged winners. 

The most important activity organised by the club, was the Histo :y Week. A 
series of films entitled ''Great Men who moulded History " was screened and this was 
followed by an Inter-collegiate debate on the subject," There is no world peace today". 
An exhibition featuring 'India through the Ages', was held for the bent fit of the 
college and the week concluded on a note of enjoyment and entertainment - a variety 
programme. 

USHA NAIR 

III B.A. (History) 
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President : Latha Ramamoorthy - III B.A. (Econs.) 
Secretary: Radhika Raman II B.A. (Econs.) 
Treasurer: Sumathi Sundaram - I B.A. (Econs.) 

The inaugural function of the Economics Club took place on August 6th, with 
eighty members. Under the guidance of the staff adviser, Mrs. Ramani, the elections 
were held. At the first meeting, it was decided to have different committees for 
reception, catering and publicity in order to make the organization of the various 
aGtivities more simple. The office bearers would be responsible for the actual event 
itself. 

The first activity was a symbol competition. The idea was to establish a special 
symbol for the Economics Club. Each participant was required to design an insignia 
most appropriate to the club. This contest was won by Lavanya Nataraj (III B.A. 
Economics). A collegiate debate was conducted in the first term, the topics being 
"What is wrong with India today -economics or morality?" "Whither India with the 
Twenty Point Programme?" All the budding economists of the College were on parade. 
In a keenly contested show, the first place went to Uma Gowri (II B.Sc. Mathematics). 
The second and third places went to Usha Bendigeri (I M.A. Economics) and 
C.P. Alamelu (III B.A. Economics). 

The second term activities started with a debate conducted by the Forum of Free 
Enterprise, which is a regular feature of Stella Maris life. The winners were, in that 
order, Sucharita Pai (I B.Sc. Mathematics), (Jsha Bendigeri and C. P. Alamelu. From 
17th to 21st October, the Economics Week was celebrated. It started with an inter
collegiate debate. The shield went to Stella Maris, the best speaker being Alamelu. 
The best team for the Inter.collegiate Quiz held the next day was also Stella Maris, 
represented by Alamelu and Saraswathy (II M.A. Economics). The first place in 
the Essay competition went to Mahima (II B.A. Economics) the subject being "The 
·Economic Emancipation of Women". The post-graduates 1 had a seminar on Karl 
Marx on the final day of the week. The II M.A.'s were adjudged the best team. The 
first prize was bagged by U sha Bendigeri. 

In the third term, the Economics Club took active part in the "Indian 
Evening" held to celebrate Union Day on February 23rd. It was an inter-club 
venture. The valedictory function terminated the activities for the year. Mementoes 
were presented to the members of the Club so that they might carry away sweet 
memories. 

LATHA RAMAMOORTHY 
III B.A. (Economics) 
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The Literature Club 
President : C. Dakshayani - II B.A. (Lit.) 
Secretary: Usha Vaidyanathan- III B.A (Lit.) 
Treasurtlr: Annie Alexander -B.A. (P.R.) 

The Literature Club voted against a merger with the Debating Club in the 
beginning of the year and, in its first meeting, elected its office bearers. 

The first two terms of college witnessed the screening of a movie on poets, a 
bearing of the recorded play' Romeo and Juliet', a poetry competition with 'Feelings • 
as the theme and a unique and interesting 'Clueing Quiz'. Chitra of II M.A. (Lit.} 
won the poetry competition with "Complexes" and the first year undergraduates won 
the quiz. 

The 'Literature Week' of the third term came as a saving grace to the seeming 
inactivity of the club. It featured three inter-collegiate and two inter-year competitions. 
In the inter-collegiate group discussion, Loyola swept the show with "Beauty lies in the 
beheld, not in the eye of the beholder". In the quiz conducted by Mr. Ramamurthy, 
however, the home team retained the honours with Bilkhis Sait, II M.A. (Lit.) getting 
the highest score. The debating honours went to Ashoka Modi of liT and Ferdinand 
Raja of Loyola who were adjudged first and second respectively. 

In the collegiate competitions, the play reading was won by the third years with 
Padmini Ramamurthy, III B.A. (Lit) as the best actress. The pageant won the first 
years great credit for organisation and the first prize for the imaginative presentation of 
' A Midsummer Night's Dream'. 

The events for the year came to an end with the usual valedictory function. 

USHA VAIDYANATHAN, III B.A. (Lit.) 

President: R. Jayashree, -II B.A. (Lit.) 
Secretary: Sucharita Pai - I B.Sc. (Maths.) 
Treasurer: Subhalakshmi Narayan - I B.A. (Econs.) 

The Quiz Club has not bad the phenomenal success in Inter-Collegiate activities 
that the Debating Club has had. The year 1975-76 has nevertheless been a very satis
fying one. The team won the first prize at M.I.T., a second prize at S.I.E.T. and small 
victories on T.V. and over the A.I.R.-are all we can boast of by way of trophies. But 
the knowledge gained and the experiences shared cannot be discounted so easily. 
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The annual Inter-Collegiate contest conducted by Stella Maris College was a 
success {our thanks are here especially due to Miss Vimala; Miss Sarala and Miss 
Padmavathy) with liT bagging the shield for the third time in succession. But the 
superior standard and wider range of the Mardi Gras quiz which included audio-visual 
questions, and the programme at M.C.C., make us determined to emulate their 
methods, with their help if possible, and widen the scope of our own rather stereo-typed 
programmes. Within the College it was heartening to see the increasing response to 
quiz club activities from the staff and from members from the P.U. to the II M.A. 
classes, and we are looking forward to increasing co-operation in the future. But we 
cannot forget that next year we will surely be felt. Anyway, let's muster our forces 
and not Jag behind our debating sisters. Best wishes to the next year's office-bearers. 

JAYSHREE RAMACHANDRAN 

II B.A. (Lit.) 

Muthomizh Perovoi (Tamil Club J 

President: R. Jayanthy - III B.A. (Economics) 
Secretary: C. R. Suganthy -II RSc. (Maths.) 
Treasurer: A. Nirmala - I B.Sc. (Maths.) 

Muthamizh Peravai was inaugurated on the third week of August by the great 
Tamil scholar, Mrs. Soundara Kailasam, who gave an interesting speech about the 
greatness of one's mother tongue. Prizes were awarded to the winners of the essay 
competition which was conducted in the previous week. Malarvizbi (II B.Sc. Matbs.) 
and Prabha (II B.A. Lit.) were the winners. The day came to a close with a beautiful 
piece of dancing by Rama (I B.Sc. Maths). 

An oratorical contest was held in September and the judges declared Vasumathi 
(P.U.) and Renuka (P.U.) the winners. We also bad an inter-class drama competition 
where again the P.U. students presented the best play. Of course, individual prizes 
were given to the best actresses. 

'PATTIMANRAM' was a special feature in the year 1975-76. Mr. N. D. Sun
daravadivelu presided over the function. Vakeesa Kalanidhi K. V. Jagannathan was 
the chairman. The debate was on "Which literary work speaks more about the great
ness of womanhood - Silappathikaram or Manimekalai? ". Excellent speakers like 
Avvai Natarajan and Silamboli Sellappan made it an unforgettable evening with their 
enthusiastic argument. Then we had the Inter-class quiz. The winners Radba (III 
B.Sc. Chemistry), Seetba (II B.Sc. Maths), Ratbika (I B.Sc. Chemisty) were awarded 
prizes by the eloquent speaker Mr. Jagannathachari who presided over the valedictory 
meeting. Our members participated in many inter-collegiate competitions and have 
won many prizes. 

SMC-15 

c. R. SUGANTHY 

II B.Sc. (Maths) 
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President : Beulah Paulraj - III B.Sc. (Zoology) 
Secretary: Radhika Raman II B.Sc. (Zoology) 
Treasurer: Chandini Venkatesan - II B.Sc. (Zoology) 

The activities of the club began with an informal get-together party where the 
students of different years intermingled and also presented short items for entertainment. 

We had some delightful films on Sponges, Amphibians, Coelenterates and 
various other groups of animals. 

To mark the National Wild Life Week, we had Mr. Raja Singh from the 
Forest Department to talk to us on Wild Life conservation. The talk was made inte
resting as he showed us beautiful slides to illustrate his point of view. 

There were also some good lectures on Water-Pollution and Environmental 
Pollution. 

The end of the academic year saw with regret the passing out of the final year 
students. We had a farewell social gathering with lively entertainment to keep the 
spirit of the Zoology Club elevated till the next year. 

He.rtt5IRY 

LUB 

RADHI.KA RAMAN, 

II B.Sc. (Zoology) 

President: Ranjini -III B.Sc. (Chemistry) 
Secretary : Nilima - II B.Sc. (Chemistry) 
Treasurer: Aruna -I B.Sc. (Chemistry) 

On the whole, the activities of the Chemistry Club this year were slightly better 
than in the past. We started off with Dr. Gopalan from M.C.C. on the topic "Nuclear 
Power". It was an enlightening and powerful talk. 

Our next meeting was a social which was attended by both students and staff. 
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During the second term a chemistry quiz was conducted by one of our lecturers. 
The winners of this quiz participated in the quiz competition conducted by the "Royal 
Institute of Chemistry" at the Vivekananda College. One of our students won a merit 
certificate. 

Participants were again sent to another quiz conducted by the Madras Science 
Association. Our college girls bagged the second prize. 

During the third term we had a series of educational excursions. We visited 
the Ponds Factory at Pallavaram and the Woodward Gripe Water Factory nearby. 
Our next trip was to Manali to visit the " Madras Refineries" and " Fertilizers 
Factory". 

The activities were rounded off with a grand farewell organised by the second 
years. Money was collected and given to our laboratary attender, Theresa, who unfor
tunately met with a serious accident in our laboratory. 

President: Bina Eapen 

Secretary: Vanitha Khosla 

Treasurer: Shobha 

NILIMA 

II B.Sc. (Chemistry) 

With the end of this academic year we have to give up our exclusive privilege of 
~~ing members of the P. U. Literary Club. 

Our Club initially comprised of a large number of girls who were extremely co. 
operative at the start but unfortunately, enthusiasm waned as time went by and the 
club was practically dead at the end of the year. Needless to say, without the invalu
able help rendered by our staff-in-charge the club would not have run smoothly. 

In spite of the disinterest of the members, we managed to keep ourselves active 
throughout the year. The activities of the club started off with a social which helped 
to break the ice. Later, we catalogued all the books in the library which was not 
used overmuch. 
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We had a couple of quiz programmes conducted very entertainingly by Miss 
Susan Oomen. An oratorical contest was also conducted. A review of the book 
" Swami and Friends" by R. K. Narayanan proved extremely helpful to the handful of 
girls who attended the meeting. 

If we had the whole-hearted co-operation of the members, we might have been 
able to achieve much more. In spite of all this, it has been an enjoyable year for some 
of us. It is indeed a pity that all good things should come to an end so fast. All we 
have now are our m!m:>ries which we will always cherish. 

The Tour North 

BINA EAPEN 

P.U.C. 

We were seventy-two of us on that memorable trip- three staff members, two 
travel agents to see to our needs, five cooks to feed us and sixty-two of us to enjoy all 
this and more. 

Our first halt was Delhi. A shopping spree took us to Karol Bagh, Connaught 
Place and Chandni Chowk. We left the same evening for Chandigarh where we visited 
the High Court, the Legislature, the Rose Garden, the Museum and the Shopping 
Centre. That evening we left for Kalka, two hours away, from where we left for Simla 
in the Shuttle Service at the unearthly hour of two in the morning. 

It was a cute little train that took us up to Simla, though tbe seven hour journey 
was uncomfortable. But the breath-taking and idyllic scenery more than made up for 
the discomfort. 

On arrival , we discovered that the commonest and quickest mode of transport 
in Simla was walking, for the roads there go uphill and steeply too, most of the time, 
so that cars and buses are ruled out. Occasionally one finds a jeep or a car on The 
Mall, .the main shopping centre, or vehicles belonging to the Indian Army. We saw the 
landing strip where the Prime Minister's aeroplane lands. A group of us climbed the 
Jakkoo Hill, at the top of which is the Kakkoo temple, a climb of six thousand feet. 
Some of us visited Chail (where there is the highest cricket pitch in the world) in the 
ITDC buses. It was unfortunate that the Travel Agents had not made any arrange
ments for sightseeing in Simla for us. We were mostly left on our own. After two 
days, we were off in two buses for Kulu Valley, a ten hour journey, a nauseating expe
rience. Amidst stones of land-slides and what not, we painfully made our way to what 
promised to be a fabulous little valley. And oh! was it fabulous! Straight out of the 
calendar, that's what it was! Before us was the Beas, beyond the Beas were terraced 
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hill sides. The town proper was only a few minutes away from our hotel. The people 
there seemed a friendly lot,· sporting colourful clothes and the women wearing huge 
nose rings. 

On the third day of our stay there, we left for Manali, a two-hour drive by bus. 
In Manali we went to the hot springs reputed to cure one of all ailments. We were 
also fortunate enough to see the Dalai Lama who visited Manali that day. Armed 
with crate loads of golden apples, we returned to Kulu that evening. Back at the hotel, 
we organised a camp fire, at which there was much evidence of happy camaraderie. 

With many vows to return later in our lives, we left the next morning for Chandi
garh. We were now on the last leg of our tour. After a day's halt at Delhi where a 
sightseeing tour took us to the Red Fort, Qutub Minar and such other places of 
historical interest, we made the final stop at Agra. Here, we visited Fatehpur Sikri, the 
Fort and the Taj Mahal. 

It was now time for us to pack up our belongings and call it a day. Off we were 
the next day, our destination- home sweet home. 

R. V. RAGHAVAMBAL 

III B.A. (Economics) 
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~Social Work Week' 

The Social Work Department of Stella Maris College, organised for the first time 
a Social Work Week. Its objective was to throw light upon the profession of Social Work, 
dispel some of the misconceptions about professional Social Work and bring about 
social awareness among students and public. 

A formal inauguration of the newly formed Association of Student Social Workers, 
and a week long exhibition opened by Mr. Vaz, Member Secretary, M. M.D. A., marked 
the beginning of the Social Work Week. The exhibition focussed on all aspects of Social 
W:ork, the curriculum for study, its role in fields of Family and Child Welfare, Medical 
and Psychiatric areas and in Community Development. Besides this, it highlighted the 
service projects of the Department, viz. Shivashanmugapuram slum, Royapettah 
Hospital and Pattipulam village. 

A two-day seminar on Community Development, inaugurated by Mr. Ranga
bhashyam, Secretary of Education, Government of Tamil Nadu, and well attended by 
distinguished social workers and administrators was held. Papers on different aspects 
of Community Development led to queries on various subjects like the assessment of the 
fruits of existing Community Development programmes, the contribution of education 
and educated youth to rural development, the desirability and feasibility of enforcing 
family planning through legislation, and the inclusion of educated students in policy 
making in communities and social organisations. Additionally, an evaluation of the 
existing methods of teaching and learning social work was also carried out. This 
seminar concluded with a sharing of field work experiences by the students of the three 
Schools of Social Work. Another one-day seminar for the youth and young parents of 
Shivashanmugapuram slum area on the role and responsibilities of marriage and family 
life was organised. Films accompanied the various talks and the enthusiasm of the 
youth was gratifying. 

A film show to collect funds for the Association of Student Social Workers was 
arranged, and the week concluded with a talk on Mental Health Education Programme 
by Dr. Vaidyalingam of Stanley Medical College, for the benefit of the students. 

In the words of a visitor : 

"The Exhibition is thought provoking, interesting and enlightening. In a way 
it provokes us to do something for the handicapped in society." 
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VAIJAYANTHI 

II M.A. (Social Work) 
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Sports Round- Up 

Stella Maris reaped a rich 
harvest on the Sports field in the 
academic year 1975-'76. The 
biggest laurel that Stella Maris 
won was the Major Games Trophy 
for the third year in succession. 
A quick run-through will show 
how this was achieved. 

Cricket: 

Stella Maris won the first inter-collegiate tournament
an achievement to be cherished. The batting line-up for 

Stella Maris: C.T.M. Suguna, Captain (I B.A. History), Ranjini Bhas (III B.A. Fine 
Arts), Geetha Das (III B.A.·Sociology), Sumathi Aiyer (II B.A.fSociology) C. R. Kalpana 
(I B.A.), Pushpa Iyer (I B.A. Fine Arts), Hastha (I B.A. Sociology), V. Sagiri, S. Revathi, 
Chandra, Vibha Mathur, Shobha, Dorothy Denis and Aarthi Desai, all of Pre. 
University. The coaches were Mr. Iqbal and Mr. Mohanrangam from Parry and Co., 
Ltd., who moulded our girls into a fine team. 

Suguna, Sumathi, Shobha, Ranjini, Kalpana and Vibha 
represented the Madras University at the All India Inter
University tournament held in Rajkot. Madras University 
won the tournament. 

Suguna, Sumathi and Shoba were the members of the 
Tamilnadu team at the South Zone Championships held in 
Mysore. Shoba Krishnaswamy (PU. 7) was selected for the 
South Zone team and the Combined Universities Team. 
The day is not far off when our girls will make the Test 
grade. 

Ball-Badminton : 

We emerged runners-up in the inter-collegiate tournament losing to Ethiraj College 
in the finals. Our coach was Mr. Sampath, retired P.E.T. of P.S. High School. The 
team comprised of N. Sharada, Captain (I B.A. Sociology), Padma Mahadevan (I M.A. 
Economics), B. Sumathi (II B.A. Sociology), R. Jayanthi (I B.A. Fine Arts), R. Jayashree 
(II B.A. Literature), B. Radha (I B.Sc. Maths), T. S. Padmasundari (I B.A. History) 
and S. Chitra (P.U.C.) 

120 



SPORTS DAY 

Smile~ of Victory 

Our Winners ... Sharon Garlow, Sports Champion 
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Hockey: 

We won the inter-collegiate tourna
ment for the second year in succession. 
Mr. Attula Khan of I.C.F. was the coach. 
The wizards with the magic sticks, who 
made this victory possible were : Sabrina 
Lamech, Captain, (Ill B.A. Fine Arts), 
V. Sashikala (II M.A. Economics), v. 
Tara (II B.A. Fine Arts), Shoba Kuruvilla 

Hockey (II B.A. Economics), P. Bhuvani (I B.Sc., 
Zoology.), S. Balanjali (I B.Sc., Chemistry), 

Anne Thomas (I B.A. Sociology), Audrey Sreshta (I B.A. Sociology), Anne Joachim 
(I B.A. Fine Arts), Sara Verghese (I B.Sc., Zoology), and K. Sashikala (P.U.C.). 

Balanjali, V. Sashikala, Bhuvani, Shobha, R. Sashikala and Anne represented 
the Madras University in the All India Inter-University meet held in Faridabad. 

Sabrina, V. Sashikala and R. Sashikala represented Tamilnadu in the National 
Championships at Goa. 

Tennis: 

Steiia Maris was declared wmners of the inter
collegiate tournament after an easy victory over Queen 
Mary's College. The girls responsible for winning this 
trophy were: Priyadarshini, Captain (I B.A. Econo
mics), Geetha Kaiiivayalil {III B.A. Literature), 
V. Anuradha (P.U.C.), and Shirley Thomas (I B.A. 
History). 

Priya and Geetha played for the University and 
finished as runners-up in the All India Inter-University 
meet at Dharwar. 

Volley - Ball : 

Stella Maris has not yet reached the inter
collegiate standard -we have a long way to go yet. 
The team comprised of the following players : Marilyn 
Jones (III B.A. Economics), Prabha (l" B.A. Socio
logy), Anuradha (I B.Sc., Zoology), Malathi (I B.A. 
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History), Usha, Bhavani, Geetha, Maureen and Uma Mabeswari (all of P.U.C.) . 
Mr. Arumugam, NIS Coach of State Sports Council coached our girls. 

Usha and Bhavani represented Tamilnadu a~ the National Sports festival in 
Delhi. 

Basket- Ball : 

Stella Maris retained the inter-collegiate trophy for the fourth time in a row. 
We emerged runners-up, both in the Third State Championships at Vellore and at 
the Inter-divisional matches in Madras. 
NIS Coach of State Sports Council, 
Mr. B. Muniappa was the coach. The team: 
Pradipta Mehta- Captain (III B.A. Econo
mics), Sudha Kini (I M.A. Literature), 
Hema Naidu (III B.A. Sociology), Madonna 
D'Costa (II B.A., Sociology), Souji Palandy 
(II B.A. Sociology), Sandhya Ramaswamy 
(II B.Sc., Maths.), Bhuvani (I B.Sc., Zoo
logy), Nirmala, Sujata Mehta, Vani and 
Tenaz Irani all from Pre-University Class. 

Pradipta, Sudha, Hema, Souji, 
Madonna and Sandhya were in the 
University team. They played several 

Basket Ball 

friendly matches in Sri Lanka and later in the inter-university matches in Trivandrum. 

Pradipta, Hema, Souji and Bhuvani played for Tamilnadu at the National Sports 
Festival held in Delhi . 

Sudha, Pradipta and Souji represented Tamilnadu in the Twenty-sixth National 
Basketball Championship in Calcutta. 

Table-Tennis and Shuttle Badminton are our weak points. We fared badly 
in both these tournaments. 

Table- Tennis Team : 

S. Uma, (III Zoology), Sakina, Jayalakshmi and Mariette all of Pre-University. 

Shuttle Badminton : 

Geetha Das (III B.A. Sociology), Shakila Haridas (I B.A.), and Radhika (I B.A. 
Literature). 
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Athletics: 

Sharon Garlow (I B.A. Economics), V. Vijayalakshmi (P.U. 2), Rama Saras
wathy (P.U. 7), Rosa Antony (P.U. 7), and Madonna D'Costa (II B.A. Sociology), won 
laurels for themselves and also for the college, both at the A. L. Mudaliar Sports meet 
and the Inter-Collegiate athletic meet. Stella Maris tied for the runners-up place with 
Ethiraj College in the Inter-Collegiate Athletic meet. 

V. Vijayalakshmi was adjudged fourth best in the National Efficiency Test 
conducted at Allahabad. She received a scholarship of Rs. 600, a blazer and a certifi
cate of merit. 

The Annual Sports Day of Stella Maris was held on February 27th, 1976. 
Sharon Garlow won the individual championship for the second year in succession. 
The Third Years were awarded the I.O.B. Shield for winning the maximum number of 
games in the inter-year matches- probably the best farewell gift they could be given. 

With this, the sports activities closed for the academic year 1975-'76. The person 
behind all these laurels won by the college is Mrs. Mangaladurai whose untiring efforts 
have put Stella Maris on the topmost rung of the Sports ladder. 

PRADIPTA MEHTA 

III B.A. (Economics) 

Caravanserai 1975-76 

Whether it is the Cairo Hilton, Miranda House Hostel, Delhi or Stella Maris 
College Hostel, Madras and whether it is a space of a day, four years or a year, one 
factor is common to all these places and that is essentially a cosmopolitan atmosphere. 
It is a well-accepted sociological theory that man is gregarious by instinct and this fact 
is no better proved than in places like hostels where one meets people with diverse 
interests and myriad backgrounds. Not only does one meet people and adjust to 
different patterns of living, but creative output is increased collectively. Of course 
there are the usual ' bugs' - one has to live with rules as well (here most certainly lies 

·the glaring difference from the earlier mentioned Hilton !), and sometimes inedible food 
(if food be the soul of man ... ), but on the whole, it is an experience which could prove 
to be a lesson in discipline and decision-making. 

I Term 

Hostel life started off with a bang (to use a well-worn:ciiche) with the Ice
Breaker Social, 'courtesy'a Ia Senior'. Womankind always loves beauty contests (mind 
you on the· basis of beauty and brains), so when Mary Antony was chosen after her 
Papa Doc policy speech on the topic ' What would I do if I were the Prime Minister of 
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India', one felt that it was deser
ved. The runners-up were Devika 
Mukherji and Louisa Mitter. 

The Return Social of the 
Freshers was appreciated for they 
had taken a lot of attention and 
cart: to ensure it an entertaining 
evening. ' The Land of the 
Gypsies', the theme for the eve
ning was a burst of kaleidos
copic visions. '' ... freedom tastes 
of reality ... " sings Tommy in the 

Who's rock extravaganza, and like Tommies we poured out of the hostel in ecstasy 
when Sr. Principal granted us freedom for a day the next day. 

II Term 

Madras is a world-known tourist spot for its beaches, and the Hostel Picnic was 
held as scheduled at the Golden Beach. "The sea sure was well-behaved ... ", to quote 
Laila Thommen, Hostel President. ( ... so were the girl& ... ) 

Christmas hit Stella Maris Hostel in the form of the 'Xmas Spree organised by 
the second years. And in keeping with International Women's Year (women libbers 
hold your breath ... ) the unique feature was Mrs. Santa Claus ..... . 

III Term 

Hostel Week 1) Net Ball Match 

2) Table Tennis Rounders (Tara Varki 'The Champion) 

3) College Competition (messy but fun .... ) 

4) 'Trap Your Scrap' (the cotton, hay and rags emerged out of 
our heads in aesthetic forms). 

Inter-Hostel Sports Day was held 
on the eve of Hostel Day ...... 
St. Joseph's won the cup. 

In the Hostel one thrives on 
themes to add a little sunshine to 
life, and 'Zodiac Signs' (No, we did 
not dress up as lions ... ), emerged as 
the existing motif for the day. The 



spotlight of the evening entertainment fell on Lady Madonna with her mono acting, the 
mad Russian play, and the V.I.P. scene. After the show was, what was juat terrific ... 
The Open-Air Auditorium responded positively to crazy cavorting to the music 
of Santana and similar stuff ... the grand finale ... 

SHAILU IYENGAR, 

I M.A. (Literature) 

The Old Students' Association 
President S. Saraswathi 
Secretary R. Shantha 
Asst. Secretary: V. Sowmya 

The year 1975 bas not been an uneventful year for the O.S.A. In February, a 
meeting was held comprising of students and staff where it was decided that committees 
be set up for the smooth working of the organization. But this did not materialise. 
March saw another meeting of the members, a delightful feature of it being, the enter
tainment put up by the children of our staff. The tiny tots stole the show with their 
performances. The members while shown around were full of admiration for our 
newly acquired library. The highlights of the next meeting in July 1975 was a talk by 
Miss Thoyadakshi, a past student of our College, and one by Mrs. Lakshmi Bai. The 
Graduates Reception scheduled for the twentysecond of September was cancelled and 
held on the eighth of November. October twentieth was a big day for the fresh 
graduates as well as the O.S.A. members, some of whom were actively engaged. For 
the first time the convocation was held in the College premises. The chief guest for 
the occasion was Mr. Rangabashyam. The Graduates Reception, one of the last 
features of the O.S.A. programme went off well. It was well attended and elections 
were held to elect office bearers for the following year. 

The O.S.A. has always had Sister Principal's and the staff~s guidance and coope
ration. A special thanks to Mrs. Ramani, Mrs. Chellam, Mrs. Ganga and Mrs. 
Chandra Parthasarathy. Among the others a special mention must be made of Mrs. 
E. K. Lakshmi Bai, Mrs. Janaki, Mrs. Vatsala and Mrs. Bhagyam. 

The O.S.A. is not yet firmly grounded. It has met with little student co-opera
tion. Yet it exists because Stella Maris is not "a home of lost causes and forsaken 
beliefs and wnpopular names and impossible loyalties". We hope that in the years to 
come more co-operation will be extended from the student body. A few members and 
office bearers are even now engaged in racking their brains for ideas which I guess only 
meets with indifference when communicated to the members. Yet our O.S.A. is the 
place where optimism most flourishes. 

V. SOWMYA 

II M.A. (Literature) 
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The Alumnae 

Our College Alumnae are spread the world over. Yet it is the same few who 
remember and write ... the same few who visit us to speak nostalgically about the 
"good old days' ... One questions:" Where are the others? Have they forgotten their 
Alma Mater? Have they little ()r nothing to give when what they've got is 
''education for life"... That it is an education for life is reaffirmed by the letters 
and confirmed by the visits ... and so we continue our voyage in the deep sea of educa
tion hoping to find 'pearls' wherever they may be. 

Here is R. Ramathilakam, (M.A. Economics, 1967) working as Lecturer in Econo
mics, Sri Avanashilingam Home Science College, Coimbatore affirming her intention to 
" perpetrate what she learnt". 

Coimbatore 
2-2-'76 

"We are starting M.A. Economics from this academic year. l only pray that 
I will bring to bear on the P. G. students the passion for hard wo~k and dedication to 
studies that y6u had imbibed in us" 

Our prayers are with you ...... 

Rebeca Joseph, B.Sc. (Chemistry) 1972, writes from Vellore: 

I am now in Vellore doing my Ph.D. in Neuro-Chemistry. 

Vellore 
12-12-1975 

I like Vellore very much. It is quite a change from Lucknow. lam at present 
working on Bitaxosaminidase from human liver. l find the work quite interesting but 
very time consuming. 

Wish you all success. 

J. Vaseegari (B.Sc. Zoology 1974) Providence College, Coonoor shares her expe
riences in imparting education: 

Coonoor 
16-12-'76 

This term seems to be demanding a little more of heavy work. We have divided 
all the P.U.C. Natural Science students into two batches, the weaker in one and the 
better in the other. l am kept very busy preparing for the classes. 
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V. Devaki (B.Sc. Zoology 1974) writes: 

Palghat, 
17-2-1976. 

I am happy to inform you that my marriage has been fixed. The marriage is at 
Palani. My brother's marriage is also on the same day. 

Wish you a very happy wedded life. 

S. Vasantha (B Sc. Zoology 1974) writes: 

Raj Bhavan, 
3-12-'75. 

Often during my free time I recall with pride, my memorable days at Stella 
Maris - those interesting lectures, the struggle with the animals in the practical classes. 
I can neither forget the personal attention, nor have the minute details of instructions 
escaped from my mind. 

It was all so thorough. 
But now life is entirely different. It is such a contrast, a "new experience". 

Jennifer Joachim (I B.Sc. Zoology 1975) writes nostalgically from Surrey, 
England. 

Surrey, 
3-2-'76. 

I have applied for a medical seat to five teaching hospitals. I hope to get a seat 
this October. Until that I will be doing Honorary Service in a hospital. 

And something of London life : 

London is a beautiful city. It is clean to perfection. People are very honest 
but have colour prejudice. But I know that blackness is not weakness and that colour 
is only skin deep. 

I miss Stella Maris. Though I am far away from her, she will always be a star 
for me throughout my life. 

Rama Kalyanaraman (B.Sc. Zoology, 1971) writes from across the Atlantic: 

Kentucky 
23-11-75 

When we visited Washington in May I talked to Saraswathi Murtbi on the 
'phone. My husband has finished his thesis and has got a job as Assistant Professor 
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in the University of Kentucky. I have joined a few hand-work classes. Since we don't 
know as to how long we will stay here, I am wondering whether I can continue higher 
studies. By the way we are expecting a baby in July 1976. 

Our prayers for a safe delivery. 

Vasanthi Shenoy (B.A. Sociology 1966.) writes from California : 

Wellesley 
9-2-76 

I have applied for a faculty position at the University of San Diego to teach 
Sociology at the undergraduate level. I will have to teach courses in Sociology, 
Methodology, and Statistics. I am currently teaching part-time at the State University. 

And back to Malabar Hills, Bombay, from where Rama Sampath (M.A. Economics 
1970) writes: 

We have shifted our apartment not far from the previous one, but a far better 
and spacious one. By the way, sister, we are expecting our second baby in March. 
I am sure this will surprise you . 

Donagh D'Silva (M A. Literature 1969) also writes from Bombay: 

Bombay 
9-2-76 

I can never forget all the dear people with whom I lived for six years. My little 
girls are well. The older one is in Lower K. G. and loves school. 

I am away from the house for four hours daily as I have three lectures a day. 
The college is a short distance from home, so I find it convenient. I teach English 
Prose and Poetry to First Year higher level students and Correspondence Prose to Inter
mediate Commerce. 

B. Balasaraswathi, M A. {Economics) 1966. writes from Madras: 

Madras, 
9-2-76. 

I have joined as Post-graduate teacher of Economics in Jawahar Vidyalaya, 
Ashoknagar, Madras. I will be acting as Principal of the same institution for two 
years. 
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Zarin Cooper, (B.A. Literature 1974), writes from Madras about the harsh reality 
of life and how she remembers us : 

Madras, 
19-12-75. 

'You do kept stressing in your moral philosophy classes how very secure we 
college girls are, and how unnoticed, our education places us on a super pedestal 
from which we go tumbling down into a mediocrity. Here in the office, the human 
element is almost lost and everything becomes so impersonal. I keep remembering the 
Moral Philosophy classes. 

And so, the voyage of life continues and we realise that life educates, as educa
tion prepares us for life .. in fact education is life. 
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Universit4 Examinations - March-April 1976 
RESULTS 

PRE-UNIVERSITY : 

Passed in Percent-
Group No. Failures Total age of appeared Passes 

I CI II Cl III Cl Passes 

% 
Mathematics, Physics and 

Chemistry 189 172 10 7 182 96.2 
Physics, Chemistry and 

Natural Science 357 162 110 20 65 292 81.7 
History, Economics and 

Drawing & Painting 34 9 10 5 10 24 71 
History, Economics and 

Advanced English 59 37 17 4 55 93.2 
History, Economics and 

Advanced Tamil 6 5 16.6 

645 380 148 26 91 554 85.8 

I B.A. 

No. appeared No. passed Percentage of Passes 

Subjects 
bll Cl t>ll Cl bll Cl 

= till ·; 0 Cl t>ll ·; 0 = till ·; 0 
c:<S Cl Cl c:<S Cl = c:<S = = 
~ ~ ~ < ~ ~ ); < ~ ~ ); < 

% % % % 
History 22 22 22 21 21 22 95.4 95.4 100 
Economics 83 83 83 79 83 77 95 100 92.7 

Histoty of Fine Arts 24 24 24 14 24 19 58.3 100 79 
Sociology 40 40 40 37 39 40 92.2 97.5 100 
English 40 40 40 40 40 40 100 100 97.5 

Pub. Relation 19 20 20 19 17 20 18 19 89.4 100 90 1€!0 
----

228 229 44 204 208 227 37 198 91.2 99 84 96.5 
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II B.A. 

No. appeared No. passed Percentage of Passes 

Subjects co c co d co .!3 c co ·; 0 c 110 ·; 0 c 110 0 

"" c d 
"" c c t<S c "" d 

~ llol ~ < ~ • ~ < ~ J:Q ~ < 

% % % o/o 
History 34 34 33 34 33 34 33 34 97 100 100 100 
Economics 81 81 80 80 80 81 79 80 98.7 100 98 100 
History of Fine Arts 20 20 20 20 19 20 20 20 95 100 100 100 
Sociology 40 40 40 40 38 40 39 40 95 100 97.5 100 
English 39 39 39 39 39 39 39 39 100 100 100 100 

214 214 212 213 209 214 210 213 97.6 100 99 100 

III B.A. 

No. passed in Percen-

Subjects 
No. Fai- Total tagss 

appeared lures Passes of 
ICI II Cl IIICI Passes 

% 
History 36 27 9 27 75 
Economics 88 24 46 18 70 79.5 
History of Fine Arts 23 2 10 10 1 22 95.6 
Sociology 41 14 27 41 100 
English 39 28 11 39 100 

227 2 76 121 28 199 87.6 

I B.Sc. 

No. appeared No. passed Percentage of Passes 
··~~-~- ---

Subjects 
cO cO t>O cO .5! t>O 

c cO 
c 

c "' d ·; c 'iii 
CIS c ); ... c 

~ "" c 
~ ~ llol ~ J:Q ~ llol 

% % % 
Mathematics 44 44 44 44 44 41 100 100 91 
Chemistry 31 31 30 31 31 30 100 100 100 
Zoology 39 39 39 39 39 36 100 100 92.3 

114 114 113 114 114 107 100 100 94.6 
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II B.Sc. 

No: appeared No. of Passes Percentage of Passes 

Subjects • 
1>0 

~ = 1>0 ~ 
c:l 1>0 

~ 
c:l = ·; 0 = ·; 0 c:l ·; 0 

CIS = c:l CIS = c:l CIS c:l ~ ,.;j i:ll ~ < ,.;j i:ll ~ < ,.;j i:ll ~ 

% % % % 
Mathematics 42 42 42 41 42 42 42 40 100 100 100 97.5 
Chemistry 29 29 29 29 29 29 29 29 100 100 100 100 
Zoology 35 36 36 33 35 34 36 29 100 94.4 100 87.8 

106 107 107 103 106 105 107 98 100 98 100 95 

III B.Sc. 

Passed in Percen-
Subjects 

Number Fai- Total tage 
appeared lures Passes of 

ICI II Cl IIICl Passes 

% 
Mathematics 40 34 2 4 36 90 
Chemistry 28 25 2 1 27 96·4 
Zoology 38 2 21 7 8 30 79 

106 61 25 7 13 93 87.7 

M.A. & M.Sc. 

Passed in Percen-
Subjects 

Number Total Total tage 
appeared failures Passes of 

I Cl. II Cl. Passes 

% 
M.A. English 19 1 18 19 100 
M.A. Economics - Part I 23 23 100 

" 
-Part II 24 21 3 21 87.6 

M.A. History of Fine Arts- Part I 7 7 100 

" " 
-Part II 5 1 3 1 4 80 

M.A. Social Work- Part I 18 3 15 88.8 
M.A. Social Work- Part II 21 1 20 21 100 
M.Sc. Mathematics- Part I 25 3 22 88 
M.Sc. 

" 
-Part II 26 20 2 4 22 84.6 

168 23 64 14 154 91.6 
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Statement about ownership and other particulars about the newspaper Stella Maris College Magazine 
to be published in the first issue every year after the last day of February 

Form IV-(See Rule 8) 

1. Place of Publication 

2. Periodicity of its publication 

3. Printer's Name 
(whether Citizen of India) 
(If foreigner, state the 
country of origin) 
Address 

4. Publisher's Name 
(whether Citizen of India) 
(If foreigner, state the 
country of origin) 
Address 

5. Editor's Name 
(whether Citizen of India) 
(If foreigner, state the 
country of origin) 
Address 

6. Naines and addresses of individuals 
who own the newspaper and part
ners or shareholders holding more 
than one per cent of the total capital 

14, Cathedral Road, Madras- 600 086 

Annual 

R. Surianarayanan 
Citizen of India 

11, Anderson Street, Madras- 600 001 

Sister Irene Mathias, F.M.M., M.Sc., 

Citizen of India 

14, Cathedral Road, Madras- 600 086 

Seetha Srinivasan, M.A., 

Citizen of India 

14, Cathedral Road, Madras- 600 086 

Stella Maris College, Madras- 600 086 

I, Irene Mathias, hereby declare that the particulars given above are true to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

Date: 15-11-76 Signature of Publisher : IRENE MATHIAS, F.M.M 
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