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Womern’s involvement in
politics most visible at the
local level: Thamizhachi

Fresh perspectives: Chennai South MP Thamizhachi Thangapandian at the launch of a book at Stella
Maris College in Chennai on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The trend of gradual in-
crease in women'’s involve-
ment in politics has been
most visible at the local le-
vel, said Chennai South MP
Thamizhachi Thanga-
pandian.

Speaking at a session on
‘The Empowerment of
Young Women for Political
Participation’ in Stella Ma-
ris College in association
with the University of Mari-
bor, Slovenia, Ms. Thanga-
pandian said measures
such as India’s 73rd and
74th Constitutional
Amendments and reserva-
tion for women had led to
a remarkable transforma-
tion in rural and urban pol-
itical landscapes. “Wo-
men’s leadership has
proven time and again to
bring fresh perspectives,
address long-standing so-
cial inequalities, and
champion inclusive
growth. As we look toward
a future where more wo-
men will occupy positions
of power, it is clear that
their voices are not only vi-
tal to shaping a just and
equitable society but are
the very bedrock of a thriv-
ing democracy,” she said.

“In local governance,
women’s leadership has
been increasingly visible,
particularly in urban admi-

- pistration. The election of

R. Priya as the Mayor of the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion more than three years
ago has been a particularly
significant milestone. In
her time as Mayor, Ms. Pri-
ya has demonstrated re-
markable success in ad-
dressing urban governance
issues, with a focus on im-
proving basic amenities,
waste management, and
the overall quality of life in
the city. Under her leader-
ship, the city has seen im-
provements in sanitation,
infrastruciure  develop-
ment, and environmental
sustainability. Mayor Pri-
ya’s emphasis on transpa-
rency and citizen engage-
ment has earned her
widespread praise, and
her success has made her a
role model for aspiring fe-
male politicians in the
State. Ms. Priya’s tenure is
emblematic of how women
in leadership positions can
bring fresh perspectives
and innovative solutions to
long-standing governance

challenges,” said Ms.
Thangapandian.
“Despite these advance-

ments, significant chal-
lenges remain for women
in Indian politics. While
women have made signifi-
cant strides in local gover-
nance, their representa-
tion at the national level
has historically been low.
The broader landscape of
women’s political partici-

pation in South Asia, when
examined more closely, re-
veals the persistence of
structural barriers. A com-
mon theme in much of
South Asia, including
countries like India, Pakis-
tan, and Bangladesh, has
been the deep-rooted so-
cietal and cultural con-
straints on women’s agen-
cy. These constraints are
not simply political but in-
terwoven with social
norms that often confine
women to traditional roles.
It is within this cultural mi-
lieu that women have had
to carve out space for polit-
ical participation,” she
said.

Stella Maris College
Principal Rev. Sr. Stella Ma-
ry FMM said the session
was the first in a series of a
year-long project, titled
empowerment of young
women for political partici-
pation, involving the Direc-
tor, Centre for Women'’s
Studies, Dolly Thomas,
and the Head of the De-
partment of History, Susan
Paul. Stella Maris Secretary
Rev. Sr. Anita Gonsalvez
spoke.

Other faculty members
who have assisted in the
various aspects of the pro-
ject and collaborated with
the session are assistant
professors Gayathri, Shan
Eugene, Cinthia Jude, Tvan
Nancy, Senkathir Selvi and
Devipriya.
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