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Stella Maris College and Election Commission of India (TN) hosts
‘National VVoters Day Celebration 2024’

An awareness campaign to encourage youth especially first-time voters to exercise their right to vote

Chennai, 24 January 2024: The College has undertaken a proactive approach to instill
democratic values among students through the combined efforts of the Stella Maris College
(SMC) Think Tank and Stella Maris College (SMC) Electoral Literacy Club.

Speaking on this occasion Dr. Sr. Stella Mary fmm, Principal i/c, Stella Maris College
stated, “Elections play a pivotal role in this democratic framework, serving as a mechanism for
people to express their will and choose their representatives. Thereby it is important for us to
dialogue with the young voters especially our students, many of them would be first time voters
to understand the election process and to choose their leaders wisely as their voice contributes
to our nation’s progress.”

Thiru. C. Suresh, DRO Elections, Chennai Corporation in his special address spoke about
the need for youth to be aware and enthusiastic in their social participation. Thiru. V. Munian,
Educational Consultant, Chennai Corporation SVEEP Nodal Officer, Chennai District
in his address highlighted the need for every student to enroll for their voter ID and exercise
their franchise without fail. He cited various examples to stress on the importance of every
single vote. Thiru. Prasad, Programme Officer, Chennai Corporation made a presentation
on the various procedures and forms for enrolment and corrections. He highlighted the
importance of the EPIC card and the need to possess an updated Voter ID for every citizen.
Thiru. Manjunath Special Tahsildar for Elections Chennai Corporation was also present
for the programme.

Several awareness activities like poster competition, reel making competition and a quiz were
conducted over a week-long campaign with an aim to raise awareness and consciousness
among students about the significance of democracy. A survey was also undertaken amongst
our students to find out the number of first-time eligible voters and eligible students above 18
years who have not yet enrolled themselves. As is evident from the survey, about 8.3% are
below 18 years of age, only 36.5% of those who have completed 18 have voter IDs and a very
large percentage, i.e., more than 56% of those above 18 years do not possess voter ID’s and
therefore there is a need for immediate enrolment of these first-time voters. The emphasis on
increasing the percentage of voters through extensive enrolment drives reflects the College’s
commitment in shaping informed and responsible citizens who understand the importance of
their role in the democratic process.
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About Stella Maris College:

Stella Maris College (Autonomous), Chennai is a Catholic Minority College run and governed by the society of the Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary. The College is affiliated to the University of Madras, Chennai and was founded in 1947. The College
aims at empowering young women from all backgrounds through holistic education thereby promoting social change and
responsible citizenship. The institution also aims at fostering an inclusive community by bringing together different cultures
and making the learning vibrant and nourishing.

Website: http://stellamariscollege.edu.in/

Social Media:

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC19QwhKgd695L jiriGvnRfw/about
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Stella-Maris-College-335535367637180
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/stellamariscollegeofficial/

Twitter : https://twitter.com/SMC_Chennai

Contact: For further details, please contact:

Ms. Nikita Chawla

Public Relations Officer

Phone: 9384098177 / 9840693195 | pro@stellamariscollege.edu.in
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